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GOVERNMENT OP BENGAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 


His Excellency Sir John Arthur Hehbert, g.c.i.s. 


MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 


(I^ The Honlile Mr. Abcl Kasem Faeldl Huq, in charge of the 
Education Department. 

(2) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.e., in charge of 

the Home Department. 

(3) The Jlon'ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, in charge of tbe 

Revenue Department. 

(4) The Hon’hle Nuwah Khwaja llAUinuLLAn Bahadur, of Dacca, 

in charge of Public Health (including Medical) and Local 
Self-Government Departments. 

(o) The llon’hlc Maharaja Srisc hwiuca Nxndy, of Cossimhazar, 
in charge of Comiminicalions and WoikM Department. 

(h) The Hon’hh* Mr. ID sky.n Sihhked SrnEAWARDY, in charge 
of Finance, Commerce and Labour Departments. 

(7) The JlonTile Nawah Musuarkuh' IL^ssun, Khan Bahadur, 

in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Departments. 

(8) The Hon’hle Mr. Prasxnna Deb Haikit, in charge of the 

Forest.*; and Excise Departments. 

(9) The Hon’hle Mr. MrKrxnx Behary Muu.ick, in charge of the 

Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Departments. 

(10) The Hon’hle Mr. TAMrzrnniN Khan, in charge of Al^ricultitre 
and Industrie.s Gneluding Veterinary) and Rural Recon- 
struction Departments. 




GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


PRINCTPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY. 

Speaker. 

The Hon^ble Sir Mrn\MMAD Azizijl HAori, c.i.i., Khan Bahadur, 


Deputy Speaker. 

M. Asiiuafau, Esq., Barrister-at-law. 


Secretary. 

K. All Afzal, Esq., Barrister-at-law. 


First Assistant Secretary. 
Kai N. N. Sen Gupta Bahadur. 


Second Assistant Secretary. 

Khao Sahib Quazi Muhammad Saoscl Ola. 

RegistrarI 

A. B. Chaterji, Eaq. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abdul Azi*, Maulan« Md. [I5arayanganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. [Tangail West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. [Kurigram South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakeem, *Mr. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul *Hakim, Maulvi. [Mymensingh West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim \"ikrampuri, Maulvi Md. [Munshiganj (Muham* 
madan).] 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. [P«i)na West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. [Jamalpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Kader, Mr. [Patuakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur cum Muktagacha (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. [Manikganj West (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Majidt Maulvi. [Mymensiugli North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Motaleb Mulik, Dr. [Nadia East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] ’ 
Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. [Mymensingh East (Mulham madan).] 
Abdulla-Al Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur, A. F. M. [24-Parganas North-Eaat 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamber of Commerce.) 

Abdur Raaheed, Maulvi Md. [BirLhum (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Baschid Malimood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Rauf, Khan. Bahadur Maulvi S. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] 
AJ^ur Bauf, Khan Bahadur Shah. [Bangpur South (Ifubam- 
• madau).] 

Abdur Bazzak, Maulvi. [Feni (Muhaniniadan}.] 

Abdua Shaheed. Maulvi Md. [Dacrn North Centra) (Muhomiiiadan).) 



rm ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

Abidur Eeia Chowdliury, Eliaii Bahadur Maulvi. [Chandpur Watt 
'(Muhammadan).] 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. [Qaibaudha North (Muhammadan). j 
Abul Fa«l, Mr. Muhammad [Madaripur West (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Haahim, Maulri. [Burdwan (Muhammadan).] 

Ahul Hosain Ahmed^ Mr. [Netrokona North (Muhanimadan).] 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhammadan).] 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi Kanta, of Muktagacha, Mymen- 
singh. (Dacca Landholders.) 

Aftab Ali, Mr. (Water Transport Trade TTnion.) 

Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur Maiilana. [Jhenidah (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. [Goalundo (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. [Oaibandha South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan.)]’ 

Alfaauddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midnapore (Muham- 
madan).] 

Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muhammadan).] 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. [Hajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 
Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. [Chittagong South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ashraf Ali, Mr. M. [Nator (Muhammadan).] 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan).] 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Manikganj East 
(Muhammadan),] 

Aihar Ali, Maulvi. [Fabna East (Muhammadan).] 

Azizul Haque, the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad, c.i.e., Khan Bahadur. 
[Nadia West (Muhammadan).] 


B 

Badrudduja, Mr. Syed. [Berhampore (Muhammadan.)] 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. [Burdwan North-West (General).] 
Banerjee, Mr. Sibnath. [Howrah (Registered Factories).] 

Banerjee, Dr. Suresh Chandra. [Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 

Factoriee).] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas Norlb-West (General).] 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Priya. [Rajshahi (General).] 
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ix 


.Bant Al^ Mr. MohamioAd. [Serajganj Central (Mubammadaii).] 
Barma, Baba Prembari. [Dinajpur (Oeneral).] 

Banna, Mr. Puspajit. [Bangrpur (General).] 

Barman, Baba Shyama Proaad. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barman, Baba Dpendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri (General).] 
Baeu, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (General).] 

Baea, Mr. Santosh Eumar. [Calcutta East (General).] 

Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. (Anglo-Indian Constituency.) 

Bhowmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. [Midnapore East (General).] 
Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. [Hooghly cum Howrah (European).! 
Biswas, Babu liakshmi Narayan. [Nadia (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. [Faridpur (General).] 

Bose, Mr. Sarat Chandra . (Calcutta South (General).] 
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Chakra barty, Mr. Jatindra Nath, [llangpur (General).] 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. [24-Pargana8 Municipal (General).] 
Chippendale, Mr, J. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Clark, Mr. I. A, [Burdwan Division (European).] 


D 

Das, Babu Radha Nath. [Hooghly North-East (General).] 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. [24-Pargana8 North-West (General).] 
Dae, Bai Sahib Eirit Bhusan. [ Murshidalmd (General).] 

Dae, Mr. Monomoban. [Mymensingh East (General).] 
oSiee, Babu Debendra Nath. [Birbhum (General).] 

Das Gupta, Babu Ehagendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri 
(Oenml).] 
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Da$ QupUf Dr, J, M, [Calcutta Central (General),] 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. [Tippera (General).] 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (General).} 

Dutt, Mr. Sukumar. [Hooghly South- Weet (General).] 

Datta Gupta, Mise Mira. [Calcutta General (Women).] 

Dutta Masumdar, Mr. Niharendu. [Barrackpore (Eegistered 
Factories).] 


E 

Edbar, Mr. Upend ranalh. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 
Emdadul Haque, Kazi. [Kurigram North ^Muhammadan).] * 

F 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. [Jangipur (Muhammadan).] 

Farhat Bano Khanam, Begum. [Dacca (Muhammadan) Women.] 

Faslul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. £. [Patuakhali North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Faslul Qadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chittagong North-West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Failur Rahman, Mr. [Jamalpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Faslur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca University.) 
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Ganguly, Mr. Pratul Chandra. [East Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Otiose, Mr. Atul Krishna. [Jessore (General).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamalpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Gladding, Mr. D., c.i.e. [Bengal Chamber of Commerce.] 

Golam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Ramganj cum Raipur 
(Muhammadan).] 

Golam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Gomes, Mr. R, A. [Dat^oa Division (Indian Christian).] ^ 

Ooswami, Mr. Tula! Chandra. [Burdwan Division North Mnnicipai 
(General).] 

Griffiths, Mr. 0. (Anglo-Indian.) 
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• 

Gupta, Mf. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (General).] 
Gupta; M!*. J. N. [Railway Trade Union (Labour).] 

Qurung, Mr. Damber Singh. [Darjeeling (General).] 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Al-Hadj. [Madaripur Eaat (Mubani* 
madan).] 

H 

Habibullah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K., of Dacca. [Dacca 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

Haddow, Mr. R. R. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Hafizuddin Choudhuri, Maulvi. [Thakurgaon t Muhammadan).] 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. [Kishoreganj East (Muham- 
madan).] • 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. S.yed. [Tangail North (Muhammadan).] 
Hasanuzzainan, Maulvi Md. (Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 

Hashem Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Bakarganj North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs., m.ii.k., Parliameutury Secretary. [Calcutta 
(Muhammadan) Women.] 

Hatemally Jarnadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Pirojpur South (Muham- 
madao).] 

Hawkings, Mr, R. J. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hendry, Mr. David. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

I 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. [Malda South (Muhammadan).] 

Ispahan], Mr. M. A. H., m.h.e. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 
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Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox*s Bazar (Muham- 
madan).] 

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed. [Saikhira (Muhammadan).] 

I* [Calcutta West (General).] 

Jasiinuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [24*Parganaa South 
(Muhammadan).] 

Jonah Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. [Chandpur Bait (Muhammadan).] 
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K 

Eabiniddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauki. [Netrokona South (Mulukiii- 
madan).] 

Kazem All Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. [Murahidabad South* 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Khaitan, Mr. Debi Pro.sad. (Indian Chamber of Commerce.) 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Lall. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Malda (General).] 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. [Dinajpur (General).] 

L 

Lahiri, Babu Anliutosh. [North Bengal Municipal (General).] 

M 

MacGregor, Mr. G. G. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Dr. [Bogra North (Muhammadan).] 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Maulvi. [Tippera North (Muhammadan).] 
Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. [Balurghat (Muhammadan).] 
Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mahatab, Maharajkumar Uday Chand. [Burdwan Central (General).] 
Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. [Midnapore South-East (General).] 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. [Burdwan Central (General).] 

Majumdar, Mrs. Heraaprova. [Dacca (General) Women.] 

Majumdar, Babu Jnanendra Chandra. [Mymensingh, East Rural 
(General).] 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. [Midnapore South-West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Anirita Lai. [Mymensingh West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan North-West (General).] 
Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. [Faridpur (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. [Tippera (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. [Bakarganj North-East (General).] 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. [Midnapore Central (General).] 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. [Rajshahi North (Muhammadan), j 
Manirutzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. [Chittagong South Ceoirai 
(Muhammadan).] 

Maq^l Hosain, Mr. [Tippera North-East (Muhammadan).] 
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Masud Ali Khan Panni, Manlri. [Tangail South (Muhammadan).] 
Miles, Mr *C. W. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. [Bogra West (Muhammadan).] 
Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. [Meherpur (Muhammadan).] 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad. (Calcutta University. ) 

Morgan, Mr. G., c.i.e. [Presidency Division (European).] 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi. [Eajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 
Mosammel Huq, Maulvi Md. [Bhola North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed. [Pirojpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. [Noakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. [Bogra South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Siddique. Khan Bahadur Dr. Syed. [Bankura (Muham* 
madan).] 

Muhomiuad Solaimaii, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Barrackpore Municipal 
/Muhammadan).] 

Mukerjea, Mr. Tarakiiath, m.h.e. [Burdwan Landholders' Consti- 
tuency.] 

Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan. (Hooghly North-East.) 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. [Colliery (Coal Mines) (Labour).] 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C, [Calcutta cum Presidency Division (Indian 
Christian).] 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. [Birbhum (General). 1 
Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. [Bankura West (General),] 

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behari. [Khulna (General). j 
Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. [Howrah (General).] 

Musharruff Hossain, the Hon'ble Nawab, Khan Bahadur. [Jalpai- 
guri cum Darjeeling (Muhammadan).] 

Mustagawsal Haque. Mr. Syed. [Bagerhat (Muhammadan).] 

Mustafa AH Dewan, Maulvi. [Brahmanbaria North (Muhazn- 
madan).] 


N 


Nui^y, the Hon'ble Maharaja Srischandra, of Cossimbatar, 
• (Presidency Landholders.) 

Naaarullab, Nawabaada K., Parliamentary Socratary. [Brabmanbaria 
South (Muhammadan).] 
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Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East (General).) 
Hausher Ali, Mr. Syed. [Jessore Sadar (Muhammadan).] ^ 

Ifazimuddin, the Hon’ble Ehwaja Sir, k.c.i.e. [Calcutta Noiih 
(Muhammadan).] 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Norton, Mr. H. R. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 


P 

Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. [Hooghly cum Hbwrah Municipai 
(General).] 

Patton, Mr. W. C. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Pottinger, Mr. (i. V. [Chittagong Division (European).] 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. [Malda (General).] 


R 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. [Rajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 

Raikut, the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri 
(General).] 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. [Bogra East (Muhammadan).] 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera West (Muhammadan).] 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. [Dacca South Central (Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. [Mymensingh West (General).] 

Rdy, Mr. Dhananjoy. [Dacca East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. [Bankura East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. 'Hishori Pati. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (General).] 

Boy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. (Chittagong Landholdera.) 

Eoy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. [Howrah (General).] 

Boy, Mr. Patiram. [Khulna (General).] 

Roy, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi LandhoMm.) 
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Smdaruddin Abmed, Mr. [Bakarganj Sotitli (Mtihammadtii).] 
SafirnddiD Ahmed, Haji. [Bangpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Sahabe Alum, Mr. Syed. [Dacca Central (Muhammadan).] 

Salim, Mr. S. A. [Narayanganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Sanaullah, Dr. [Chittagong North-East (Muhammadan).] 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. [Presidency Division Municipal (General).} 
Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [Murshidabad (General).] 

Sarker, Bobu Madhusudan. [Bogra rwm Pabna (Genera!).] 

Sarker, Mr. Nalini Ranjan. (Bengal National Chamber of Commeroe.) 
Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Dacca East (General).] 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Pargana8 South-(Eaat 
(General).] 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (General).] 

Sen Gupta, Mrs. Nellie. [Chittagong (General).] 

Serajul Islam, Mr. [Bongaon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, c.b.e., Parliamentary Secretary. [Narayan- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Shahedali, Mr. [Matlabbazar (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. M. [Kusthia (Muhammadan).] 

ShaniHuddin Aluiied Khondkar, Mr. [Gopnignnj (Muhammadan).] 
Shamsul Huda, Maulana. [Myrnensingh South (Muhammadan).] 
Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. [Bengal Dooars (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour. ] 

Smith, Mr, H. Brabant. [Rojshahi Division (European).] 

Speller, Mr. J. H. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Stark, Mr. A. F. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. [Dacca (European).] 

Snbrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. [24>Parganaa Huaie^di 
(Muhammadan).] 

Sur, Mr. Harettdra Kumar. [Noakhali (General).] 
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T 

Tamizuddin Khan, tha Hon’ble Mr. [Faridpur West (Mubaitiiiiadan. ] 
Tapuriah, Bai Bahadur ICoongtu Lall. (Marwari Asaoeiation.) 
Tbakur, Mr. Promatha Banjan. [Faridpnr (General).] 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulyi Haji. [Bhola South (Muham 
madan).] 


W 

Waliur Bahman, Maulyi. [Jessore East (Muhammadan).} 
Walker, Mr. J. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Whitehead, Mr. B. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yousuf Mirza. [24-Parganas Central (Muhammadan).] 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Z 


Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi. [Malda North (Muhammadan).] 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooghly cum Serampore (Begisterei 
Factories) Labour.! 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS . 


OffteitI Report of the Elovonth Sootlom 
Volumo LX—No. 1. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

The Assemhey mvi in the Assembly House, Cnleutta, on Monday, 
the 28th July, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Iloirble Sir MvhamXAI) Azizul Haqite, c.l.E., 
Khan Bahadur) in the (Miair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 178 members. 


Obituary Referenoe. 


Mr# SPEAKER: Ladies and Gentlemen, before the proceedings of 
the day begin, it is my melancholy duty to refer to the death of 
Mr. G. S. Dutt,^ ,who died in Calcutta, on the morning of the 25th 
June? 1941, at t1ie age of 59. 

He was a nominated member of the old Legislative Council and 
a distinguished member of the Indian Civil Service. He was a great 
son of Bengal who devoted his life for the uplift and welfare of the 
society. His contributions were made through the Bratachari move- 
ment — a movement embodying the ideal and practice of citisenship 
with simultaneous physical, mental and spiritual discipline. By 
founding Saroj Nalini Dutta Memorial institutions in memory of his 
wife he gave a great impetus to the women's uplift movement in 
Bengal. By his death Bengal is poorer to-day. 

I hope it is the desire of the members of this House that a message 
of condolence should be sent to the bereaved family. I ask you, 
ther^ore, to rise in your places to signify your consent. ^ 

(Members rose in their seats. ) 

Thank you, Lidies and Gentlemen. Necessary steps will be taken 
by the Secretary. 
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2 QUESTIONS. [28th jvzt, 

f 

Oath or Afflnnatioii of AllegianoiL 

The following lueinbers then made their oath or a&rmation of 
allegiance to the Crown : — 

(1) Mr. G. IT. Pottinger. 

(2) Mr. II. A. Gomes. 

(3) Babii Asliutoflh Lahiri. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I 1 ) acconlaiice witli tlie provisions of rule (i of 
the Bengal legislative As.senibly Procedure llules, I nominate the 
following ineinhers of the A.s.semhly to form a Panel of four Chairmen 
for the ensuing session : — 

(1) Mr. Surat ('handra Bose. 

(2.) Mr. \V. A. M. Walker. 

Id) Mr. Debi Prosad Kliaitan. 

(4) Khan Baliadur Mohammed Ali. 

Unless (dherwise arranged, the senior member among them i)resent in 
the above order will ]»reside o\er the deliberation> ot lhi‘' As.sembly in 
xny ab.senee and in the absence of the ])eput\ S])eaker. 

Library Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Cnder rule 2 of rules regulating the control and 
management ot tlie Library (»f the Bengal T^egislatujie, I nominate the 
following members of tlu* Bengal Legislative Assembly to serve on the 
Joint LibraiN Committee; — 

(1) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 

C2) Mr, Sasanka Sekhar San> al. 
t3) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Uahman. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawm were gnron) 

Amendment of the Bengal Wakf Act, 1934. 

M, Mauivi MO. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the hhlucation Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government are considering the desirability of— 

(a) amending the Bengal Wakf Act, 1934; and 
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(b) bringing thb Waicf Department under direct control o( the 
Jioveri^nent ? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FaxtuI Huq): (a) Yes. 

(b) The matter i.s receiving attention. 

New Wakf Board, Bengal. 

Mauivi MAFiZUDDIN AHMED: {a> Will the Uon’hie Minister 
in charge of tlu* E(lucuti(ni I)e]>artinent he pleased to state whether the 
new Board for Wakfs has been formed? 

(Ij) If the answer to in) is in the negative, will tjie Hon'hle Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The reconstitution of the 
Board i'< under the consideration of Government. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleaM'd to stat(‘ liow long this matter w'ill remain under the considera- 
tion of (iovernment and for how many years it has been under the 
e{»nsideratu)n of (iovernment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are many diffiruilties 
in the wa\ of (onstituting tlie Board. The idea is to introduce an 
amendment of the Wakf A(vt as early as possible and it is found that 
it would Ik* luemalure to furm a Board now whi<*li may he <lissolved 
very soon. 


Government-aided high English schools in Presidency Division. 

•3. Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Will the Hon'hle Minister 
in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state — 

{a} the present number of (io\ernmenl-aided high English schools 
in the Presidency Division ; and 

{h) the number of Head Masters that are — 

(1) M.As., 

(2) M.A., B.Ts., and 

, (3) B.A., B.Ts ? 

The Hen^Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement furnishing the 
required particulars i.s laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 3. 

(a) Number of high English schools in the Presidency ‘Division — 
For boys ... 132 

For girls ... 26 

Total ... 158 


(b) Number of Head Masters and Head Mistresses — 

M. As. M.A., B.Ts. B.A., B.Ts. 

Males . . 28 36 24 

Females . . 6 9 7 

CovemiiMfit grant to imrocognisod girts’ high English schools. 

M. Mr. PUaPAJIT BARMA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be ])leased to state whether any 
girls’ high English scluxd at Calcutta not affiliated to any University 
receives Government grant? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the names of the schools; 

(it) the amount of the grant received by each of them per month ; 
and 

(Hi) whether Banipith Girls’ High English School is one of the 
schools referred to in clause (o)? 


The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; (^ 7 ) There is only one girls' 
high English school in Calcutta not yet affiliated to the Calcutta Univer- 
sity which receives Government grant. 

(h) (i) St. Mary’s Bengali Girls’ High School. 

(it) The school receives a grant of R8,350 per month. 

(Hi) The question does not arise. 


Brijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons which have actuated Jhe 
Government of Bengal to grant Rs. 350 per month to St. Mary’s 
Bengali Girls’ High School, though it is not affiliated to the Calcutta 
University? 
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. Tht Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ» The school has been 

doing very^good work and Rs. 350 per month is a grant which we have 
been paying to many girls’ schools. The matter is under the discre- 
tion of the Director of Public Instruction instructed by reports 
received from the Inspectress of Schools. Government do not directly 
interfere with the discretion of the Director of Public Instruction to 
grant aids to schools. 


Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether there are other unaffiliated high 
schools for girls which receive such grants? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. This is the only 

school that does. 


Member! of the Howrah District and Howrah and Baity Munioipalltiee 
Excise Licensing Boards. 

*5. Mautvi MD. ABDU8 8AHEEO: (a) Will thn Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number and names of the — 

(i) Hindu, 

(it) Muslim, 

(Hi) Schedule (’aste, and 
(ir) Christian 

members of the Howrah District Excise Iii<enHing Board and Howrah 
and Bally Municipalities Excise Licensing Boards? 

(h) If the number of Muslim members is small, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 


MINISTER in chargs of tha FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (tha Hon’bla Mr. Praaamia Dab Raikut)! (a) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

• 

(by The Licensing Boards concerned are constituted with nominees 
«f public bodies. The question of communal representation in the 
Boards does not, therefore, arise. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to* stoned quMion No.^S, showing 
the names of the non-official members of 4he Howrah District and 
Howrah and Bally Municipalities Excise Licensing Boards. 


Caste Hindu. 


Muslim. Scheduled Christian. 

Caste. 


Howrah District Licensing Board. 


(1) Rai Raheb C. C. Paul 
nominated by the 
District Hoard. 


2) Habu Haripada 

Hhattacharyya, 
Momiiiated by the 
Dintriet Hoard. 

3) Habu Phani HhuHan 

Dutt, M.A., B.L., 

riorninat<Hl by the 
Sadar Local Hoard. 


( 1 ) Maulvi Sahadat 

HoHHain, B.L., 

nominated by the 

riul>eria Local 

Hoard. 


Nil (1) Mr. D. R. Whyte, 
nominated by the 
Jute Mills’ Associa- 
tion. 


Howrah Munirijjaltty Licensor Board. 

1) Babu Bibhuty Hhiisan 

Hanerjee, reprenent- 
ati\<‘ of the Howrah 
Municipality. 

2) Pannalal 8in^h, b.l. 
ropresentntivo of*thc 
Howrah Municipality 

Bally Mamet pahty Lieenstaa Board. 

1) Habu Aiianda (lopal Nil. Nil 

Mukherjee, represent- 
ativo of tbo Hally, 

Municipality. 

2) Habu .lyotMua Kumar 

Hanerjei', n'presenta- 
tive of the Hally 
Municipality. 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon ble Minis- 

ler he pleased to state whether there is any Government nominee in 
that Licensinjf lioardi' 


(H .Mr. J. A Murray, 


rcprosontative 

Mill 

.Manager for 

the 

MilL within 

the 

Municipality. 



Nil. Nil. (I) Mr. J. A. Murray, 

repre>4entative Mill 
.Manapor for the 

MilL within the 

Municipality. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT; That question 
does not arise. 

Reeppointment af retired oflloers of geietted rank. 

^8. Maulvi M. M08LEM ALI MOLLAH: {a) Will the Hen’ble 

Minister in charge of the Finance Department he pleased to state 
whether retired Government officers of gazetted ranh were reappointed 
since April, 1937, to work under Government? 
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(b) If 80, will the Ilon’ble Jd’iuister be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the number so reappointed up to date; and 

(h) their names, places of residence and the names of the respective 
posts in which they were reappointed? 

(c) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleasetl to state the reasons for 
such reappointment? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (thf 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy) : (o) Yes. 

(h) and (r) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

Mr. 8YED •JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister lie pleased t^i s{;»te the reasons for reapjKiintitig retired ofHoersP 
Was It out ot any necessity for them or was it for pntronis<ation ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hatter jiait of \our (juestion does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; All right, Sir; I will 
leave out that part AVill the TTonTde MinisUu’ be ])leased to state 
the leasons tor leappiunt mg K'tned otticeis? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The reasons have bi'on 
gi\en in I lie last ( (iliinin of th<‘ statement laid on the Library tablo. 
It the hniimimble nieniber will ^o to the labrary and read the stnte- 
nient. he will not a.sk the (jiteslion 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Is tin re any harm if the 
lloirble Mini'^ter niak«‘s ihe reply on the door of the House? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: d’lu* diHicult\ is that the Finance Deportment is 
not respoiiMbb- foi the information \ou want. The Financo Depart- 
ment has onl> collei ted the fa< ts and furnished them for the 
information of this House. If \ou have any specific (piestion to ask, 
you must adilress it to the Minister in (barge of the particular deport- 
ment concerned. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the HoiFble 

Mini.ster in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to iitate 
the reason.s for reappointing retired officers under Government? 

*The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am not in charge of 
that department but so far as this question is concerned, I can gay that 
all the reasons have l>een uriven in the statement laid on the Library 
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» table. As all the reasons are there, I do not think the honourable 
member can want me to read out those reasons here on the floor of the 
JEouse. » 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether all the posts had been advertised in the daily 
newspapers before the retired officers were reappointed? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I would request the 
honourable member to usk eacli individual Minister regarding the 
appointments made in his specific department. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten us witli the position so far as his own department 
is concerned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The Finame Minister 
did not ap]K)int any retired officer. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: What is the policy pursued by 
Government in the matter of reappointing retired officers to certain 
posts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Retired officers are 
appointed to certain post.s when no other persons are available for them. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Are we to understand then that 
outside caiididates with the requisite qualifications were not available, 
and that it was for that mison that retired officers had to be taken in? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The honourable member 
will be good enough so to understand. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answer to 
the last but one question in which the Hon’ble Minister says that the 
retired offic'ers were appointed when no other persons were available, 
naturally the otlier question of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose as to whether 
any advertisement was made in order to find out whether any candi- 
dates were available is to the point, and we can surely expect the 
Hon’ble Minister to answer it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That you can ask of the Hon’ble Minister of the 
particular department concerned. 
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Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
plea sad to state if any steps had been taken in order to find out 
whether any persons were available for the posts that were ultimately 
given to certain retired officers 


Th« Hofi’bit Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As a rule, I take it, 

every department takes steps to find that out. It is against the policy 
of this Government to aj)point retired ofiicers unless driven by 
administrative reasons to do' so. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What were the steps that 
were generally taken by the departments ? 


The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The honourable member 
will be giKxl enough to :i>k each specific department about that. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
Whenever a vital (jucsti«m has beei» ])ut to the Hoirble Minister, he 
has been avoiding to answer it by transferring it to .some of his 
colleagues. Is the Hon’ble Minister unable to furnisli us with the 
requisite information ^ 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: In view of what the Hon'ble 
Mini.ster has .stated in this House, namely, that it is the definite policy 
of the Government to recruit new officers insUad of reapjwinting 
retired officers, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who were 
the per.scms who Ijave been resjumsible for reappointing the retired 
officers to the po.stsy 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That quest ion doe.s not arise. 


Rale of dttlary allowanoo in Modioai Collogi Hoopitili. 

*7. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
plAsed to state whether of late there has been an increase in the usual 
daily rate of dietary allowance for each patient of the Medical Collage 
Hospitals, Calcutta? 



QUESTIONS. 


[ 28 th JijL^ 


10 


(b) If 80 , what is the present rate of dietary allowance ^er patient 
in the (1) General Ward and (2) European Ward of th^ Medical 
College ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Medical Officers have l)eeu instructed by the 
hospital authorities for the reduction of the rate of the dietary allowance 
to 6 annus fi pies and 10 annas per patient in the wards referred to in 
clause (h)? 

(d) If so, will the TIon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof ? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (n) Yes. 

(h) Annas S and pies 0 ])cr hcml ])er dioin for Indian patients and 
Re.l-O-G ]»er head ]»er diem for h]nrop(‘.ui pati(‘nts. 

(c) No, 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: AVill the lion hie 

Minister 1k‘ pleax'd to stale the rrason tor the disi iri( tion of diet 
between Indian and Kuropean patients in the Medical Collepo 
Hospital y 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Here the word “Kuropean” ^ives a wronp* impression. It means those 
who want to live in Kuropean styh' — both Kuropeans ami Indians. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Ron ble 

Minister h(‘ p!easi>tl to >tate ^\het)ler it is the dnt,\ of the (fovernment 
to look to the interests of the patients without making any distinction 
between a class and a class? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already stattnl that there are two types of patients. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has considered the recent increases in 
the prices of foodstuffs when fixing annas 8 and pies 3 per head per 
diem for Indian patients? 
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. The ^on’blt Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

I want n(itice if the question relates to dearness. 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hoirble 
Minister be pleased t6 stale whether from the medical point of view it 
is desirable to jfive one diet to one patient and « superior diet to another 
patients 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That (luestiou does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do 1 understand the Hou’ble Minis- 
tei to >a\ that an> Iiolian patient ina> have European diet if lie so 
dehires 'i 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

Yes. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Are we then to understand that 
wliene\er a man will j)ut on Eurojman dress 1 h‘ will be given diet at 
the higher late and whenever a man will put on Indian dress he will 
be g-iv(Mi di(*1 at the low or rate^ 


Mr. SPEAKER: \ ou cannot put in that interpretation. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

plea^ed to define what he means by “European patient 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

I mean tljosc patients who want to have diet in European stvle, that 
is, soup, eggs, meat, etc. 


Changes in the course of the Torsa river in the Duars, Jalpaiguri 
district, and its effect. 

•S. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon'ble 

Mini ster in charge of the ('ommunications and Works Deimrtment 
aware — 

(0 that the Torsa river in the Duars, Jaljwiguri district, has l>eeii 
changing its cour.se in recent years and a branch of it ha# 
recently fallen in the Sili Torsa; and 

(ii) that a large number of villages near alwut Madarihat is 
threatened with destruction if no protection work he made 
to prevent the Torsa in going into the Sili Torsa? 
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(6) If the &n»wer to (a) ib in the aSrm&tive, is the Hoa'bl^ Minister 
considering the desirability of erecting protection work this year? 

(c) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) whether any scheme or estimate for the protection work has been 
prepared; and 

(w) if so, by whom and when? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srieohandra Nandy, of 
Ooeeimbazar) : (a) (/) The Torsa river in the Duars is always 

oscillating in its course hut no major avulsion of the river is known to 
have taken place in recent years, either through its existing branches 
Chota Torsa, Buri Torsa, Bala Torsa, and Malangi or through any 
other course. 

(ii) Madarihat and the villages near it stand on the Chota Torsa 
which is towards the west of the Torsa river. The honourable member 
probably refers to this branch of the Torsa, for I am informed that the 
eastern chain of the branch channels comprising the Bala Torsa, the 
Buri Torsa and the Malangi — the lower portion of which is known as 
the Sili Torsa — does not traverse any village worth mentioning except 
the Saudamini Tea Estate. In either case my technical advisers are of 
opinion that these small hill torrents cannot destroy a large tract of 
habitable lands. 

(h) and (r) Do not arise. 

Jurors in Chittagong district. 

*9. Khan Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will 

the Ilon’hle Minister in charge <»f the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that in Chittagong district jurors for Session 
trials are selected from among the ministerial officers such as clerks of 
Civil and Criminal Courts and of District Board? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the^ Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government contemplate the desira- 
bility of discontinuing this practice? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether this prac- 
tice is in vogue in any other district of this Province? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (Us 
Non’blo Nawab MuaharrutT Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes. 

(b) The question will be examined. 
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. (c) Tbf practice is not in vogue in any other district excepting 
Faridpur %nd Rajshahi and in each of the districts of the 24-Parganas» 
Murshidabad and Tippera there is only one clerk in the jury list. 


Inspaoton and Auditors of Wakfi. 

MO. Maulwi MAFIZUDOIN AHMED; (a) Will the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department Im? pleased 
the table a statement showing the — 

(t) name; 

(it) educational qualifications: 

(m) salary; * 

(ir) home district ; and 
(r) headquarters of each of the — 

(1) Inspectors, and 

(2) Auditors 
of Wakts? 

(fj) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the duties assigned to the Inspectors of Wakfs; and 

(tt) whether they recommend any measure for the improvement 
of Wakf Estates? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what stejw, if any, have been taken by 
Government on these recommendations? 


Hon 'bio 
to lay on 


Tho Hofl’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(h) (i) The usual duties of the Inspectors are the auditing of accounts 
of Wakf Estates in their respective jurisdictions and the holding of 
local inquiries as required by the (Commissioner. 

(fi) Sometimes suggestions for measures for improvement are called 
for and made by the Inspectors. 

(c) When suggestions are received from Inspectors, the Commis- 
sioner and the Board of Wakfs are to deal with them and it is not for • 
Oovemment to take any action in such matters. 
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Mr. MD. ABUL FAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be jileased to 
state why qualified Auditors are not taken into considerationf 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise here. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be please<l te state whether the Inspectors who audit the accounts are 
qualified Auditors within the meaning of the Government rules? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that 
question. I do not know what are the qualifications of these 
candidates. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwera to which were laid on the table) 

Recognised high English schools in Bakargen] district. 

1. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the numlier of recognised, aided and (Government high English 
sch(M)ls in the distri< t of Hakarganj ; 

(h) the number of them that are recipients of grants-in*‘aid from 
the Government; 

(r) the number of them that are maintained by Government; 

(d) the number of the Government-aided schools that owe their 
existence mainly to the initiative of — 

(1) ('hristian Missionaries. 

(2) Hindus, and 

(3) Muslims; 

(f) the total amount of grants of these aided schools; and 
(/) the amount granted to schools founded by — 

(1) the Christian Missionaries, 

(2) the Muslims, and 

(3) the Hindus? 
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^ Th# Mr# A. IC« PAZLilL HUQt A statement famishing the 

information is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the rejdy to unstarred question No, 1, 



Number of high 
English sohools for 

• 

/ 

Boys, 

GirU. 

Recognised 

94 

2 

Aided 

S5 

2 

Government 

4 

Nil 


Aided schoolH founded by 




— t 

ChrinUan 

1 MiMHionaries. 

1 

Hindus. 

J 

Muslims. 



Btjyn. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

c 

Girls. 

Number 

1 

Nil 

18 

j 

1 

10 

1 



Hs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rm. 

Rs. 

R». 

AinountH 

grants. 

of 

1.272 

Nil 

23.U64 

8,4<K) 

20,820 

* ^ 

3,000 


Hoys, GirU. 

Ri*. Rm. 

Total amounts <if gran tK .. .. 12, (MX) 


Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state* if ht* i.s aware that more than two-ihiitls 
of the recoj^rnisetl scIkm/Is in ilakai>,Mnj di.striet owe their existence 
mainly to the initiative of the Himlusy 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at (iuestioii does not arise. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: It doe« arise, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister has g^iven the numWr of aided «chot)lH which owe 
their existence to the initiative of the Hindus, and I want to know 
how many of them receive grunts from Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you ought to have put another question along 
witl it; namely, how many schcwls are there which do not receive unv 
grant-in-aid and which owe. their existence t^^the initiative of the 
Hindus. 
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$ri)ut MAREMDRA RATH Mi CUPTAS Sir, that is my question. 

# 

Mf. SPEAKER: Then you ought to have put anothef question. 
You laimot put Kupfi>leraentary questions on this question. 


Mtotiofi of tito for free primary schools in Chandpiir subdivision, 
Tippera district 

2. Mauivi ilONAB ALI MAdUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in eharge of the Plilucation Depart in eiit he pleased to state — 
(/) whut was the number (d disputes regarding the site selection 
of free primary schools in the subdivision of Chandpur, 
Tippera, from the Ist of January, 19.'^9, to the 31st *Tanuary, 
1941 ; 

(/?) how many of those have i>een dis|>osed ot u[) to the 3l8t 
January, 1941; 

(/n) how many are still pending tor final decision; and 
(/r) whut are those disputed sites? 

(h) Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state whether the local 
Chandpur subdi visional site selection sub-committee have made local 
enquiry in all the cu.ses to ascertain the local j>ublic opinion of disputed 
locality ? 

(r) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
tliereof ? 

{(f) Do the (Government contemplate to make an enquiry in all the 
cases arising in the subdivision of Chandpur, Tippera? 

Tho HOfi’Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (t) 45. 

(u) 40. 

(rii) 5. 

(ir) Itajif/anj pul niton — 

(1) Walipore M. E. t\s. Walipore Erimary. 

(2) Sqbidpur n. Maishaid. 

(3) Tamta Kulsi. 

(4) Suchipara M. E. rjc. Suchipara Primary. 

(5) Chaychilla ta. I^dhpara. 

(h) 1i(H*al enquiries were made in nil ca^es of dispute. 

(r) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 
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. Mr. BlfAHBDALI: Will the Bou^ble Minister he pleased to state 
whether w^jth reg:ard to disputes in the primary schools, in the majority 

cases the dwisioii of the enquii'y committee has been set aside by 
the District School Botml ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Suppo.sin^ they have been so, how is Uovernment 
concerned ? 

« 

ini'. 8HAHE0ALI: I shall put the next ([uestioii, namely, whether 
there is any remedy for the arbitrariness of District School Jb’ardsP 

•ir, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Itt*. SHAHEDALI: If theie is no remedy here, I do not know 
what is the remedy. 

Mft SPEAKER: (^lian^e ot the Act. 


Crant-ffHitd to oortatn high English tohoolt in Kishorogan] oml 
Notrokona suhtfisisiofis, 

3« Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
(•harp* of the Education Department be pleuse<i to state — 

(/) whether (I) the ('hatul and the HuKarina^ar Middle Fm^lish 
SchiMils in Kishorejjanj subdivision, and (1?) Balnia Middle 
English School in Xetrukona subdivision of the Myniensing^h 
district lia\c Ihmmj recognised: 

to) whether the said schools ^^et any recurring *crants-in-aid eithei 
from the (fovernment or fnun the district board; and 

(ttt) whether all the s4‘ho<ds are situated in the localities inhabited 
mainly by the Scheduled Castes people P 

t/>) Will the Hon ble Minister Ik* pleased t<» state whether the 
(jovernment are considerinjf the desirability of prranting recurring 
grants*in-aid from the (fovernment from the current sesiion to the said 
schools P 

Tht HoiPbIt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) <i) and (m) Yes. 

(iV) No. 

(fi Ihstmctions have been issued to the Director of Public Instruc* 
tion to consider the desirability of giving recutiiiig grants to the 
schools. 
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Mnt of InfomiilHiii. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of information, Sir. 
Just now while ray friend Mr. Shahedali was asking supf^ementaries 
on question No. 2, you referred him to amend the Act. My point is 
that we want to get information from the Government whether Govern- 
ment has any control over the School Boards. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a matter of common knowledge to everybody 
so long as the Act is there. You cannot get infoimation of Acts from 
Government. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, my submission is 
that Sch(H)l Boards are acting arbitrarily and 1 want to know whether 
Government can control them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If it is a pr()i>osition <d law, ycm cannot get the 
answer in the House. 

Appointment of the Exeeutive Engineer in the Public Health 
Department. 

4. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (</) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health Department be ])leased to state whether 
it is a fact that the District Engineer of Pabna has recently been given 
the appointment of the Executive Engineer in the Public Health 
Department P 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Mini.ster be pleased to state — 

(/) who were the eaudidates for the post; 

(lO what were their qualifications and j»ast experiences; and 

(m) the reason for not appointing the seniormost Assistant Engineer 
in the department to the post? 

Tht Hon’tHo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) (i) and (ii) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

By the courtesy of the Public Service Commission I am able to 
supply the information asked for by the honourable member. 

(iu) The seniormost Assistant Engineer was a non-Muslim. As 
there was no Muslim Executive Engineer in the department, it was 
decided to reserve the post for a Muslim. Consequently, the apiwint- 
ment was made from among outside candidates. 
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« Ilf* NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference t<> the statement 
laid on tha Librarj^ tabic, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why the claims of candidates Nos. 6 and 10 in the list were not con- 
sidered in giving the appointment? 


The Hofi>ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Daooai 

I have accepted the recommendation of the Public Service Commission. 
They have suggested this name out of 10 or 12 and they are in a 
IKisition to say why they have sent the name of this gentleman. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Fmm answer (6) (iii), do 1 under- 
stand the Hon’ble Minister to say that a Muslim was appointed in 
preferenc'e to a better <iualified non>Musiim to maintain the communal 
ratio as laid dowfi in the Government communique of June, 1939? 

Tha Hon'ble Nawah Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahathifp of DaMti 

T have never said that in the whole statement. 


Boaljuri Khal in Chandpur subdivisiofi, Tippara. 

5. Maulvi^ONAB ALI MAdUMDAR: ia) Is the Hon'ble Minis- 
ter in ('harg(‘ of the ComiuuniiatiouH and Works Department aw 4 »ie — 

(0 that “Boaljuri khal" is an im|>ortant navigable khal in the 
suMivision of Chandpur, Tip|iei*u ; 

{it) that this khal passing thmugh the interiors of the IIajig«>ng, 
Karhua and Mattal [Kdice-stations i.s used f<»r imi»>rting and 
exiKirting agii(‘ultural produce and bont-|tfiHsages throughout 
the year ; and 

(tii) that this khal gets dried up for a few months for the laat few 
years ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) iiii) is in the aftirmativo, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of re-excavating the khal making 
it navigable throughout the year? 

Tha Hoii’Me Mahand* BRitCHANDRA NANDY. of OonifiilNttart 

(n) (i) and (it) Yes. 

«(iM) Yes — at some places in the months of February nnd March. 

(6) The desirability of silt clearing the channel to make it nnvi-^ 
gable throughout the year is under the consideration of Government. 
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Mr. SHAHEDALIS Will the Hon'ble Minister be pieeefd to state 
when the (luestion of Bouljuri khal first came into their Consideration 

The Hofi’ble Miaharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cowimbaiar: 

I think it was brouf^ht to the notice of Government by the local 
officials. 

Mr. 8HAHE0ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is taking some Htei>8 this year? 

The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Ceasimbazar; 

As I have stated in my re|)l\ we are examining the (question and it is 
difficult to say when the scheim* will l)e ready. 


Names of subcfivisional headqirarters not connected with distnot 
headquarters. 

6. Khan Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the ('oininunicatioiis and Woiks 
meni be pleased to state names ot sulMlivisional hea<l(iiiarter8 in this 
Piovince whi<h are not connected with the distnct beadciuarters by 
any railw^ay, motorable road <u' steamer service? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

Magma, Narail, Aramlwigh, Kamgarhy Pirojiiui , Maiiikganj and 
Tuugnil. The last named will howevei In* conntH*te<l with its district 
headquarters us soon as the Tungail-Mymensingh Koad which is now 
under construction is completed. 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the Tangail-Myinensiugh Road is expected to 
be finished P 

The Hon’Me Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coeeimbiear: 

As I hud occasion to state liefore the House that it is a fairly long road 
and as money had to be distributed among a large number of projects, 
the progress has been necessarily slow. 

Mr. AiOUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased t(» state why he has not includeil Bhola and Daksbin Shabaxpur 
V as unconnected with the district headquarters by any railway, motonible 
rood or steamer swvice? 
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Probably Because Bhola can l)e approi^ched during the dry season by 
road and partly by steamer. 

KBati Bahadur MBuIvi AULAD H08SAIN KHAN: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleastnl to state if (fovernment contemplate connecting these 
phu'es with district head(juaiteis by any im)t»Krable rcKid or any other 
means of traffic ^ 

The Hon’Me Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coeeimhazar: 

One of the [xilicies which we aie now following is to give preference 
to road schemes, connecting the subilivisional headquarters with 
district headijuarters. It has not l>een |x>ssible to give effect tt» it 
because we l)e< aiye HKul-minded pretty late and the s<hemes which we 
have already taken up with the same (d>ject in view in other districts 
will re(|niie all the money we can allot foi this pur|K)se. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give a general idea of the time by which the Tangail-Mymeusingh 
lload ( an Ik* coniph‘tedr' 

Tha Hoii*bla Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of OonimlNttar: 

I am afraid it is very difficult to give u leply to this question offhand, 
but as will be noticeil from the budget \se have made jUMA'ision lor a 
fairly decent amount for this year’s work and we are going to make 
pi'ovision f(u a siniilai amount in the coming V(*ai. 

District Board Road botwoofi Bibirhat and Nazirhat in Chittagong. 

7. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: in) Will the Hon’ble Mininter in charge 
of the C'ommunicutions and Wi^rks Deiiartment l)e pleaaed to state 
whether it is at fact — 

(i) that the District Board Hoad lietween Bibirhat and Nasirhat, 
I>olice-stati(m Katikchari, in the district of Ohittagong, is 
an important road in the district; 

in) that it has been given the third place in Mr. King’s report; 
<ff[) that Die Hon’ble Minister jiersonally saw the deplorable con- 
ditnm of this road when he visited Fatikchari last year; and 
dr) that the said road is submerged under water and mud during 
the rainy seas<m and infeste<l with dust during tim dry 
season P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmiitive, is the Hon’ble Minister 
owwidenng the desirahility of giving it th^ second priority in Mr. King*, 
report in preference to Dhoom^Ramgarh Ro^dP 
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nit liriimla tRIiOHANDRA HANDY, of GowmlMiacs 

(a) (i) Ye8, but of local importance only. 

(n) No, 

(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) I have no information. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Gonttniotiofi of the Sorta BHi^ over the river Haldo in Chittagong. 

8. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Ooinmunications and Works Deiwirtnient l)e pleased to state when 
the Sarta Bridge on the Chittagong-Hathazari-Magachari District Board 
Road over the river Halda in the district of Chittagong will be 

COllHtriKt(Ml? 

(b) Have the Government re<*eived the survey report and the plan- 
estimate of the said bridge from the Chittagong District Board? If 
80 , when? 

Tho HiMi’blo Mnhartja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of CossimiMiar: 

(a) I am afraid I cannot definitely say when the actual const motion 
work can start. 

(b) No. Does not arise. 

The BangftI Court of Wards OnHnanoo, 1941. 

Tha Hon’hlo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I have 
your permission to lay liefore the Assembly under section 88 (2) (a) of 
the Government of India Act, 19-15, the Bengal Court (d Wards 
Ordinance, 1941, as promulgated by the Government of Bengal under 
section 88 (i) of. the said Act? 

(The Ordinance was laid on the table.) 

The Bengal Motor Vehiolae Rufoe, 1940. 

The Hon’Mo Khwi^i Sir NAXIMUDDIN; Sir, I beg to lay before 
the House the auieuduients to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 
1940, made by the Government of Bengal under notification No. 123P1., 
dated the 22nd January, 1941, and others that have apjieared in* tbe 
Qaxette from time to time. 

(The amendments we|^ laid on the table.) 
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• Mr. SAMNKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, where ai-e those 
amendxuents ? The Hon’ble Sir Naximuddiu laid somethings but we 
have not gt>t anything yet. 


The Hon’IHe Khwaie Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You will get it after- 
wards. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, as was done on the last 
(K'casion, can we not demand that a ciunmittee lie formeil hy the Govern- 
ment to consider those amendments? 


Mi*. SPEAKER: I have not persimally hwiked into the matter, but 
since you have raised this (|U<‘stion I will l(K)k into it. 

The HOfl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May 1 make a statement, 
Sir? The iioint is (hat we have taken the earliest opinirtunity 

Mr, SPEAKER: The> ^houhl have In^en liefore the House. 

The Hon’ble Khwaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not moving any 
resolution «mi this. I am only placing this Indore the House. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is ver\ inconvenient if papers are distiihuted 
in the midst i>i a sitting. (H course sometimes it is inevitable, but 
what I want tn sugge.st loi futuie is that if j>ossible it .should l>e done 
just lielore the House nun^ts. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: The i>oint is that so long us 
(ioveiuiiieut is hatc hing something, we may rn»t be tak<*n into confidence. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It will not mattei much if the eggs c>{>en out 15 
minutes earliei (laughter). 


Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: May 1 nsk whether it is intended 
that these amendments should lx* the subjec t erf discussion in the 
House? 


The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is what I wa» going 
to explain. According to the Act and the rules these amendmenU have 
to be placed liefore the Legislature and the J^egislature has the right 
within the session to amend them. Therefore, I have taken on this 
oc'(#si(>n the earliest o[>portunity to place the amendments l>efore the 
House. If the honourable members think that there is any necessity 
for a discussion, then either we can informally dieensii them, or if ihereM* 
is a general desire, or if there are many objections to the rules, then 
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we may follow the procedure that was adopted on the laatf occasionr, 
vu.f hnvinjCf a Joint Select Committee of both the Houses* to discuss 
these rules. But I feel that it is not necessary to move for a Select 
t.^ommittee ah initio, because it is jiossible that as these rules are only 
tew amendments to main rules which have come up either on the advice 
of the Ite^donal Transport Advisory Board or perhaps on the initiative 
of the Govci ninciit they may not Ik* controversial and may not require 
any discussion by the House. In view ol the practical difficulties that 
have l)een found in working; the rules, it is inossible that the members 
may not want to discuss or chang'e the i>i*oi)ospd rules, or it may he that 
there will lie just one or two sli^;^ht mmlificatioiis which, by private 
discussion, Government can accept and the rest ot the House will accept 
the amendments. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am thankful to the Eon hie 
Home Ministei foi the statement he has ma<le. At the same lime, 
I desire to make it clear that so tar us the rig-hts of the House are 

concerned (d havinfj these rules discussed bv the House, we are 

not ^oing to sui render those rij^hts. Unless it is made iK*rtectly clear 
by the Home Minister that he has no such intention, this mattei can 
stand over till some other day for discussion, if necessaiT. 


Raport of the Bengst Land Revenuo Commiaeion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now take up disciis.sion on the Kepojt of 
the lien^al liUnd Bevenue Uommission. This debate is likely to take 
two days. I must at the outset s{M*ak to the honourable members that 
unfortunately foi’ the last two or three days I have K'en suffering from 
slight fever. 1 am md <|uite well. In, case I am not able t»> be jiresent 
throughout, 1 ho|>e the House wdll [Kirdon me. 


Mr. M. BHAMBUDDIN AHMED: May 1 know whether the Govern- 
ment has an> proisKsition in view so fai as the Land Revenue 
Cominissi<Hrs Re|K)rt is concerned? What is the meaning of this 
haphazard dis<*ussion ? 

The Hofi'Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: What do you mean by 
your pru|Mwal? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What have you been doinir so 
long? 

Mr* 8YBD dALALUODIN HA8HEMY: I am afraid, the motion of 
, the Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy is not in order. In stating 
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my point %I submit that first it does not clearly express anything, 
secondly, iny submission to you is that it does not raise any definite 
issue. My third point is that it is not a parliamentary practice to 
discuss the report of a Commission appointed by Government in this 
fashion. In this connection, I submit, you caii take up any rejjort 
of any Royal Commission and the pnH*edure adc^pted by the Mother of 
Parliaments. Even the other day a Commission was appointed for 
framiii^^ the constitution of India which was placed before the [)arties 
in a Round I'able (\>nferenee. The Government formulated u definite 
scheme or proposal and placed it before the House of Parliament by a 
Rill. Here the Hon’ble Minister comes forward with a prop(wal that 
the matter l>e dis(‘ussed. Wc want to know what actually perturbs the 
Government; otherwise, we (aiinot dis<’iiHs anythin^r. Sir, the (Govern- 
ment have full id moiitlis' time to formulate the s<*heme. We will 
deride whether we shall ari'ept it or partially accept it, n‘je(‘t it or 
partially reject it. Pet them come forward w^ith a Rill. We will then 
an opportunity to amend it in a manner wc think proj^er. My 
siihmi.'^sion to you. Sir, is that you will follow the parliamentary [>r8C- 
tire. These three da>s or two days, as you have just ohm*rved, will 
be spent for nothin^r. 1 will heff of you to follow’ the parliamentary 
practice and hope that you will not allow (iovernment to brinjr 
such a haphazard motion. Sir, if you throujfh these rules, you 
w’ill find that nowhere there is any provision, lie has yfot no uutlioritv 
to move such a motion before this Hous«^ That is my point of order, 
Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 wi.sh, all our (‘oinmoii sense will not be contined 
within the corner.s of that blue lMK»k which the louiouruhle meml>er bus 
pointed (»ut. I do welcome a debate of this nature, not from the point 
of view of j^ettin^: a decision by (fovernment, but for the fact that 
this will give an opinirtunity to the House to discuss the difiereut aspects 
and the pros and cons of the report. Whether Government have 
taken a long time or not — with that 1 have no concern. Jijist time 
(Government pointed out that there were stiiiie technical difficulties and 
that was why thi.s report could not l»e discussed. Rut taking the matter 
merely for the purpose of discussion is a perfectly parliamentary form. 
At present war questions are being discussed in Parliament without 
coming to a definite decision. Similarly, questions which should not 
be voted upon are also dis<*u.H.‘s*d. That gives (Government an opi)or- 
tunity to get different points of view before coming Ui a decision on 
this momentous issue. Instead <»f disallowing this motion T would 
ratbgr .welcome this if (Government from time to time place matters of 
public policy before this House, so that it might be the proper forum 
where the different stand-fmints may be discuaeed. 1 hold that this * 
motion is in order. 
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Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Before the motion is taken 
up for discussion may I be permitted to follow up the observa- 
tion of Mr. Hasbemy by a few words P On the Ist April, 1941, 
you have just referred that there were certain technical irrejrulari- 
ties which stood in the way of discussing this matter. If you will be 
good enough to refer to the proceedings of this House on the 1st of 
April, 1941, you will find that certain objections were raised on behalf 
of the Opposition. One of them was withholding of Mr. Gurner’s 
Report. The other was that the time allotted was too inadequate, and 
the third was that Government must come out with some sort of a case 
which will indicate the Government’s attitude towards the whole 
(luestion. 1 quite appreciate your anxiety to have the matter discussed, 
but w'e on this side of the House must express our anxiety not to go 
into discussion in the vacuum. You have been good enough to refer 
to the war situation in England, hut every discussion there is raised 
on a particular issue. Hut wdiat is the issue that is going to be placed 
before the House P I could have understood if the Government before 
the mutter was placed for discussion had considered the question 

Thf Hofl’tllo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; On a point of order. Sir. 
After you have given a definite ruling, how could tlie matter he raised 
again P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think he is now challenging my decision 
that thi4S nioti(jn is in order. 

Nr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir. 1 was only discussing 
the wisdom and propriety of the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope you will be very short. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; My submission to the House 
would Ih* that if we really want to arrive at a really wise decision 
resulting from sober discussion of different problems before us, in the 
first place, we must have adequate time, in the second place we want 
to know what is the Government attitude towards this question, so that 
we can apply our wisdom and thought 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let him move and let him explain. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What will he explain? 

Mr. SPEAKERS He might explain what the reason is for the delay, 
what steps Government propose to take and what programme Govern- 
ment propose to follow*. 
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* , Mr. S^SANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: With regard to the time, Sir, 
it the las^seseion yourself were good enough to say that two days 

or a few hours would not be enough to do justice to the question. As 
a matter of fact, the matter was postponed on a definite understanding 
on two questions, viz., (1) that Mr. Gumer’s report should be available 
and (2) that there should be a specially allotted time adequate for the 
discussion of this momentous subject. 

The Hofi’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the report of the IWngal liund Revenue Commission be dis* 
cus.*<ed. 

The object of the motion tabled by Government is to afford an 
opportunity to the House to express its opinion on the far-reaching 
recdinmendatioii of the Land Revenue Commission affecting the life of 
over 80 per cent, (d the people of this province so that Government 
might in framing theii p»»licy take into consideration the views 
exj)re^>ed l>y the poimlar representatives. T may make it clear that 
(h)vernnient at this stage do not desire to express their own opinion on 
the re( (immendations (Mr. S.\s.\.\ka Skkhah Sanvai. : Why^) because 
their i<lea is to ascertain your views and then to form, modify or recast 
their opinion on the different issues in the light of your views with 
«lue regard to the financial, administrative, .social and economic impli- 
cations <it the proiMKsals. (Mr. M. SH\Msri)])iN AliMEi); Why not 
philosophical y) 


It is neitlier neces.sary nor possible for me during this discussion 
to toU( h all the issues raised in the report of the Coiuiiiission. I shall, 
howevei, endeavour t<i fotus your attention on the main problems as 
exjuessed in the Majority and Minority Report of the Commission and 
on the analysis liy the Sjreciul Officer of the Commission’s recdinmeuda- 
tioiis on some of those problems. I al.so propose to place before you 
certain facts neces.sary for explaining the implications of the principal 
recommendations. 

The object of Government in appointing this Commission was to 
find ways and means for improving the economic condition of the agri- 
culturists of Bengal and to ascertain incidentally how^ far the Perma- 
nent Settlement had affected prejudicially or otherwise their economic 
position and the revenues of the province and whether it was possible 
and desirable to bring about a nuKlification in the Permanent Settle- 
ment so as to improve the finanrial resources of Bengal and tlie economic 
condition of the actual tiller of the soil by eliminating the intor* 
mediaries between the State and the cultivator. 
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* Ar hoou as the present Government came into power they ^undertook 

measures for i-onferring larger rights and privileges on the raiyats 

(Mr. Shahkdau: How?) hy undertaking a (tomprehensive amend- 
ment of the Bengal Tenancy Act in 1938. But a volume of public 
opinion was in favour of a more radical reform in the land revenue 
system. It advocated abolition of the Permanent Settlement and 
elimination of the whole hieran hy of rent-receiving interests beginning 
from tlie |)ro[)rietor to the last grade of rent-receiver who are supposed 
to intercept a large income and thereby to deprive the State of its 
legitimate share of the produce from land. There are some who were 
for mending the system without uprooting it» others were for its total 
extimdion and abolition. 

Government naturally could not arrive at any conclusion on this 
im}K)rtant problem without a proper investigation and appointed an 
impartial and independent (’ommission of Enquiry consisting of 
experts, representatives of landlords and tenants and persons of high 
judicial experience, Fiifortunately the assistance of none of the 
members with judicial experience was available to the (’ommission. 
The report was submitted by the end of March, 1949. On the 22n(l 
April, same year, Mr, W. Guruer, i.c.s., was appointed to examine 
the report mainly from financial and administrative points of view. 

The main recommendations of the ('ommission may be divided into 
four heads, vi:.: — 

(1) State acquisition of all /.emindaries and rent-receiving interests 

alwjve the lowest grade of <*ash-paying un(ler-ri?/</o/.v ; 

(2) imposition of agricultural income-tax; 

(t3) tenancy reforms; 

(4) measure for improving the economic condition ot the cultiva- 
tors. 

Of these Nos. (1) and (21 are ot primary importance. Ketommenda- 
tions on the remaining two heads are more or less ancillary to them. I, 
therefore, pro|K»8e to confine myself to recommendations under thoRe two 
heads. 

Before arriving at their conclmsions on (1), rU., State acquisition 
of all rent-receiving interests alnive the lowest cash-paying under- 
ranfoiit the ('ommission had to examine the problem in its various 
aspects and there was a difference of opinion on some of the main 
points. The reasims which led the majority of the members of the 
Commission to rei'ommend abolition of the Permanent Settlement are 
as follows: — 

(1) The existing system has rendered land revenue almost entirely 
inelastic for about 150 years and land revenue is substantially less in 
"Bengal than in other provincaa. 
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(2) It has deprived (kwernment of the benefit of more valuable 
ewpfl, hi^fier priees and the unearned income from the increased value 
of land and the profit from mineral rig:l4tH and fisheries. 

(3) It has deprived (k)verninent of the idose contact with and 
intimate kuowledffe of the conditions of the cultivators which the 
raiyahran system affords. 

(4) The evils ol absenteeiMU and of manaj^ement of estates hy 
unsympathetic agents have ^Mown to such an extent tliat (k»vernmeut 
have l»een (‘ompelled to employ tor the protection! of the tenants more 
strinjreiit measures ot legislation than has been f<»und necessary in 
areas elsewhere which are settled temporarily. 

(5) The larj^e number of intermediaries between the zemindar and 
the actual cultivator seldom possess the incentive or the power to pro- 
vide any effect ivai means for iniproveiiient of afrriculture. (Jovernment 
also fiml little inducement to spend public money the benefit of which 
would onI> jfo to private hands. 

tfi) There is a .steady reduction in the number of (‘ultivatiiiK owners 
of lands and tlie disposse.^sed < ultivators are swellinjr the niimlwr of 
(Hinjadurs and landless agricultural labourers. 

(7) S(! long as the zeinindary sy.stem remains, it will be difficult to 
evolve any satisfactory arrangement for revising rents all over the 
province on an e([uitable basis or for maintaining the records-of-rights. 

(8) It is doubtful it under the existing system the Legislulure would 
ever agree to provide a reallv efficient machinery for realisation of 
rent with the result that arrears ot rent would g(! on accumulating and 
there would l>e a complete breakdown before long. 

(9) The distribution ot agricultural income umongHt o large number 
of rent-receivers has not materially heli»ed t Government in making up 
for the loss of land revenue h.\ indirect taxation. 

On these considerations, the majority of memWrs of the Commisnion 
came to the conclusion that the defects in the present system were such 
that they could not be remedied by mere tinkering and that the only 
solution lay in the abolitiim of the system by ac(iuiring all rent- 
receiving interests and thus hriugiug the actual cultivators into the 
position of tenants holding directly under (Government, provided that 
a practicable scheme of State purchase could Im* devised on reasonable 
terms. 

In this connection, the Commission also observed that it is difficult 
to separate the results of the Permanent Settlement from the operation 
of other causes on the economic condition of the cultivating classes and 
certginly not the Permanent Settlement alone bad been responsible for 
the general poverty and indebtedness of the agricultural population 
in Bengal. * 
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In recommending tlie abolition of the Permanent Settlement and 
acquisition of all rent-receiving interests the majority of tlfe Commis- 
sion recognised that the proposal involved a fundamental^ change in 
the rural economy of Bengal affecting virtually the whole social and 
economic structure of the province and it can only be carried out 
gradually over a number of years and that it would be a most formid- 
able administrative undertaking which will tax to the full all the 
resources of Bengal. 

In the opinion of the Commission the economic difficulties of the 
agriculturists are primarily due to the ever-increasing pressure of 
population on land and to the fact that there is not sufficient Jand to 
go round. Four-fifths of the cultivated land is sown with only one 
crop and in the absence of any subsidiary occupation the cultivators 
have to sit idle during major part of the year. The result of enquiries 
regarding economic condition of 20,000 families shows that the^tiverage 
cultivated area per family, including the families of agricultural 
labourers, is about 4^ acres and that the percentage of families holding 
between 2 acres or less is 41 *9 and the i)ercentage holding between 
2 and 4 acres is 20 '6. Only one-fifth of the agricultural population has 
just sufficient land for their maintenance in moderate comfort, but with- 
out any margin for unforeseen expenditure. But the Commission 
olieerves that though the pressure on tin? land Is greater in Bengal than 
in any other province except Bihar, it is um[uestionable that Bengal 
has a more fertile soil and greater climatic advantage than the other 
provinces and no province cun produce better crops by irrigation than 
the areas of Bengal in which there is sufficient raintall. In the United 
Provinces, Madras and the Punjab the cultivators have to work much 
harder for crop whi<h are less valuable than those grown in Bengal. 
On an examination of the economic condition of the cultivators in these 
provinces, the Commission has unhestitatingly c(mie to the inclusion 
that the cultivators of Bengal are on the whole better off. The Punjab 
villages appeared to the ('ommissiou to be more prosperous than the 
average Bengal village because in the former the cultivators have the 
advantage of gootl jdiysique, more nourishing food and a more invigo- 
rating climate and also because they enjoy large sums in the 8ha{)e of 
military pensions. 

The minority memljers of the Commission on the other hand^felt that 
eocially, economically and financially State acquisition would be a 
hazardous experiment and such a scheme should not lie framed unle.ss 
it could be clearly demonstrated that the cultivators would benefit by 
it. 

According to the Minority Report the present economic difficulties 
of the cultivators are unconnected with the land revenue system. The 
difficulties are mainly due to — 

(1) increase in pressure of population, 

(2) Hindu and Muslim laws of inheritance, 
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(8) tie under-employment of oultiTators for a irreater part of tie* 
. year, and 

<4) ^ in agricultural prices since 1929. 

!aese problems according to tie Minority Report iave to be faced 
wiateTer ^y be the nature of tie land revenue system of tie country 
m the other hand occupancy raiyati in Bengal pay lower rates of rent 
but enjoy greater privileges and protection than the tenanto in other 
provinces. According to the Minority Report subinfeudation has led 
to a wide distribution of agricultural income and has given an intereet 
in land to a large number of middle class jieople. By State purchase 
these people will be deprived of all connections with land resulting in 
a social upheaval. The compensation that they will receive, will be 
insufficient to imluce them to iirvest their money in industrial concerns. 
They will either squander the money or re-invest it in land by purchas- 
ing occupancy Imldings resulting in the formation of landiordisni in 
the lower strata. 

Before inviting your attention to the analysi.s of Mr. Uurner of the 
financial implications of State fjurchase I think I should explain fully 
the scheme of State acquisition as suggested by the majority of the 
members of the Commission. 

The Commission is agreed that in any scheme of State acquieition 
it is desirable to remove not only the seraindars, bnt also all grades of 
tenure-holders and the interests of raiyaU and under-ratyat# in respect 
of the area which they have sublet. As regards hargadan, the Com- 
mission observes that although the majority of the meml)©rs are in 
favour of making them direct tenants of Government, they are unable 
to recommend that this jwlicy should be adopted until the interests 
above the lowest grade of cash-paying tenants have been acquired and 
until legislation has l)eeu passed giving tenancy rights to bargadan 
and fair rents are fixed for them. 

The Commission is not unanimous in its finding as to the principle 
on which compensation should be i>aid, but it is agreed that compen- 
sation must be fixed as required by section 299 of the Government of 
India Act. In the evidence recorded by the Commission the highest 
rate of com[)en8atiou (daimed was a rate which would ensure to the pro- 
prietors and leiiure-holders their existing income. The majority of the 
witnesses were in favour of following the principle laid down in the 
Land Acquisition Manual which most of them interpreted to mean 
20 times the net profit. The rate which receives more support than any 
other among the members of the Commission is 10 times, the remaining 
members propose 12 and 15 times. In the case of icakf, dehattar and 
other estates devoted to religious, charitable or educational endow- 
metdsf it is, however, agreed l^' all members that compensation should 
be at a level which would produce the existing income, i.e,, at 25 times 
if interest is taken at 4 per cent. 

4 



u 


LAND REVENUE CX)M. REPORT. [28ih 


Mr. Ourner postulatee that if the scheme of State acquisitzon is to 
go tlirough at all, and the constitutional position being what it is, com* 
pulaory purchase can only be organised on approximately &ir payment 
to the parties whose interests are bought out. As regards the rate of 
compensation he observes that unless the rate is so pitched that the 
number of landholders injuriously affected will be relatively small,, 
there is bound to be widespread discontent. He considers the Maha* 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan’s proposal for payment of compensa- 
tion at 20 times the net profit as outside the range of practical politics. 
He is of opinion that if compensation is to be fair and equitable on 
the whole and not to involve a good deal of expropriation, the flat rate 
of compensation should not go below 15 years^ purchase of theoretical 
net profit as recommended in the note of dissent of Sir Frederic Sachse 
and Mr. Carter. He points out the need for safeguards in the shape 
of rules allowing exemption in individual cases as for instance there 
should he definite rules for distributing compensation between tem- 
porary holder or farmer and his superior landlord and for fixing the 
rate of compensation on the basis of malikam received by a dispossessed 
proprietor especially when the estate is under Government management. 
He also suggests that small rent-free holders should be allowed to retain 
their hha-^ lands as free-hold and that all rent-free raiyats should be 
offered a free-hold in his land in return for a moderate payment. He 
frankly recognises that in the highly siiocialised question of land valua- 
tion, if something more scientific and precise is nHjuired, exi>ert pto- 
fessional opinion should be taken by Government. 

The Commission is agreed that in principle it would be better to 
pay compensation in cash, although it is realised that this method of 
payment might involve greater financial difficulties; if bonds were 
issued, the market would operate to put a valuation on them and it is 
possible that their face value might depreciate. Another strong objec- 
tion to the issue of bonds is that it would involve serious administrative 
difficulties. Government will have to pay interest either annually or 
six-monthly or quarterly to millions of persons scattered all over the 
country and for that purpose Government will have to maintain up-to- 
date registers containing the names, addresses and shares of each and 
to make necessary alterations in the entries and mutation of name» 
entailed by sale and succession due to death of previous holders of 
bonds. But the issue of bonds in respect of wtikf, dehattar and other 
trust properties has been recommended. An alternative recommenda- 
tion of the Commission is that in case Government are unable to pay 
in cash, bonds may be issued subject to the provision that small amounts 
up to Rs. 600 should be paid in cash. 

In working out the financial results of State acquisition, the asseta 
of the province have been calculated by taking the total rents paid by 
all classes of raiyats as recorded in the Settlement record of rights and 
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adding to them an approximate estimate of the income which might 
be expected to accrue from the ihas land of lemindars and tenure* 
holders, fi%m fisheries and forests. The total assets are estimated 
to be 13} crores, from which is to be deducted the income from Govern- 
ment estates — 68 laklhs — betause the ocquisition of tenure-holders’ 
rights in such estates will not form part of the main scheme but VUl 
be taken up at Government’s coiivenienc'e. Thus the assets of perma- 
nently-settled and temporarily-settled private estates have been taken 
to be 13 crores. Out of this, deductions have been made on account of 
'll the existinjr revenue demand of 2*41 crores, t2) the landlords’ share 
of the cess of -46 crore and (3) the cost of manajfement calculated at 
18 per cent, of the ^fross assets. The remaining figures — 7*7?) crores — 
is the sum which would have to l)e capitalised according to ibo rate of 
compensation to be paid. At It) times the net profit, the capitalised 
sum comes to 771) crores, at 12 times to 93:48 crores and at 15 times 
to 116:85 crores. To this has Wn added (1) the cost of carrying out 
revisionul settlements estimated at 5:8 crores, (2) a pn)|)ortiou of the 
arrear rents due to zemindars and tenure-holders to be paid in lump by 
Government on a<'qui.sition estimated at 13 crores and (3) the cost of 
constructing the necessary buildings for the staff estimated at 
1*3 crores. The cost of management by Government as sole landlord 
has been estimated at 14 per cent, of the gross assets and 10 per cent, 
of the a.s.sets has been provided to cover remissions of rent and irrecover- 
ables. The sinking fund is to operate for 60 years and the interest is 
calculated at 2 i)er cent. The re.sult is that there is an estimated profit 
of 2 ‘23 crores by paying comi^ensution at 10 times the net pin>fit, 

1 ‘47 crores at 12 times ari<l *33 crore at 15 times. 


The estimate the cost of aciiuisition of royalty right in mines 
which may be 2 -62 to 4J croras has not Is’eu included in the calculation 
of financial results. 

The cost of acquiring .such iK>rtions of taiyati or under-miyaft 
interests as have been sublet has been estimated to l)e 9 crores, but this 
sum has not been included in the calculation, because it is not certain 
whether the existing rents paid by the lowest grade of under-miyat* 
would be considered under State management to be fair and equitable, 
or whether they would have to he reduced. 

The Commission has not attempted to give any estimate of acquiring 
the interests of landlords of hargadars. But it is pointed out that if 
compensation were paid to the landlords of hargadart on the difference 
between the rate of rent they themselves pey and the value of the ehare 
of tie produce which they receive from their bargadan, the sum 
involved would be so great as to make any scheme of acquisition ^ 
impossible. 
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It iia0 been pointed out that State acquisition will inevitably lead 
lo a decrease in Stamp revenue, as there will be a substantial reddo- 
tion iki title suits and rent suits from which the bulk of Sttop revenue 
is derived. But the Commission did not find it possible to give any 
estimate of the loss of Stamp revenue. 

The Commission is aware of the immense financial difficulties that 
Government will have to face in carrying out an operation of such mag- 
nitude. The Commission has emphasized that although financial results 
will have to be carefully considered, it does not support a scheme of 
State acquisition for financial gain only. If it resulted in a financial 
gain that would be an additional advantage, but the recommendation is 
based on other more vital considerations. At the same time it has been 
realised that it would not be possible to carry out the scheme without 
reducing by half or even more, the present income of the landlords 
according as compensation is paid at 15, 12 or 10 times the net profit. 
And the Commission is not unmindful of the possible social upheaval 
which may ensue if many of the middle classes lose their vested interests 
in land. 

Mr. Gurner has restated the financial analysis of the Commission 
after excluding the assets of khas lands with the result that in order to 
acquire net rent-receiving assets of .V87 crores a capitalised sum of 
85-7 crores or 118 *6 crores is required according cs compensation is {jaid 
at 10 or 15 years’ purchase. In either case, although acceptance of the 
lower figure would involve a great degree of expropriation, he doubts 
if it is really stich a good bargain that the State should make the 
•normnus efforts involved. Even then, as he points out, the estimates 
•f the Commission are of little value and the prospect of profit out of 
the transaction illusory for the reason.s (1) that they do not corre.spond 
with the Commission’s own proposals to carry I'onipulsory purchase as 
hr as the lowest cash-paying mider-roiynt, or bdrgadar and (2) that 
they omit many items of material and necessary expenditure. 
Mr. Gamer has |K)inted out .several fa(*tors which will materially affect 
thw Commission’s financial analysis. The Revenue Department have 
worked out the loss accounts under (1) additional cost for wakf^ 
iAattar and trust proi>erties, (21 fall in Stump revenue, (3) additional 
tost for acquiring rent-receiving interests alwve the lowest grade of 
«a8b-pa>ing under-raii/at^ and (4) loss on account of the landlords’ 
•hare of education cess. It has been found that the total loss under 
thaw heads will come to 2*83 crores. Hence the increase of 2*23 crores 
aa estimated by the Commission on the basis of compensation at 10 times 
the net income wiW be reduced to an annual deficit of 60 lakhs. 

On the basis of 15 years’ purchase, there will be an annual deficit 
•f 3r36 crores for 60 years. And what are the prospec’ts of a gain ^af ter 
Uta expiiTT of 60 years when the entire loan is expected to be paid oR? 
The Obmmission finds that there is the risk that the level of rent may 
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tlie subject of electioneering campaign and that tbe tenants 
whose vote/ control the Legislature will not tax themselves suffioientljr 
if Government become the sole landlord. Mr. Gumer think s *— 

(At this stage the blue light lit up.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: How much time will you takeP 

The Hofi^ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I will take 
another 20 minutes. 

Mr. speaker: Please try to finish in 15 minutes. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: If Sir Bijoy could cut short his 
summary of what the Commission and Mr. Gurner have said, he might 
have said something of his own by this time. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: These things we have got in ike 

re|»ort. We want to know what the Hon’ble Minister has got to say. 

The Hofl’hle Sir BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Gurner 

observes that there is in fact only too much reason to fear that the 
political influences rtf the rent-paying classes will result in a deprecia- 
tion of rental values far below the basis assumed in the Commission's 
estimate and that apart from the danger of general reduction, the 
lenien(‘y of Government as landlord in times of natural calamities must 
also be reckoned with. Mr. Gurner has made a review of the tenden* 
cies of collection of land revenue during the last 20 years and he has 
come to the conclusion: d) that in so far as the Permanent Settlement 
is replaced by khas mahal demand, although the total demand will 
increase, the ratio of collections to demand will deteriorate, (2) that 
realisations from khas mahals will not, unless there is a complete change 
of system, approximate over a period of years to 90 i)er cent, per annum^ 
and (d) that there is a real danger at the present moment of a landslide 
in khas mahal collections and once this materialised, the effects would 
in all probability react adversely on the collections from the Peiuia* 
nent Settlement which are not entirely free from unfavourable eyiip* 
toms. I shall now place before you certain facts for proper appreein* 
tion of some of the arguments in tbe Report of tbe Commisiio]i : — - 

It will not be correct to say that tbe land revenue has remained 
inelACie for 150 years. The existing asseMiaent on account of toad 
9md public works cess which was imposed in 1871 is about a crore and 
if oesi under the (Rural) Primary* Education Act, 1030, is levied in dl ^ 
the districts there will be an additional assessment of about e roesa. 
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Thu« there will be an addition of about two-thirds of the pifesent land 
revenue demand of 3*15 crores in course of 70 years or an tncrease by 
66 per cent, within that period. 

It is also desirable to find out what percentage land revenue in 
Bengal forms of the total provincial revenue. It is 30*8 per cent, 
excluding the contribution of jute duty by the Government of India 
as against 31 ;2 per cent, in Madras, 25 per cent, in the Punjab, 47 per 
cent, in the United Provinces and 28*1 per cent, in Bombay. Of these 
provinces, the United Provinces has 10 per cent, permanently-settled 
as against 90 per cent, temporarily-settled area, Bombay and Punjab 
are exclusively raiyatwari provinces and Madras is only one-third 
permanently-settled and two-thirds temporarily-settled. 

In terms of total rental value, the land revenue in Bengal is 25 
per cent, as against 17 per (;ent. in Madras, 27 per cent, in the United 
Provinces and 25 jjer cent, in the Punjab. 

In Bengal the average rate of rent j>aid by occupancy ratyaU is 
Rs. 3-5 per acre. In Madras the pattadnrs in the raiyatwari area, 
which covers two-thirds of the province, pay an average rate of revenue 
which is rather less than the average rate of rent paid by occupancy 
raiyaU, but exi)re88ed as a share of the value j>er acre of the produce 
it becomes rather more than the proj)ortion in Bengal. The j)ropor. 
tion of rent and irrigation charges to the gross normal yield per acre 
of cultivated land is 24 per cent, in Madras, 25 per^-ent, in the Punjab 
and 19 per cent, in the United Provinces as against 11 per cent, in 
Bengal. In the j>ermanently-settled area, where the ixittadars pay 
about 50 per cent, more than in the raiyatwari area, the rate of rent 
would be appreciably more. If the Madras system of assessment of 
Rs. 7 to Rs. 9 j)er acre for “wet” land, j.f., irrigated laud growing 
rice and Re. 1 to Rs. 1-4 per acre for “dry” laud were applied to 
Bengal, the effect w*ould certainly be to increase considerably the level 
of cash rents for most of Bengal. As to the under-tenants, they are 
certainly worse off in Madras having the status of tenants-at-will and 
paying half of the gross produce as rent, or when it is paid in cash 
nearly half the value of the gross produce. In the United Provinces, 
the average rate of rent for all classes of tenants is Rs. 6 an acre and 
represents approximately one-fifth of the value per acre of the produce. 
The level of rent is nearly twice as high as the level in Bengal, and 
having regard 4o the value of the produce it is about three times as 
much. The sub-tenauts in the United Provinces are also tenants-at- 
wiil holding from year to year and paying half of the crop as rent. In 
the Punjab, expressed as a proportion of the value per acre of the gross 
produce, the average of the land charges paid is higher than the average 
rate of rent in Bengal, while the under-tenants with the exception of 
a smaU minority are hardly better off than the hargadarg in Bengal. 
Considering the level of rents obtaining in the Provinces oi Madras, the 



im,] LAND EBVENUE COM. REPORT. 3W 

Doited Previnces and the Punjab, the value of produce and the prevail- 
ing economic conditions, the Commission is of opinion that there would 
be justification for enhancement rather than reduction of rent in 
Bengal. 

Although Mr. Ourner is definitely of opinion that the financial 
prospects of State purchase are illusory, he observes that these are the 
risks which the country must face if it is to try out the full value of 
Provincial Autonomy and that the ability of the rent payer as citiaen 
to maintain the assets of the State as landlord will be the acid test of 
political capacity. But Mr. Ourner has advised Government against 
taking an irrevocable step but only to make cautious move with a self- 
contained experimental measure which would not imply financial disas- 
ter if the results proved a failure or the policy were subsequently 
reversed. To do otherwise would be to repeat, in revising the Perma- 
nent Settlement, the mistake which marred its introduction, of apply- 
ing to the whole i)rovince, a preconceived theory of tigrorian reform 
which has not been sufficiently tested in actual working. He has, there- 
fore, proposed that legislation should take general powers to be brought 
into force in such areas and at smdi time as the Government may decide 
from time to time. 

The next important recommendation of the Commission is imposi- 
tion of agricultural income-tax either as transitional measure until com- 
pletion of State purchasv or as a permanent measure if Government 
decide against purchase. The Commission anticipates that even if 
Government decide to proceed with State pundiase it will lake at least 30 
years to complete the Scheme, because without revision of the rword of 
rights it is not possible to proceed with it safisfuctorily. In this connec- 
tion, the Commission has suggested a minimum limit of Rupees one 
thousand and that attempt should be made to come to an arrangement 
with Central Government regarding the collection of tax on income 
exceeding Rs. 2,000 which are partly agricultural and partly non-agri- 
cultural. The Commission is strongly of opinion that such a tux, if 
imposed, should be solely for the improvement of agriculture or for 
projects connected with agricultural improvement. 

The minority view is against imposition of agricultural income-tax 
on grounds stated in the minority note of dissent in pages 243 to 247. 
But in case Government decide otherwise the minority rejiort suggests 
certain line of taxation and an important one is that every touzi which 
is not left with 25 per cent, or any reasonable margin of income after 
payment of revenue or rent, existing cesses and other rates should be 
exempted from agricultural income-tax. That the income-tax should 
acerSe only to the actually realised net incomes and in calculating the 
same recurring grants by landlords under legal obligations should be 
taken into account, e,g., endowments. In this connection I think it^ 
is my duty to draw your attention to the fact that pfovtnees which have 
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iin|>o»ed agricultural income-tax, tnr., Bihar and Assam, have n6 
education cess, so that if Government decide to impose atrricuitunil 
income tax in Bengal it will be in addition to an imposition by way of 
education cess amounting to nearly one*crore and 26 lakhs. The mino- 
rity report also strongly suggests that agricultural income-tax if imposed 
should be earmarked as provincial revenue to be distributed in propor- 
tion to the agricultural needs of the districts. 

Sir, I hope I have succeeded in placing before fte House in a nut- 
shell the recommendations of the Commission, the minority view aild 
the analysis of the different problems by Mr. Gurner. I now request 
the House to proceed to express their opinion on this momentous issue 
dispassionately giving the subject the attention that it deserves. Sir, I 
may repeat that the fate of the future of agriculture in Bengal and the 
fate of economic development of this province depend largely on the 
decision that the House will take on this matter. By a wise decision 
you can certainly make the future of your province and by an unwise 
decision you can mar the future. The House will, I hope, approach this 
problem with the full sense of responsibility that the 8ubje(‘t deserves. 

Mfi SPEAKER: The procvdiire T suggest in a motion of this 
character is, immediately after the motion is moved, to put it to the 
House whether the House wants to discuss the report or not. 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, before you put it 

to the House, through you, I want to ask whether Government would 
not be pleased to formulate the issues on which 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry 1 cannot allow it. You can ask that 
question later on. 

The motion that the report of the Bengal Land Revenue Commis- 
sion be discussed was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. EYED 4ALALUODIN HASHEMY: May I suggest, Sir, that 
the lengthy speech of the Hon’ble Minister be circulated to the members 
so that it may be read along with the original report? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought that you had heard everyHiing. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HAEHEMY: It i» impossible tf» 
remember everything. 

Mr. NIHARINDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The question thlt I 
wanted to ask 


Mn EPIAICIII: I cannot allow that. 
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Mr. ABOUL WAHAB KHAN: The principal point in the Floud 
Commission Report is the question of State acquisition of samindari 
right. The Commission has very pertinently quoted relevant extracts 
to prove that it is within the powers of the autonomous Gfovemment to 
abolish Permanent Settlement. The *samindar members of the Com* 
mission have, however, in the note of dissent stated that without the 
overwhelming backing of public opinion such a revolutionary change 
should not be effected. But we are all aware of the election manifestoa 
of the major political parties in the last election, from which it will 
appear that they are all pledged to support abolition of Permanent 
Settlement. Public opinion has thus expressed itself already. It is 
now only the question of comi)en8ation which should be determined. 
From Mr. (Jurner s report it ajipears that the Advocate-General has held 
that some compeifsation has to be given to the samindar, but it need not 
be full compensation or market value but only what the liegislature 
t^ink fit. From the rent history of Bengal, Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain lias traced in his note of dissent that the rents 
of Bengal have been enhanced at least by 160 per cent., since Perma- 
nent Settlement, although there were definite instructions from the 
Court of Directors to the effect that the current rent of the raiyat 
should be as certain as the revenue of the zamindars. The landlords 
ha\e expropriated the raiyat^ to the extent of 500 crores by enhancing 
rents and if this be adjusted against the compensation even at 20 times 
of the landlord s profit the landlord should not only not get anything 
but should disgorge 400 crores. These important factors should bo 
given due weight in fixing compensation and I think it will be more 
than right if only 5 times is given as compensation and that at a 
graduated scale, say, from 2 times to 8 times — the larger estates and 
zamindars having less, as their market value is much less. 


Public opinion has already expressed itself, the Commission have 
also by a clear majority found in favour of aWition of Permanent 
Settlement and it is now up to the Legislature to give effect to the 
recommendations and stop for ever the absurd practice of allowing more 
than three-fourths of the land tax to l)e apfiropriated by a class of indi- 
viduals for their private benefit, enjoyment and luxury while for want 
of money in the coffers of the State our education, our agriculture, and 
our industries are being starved to death. We must abolish Permanent 
Settlement and must bring the actual tillers of the soil in direct touch 
with the State. But I agree it will take a few years to give full effect 
to State acquisition. In the meantime we should do all we can to 
imi^ve the lot of the raiyatt who are the backbone of the country and 
to improve our finance for introducing ameliorative measures. 

The following are gome of the important noommendation* of the 
Commimion regarding which there will be ray little differmioe of 
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opinion and there are no insurmountable dif&culties in giving effect to 
them almost immediately. It is therefore our united demanff that the 
Government should declare their acceptance of the recommendations on 
the floor of the House and should state definitely by which date they 
will be in a position to give effect to them : — 

The imposition of an agricultural income-tax has been recommended 
unanimously by the members of the Commission and they have 
also recommended that the whole tax should -be applied solely for the 
improvement of agriculture (vide paragraph 137, page 64). Govern- 
ment should immediately give effect to this recommendation. Agricul- 
tural income-tax may be provisionally fixed on the basis of assets deter- 
mined at cess revaluation, 20 per cent of the assets being however 
deducted on account of cost of collection and non-iealisation. Any 
assessee proving less collection might be given refunds at the end of the 
year. 

The Commission in paragraph 152 of their report have recommended 
that transfer of raiyati lands should be restricted to families owning 
less than 20 acres (or less than 5 acres per head) in order to prevent 
accumulation of large quantities of laud in one hand except for 
scientific large scale farming. A Land Alienaliou Act on these lines 
should be enacted at once. 

The Commission has recommended small irrigational schemes 
for increasing the twice cropped area {vide paragraph 213 of the report). 
Government should set aj>art Rs. 5 lakhs or so annually for these small 
irrigational works and Government should initially bear the entire cost 
of such works and should get these works done through Director of 
Village Reconstruction. One-third or one-fourth of the cost might be 
recovered later on in easy instalments after the land is improved. 

The Commission in paragraph 226 of their report have recommended 
that in view of the pressure of population on land, Government should 
take the initiative in the development of factories in rural areas and 
of cottage industries and that this could l>e done by GovernmenVs 
purchasing a certain i)ercentage of share, by guaranteeing dividends 
up to a certain limit or by assuring the purchase of a certain quantity 
of maniifactured articles. Government should at once find out what 
local industries are struggling and what new industries can be started 
in rural areas with prospect of profit and should start encouraging 
them as recommended by the Commission. As an encouragement to 
cottage industries they should start State-financed cottage indoitry 
factories with the men of the Department of Industries who have been 
drained in various cottage industries and should eventually sell off 
the Hetories to the employees after raising the share capital from their 
§mj at a monthly rate of 6^ per cent, or so. 
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In paragraph 27C of the report, it is stated that in the opinion of 
the majority there is no justification for enhancing rents of raiyati 
80 long as the present land revenue system remains unaltered, as^the 
increase in rent due to enhancement would not be returned to the 
raiyaU in the shape of improved social services. In paragraph 37 of 
their report the Commission has quoted an extract from the despatch 
of the Court of Directors sanctioning Permanent Settlement from 
which it will appear that it was one of the objects of Permanent Settle- 
ment to make the rents of raiyat* as fixed and certain as the revenue 
of zamindars. The report however states that no provision to that effect 
was made in the Permanent Settlement Regulation of 1793, but the 
Commission evidently overlooked the provisions of Regulation IV of 
1794 to which pointed attention has been drawn in the note of dissent 
of Khan Bahadul* Suiyed Muaxzamuddin Hossuin, i)age 282, which was 
really the IVrumunent Settlement Regulation of raiyatji^ but its provi- 
s^n became infructuous on passage of Ptittjum and Uopium regulations 
giving arbitrary powers of distraint and dispossession to Kamindars for 
ensuring punctual payment of Government revenue on which alone the 
success of the Permanent 8»dtlement scheme depended. But what- 
ever the effect might be, there is no denying the fact that Court of 
Directors had ordered rates of rent of raiynts to remain fixed and 
unaltered for ever and actually a regulation to that effect was passed 
within a year of enactment of Permanent Settlement Regulations. The 
Taiyat,^ were however weak and the zamindars on being armed with 
arbitrary j)owers, the former could not retain the rights as solemnly 
given to them as to the latter. In the face of these facts with what 
show of justice and e(iuity can the present JiCgislature even now allow 
further enhancement in the rents of raiyafs, especially when at pages 
256 and 257 the representatives of the zamindars in the Commission in 
their note of dissent definitely disclaim all right to enhance rent of 
raiyals except for improvement effected at their (zamindars^) cost? In 
their note of dissent at the bottom of page 246 of the report, the 
zamindar members definitely say, “We do not seek to enhance rents 
ordinarily and stand for fixity of rents in normal circumstances. It 
is only in the case of improvements effecfed by landlords that a legiti- 
mate return Tor their investments should l>e assured.’' The phrase 
“We (zamindars) stand for fixity of rent" is very significant. How can 
after this any question of enhancement of rents of raiyat arise except 
on the ground of improvement by zamindars P Should not the Jjegis- 
lature once for all set at rest the question of enhancement by landlords 
by restricting it definitely on account of improvements at landlords' 
oosiP , We think they should go further and enhancements made on 
other grounds if proved in court should be declared as non-realisable. 
This will be only consistent with their own admission. Instead of 
driving the raiyaU to law courts, it will perhaps be better to eiiaet 
a law declaring all enhancements made by landlords nnrealisable except 
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for iml^roTement made by them and amending the Bengal Tenancy AA 
to the effect that the enhancement sections except only the one regard* 
ing^enhancement on the ground of improvement by landlords^ am 
inapplicable to tenants of permanently-settled area. 

The above five points are our immediate demands and we do hope 
they will be accepted by the Government. 

Miharaji $A8HI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUOHURY, of Mukta- 
gaoliai Mymansingh : Mr. Speaker, Sir, amidst reports of the Com- 
mission and their comments and various other speculations we have not 
yet been apprised of the definite jmlicy of the Government. From 
consideration of surrounding circumstances, I would not have thought 
the present moment to he a very proper occasion for the discussion of 
such a controversial subject which involves the interest of a large number 
of people in the province. T do not propose to w’asfe our time at this 
stage over the theoretical discussions about the contrary claims of thp 
State, zumindars and tenants about the proprietorship of land. Ivet us 
consider the problem from the practical standpoint. 

I would ask you to remember that the landed proprietorship has, 
of late, been the first jxiint of attack by successive expropriatory legis- 
lations. Before the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1928, the value of 
proprietary interest was between <10 to 40 times of the net profit. After 
the legislation of 1928, the value deteriorated to 20 to 2^ times. Again 
in 1908, legislation took away the rights to pre-emption and transfer 
fee amounting to about 40 lakhs of rupees a year. The imposition of 
education cess has redu<‘ed the value still further. 

Beaides, the iinjxisition of the burden of collecting road and public 
works and education cesses, free of cost, entail a sacrifice of about 26 
per cent., which includes costs of realisation and unrealised amounts. 
Landholders collect on behalf of the Government cesses of over 40 lakhs 
of rupees of the tenants’ sliare and as regurd.s the education cess, so far 
as Mymensingh is concerned, over ten lakhs of rupees are realised. So, 
if further imptwitions continue, we can very reasonably apprehend that 
the value of landed interests may he reduced to “nil” and in that case 
the question of multiples of compensation will no longer trouble any- 
body. If this state of things be allowed to continue, who will here- 
after feel any sense of security with respet't to any right in property, 
be it aamindari, tea estate, mill or any other profitable industry? 

The Land Revenue Commission has recommended a scheme of State 
iequiaition of landed interest, though the evidence produced before the 
ChMumission is over-whelmingly against it. Acquisition should generally 
be on the haait of consent of the parties for any scheme of compulsory. 
jMjquisitioii without adequate compensation is bound to react on the 
aommty of any form of private property. If, however, the Oovem- 
aieat ftill persist, then, in my humble opinion, they should first select 
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M particular area for trying the experiment, hecauee I have every 
^^teason to^believe that it will prove to be a failure. The tenants being 
‘encouraged by the trend of present-day legislations are disinclined to 
pay their rents and other dues and are gradually developing a menta- 
lity of non-payment of dues. 

Considering the above, if Government thinks that State acquisition 
will be profitable to the Public Exchequer, then in all fairness, they 
should ])urchase the entire interests from the topmost right down to 
the lowest with proper price. By proper price I mean the sum the 
return on which will yield, at least, to the recipient his present income. 
The pniposed flat rate scheme is arbitrary, us no discrimination is 
proposed to be made as to the comparative value of different kinds of 
lands yielding varying degrees of income, and partial acquisition of 
a few upper intereHts will only mean shifting the rights from one 
class to the oihet. If without paying the proper price, the State 
expropriates them, it will be driving the expropriated jieople to 
^esperation. 

^’ow, the main criticism against the present land-tenure system of 
Bengal, as far us 1 can understand, is (1) that the Public Exchequer 
suffers from an inelastic system of permanent revenue, (2) that the 
State has no direct contact with the actual cultivators of the soil, and 
{•j) that the agricultural improvements are lacking in the present 
arrangement. 

As regards the financial l(»8s of revenue to Government, my answ’er 
is that thougli the incidence of rent is the lowest in Bengal, the 
incidence of taxation is tiie highest. Taxation in Bengal per head is 
Ks. 7-8 as against Ks. 5-11 in Madras, Ils. 3-6 in United Provinces 
and Ks. 1-13 in Bihar. The central taxation per head is Ks. 5-3 in 
Bengal as against Rs, 1-11 in Madras, annas ,9 in United Provinces, 
and annas 2 in Bihar (page 346, Volume I). Bengal pays 36 per cent, 
of the total income-tax, i.e., the highest (page 522, Volume V). Again, 
out of the entire Stamp revenue more than one crore and a half is due 
to the present landed .system. Thus, it cannot be said that there has 
been any financial loss in Bengal owing to the Permanent Settlement- 

Agaiu, if the State come.s into direct touch with the actual tillers 
of the soil, Uie tendency of non-payment, as I have indicated before, 
will constantly keep the publie revenues in a state of flux and 
uncertainty. In that case, there is every risk for the State incur 
financial loss. 

As regards agricultural improvements, my submission is that 
successive tenancy legislations have kepi almost no scope for the display 
of gefsonal initiative by landlords. Rather, I would suggest a provi- 
sion is urgently necessarj^ in tenancy Acts to enable people to acquire 
lands with proper price for improved and scientific agricuIiuTO. Agaii\^ 
it has be^ suggested that State acquisition apart from its financial 
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'aspect, is to be justified mainly on tbe ground of strengthening the rela< 
tions of Government with the actual cultivator. I submit, Sir, it is a 
mere sentiment with neither any practical gain to the Stdte nor any 
improvement as to the lot of the cultivators. Besides the Commission is 
definitely of opinion that no fixity of rent can be guaranteed to the 
tenants. In that case tenants have nothing more to gain. In case of 
State acquisition too, they will have to pay rent and other dues. 

j ) ''' 

The problem of uneconomic holdings, due to pressure of population 
on land, cannot be relieved by State acquisition of superior rent- 
receiving interest. State devoid of the motive force of personal gain 
cannot be expected to effect agricultural improvement, financial limita- 
tions of tbe State also stand in its way. Raiyatwari areas in other 
parts of India — as raiyatwari system has been expressed to be the aim 
of the Land Revenue Commission — do not bear any proof of State 
activity for agricultural improvement. The situation may, of course, 
be otherwise, if the entire lanchi including tenants’ rights are appro- 
priated by State and lands are redistributed so as to form economic 
holdings. In that case, too, future subdivisions either by transfer or 
succession are to be barred for ever. Again it is very doubtful if State 
is in a position to undertake the heavy financial burden it may involve, 
and it is also to be seen if State shall in tliat case be able to employ 
the surplus population that will necessarily be relieved of agricultural 
occupation. 

So, Sir, the real palliative for this chronic malady of rural poverty 
does not lie with the present system of land tenure. It is to be sought 
elsewhere. No good will be done by expropriating landed interests 
except exasperating a large body of loyal citizens and burdening the 
State with heavy financial burdens. If again the problem of agri- 
cultural improvement is a pressing one, the present-day communistic 
tendency of non-payment of rent and other legal dues is no less press- 
ing. Private landlords and even the Government are feeling the diffi- 
culties in realising rents. 

On these, Sir, I would press on your consideration to appraise the 
practical effects of the proposed scheme of appropriation and a general 
sense of insecurity with respect to rights in private property it will 
create and most earnestly ask to put a stop to continual disturbance 
of the economic relations of our people and remedy the loss that the 
infringements of rights have caused to landowners, and in fairness and 
equity, as in other provinces, the land-owning community should be 
provided with proper facilities for realising rents speedily and effec- 
tively as they have to discharge their financial obligations to the State 
under the Sunset law. 

Ag^in, in conclusion. Sir. I would ask all to bear in mind the 
^ultimate good of both the landlords and the tenants and I think the 
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Permanent Settlement in lands and the security it confers on rights to 
property hre the best assets that tenants and landlords can count upon 
for the ultimate welfare of our province. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I 
heard with rapt attention the speech read by the Hon’ble the Minister, 
but I must confess that the Hon’ble the Minister did not throw pMlj 
light over and above the re|)ort submitted by the Oommissiotti#(OT, 
as a good Professor of Chemistry he has fully analysed microscopically 
the various ]>oints and issues raised by the Ooinmission, hut before I 
give my views on the recommendations of the Commission I would like 
to remind the House the solemn pledge we gave just on the eve of our 
general election. Sir, it was in the year 1936 that we assured our 
constituency that it should he our primary duty to abolish the 
zamindary system with the Permanent Settlement. Sir, the Com- 
mission was appointed by the Government in the year 1938. I will 
analyse and show the speed and earnestness with which this Govern- 
menl has so long dealt with this vital problem. That Commission was 
appointed in 1938. Government did not know their own mind. After 
one year of the appointment of the Commission three more members 
were added to it j) 088 ibly to add to the voting strength of the Com- 
mission. Sir, tlie Commission submitted its report in two years’ time 
in March, 1940. The same report was submitted again to one Special 
Officer of the Government, Mr. Gurner, to analyse and report on the 
report and that was in July, 194(1 To-day is the 28th of July, 1941. 
After full 13 months Government has come absolutely with no proposal. 
It has come here with the request that, we should discuss this matter. 
What should we discuss? Sir, it was the definite opinion of the over- 
whelming majority of the people of Bengal that zamindary system 
with Permanent Settlement should be abolished. I maintain that view 
that this system should not be allowed to continue and it must be 
abolished, but, Sir, I am afraid Government is not serious. Sir, 
according to the Government of India Act, 1935, this is the last session 
of this House. Had Government been serious, it ought to have drafted 
a Bill and placed it for the consideration of this House this session. 
We will discu.ss this report along with the report of Mr. Gurner. 
Government will possibly invite another Round Table Conference 
consisting of zamindars and tenants and they will also submit their 
report and that will again come bef<»re us for our consideration. Sir, 
this is the way of shelving a question affecting a vital question of this 
country. 

Sir, I must congratulate the Commission for accepting the funda- 
mental, that is, the Commission has definitely recommended the aboli- 
tion* of the zamindary system. The questions that have been raised 
by the Maharaja, namely, the question of obligation, the question of 
other things, the question of jnstification, do not arise at all. Ther^ 
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might be some justification for the East India Company to do this and 
to do that. There might be some obligation of the then Home Govern- 
ment with regard to the permanence of seminary right. But, Sir, Acts 
are repealed. Acts are made by the Legislature, Acts are made by 
Parliaments, and Acts are repealed. This is the custom in the Parlia- 
ment of every country. Sir, we are out to repeal that Begulation of 
1793. We may differ from the Commission in some material parti- 
oculars, that is, we differ from the Commission with regard to the ques- 
tion of compensation. 

It may be 2A per cent. ; it may be 5 per cent, as suggested by 
Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan; or it may be 7i per cent. I have also my 
individual opinion, but not the opinion of the party to which I belong. 
The opinion of the party will be expressed by the leader of the party, 
but my individual opinion is this and I have no hesitation in holding 
that opinion that there is no reason why any compensation should be 
given at all to the zamindars in Bengal, particularly to the old 
zamindars who are enjoying zamindari from the time of the East India 
Company. They have profited much, they have benefited much, they 
have exploited much. So, Sir, the question of giving compensation to 
the zamindars who are enjoying zamindari from the days of the East 
India Company hardly arises. With regard to the zamindars who have 
recently purchased zamindaries. Sir, we may consider their claims with 
regard to compensation that is to l)e given to them. In this respect, 
‘Sir, the Advocate-Genemrs opinion is very clear. We are the 
authority to decide whether compensation vshould \ye given to the 
zamindars or not. It is up to us to decide that. We may give them 
*2^ per cent, or 5 per cent, or more than that, but I must tell those 
zamindars very clearly that there are bad investments and good invest- 
ments. My European friends know very well that there are bad 
investments as well os good investments. If it is a bad investment, 
naturally they will incur loss, and so. Sir, the new zamindars made a 
bad investment and as such they have no justification to claim 
substantiol compensation from this Government. To claim compensa- 
tion mwins that the poor peiistuitry will again be oppressed and 
exploited. My personal view is that no arrears should be paid either 
to Government or to the zamindars. 

Then, Sir, it has been suggested that tlie rate of rent should be 
reduced by Government and that half should go to the zamindars along 
with compensation. The Commission suggested that there should 
no reduction of rent. They have maintained that the rate is fair and 
equitable. Possibly they have said that, but my personal view is that 
the rate should be reduced at least to the extent of 50 per cent., ie 
half. If you ask me, Sir, I can say that I am in favour of peaaant 
proprietorship, and that nothing short of peasant proprietorsldif will 
^ satisfy me. We will develop our agriculture and otiir agricultural 
produce will be taxed and I am sure that if it is done under a Nati<mal 
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Government, the revenue that will come to the coffers of Government 
from land ^'ill amount to more or less 2 orores and 40 lakhs of rupees. 
It cannot exceed Rs. 3 crores au4l in that case. Sir, we will fret more 
revenue from agriculture. 

Our aim and ambition is {>easimt proprietorship. 

Sir, I quite realise that some money was inve.sted by the samiudam 
and the land in some crises was developed by them atul in some oasee 
out of oharitievH they have started some schools or hospittils or other 
public utility (concerns. For th4it they win claim compensation, but our 
claim is the claim of the right to live. Pe;i.H«nts only want to have the 
right to live. In spite of the big charities of zamindars of Bengal 
towards the public utility coucerns, what is the condition of the peasants 
of Bengal ti>-dayy I can say. Sir, from my personal experience that 
this year particukirly 90 per cent, of the {leasaiits of Bengal are not 
getting two square meals a day. Sir, this is the net result. The 
minority view is that this is due to this and that, that this is due to 
the inheritance laws, that this is due to the social ixmdition of the 
Hindus and Mussiilnians, that this is due to tlie birth rate and other 
things. (At this stage the blue light lit up.) Sir, (lovernment was 
given full one hour. Each member wants 20 minutes. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Sarat Chanflra Bosa): You have still three 
minute.s more. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Tkink you, Sir. I will 
put forward m\ proposal before Government. If Government is serious, 
if Government means husiness, if Government do not projxjse to shelve 
this matter, I ask the Hon ’hie the Revenue Minister to C(une forw 4 ird 
w'ith a Bill this The rejHjrt is there. We are iml students 

that we should reipiire an analysis from a Professor or from any 
Minister. We know the condition of Bengal ourselves. We under- 
stand thing.s ourselves. So, 1 a^k the memhors of the Coalition Party 
to he seriou.s in the matter. 1 know* that seveml members of the 
Coalition Party including Mr. Jahiniudtliu Ahmed will give notice of a 
resolution to the effect that the report of the Land Revenue Csimmission 
be given effect to by the 31st December, 1941. I say here that the 
members belonging to the Coalition Party should he .serious and should 
maintain the view that on this report which we are discussing to-day 
Government should be forced to formulate a Bill. Questions of pay- 
ment of compensation, arrears of rent or reduction of rent ate mere 
details. We will put forward our amendments to the Bill according to 
the jifwgoints of our Group. That is immaterial; no discussion is 
necessary. I maintain this view and 1 say again that to allow this 
matter to be discussed in the House is to shelve this matter for good.^ 
This business* should have precedence to any other business that is on 
8 
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the list of business. We can suspend for the time bein^ the Calcutta 
Municipal Bill; we are prepared to suspend for the time being the 
Secondary Education Billaud other Bills, but, Sir, this business cannot 
wait. 

The Ilevenue Minister has laid a great stress on the question of 
minority view and has requested us to ^-onsider the pros and cons of 
the minority view of the Land Revenue Commission. Sir, we have 
considered it. We have considered it twice. We maintain and make 
it cl«ir to him and to others of his way of thinking that we are not 
prepared to consider these matters any longer in view of the fact that 
the peasrfints have a right to live. The conditions of the peasants 
require immediate improvement. Therefore, Sir, the question of 
minority view does not arise. , 

Mr. «l. W. CHIPPENDALE. Sir, we are thankful to the Floud 
Commission, its Secretary and the staff for the immense j>ains taken, 
to simplify so complex a problem and for ]mtting the issues arising 
therein, so clearly before us. The most imjmrtant point which arises 
for discussion is “What is the benefit which aciTues to the cultivating 
raiyaty What does he actually get which he does not now possess?” 
The whole difficulty to my mind, consists in the army of middlemen 
who stand between the zamindar and the agriculturist and take a share 
in (he rent paid. They do nothijig to earn that share. They are more 
in the nature of parasites and they should be the first to go. No tenures 
or under-tenures of any kind should be permitted to come between the 
man who cultivates and the rent-receiver, whoever that may be, whether 
the Government or a privat^e individual. The zamindar with all his 
faults, has hitherto, wittingly or unwittingly, rendered a great and 
distinctive service as a buffer between the tiller of the soil and the State. 
When anything went wTong, there he was ready to be blamed by everj^- 
body including the public. Now', when the Government intends to buy 
over hi« interests and stand in his plac e, the Government must also be 
pre|)ared, in every way, to meet agrarian troubles of every kind and to 
take the most effective measures to quell them, when necessary or 
imperative. There will be no buffer at that time nor any scape-goat 
on which the sins of the many may be laid. Furthermore, if and when 
the Government buy.s up the interests of the zamindar and of the middle- 
men and stands in their shoes and comes into direct contact with the 
cultivator, will that help matters at all? I assure you, it will not 
help either the Government or the cultivators of Bengal. Something 
more is needed, otherwise the old evils will reappear but in another name 
and form. What is needed is to split up agricultural lands into small 
holdings. The unit holding to be neither too large nor too small, but 
enough, and a little more than enough, to satisfy the ambitions of an 
average cultivator with an average family. And furthermore, these 
small holdings should, by law, be rendered incapable of 
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partition into smaller units. If on the death, of an owner- 
cultiva^r there be claimants, more than one, let the holding be put up 
for sale under proiedive restri(‘tions, and the sale-proceeds divided 
among the heirs, but the holding itsell should continue as “one entire 
and indivisible". This is what is needed to benefit the nuyat and 
benefit the country. Without this safeguard, the mere buying in of 
interests will m»t improve the situation nor advance the agricultural 
life of Bengal. With all due respect to the various decisions of the 
Privy Council and the most generous attitude of the Government in the 
I fail to see how any private individual can lay claim to mines 
and mineral rights. What has he or any of his ancestors done to 
advance or support such a claim? Have they made these minerals or 
enhanced their growth and value? 

(At this stage, the House was adjourned for twenty minutes.) 

( A /fee adjourmnmt.) 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Minerals are wholly and entirely a 
bounty of nature and as such belong to the State or to the nation as a 
whole. Mines and mineral rights should, therefore, be nationalised 
and that forthwith, without any corapen8atit)n of any kind to anybody. 
The mere enjoyment of an unjust advantage, in the past, does not 
per se justify any further inroad into the coffers of the State. All 
mines and minerals should belong to the State and any one undertaking 

work a mine must arrange directly w’ith the Government and l)e 
content to take only a reasonable profit on his outlay and endeavour, 
and the remainder of the issues and incomes arising from such sources 
should be utilised by the Stale for nation-building schemes and purposes. 

As regards fisheries, there is no doubt that something should be done 
to help the fisherman and give him a locus standi and a substantial 
interest in this lucrative engagement. At present, he has no rights and 
to use the language of the report “there is no limit to what can be 
exacted “ from him. This is a matter which can he taken up and 
ought to he taken up by Government immediately. 

Before resuming my eeat, let me once more thank all concerned for 
the masterly manner in which they have marshalled their facts in their 
historical setting and formulated their conclusions and recommendations, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Mr. Speaker, Sir, we 
have at last Imd an opportunity of discussing the report of the I.and 
Revenue Commission which has l>een long overdue. Sir, I riee to speak 

this motion, not to represent the parth ular view-point of the Bengal 
Congress Assembly Party which will be done by the Opposition LeaiJer 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, on another occaswn ; 1 rise here, partfoolarly, 
to represent the view>point of a party to which 1 have the hoMnir to 
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beloiif( and a party whose point of view it falls on me on oc^sions to 
express on the floor of this House — I mean the Labour Paiiy of India 
which stands in close relationship with the organisation of the Indian 
peasantry known as the AlUIndia Kisan Sabha. In rising to discuss 
this report the thing that oomes foremost in my mind is that, possibly 
in this House to-tlay, many of us are not aware what momentous and 
historic issue it is that we are about to discuss. Sir, probably its 
importance also is not sufficiently realised. When I look at the benches 
of the Coalition Party, I gasp in amazement to think that those benches 
should have been empty at a time when this report is being discussed, 
which has a hearing not only on the future (lovernment but on the 
wliole fate of the people of Beng4il. It strikes one as a result of a 
mere cursory perusal of the I>and Revenue Commission’s report that the 
Commission has erre<l on the fundamental question, qumely, the stand- 
jKunt from which the question of land revenue system should be viewed. 
The C/ommission, Sir, has erred right through ou this fundamental 
question. It has approached the land revenue system more as a mere 
revenue (luestion, more as a mere administrative problem rather than 
as a living human question for the people of Bengal on whicli the whole 
of our future and the whole of our national economy would depend. 
Now, tliose who start from a wrong angle, those who start from a 
W'n)ng standpoint, cannot he expected to arrive at a correct (‘onclusion. 
They, Sir, did not go to the length of cKuning to grips with the problem : 
they merely go at a tangent to it. The land revenue system in Bengal 
is not a mere a<lministmtive problem: this land revenue system was 
intr<Kluoed in its present form, even before the British (iovernment had 
formally assumed <’onti'ol, in the times of the Last India (oiiiimny: it 
has been the stepping stone of the British power in India, and I think 
the House might congratulate Mr. (’hippendale for throwing very 
imjvoriant and valuable light on this question. Mr. Chippendale talked 
of the sMimindar as the useful scapegoat and as the buffer between the 
State and the people who should hear the brunt of the burden of the 
people’s wrath on his shoulder. The znmindars have been made the 
scapegoats behind which the (Iovernment wanted to hide their misdeeds. 
Just where we sUirt with the fundamental contradiction of a State 
which is not a State of the people, to give expression to the people’s 
interest and the people’s cause, but rather as a machineiy^ for repress- 
ing the people as a whole, such a State is in need of a s^pegoat, andT 
the zamindars, possibly, were set up by them as a scapegoat as well as 
• permanent machinery with which to provide a footing for itself on 
the Imsis of which it would grow. This is a very important fact which 
we must bear in mind when we discuss the Land Revenue CJommission’s 
report. On the basis of tlie land revenue system which was introduced 
in those days the whole of the social structure of the province has 
grown. The clmracteriatic feature of that social structure has been 
that the avenues of employment, initiative as well as the resources of 
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the peopfc* liave been ver>’ rigidly circumscribed. They have been 
circumscribed by the frame-work of the Permanent Settlement itself. 
There was the State whose chief means of revenue was the land revenue 
to be drawn from the peasantry: there were the tillers of the soil who 
were producing that revenue for the Government : and in Wtween those 
tillers of the soil whose number was limited and the Government, there 
was a vast multitude of people who in order to be able to live in this 
land must have « mean.s of living. How were they to be iiuiintained P 
Were they to go into the vshippingP Were they to go into the commerce 
and industries P If that luid been the intention, there imist be oom- 
mercial and industrial developments and pkins conceivwl and undertaken 
for the occufmtion of those peojde. Was that the intention of the State? 
No, certainly not. India, Hengal in particuhir, was to be merely a 
sort of a Kackwyd agricultiiml (olony for the purpose of drawing raw 
materials from and for the purpose of selling industrial gocnls to its 
people. And with a view to making the Government which had no 
social ixKits whatsoever amongst our pwiple going, they needed a sort 
of a Iwind or a net work of non-official police oulpt^sfs, .so to wy. That 
was the wliole (onception on which this IVrmanent Settlement was 
devi.sed in those days and the intermediate strata of the people — a vast 
multitude of people — were made dependent on land, not for producing 
any income hy tilling the land, not by supplementing agricvilUire with 
vitally lleces.s^^^v and useful suhsidiary industries hut just as inter- 
mediaries receiving a share of the rents, so that by this policy of 
Government the whole intermediate strata of the people were made to 
squat on the backs of our tenantry. Moreover, industries began to 
shrink — I do not wish for nothing to rake up hitter memories, hut it is 
iiece.s^sarv also to recall to mind such stories which are not unfounded 
on truth that the textile industry, for instance, was purposely and 
deliberately suppressed. We imiy leave aside those gruesome stories 
about the cutting out of the weavers’ thumbs, but even so the fact 
remains that when the textile industry was falling into decay, various 
other industries were also wiped out of existence hy the Government 
policy as well as by the impiict of new forms of economic, commercial 
and trading activities. The result w’as the creation of an army of 
unemployed men. Moreover, alniut the time of the Permanent Settle- 
ment iilreiidy lakhs and lakhs of the standing army liad lieen thrown 
* out of employment: they had been demobilised. 

The country on that account was infested with thuf/M. We have 
heard of famines. The result was that gradually in Iwtween the 
Government and the tillers of the soil grew up a vast army id 
unemployed. Fragmentation <d land grew in ever more profiortioos 
ondKihe direct result of it was that all those who were not finding any 
other avenue of employment or means of living were falling back on 
land. The pressure on land increasecl but the Iftnd itself did n/e0 
increase in the least and by the creation of the Permanent Bettlemeiit 
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with a view to gain comparative stability, Government made thi entire 
middle classes of Bengal depend on land rent or some share The 

result has been that industry’ has not grown in this province, commerce 
has not grown in this province. We hear to-day of crusades against 
non-Bengalees coming and inonop<dising our industry, commerce and 
trade. This state of allairs is a direct product of the land revenue 
system. ‘ Those who might have othemi.se gone forward in industrial 
enterprise, who might have devoted their initiative and energy for the 
creation of other means of living — the eorre.sixmding classes of which 
have been enterprising traders and merchants in Ahmedabad and other 
pui-ts of India — remained as intermediary ranjutu between Government 
and landlords. It is the cumulative effect of that process which was 
nurtured the developing crisis of the social and economic life of Bengal. 
To-day it is no gmxl for Government to stand aside as a nfutral observer, 
and to try and Hpjxution blame to others for the legacy of its own 
delilKU'at(‘ inisdetMls. It is (he dir(‘ct <mtcome of GovernmenPs 
ixdicy. By that jxdicy they created an army of unemployed; they shut 
out avenues of employment for the vast majority of our peojde between 
the Government and the landlords. Only an iuhuitesimal fraction was 
absorbed in the services to carry on the administrative functions of the 
Government. In its trail the Permanent Settlement at last gave rise 
to the system of usury — the system of money-lending resulting in 
the permanent slavery of the peasant to debts which also has led on 
to the worst ruination of the province. Now to-day we are faced with 
a desiH*nitely imi)ovenMhed iieasantry. We are faced with a vast army 
of uneiujdoyed. We are faced with a jxwitiim where industry has 
hardly develoj^ed even beyond its infant stage. There are no ctnumercial 
openings for the people. How are you going to solve this piohlem? 
Jjaml cannot l)e taken just as a men* problem of revenue administratitm 
•of Government ; whether Government have lost in revenue or Govern- 
ment have giined in revenue as n result of Peimaneiit Settlement is 
not the vital point. The (jiiestion is whether this system benefited tiur 
]ieople or whether this system has ruined our i)eople. This has ruined 
our people as it undouhtwlly has and a.s we find it universally admitted 
io-dny. Those now' in seat of power ui-e simply trembling at the 
prosfieet of agrarian revolt. We have heard an honourable member 
on one side talking alxuit the danger of communism and ntvrent move- 
ment. There ara all these dangers, undoubtedly. But the greatest 
danger of all is the failure to tackle the prablem and come to grips 
with it. To go at a tangent will not lead to a solution. The 
Revenue Oommission should have iHmsidered the tiuestion of the land 
..^jftem of the province in its bearing on the whole social and ecoooe^c 
Hie of our people and from that standpoint it should have taken into 
(Airnsideratioii also the other branches of industry, commerce, trade and 
profesaicms which are intimately related. Only a comprehenaive^ 
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connected scheme can jfive ns a solution. From that standpoint 1 find 
from the Land Revenue ('ommission’s report that it has naiTowed down 
its scope and wnmp issues. It is no more a question of com- 

pensation here and there. The question has arisen about expmpiiation. 
It is well known that vast stnita of our jieople do not deiJend entirely 
on their land rent for their ineoiue, but they are nevertheless tied down 
to land. The entire taluhtlar class of this prt>vince, the entire small 
land-holding classes ot this province would not mind, I am sure, from 
the standpoint of their In^ttei judgment, seeing that their little rent- 
receiving holdings were expropriated, if in return they brnml an 
assurance and guarantee fi>r employment ft>r their sons, ivlations and 
dependents who are to-day clamounng for employment. You caniud 
solve this land revenue (piestion without regarding it os a connected 
and integral |Kirt of the question of our entire national economy. The 
question has arisen what compensation to pay to those who will In? 
losing their rent-receiving holdings. The comi>ensation cnnmd be in 
teiins of money. Comjipensation in teiins of money is the least ])art of 
it. (\>mpensation should 1 h^ hy guarantee of employment. Do not give 
them any c(>m]>€n.sation in terms of money, hecausc that money emn- 
l^ensation will only mean im|)osing an added burden tm the j)easantry. 
The zamindar of to-day would become the bojul-holder of t(>-morrow. 
The zamindar instead of having to draw his rent out of the present 
zamindary system would l>eoonie a Ixmd-holdcr to the (Government. He 
would be receiving his income and (Government would Income a glorifiwl 
landholder and would re(juire more revenue. Hut that will not solve 
the problem. Simply by taking over the land by Government as it is 
to-day does not solve the {Jeople’s pnddem. Taking over the land 
means taking over the j>eople’s problem and must Im followe<l by a 
lonnected comprehensive scheme of national planning of which land 
must be an integial [>art. (jovemment should take over laud from 
the rent-receivers for the purj>ose of collectivising agriculture, for 
increasing the yield from land, for developing all the subsidiary indus- 
tries on a province-wide scale, for controlling and taking under State 
contml all the vital industries that are extant. We must take into 
awMiunt the resources in industrial material and man ^lower. That nion 
power cannot die left aside and that is the primary means of a real 
approach to the problem and tackling it. This discussifm will be 
merely by way of expressing our points of view. We shall be in a 
position to classify those points of view and, I hope, later on an opjxir- 
tunity will be given for a serious deliberation about the positive^ outcome 
of this discussion and to formulate definite legislative proposals. I 
suggest that a conference of representatives of all parties of this House 
together with experts from outside and the representatives of the 
tenants also might be brought together U> approach this problem from 
this standpoint and to take immediate actiem. Meanwhile, Sir, I thlak 
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that instead of wasting Rs. 98 crores, as suggested, for ^li© mere 
IMirfhase of land, Gavemment may conceive a bolder plan* to raise at 
least Rs. 100 crores immediately and if necessary to float greater amounts 
of money from the mcmey markets of the world in order to finance a 
comprehensive scheme which will be of real benefit to the people of 
the province. 

Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, I have listened with very 
great interest and care the observations made by my previous speakers. 
1 must frankly say that most of them have considered only the one side 
of the shield and have completely overlooked the other side which is 
perhaps the most iniiK>rtant asjXH;t of the situation. 

Perhaps in their gi-eat anxiety to se© the zamindars completely 
crushed and the zamindary system completely annihilated they have 
ignored this and have not considered the matter in its true {)erspective 
and in all its a8i>ects. May I ask them with all the seriousness and 
earnestness that T can c(nnmand that if the recommendations of the 
Commit-Hion are immediately given effect to then what will be its effect 
on the economic, political and social conditions of the country at large? 
Have they earnestly considered what will he its effect on the whole 
nation? ITave they seriously judged how much and how far the raiyats 
— I mean the real and actual tillers of the soil — will W really 
lK?nefittHl by it, and how far their lot will he iinj/roved? To my mind. 
Sir, it may prove detrimental to their interest which is but the interest 
of the nation as a whole. 

The Gommission has said that the Bengal raiyats are not heavily 
taxed. I do not know if this is acceptable to this House. If that be 
the ame then what sixnufic and sjxcial benefit or relief the raiyats will 
really get out of it. 

If the idea is only to efface the zamindars and to establish a national 
estate with only the Government and the actual tillers of the soil, even 
then I do not know what Ismefit th(‘ raiyats will derive out of if. It 
is yet to lx‘ ascertained whether the raiyats are more happy in a khas 
mahal or under a zamiudar. 

If this the idea, tlien 1 also earnestly pray that let the [sdicy 
of (Hir new ally — I mean the Ijemnian princii>le of Soviet Russia — 
be adoj>ted an<l all ve8te<l interests be simultaneously expropriated. 

Sir, I may be jiermitted to say that like a businessman who invests 
his funds for a trade, commerce or industry, we and our forefathers 
invested our hard earned funds for a business on lands. W© actually 
purchased these properties on {luyment of fair and equitable pr^es. 

If other businessmen are allowed to carry on their business with 
impunity, may I enquire on what inrinciple of justice or equity our 
properties will be expropriated? 
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Now 'coming on the other side — ^namely, the actual situation in 
the country, I may claim to s[)eak with my very closa and intimate 
knowledge of the actual situation in the country — specially in the 
West Bengal, I am fully convinced that this measure if given effect to 
will create a revolution in the sm'ial, economic and jxditical stmctui’e of 
the whole Bengali community. The pro|K>8ul8 as embodied in the report 
are based almost entirely on theoretical prt^xisitions and ideas and it 
bespeaks a colossal ign(>rance of the actual situation in the country at 
large. The Permanent Settlement has worked fi>r well oirer a (5entury 
and a half and during these long years this system has bt)Idly withstood 
not only the onslaughts of the liOgislnture but it has also fm^ed nobly 
and faithfully all .sorts of calamities — floods, famines and the like. 
Sir, the Bengal zamindars have played a most iiniwutiint jwrt in shaping 
the luesont economic, s(K*ial and jaditicnl conditions of the country. 

1 cannot say with authority alamt the actual state of affairs in the 
East Bengal but from my most intimate knowledge of West Bengal, 

I may say that most of the public institutions like the (rtdleges, sch(X>l8, 
vtadrassahs, tols and muktahs, charitable dispensaries, asylums for 
invalids and iiifirms and also public utility works like the construction 
of rtKuls, bridges, einlwinkments, irrigation channels, drinking w^ater 
tanks, etc., owe to a very largt* extent their establishment and existence 
to the noble-minded and public-spirited generosity of the landholders. 
As a tnje man of the rural area, us one who lives actually in the rural 
areas and with rural people for a considerable ixrrlion of the year, I may 
say that the agriculturists for obvious reasons will still prefer to remain 
a rai^at under a zamindar than directly under the (Government. In a 
country where people are daily dying in thousands from malaria and 
other pi-eventible diseases, w'here more and more lands are gradually 
lying fallow eveiy year for want of pro])er irrigation facilities, where 
still a large numlsM- of peojde are daily dying without any |Woj)er 
medic4il treatment and where |ieople are daily Iwing enfeeblcHl and 
emasculated due to poverty, sickness and starvation, the result is that 
now in many cases the actual agricultural o|>erationH are lieing don© 
by hired labouiers coming from outside the province. 


The actual situation in different districts is widedy different. Thus 
in the Burdwan distric t with an area of 2,C)(J9 square miles the land 
revenue is Rs, «‘10,4d,000 and the incidence of taxation is 4J annas per 
head of ix>pulation. In Ilooghly with an area of about 1,200 square 
miles the land revenue is about Rs. 0| lakhs and the incidence of taxa- 
tion i>er head of population is 4^ annas; while in Dacca with an area 
cd S)|700 square miles the land revenue is only Rs. 6,63,000 and the 
incidence of taxation is annas per he^id of population. The same 
is also the case in Mymensingh with an area cjI over 6,000 square iniletr 
and the land revenue is only about Rs. 10 lakhs. 
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Thus it will be seen tbat the West Bengal districts are most highly 
assessed and heavily taxed, leaving a very small margin of jfrofit or 
income to the samindars. • 

The idea that the zamindars have a huge profit is equally an 
erroneous idea. Owing to various reasons there has been an alarming 
shrinkage in the total area of agricultural lands in many districts. 
In my district of Hooghly the total cropped area has been in 1880, 
541,400 acres, in 1901, 491 ,<300 acres and in 1931, it has gone further 
down to 293,900 .acres (inly. Thus within a period of 50 years there 
has Wn an alaming shrinkage of 45 per cent, of the net cropped area. 

So while the land revenue remains the same as before, the rent roll 
has been practically rwlucwl by 45 [>er cent, of what it was 50 years ago. 
This being the aciual state of affairs how can there be a good profit 
to the zamindars particularly in the decadent and dyin^ districts like 
Burdwan and IffarghlyP 

Now, Sir, regarding the proposal for the imposition of in(H)me-tax 
on agricultural income, I must say it is highly unjust, improper and 
grossly unfair. I would earnestly request the House to consider 
whether it is not a fact that while the non-agricultural income, i^e., 
income from trade, o/)mmerce or industry or any other profession is 
taxed only in the shape of income-tax, the agricultural income is 
nlrendy most heavily taxed in the shape of road cess, iniblic works cess, 
primary education cess, union nites and last but not the least the 
heaviest toll, which the agricultural income has to l)ear is due to ever- 
increasing sickness and poverty of the agriculturists. The Government 
has failed and most hopelessly failed to improve their lot in any way 
as yet. I submit that the sum total of all these taxes on the agricul- 
tural income taken up together is juoportionately much more than the 
income-tax now fwyable for non-agricultural income. So a fresh tux 
on agricultural income will be not only unfair, but it will prove to be 
n very heavy burden which wall l)e almost impossible for them to pay. 
Moreover at a time when so many districts in the provinc/o have been 
the unfortunate victims of flood, cyclone or famine and when due to 
-the great war the prices of food and other articles of daily use have gone 
up considenihly, the time is not at all opportune for the imposition of 
such a tax. 

From the condition now prevailing in our part of the country I may 
say tbat the lot of raiyais w'ill not in any way improve even if they 
are completely exempted from the payment of any rent consecutively for 
3 or 4 years to come. I am ready to accept a challenge to prove that 
in any selected area within my own zamindary. No lasting and real 
improvement can be achieved unless the physical condition of the people 
is improved, unless the people are free fn>m malaria and unless the 
fSftility and productivity of the lands are winched. Let the popular 
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Ministry rise^qual to the occasion to achieve these ends. As a member 
of smallest minority group in this House where out of 260 members 
we are only 5, I appeal to you, Sir, Mr. Speaker and through you to all 
the members of this House not only to my right or left but all around 
me, not to be carried by emotions and sentiments but to ionise for a 
while and seriously consider the actual situation in the country* and 
real state of affairs prevailing in the c(mntry, l>efore proceeding any 
further. 8j)eakiug on behalf of the landlords I may say that the 
zamindars are fully conscious of their present |>osition, they are fully 
alive of their duties, clearly aware of their resiKmsibilities and alert 
of their impending danger. But the zamindars are ready to rise equal 
to the o(’caaion and to make any sacrifice if they are only convinced 
that therein’ the true salvation of the masses will be achieveil. 

Sir, I once again repeat that these proposals which are bused, as 
I have stated before, not on actual realities, will not l)e able to achieve 
the desired object of really improving the physical, e<'onomi(: and 
political conditions of the actual tillers of the soil, which feed the 
whole nation. 

In short, to ray mind it aims at having a meiisure which will iTeate 
a colossal chaos, social evolution and e<*onomic revolution in the country 
without doing any real good to those for whom it is intended. 


Adjoiimnieiit. 

The House was adjourne<l at 7-45 p.m, till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 29th July, 1941, at the Assembly House, C^ilcutta. 
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Proeeedingi of the Bengal Legislative Assembly /tssembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 29th July, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble Ministers and 188 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to vdikh oral answers were given) 

Temporary assistants in Bengal Secretariat. 

M2. Mauivi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charire of the Finance Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(1) the number, 

(2) educational qualification, and 

(8) length of service, 

of temporary assistants working at present in the various departments 
of the Secretariat? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any steps 
have l>een taken to make them permanent in pursuance of the promise 
given by his predecessor in this Hiuise in reply to a similar question 
on Ist April, 1988? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Clerkship Examination is conducted by the Public Service Commission? 

((/) If 80 , will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state whether 
that body was asked to examine the question? 

(c) If so, with what result? 

(/) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 


MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 

Hen’ble Mr. H. S. Buhrewertfy); (a) A statement is laid on the table- 
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(b) Tid honourable member is mistaken in saying that my predeces- 
sor gave an^ such promise. The scheme of the Secretariat Recruitment 
Rules is that permanent vacancies should be oft'ered to the best 
examinees of the year in which the vacancies occur and in this way 
only can Government hope to obtain the best candidates of each year. 

Temp(>rary vacancies are offered to those who do not pass the 
examination sufficiently high to obtain a permanent appointment. 
From time to time when a temporary post is imule permanent oppor- 
tunity is taken to absorb au assistant who has a long record of efficient 
service in that post but Government are satisfied that tlie present policy 
of filling each year’s peniianent vacancies by the best candidates from 
that year’s examination is sound and must be adhered to. 

(c) Yes. ^ 

(f/) and (c) The Recruitment Rules have recently been revised in 
consultation with the Public Servi<e (Commission and the decisions 
arrived at on this point are summarised in (/>). 

(/) Does not arise. 
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Primary whoola and lavy of education cess in Mymansing^ distriot. 

•13. Hr. JNANENORA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: {a) Will the 
Hon'ble MifliKter in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) what the aiiKiuiit of annual revenue is from education cess in 
the district of Mymensingh; and 

(//) the nuinl>er of primary schools that existed in the district of 
Mymensingh liefoie the education cess was levied? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
t»latement showing — 

(i) the nunilier of new primary schools (thaiia by thana) estab- 
lished; and 

(il) the numlier of Hindu and Muslim teachers ajipointed after the 
levy of tlie same cess? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister pleased to state whether new 
scheme of primary education covers adult education also? 

(<1) If the answer to (c) 1 k» in the negative will the Him’hle Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereol? 

(c) Has the attendance of the schools referred to in (b) been made — 

(i) compulsory for the children living within theii’ orbits; and 

(ii) free, in the sense that no charges for school fees and IxMiks 

are made from the children or their parents, and guardians? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr^ A* Kt Faziul Huq): Ks. 8, '>8,704 (estimate). 

(ii) ;bd88. 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(r) Ts’o. 

(d) Adults are not ihildrcn in terms of clause (d) of section !* of 
the Bengal (Rural) Ibimary Kducation Act, 1930. 

(e) (i) Jio. 

(ii) Yes; free in the sense that no school fees are charged; but 
books are to be providetl by pupils. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause ( 6 ) of starred question No, 13, 




No. of Bobools 

Serial Name of oirolee. 

Name of thanaw. 

eetabliehed 

No. 


after the levy 
of edoeation 



oeee. 

1. Sadar, Mynwcunne^ 

(1) Kotwali 

*69 

(2) Trwa 

51 

X HnlrteetiiTVit 

(3) Muktagaoha 

62 

(4) Fulbaria 

55 




QUESTtom. 

e 

No. of schools 

Sorial Name of circles. 

Name of tlianas. 

eetabliabed 

> No. 


after the levy 

» 


of educattoa 
cess. 

3. Phulpuor 

(5) Phulpur 

83 


(6) Haluaghat 

45 

4. Nandail 

(7) Naitdail 

71 

5. lawarganj 

(8) Iswarganj 

104 

6. Gaffargaon 

(9) Gaffargaon 

72 


(10) Hhaluka 

45 

7. Jamalpiir 

(11) Jaiualpur 

75 


(12) Nakta 

30 

8. Sherpur 

. . (13) Sluirpur 

97 


(14) Nahtal>ari 

85 

9. Dewanganj 

(15) Dewanganj 

50 


(16) lalampur 

50 


(17) SrilMird) 

53 

10. Sariahabari 

(18) Sarmhabari 

31 


(19) Meiandah 

36 


(20) Madarganj 

31 

1 1 . Tangail 

(21) Tangail 

66 


(22) Baaail 

45 

12. Nagarpur 

(23) Nagarpur 

66 


(24) Mtnr.apur 

60 

13. KaUhati 

. . (25) Kahhati 

75 


(26) Ghaiail 

55 

14. Gopalpur 

. . (27) Gopalpur 

92 


(28) Mmlhupiu' 

43 

15. Netrakona 

(29) Netrakona 

39 


(30) Purbadhala . . 

50 


(31) Durgiipur 

43 

16. Barhaita 

.. (32) Barhtttla 

26 


(33) Atpara 

30 


(34) Knlniakanda 

34 


(35) Mohangfinj 

36 

17. Keoclua 

. . (36) Kondtm 

62 


(37) Klmliajun 

23 


(38) MimIiui 

13 

18, Kialioreganj 

(39) Kmhon'gunj . . 

35 


(40) HuHMunpur , . 

30 


(41) Itna 

39 


(42) Tartu) 

30 


(43) Karmganj 

45 

19. Bajitpur 

(44) Hnjitpur 

38 


(45) Aatai^arn 

29 


(46) NikU 

42 


(47) Kuliarchar 

25 

20. Kathiadi 

. . (48) Kathiadi 

47 


(49) Fakundia 

36 


(50) Bhairab 

33 


Stakment showing the number of Hindu and Muslim teachers appointed in 
pnmary schools in the district of Mymensingh after the levy of the Educa^ 
Mon cess in the distrud. 


6 


HkKhw 


M04 
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Muhaimnadaii Marriaga R^iatry OIDcas in Myrnanslngk diatriot 

14« M'ft CIASUDDIN AHM'EDs (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education (Registration) Deimrtmeut aware that the 
Kiwi Advisory Board of Mymensingh imssed a resolution for the estab- 
lishment of one Muhammadan Marriage Registry Office at each thana 
of the district P 

{!>} If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there 
is any Muhammadan Marriage Rcgistrj- Office at Madarganj, Melan- 
dahaP 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking early steiis for the establishment 
of Muhammadan Marriage Registry Offices at each thana of the district 
especially at Madarganj and MelaudahaP 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: («) Yes. 

(6) and (c) A new Marriage Registry Office has recently been 
sanctioned with heiidquiuttws at Madarganj for Madai-ganj' iiolice- 
station and unions Nos. 1 to .‘1 of the adjoining imlice-station Melanda 
and another at Narundi for unions Nos. 2 to !) of .lamalpur jxdice- 
statiou, the remaining unions of the Melanda pi dice-station continuing 
under the lairent office at .Jamalpur. The above division was sanctioned 
by Government after due consideration of the reixirt of the IHstrict 
Advisory Committee, public convenience and administrative facilities. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(uwwfln to which were hud on the table) 

Raoomtruotion of Sundalpur Debt Settlement Bowd, Tipiiera. 

fc Mr. RAMIZU.ODIN AHMED: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
m charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether the Subdivisional Officer (North), 
fomilla, has submitted recommendations for the reconstruction of tiie 
S^dalpur Debt Settlement Board, police-station Daudkandi, in 
TipperaP 

^ (6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to sUte when the reconstructed Board is likely to 
be puUished in the GasetteP 



QUESTIONS. W 

MINiItER in charge of the C(M>RERATIVE CREDIT md 
RURAL IMDEBTEONECS DEPARTMENT (the Heii*ble Mr. MiikHmIn 
Behary Mullick): The matter is under consideration of the local 
officers. 

Hr. 8HAHEDALI: AVill tl»e Hon’ble Minister W plewHed to state 
whether he received any recxininieiidation for the reiMinstruet ion of the 
Sundalpur Debt Settlement Boiird recently? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the non'ble Minister l>e pleased to state 
whether Mr. Martin, Commi.ssiouer of the Chittajronj; Division, said 
to this effect with regard to the Sundalpur Debt Settlement Hoard: 

“You ftire correct in saying that the Collector recommended the 
reconstitution and I accepted the Collector’s retom me mbit ion and 
forwanled the new name to the Government on the 10th February, 
1941.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. You have supplied 
all the information. 

Average rate of rent per aore of land. 

IS. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Will the Hon’blo Minister 
in charge of the Ke venue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by district, the existing average rate of rent 
per higha or per acre of land payable by the raiyats? 

MINISTER in charge of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (th# 
Hon’blo Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): The attention of the member 
is invited to the figures showing the incidence of cash rent jier acre for 
raiyaii and \ini\eT-raiyatt interests, (!oniained in Table No. VI (a) oa 
page 108 of the Report of the Land Revenue Commission, Bengal^ 
Volume II, copies of which were circulated to the members of the 
Legislature. 

Report of tho Non-Agrioultoral Tonanoy Oommittoe. 

11. Mr. MD. ISRAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Eevenue Department be pleased to state whether the report of the 
Tenancy Committee has since been submitted and 
published in the Gazette? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon' hi# 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for such unusual delay? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — t 

(i) the number of sittings of this Committee till the 15th July, 
1941; 

(n) the work done up to date; and 

(iit) when the rejwrt of this Committee is likely to be available to 
the members of the Assembly? 

The Hon»We Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) and (c) (Hi) 

The ref)ort has only lately been submitted to Government. It will not 
be published in the Calcutta Gazette but copies have already been sup- 
plied to members of the Ijegislaturc. Copies have also been supplied 
to all leading newspapers for publication. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(r) (/) and (n) There were in all 21 meetings of the Committee. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the TIon’ble Minister ])e 
plevised W sUite wlwit steps Government did lake in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, does the 
question arise out of it? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view ot the tact that tlie 
rei>ort of tlie Committee was publiNlied, will the llon'hle Minister be 
pleased to consider the <lesirahility of considering the rerommendations 
of the (kmimittee? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Yes, Govern- 
jnent are (oiisidering. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: AVill the llon'lde Minister be 
ple4»sed to state when they are going to (Mmsider the recommendations 
of the Committee? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As soon as 
possible. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: AYill the Hou’hle Minister be 
plaased to state whether there is any chance of considering the desir- 
ability of these recommendations during this session? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have stated, as 
eoon as possible. ’ 



ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 




ecf 


AdjourniMnt motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker. Sir, 1 beg leave of 
the House to move an adjournment moHou, for which you luive been 
pleased to give wur wnsent, relating to the communique iasued by 
Oovernment lost evening and published this morning. The motion is 
in the following terms; — 

“This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent piiblic imjvortanoe and of recent occurrence, namely, the decision 
of Government to withdniw for the present the concession of premature 
relejise of terrorist prisoners under (Minditions as announced thix)Ugh a 
Press communique issued on ‘28th July, 1941, and published in the 
newspiipers on July, 1941”. 

Sir, a ''hort statement as recjuired under the rules is appended here- 
with. Ma> 1 hand (j\er the paj>ers to you for your perusiill' 

(The jwipers \\{*ie hande<l <»ver to Mr. Spoitker for his perusail. ) 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Put. Dr. S^niyal, after coming here 1 find that 
there is a res<duti<m which is No. 8 in the list of non-ofticial resolutions, 
standing in the natiie 4)t Mr. Satya Priya Hauerjee, rehit ing t/O the 
same is.sue. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am afraid, Sir, you have entirely 
misunderstood the issue. Re.s<dution No. 8 relates to the Defence of 
India Rules prisoners, hut this motion deals with Government’s new 
order concerning terrorist prisoners, I think neither Mr. Bunerjee nor 
Government could anticipate the new [sdiev and could conceive that 
resolution No. 8 would include terrorist prisoners as well. We claim 
that terrorist priMiners belong to a different category, and I submit 
that the purport of Mr. Bauer jee’.s re.solution is cert4nnly entirely 
different. 


Mr. 8PEAKER* T find that this resolution includes fxditical 
pri.soners of the terrori.st type, through the words “other f»olitioal 
prisoners” in addition to prisoners under the Defence of India Act. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DMTTA MAZUMDAR; But, Sir, the Jail Code 
does^uot rec^ogni.se fwlitital prisoners those kjiown as the terrorist 
prisoners. They are regarded as convicted prisoners. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am not administering the Jail Code here. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit the rules do iKit prelude 
the discxiHsion or criticism of a Government communique or 4t a new 
Government policy by means of an adjournment motion. Jhat reso- 
lution No. 8 deals with an entirely different matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But I think this question can be raised in oon- 
^nection with tliat resolution. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. May or may not be. We do not 
know the mind of Mr. Banerjee. 

Mr. 8PEAKERS Whatever miffht be in the mind of Mr. Banerjee 
this question can be discussed under that resolution under rule 98(av). 

Of. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL. But, Sir, rule 98 (n>) relates to 
anticipatory motions only. But my present motion is not of that nature. 

Has this particular matter been previously appointed for oon- 
aideration P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It could not have been possible 
because it only came to light this morning. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But only Friday is fixed for non-official reso- 
lution .s. 

Dr. f|Ai-INAK8HA fANYAL: Sir, my submission is this. I 
have tabled a motion specifically to discuss a particular decision of 
Government which was brought to the notice of the public this morning 
and was taken probably yesterday and the resolution given notice by 
Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee de^tls generolly with the immediate release of 
all political prisoners specifically mentioning the Defence of India 
j)risoners in particular 

Mr. 8PEAKER. And other political prisoners. 

Dr. NALINAKEHA 8ANYAL: But particularly mentioning them. 
My motion is on an entirely different subject and could not possibly 
have been previously appointed. In the circumstances of the case, Sir, 
this could not have been done. Rule 98 (?V) mentions that a motion 
must not anticipate a matter which has been previously appoint^ for 
oonsideratiou. I submit that this motion of mine deals with a matter 
^hich could never have been previously appointed for the cwiisideratkiii 
Df the Hpuse. 
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lf4SP^EAKER: I am quite prepared to help you in every possible 
way. us be clear on the definite issue as to whether the terrorist 
prisoners qome within the purview of political prisoners. That has been 
the convention all along on this side of the House. Whatever the Jail 
Code may say, I am not concerned with it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, do the Government admit it? ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I take it that terrorist prisoners have all along 
been taken as politioul prisoners unless Government say they are not. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: The Home Minister has repeatedly 
said that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As a matter of fact, Sir, Govern- 
ment do not recognise any class of prisoners as political prisoners. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I did not notice this resolution before. 
Unfortunately Sir Nazimuddin is ill and what I suggest is tluit in case 
I hold the motion i.s in order 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Sir, you may take time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have given ray txinsent and the preliminary 
stage is over. The only thing is whether it is in order and as a bar to 
it ('oraes rule 98(n’). If that is not a bar then in normal course it will 
be taken up. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if you want to take it up on 
a subsequent day when Sir Nazimuddin may be conveniently present, 
then I will not stand in the way. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If Sir Nazimuddin is able to come to-morrow then 
I will send information to you through the Secretary. 

Th« Hon’Illa Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; He is running a very 
high temperature and it is extremely doubtful whether he will be able 
to come to-morrow. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In any case I will get the information and send 
it over to you, Dr. Sanyal. 

D^ NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* In that case, in the event of Sir 
Nazimuddin not being in a position to come, some other Hon*ble 
Minister may' take it up. ^ 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, is Government prepared to take it up? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: It is better that 
it should be postponed till Sir Nazimuddin is here. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I hope the question of urgency 
will be waived. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Since I have admitted it the question of urgency 
does not arise. Even if it comes up after 10 days, that question will 
not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thank you, Sir. 

( 

Discussion on the report of the Bengal Land Revenue Commission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now take up the discussion of the report 
of the liiiiid Revenue Commission. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the discussion 
that is taking place just now is on one of the most momentous questions 
we have to deiil with. Sir, the Floud Commission was appointed long 
before. Its rejmrt was submitted and thereat U*r an expert was appointed 
to examine the report, Briefty speaking, the question hinges on this, 
w’hether retention or nlbolition of the Permanent Settlement with 
eeniindary .sy.stem will make or mar the future of this province, as has 
been said by Mr. Gurner. 

Sir, in the kst elections, specially we of the Krishak Proja Party on 
^half of the Nikhil Banga Krishiik Proja Samity nmde this item of 
abolition of zemindary system as our first item in our election 
piogramme. Others als<T said this incidentally to catch voters so that 
they might get the sympathy of the public. Sir, Commissions have 
oome and Commissions have gone; reports have been submitted time 
and on. Possibly they have 8upplie<l food for white-ants. (The 
Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Sincih Roy : Not yet.) My friend Sir 
Bijoy savs “not yet“. I do not know whether these reports will also 
meet with the same fate. But whetlier these reports meet with the 
same fate or not does not matter to us. We are determined to see it 
through, — that the Permanent Settlement is abolished — whether Sir 
Bijoy agrees or not. 

Now, Sir, what are the terms of reference to the Commiesiog? Sir 
Bijoy dealt with them yesterday. I will read out only the first item. 
^ The terms are, “generally speaking, to examine the distinct land revenue 
system of Bengal in its various aspects with special reference to 
Permanent Settlement, to estimate the effect of the system on the 
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economic and social struriurc of Bengal and its influence on tlie revenue® 
and adminfstrative machinery of the Provincial Government, to appraise 
the advantages and disadvantages of the existing system and to devise 
what modifications, if any, can and should be made and in what manner 
and in what stages they should be effected; in particular, to examine 
the following questions: — ” Eight questions were framed, 1 need not 
go into all of them. I will simply read out the first one and that will 
serve my purpose. (1) “To what extent the underlying principles of 
the Permanent Settlement are of value to the social and economic 
structure of Bengali^ Have those principles been defeated by the 
commercialisation of cultivating raiyats in land, and, if so, to what 
extent would it be possible and expedient to reassert them by revising 
the process of commercialisation P” 

• 

Sir, in order to have a thorough grasp of the thing we must have a 
review of the past. It is well known — I need not go into details — that 
the position of the cultivator vis-h-vis the State, whether in ancient 
times or during the Hindu rule or the Pathan rule or the Mughal rule^ 
was that the State used to get a certain proportion of the gross produce 
as rent. It varied at times. It might have been one-sixth at one time; 
it might have been one-fourth at one time; it might have been half, 
as is mentioned in reports, at the time of Aurangzeb. Whatever might 
have been the proportion, the fact reraaimn tliat the cultivator used to 
own the soil and the State used to get only a portion of the produce. 

Sir, as I have already said in the beginning not only we made thia 
as an item of our election manifesto, but we believe that the present 
zemindari system or the Permanent Settlement, as it is called, has done 
not only great harm to this province which was >Miid t^i lx? one of the 
richest and most fertile provinces in the whole of India, hut it has 
brought alK)ut a national loss so far as the economic structure!^ 
concerned. 

Sir, l)efore I go into the discussion as to whether the Permanent 
Settlement is beneficial or disadvantageous to the country, let me go 
back to the stage from whence it emanated — I inejui, Sir, the time when 
Permanent Settlement was inaugurated in this country. I will refer 
to the minutes of Ivord ( ’ornwalli.s. It is very well known, Sir, that 
at that time controversies raged over the faf:t whether the jama would 
be made permanent or not. Sir John Shore and (Hant widely differed 
on this point. I will not take the Hou.se to the labyrinth of endless 
and intricate minutes that passed lieiween Sir John Shore, Grant and 
Lor^ Cornwallis. I will not tire the House with the details of those 
minutes, but, Sir, a few quotation.s from the Minute of Lord Cornwallis 
and a few quotations from the Minute of Sir John Shore will possiWy 
serve my purpose. It is very well known that the Britishers came w 
this countiy* at the time of the East India Company. The East India 
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Company penetrated peacefully into this country and in ordef to make 
a fwlid foundation, they had to jret the support of a dm of people 
and it is very well stated in the Minute of Xiord Comw’allis. Therefore, 
Sir, the two points that were raised by I/ord Cornwallis were firstly 
from the financial aspect that permanency of the jama must be made 
and, secondly, that i^reatest importance should be attached to political 
consideration of Permanent Settlement. I would refer you, Sir, in the 
first place to pa^^e 542 of the Fifth Report of the Select Committee. 
This is what Lord Cornwallis said: “We have by a train of the most 
fortunate events, obtained the dominion of one of the most fertile 
countries on the face of the globe, w'ith a population of mild and 
industrious inhabitants, j)erhapH equal to, if not exceeding in number, 
that of all the other British possessions put together. Its real value 
to Britain, depends upon the continuance of its ability to furnish a 
large annual investment to Europe; to give C/onsiderable assistance to 
the treasury at Canton;. and to supply the pressing and extensive wants 
of the other presidencies.” Because, Sir, it is very w’ell known that 
the East India Company was waging war in other provinces to bring 
them under its domination. “A very material alteration in the 
principles of our system of management has therefore become indis- 
pensably necessary, in order to restore this country to a state of 
prosperity, and to enable it to continue to be a solid support to the 
British interests and power, in this part of the world.” Sir, more 
important than this is the political consideration. I would refer to 
page 541. Lord Cornwallis said, “in case of a foreign invasion” — vSir, 
it is a tragedy of fate that Lord Cornwallis being himself one of those 
foreigners who ruled this country, he said — “in case of a foreign 
invasion, it is a matter (pf the last importance, considering the means 
by which we keep possession ot this country, that the proprietors of 
the lands should be attached to us, from motives of self-interest. A 
landholder, who is secured in the quiet enjoyment of a profitable estate, 
can have no motive for wishing for a change. On the contrary, if the 
rents of his lands are raised, in proportion to their improvement, if he 
is liable to be dispoesessed, should he refuse to pay the increase required 
of him, — or if threatened with imprisonment or confiscation of his 
A property, on account of balance due to Government, upon an assessment 
vwhich his lands were unequal to pay; he will readily listen to any 
ifffers w'hich are likely to bring about a change that cannot place him 
in a worse situation, but which hold out to him hopes of a better.” 
Sir, this reminds me of the occasion when Clive on behalf of the East 
India Company bribed certain traitors of this country. He knew that 
in this country bribes could take away a large number of people. Sir, 
Mirsafar, Nanda Kumar, Umichand, Rai Durlav and Jagat Seth--^hese 
Are persons who sold this country. Therefore there was real apprehen- 
aion and Lord Cornwa^i.s held that he should create a class of people 
Ih this province who would be at the beck and call of their superior 
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masters, is the i*rux of the whole thmg why Permanent Settle- 

ment was iijstalled in this country. Sir, it is well known that war had 
been raged in Southern India; wars were being raged in other provinces; 
a stable income was necessary. That was also one of the reasons. 
Therefore, Sir, permanency or otlierwise of the question does not touch 
me. Sir, I will ask this House to seriously consider whether the 
Minute of liord Cornwallis does not strike at the very root of the 
foundation of the structure on which my friends Sir Bijoy waxed 
eloquent last evening. He might be apprehensive and others might be 
apprehensive, but, Sir, in this transitory world, where nothing is 
permanent in this mundane universe, this Permanent Settlement must 
go on for ever! Everybody will go; there will be the rise and fall of 
nations; even the British Empire might crumble to pieces, but this 
Permanent Settlement must remain on the soil of Bengal. Therefore, 
it is an absolute misnomer. 

I have found in one pla(!e that permanency of the jama was referred 
to. That might or might not be the case, but it will serve my purpose 
if I can point out that the stage at which we have arrived at, at that 
stage we are in a position to declare here on the floor of the House as 
legislators sitting here as (Government of the province whether the 
Permanent Settlement should be kept or abolished, because, Sir, the 
East India Company was the sovereign authority then and the Board 
of Directors from England directed Lord Cornwallis to take up 
administration of the province. Lord Cornwallis was an able warrior, 
but he was not a very able admini.strator, but the Board of Directors 
had a great faith in him as an honest and able worker. Therefore, he 
was directed to go to Bengal and bring about a change — a change whi(?h 
would build up a real and solid structure for the Britishers of the 
future. The efforts of Lord Cornwallis did sucr^ed and all the 
differences that existed between Sir John Shore and Grant were of a 
transitory character. Grant believed that the zemindars were not the 
actual proprietors; they W'ere merely collectors. Sir John Shore 
believed that they might have proprietary right, but all the same, they 
might not be given permanency of the jama. Therefore, a 10-year 
settlement should be made with them. That was the point of view 
which Sir Jdhn Shore put forw'ard with which Lord Cornwallis dis- 
agreed, and therefore Lord Cornwallis declared that the Permanenfr*' 
Settlement should be made with the so-called zemindars. Along with 
it, Sir, the other requirement, viz., the fixity of tenure by the zemindar 
towards the tenant must also have been ensured, was the view held by 
Lord Cornwallis. That was not done. The result was that 
the zemindars at their sweet will had evicted tenants 
and # placed new tenants in their places. Sir, I will 
not detain the House by going into the merits and demerits of the 
Permanent Settlement. Everybody knows that the report of the Oonk»« 
miaaien has very thoroughly discussed that question. I will only say 
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that the Permanent Settlement, whatever might have been the original 
intention, has not served any useful jmrpose for the generttl masses of 
the population. On the other hand, the peojde were enticed towards 
land. Of all the provinces, Bengal particularly was lacking in indus- 
trial organisations and money flowed towards laud specially in Bengal, 
I mean money was invested in land- 

Sir, I shall now come to the other side of the question — ^how far the 
zemindar’s share was 10/llth; that is, if the zemindar could collect 
Hh. 10 he would get Re. 1 as commission. The position has just been 
reversed. What has happened to-day P The zemindar has got an 
increased income — about 15 times as much — but the tenantry 


Mff SPEAKER: How long will vou take to fin^h your speech? 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Ten minutes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You have already exceeded your time-limit. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: This is a very important matter. 
Further no one from this side will speak after me. 


Mr, 8PEAKER: Please finish your 8i)eech as early as possible. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Now, Sir, let us see how far the 
zemindars have contributed to the reconstruction of the economic 
structure of this province. I have already told the House about the 
share of jjroduce that the cultivators gave to the (lovernment*. Sir, 
the income derived in that way was spent, and lavishly spent, by the 
majority of the zemindars if not by all. Sir, at the time of the Perman- 
ent Settlement some say it was one-third, some say it was half, let u.s 
take one-third of the whole of Bengal was full of jungles and the 
Teclamation of tho.se jungly lands was held to be of great benefit to the 
country. Tenants cleared those jungles, and brought about economic 
rejuvenation. Rejuvenation of whom? Rejuvenation of the zemindar 
class. It is a travesty of fate that bei'ause the zemindars had perman- 
'•ntly secured their own position right from the beginning of 1793 down 
to the days when the tenants fought for their rights and got some, the 
zemindars used to make w’ar with one another and as there were no 
fixed boundaries in those days, like the Knights of old, they used to 
fight one another and the tenants also came to be involved in it.^ What 
was the result? The result was the tenants not only lost their crops; 
'*Hhe tenants suffered in money also. In this way though the Permanent 
Settlement gave permanency of jnma to the zemindars it never allowed 
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fixity of i%nt to the tenant. Otherwi.^e the Rent Act of 1859 would not 
have been necessary; tlie Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885 would not have 
been necessary; nor the successive legislations of 19128 and 19d8. Sir, 
we on this side of the House want to make our position clear. We want 
to say that the Revenue Commission misjudged the whole case. The 
Revenue Commission in considering whether the Permanent Settlement 
should be retained or abolished went into the t^uestion of compensation. 
How does the question of compen.sation arise H Sir, the question of 
compensation would arise only when a man loses or when a man suffers. 
If you examine the events which followed the inauguration of the 
Permanent Settlement, you w'ill find that whatever might have been 
the reasons which had led Lord Cornwallis to introduce if not one of the 
then so-called proprietors of the soil paid one single i)ie to the coffers 
of Government. 

It was simply a recognition of facts. The zemindars of those days 
without spending a farthing became masters of fhousaiuls and millions 
of acres of land, masters ot land and masters of the destiny of the people. 
You will remeinher, Sir, the distraint laws that t(dd on tiie people, y»»u 
will remember the iTuelties and oppressions that were perpetrated on 
the j)e()ple. Sir, tile tenants used to be taken to the houses of zemindars 
confined and tortured till rent was paid. Famine and Hood would not 
stand in the way. The tenants must j)ay their rents. They must feed 
the zemindars tree. Therefore, T would ask the House to very seriously 
consider why the Revenue Commission went into this (|U(*stion of compen- 
sation. It passes my compreliension because, if it is a fact, and it is 
a fact that as the zemindars of those days did not jmy anything to the 
(government Kxcheijuer, the question of compensation cannot arise to- 
day. Man\ zemindars of sinreeding generations might have purchased 
some of the lands. If they had purchased them, they have also enjoyed 
and enjo3'ed witli bundred-fobl interest. Therefore, Sir, the (luestion 
t)f ])ayinent of i-ompensatiou falls to the ground. Sir, I would ask tliis 
House to seriously consider this question. Vtm put on one side, may 
be, a certain number of individuals and on the other side millions of 
people who have been gi-ound down to poverty and who cannot have two 
full meals a day. What is happening just now? Cyidone has playtd' 
havoc in Barisal, Noakhali and other places. What are the zemindars 
doing? How much have they contributed from 179d towards relief 
measures? Ijet the zemindars put forward an account showung how 
much they have spent for the w'elfare of the tenantry and how mt^ 
they have gulped themselves. I say this without any heat or anger. 
Because we love our country, — this country which in the time of Akbar 
was said to be one of the most fertile and the richest provinces amongst 
the Suhas of India — we have to question the zemindars. Even 
to-day, Sir, after the foreign exploitation to the fullest extent, even 
to-day if this Permanent Settlement is done away with and the peasaate 
of Bengal are given proprietary rights, the face of the country can be 
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changed, '^he man who cultivates the land must be the owner and he 
will give a certain quota to the State lieu of the protection that it 
gives him. 

Therefore, Sir, the intermediaries may l)e a hundred in number, 
may Iw numberless but that should not stand in the way of abolishing 
this Permanent Settlement. Sir, I have been showm the red light. I 
will finish my speech with this last sentence. Sir, we want to declare — 
I on behalf of my party — on the floor of this House that we are not 
holding an academic discussion on the floor of the House. At the time 
of the election we made an item in the ele(‘tion manifesto that we have 
made it a principle that the peasants of this countrj', the cultivators of 
this country, men who count and who feed us should be given the right 
to own the laud and not those who have nothing to do with the land. 
Sir, everylnxly knows the sympathy of liord Lnilithgow for the 
peasants. Therefore, Sir, I am hoping for a day when the peasant 
of Bengal will own his land, wdien Bengal will again be one of the 
richest countries of the world. Even to-day my friends on ray left are 
trading on jute, but where is this jute coming from!^ They are making 
their money here, and therefore in industry, in (ommerce, Bengal will 
thrive again once you take away these shackles from them. Let the 
peasants of Bengal be the masters of their own homes — real masters, 
and Bengal will then rise to the height of the occasion — the Hindu and 
Muslim Bengal, not Pakistan or Ilindusthan. Therefore, in all 
humility I ask my Coalition friends to seriously consider this matter 
because their advice to the Ministers will certainly count. The Ministry 
have wasted a good deal of time. Sir, I would ask the Ministry to 
carefully consider this nmtter. Wars or no wars, international wars 
or no wars, many things have been done, and so this most important 
thing cun also be accomplished. Therefore, 1 would ask my friends of 
the Coalition Party to press the Ministry to abolish this Permanent 
Settlement without any compensation whatsoever and to make the 
peasants of this country the masters of their own lands. J 

Bibu A8HUT0SH LAHIRfS Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have gone care- 
fully through the report of the Land Revenue Commission and of the 
Sf)ecial Officer appointed by the Government of Bengal. To my mind, 
the most important question is, whether, if the recommendations of the 
majority report are given effect to, it will bring about real improvement 
in the conditions of all sections of the people of this province. We, 
m legislators charged with the task of deciding the destiny of the 
inhabitants of this province, will be failing in our duty if we are 
actuated with the motive of doing good to a particular section ^f the 
people to the detriment of the rest. Sir, I have heard it stated that 
Ihe raiyat^f the peasants and the laliourers are terribly suffering owing 
to the conditions created by the Permanent Settlement. I think that 
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is a very erroneous statement of farts. 1 must say that the distress 
and the sufferings are equally gfeat“ if not greater, amongst the middle 
class people of this province. They are the people who have built up 
the economic prosperity of tlie province and contributed to its social 
welfare and cultural progress. It will be suicidal to ignore the ques- 
tion of the welfare of this middle class population. If it can be 
proved that the recommendations of the majority report, if given effect 
to, will resulf in an all-round improvement of the condition of the 
people, I for one w’ill be the first to support it. 

But what is the actual position? The compulsory purt'hase of the 
rights of the zemindars and of the tenure-holders will destroy the 
e(!onomic foundation of the province. It will bring about a violent 
change in the social and economic structure which has been built up 
during the last iSo years. And what are the benefits that will accrue 
from this revolutionary change? 

It has been stated, Sir, that it will substantially improve the lot 
of the agricultural peasantry. I have travelled all over India and had 
opportunities to observe the economic condition of the village |M)pula- 
tion of many provinces, and I can say emphatically that with the 
possible exception of the l^unjab the peasantry in every other provintje 
is worse off than in Bengal. There the raiyatwari system prevails. In 
those provinces the peasants pay their rent diretdly to the State, but 
they have to pay far higher rent than the peasantry of Bengal. The 
average rent of Rs. 2 that the peasant of Bengal has to pay generally 
is very moderate as compared to that in other provinces. Sir, I cannot 
agree with the view that the abolition of the Permanent Settlement will 
lead to any substantial improvement in the Jot of the rniyai. Even 
then, the raiynts will have to pay an average rent of Hs. 2 to the State 
as they are doing now to the landholders. 

Sir, I think, to fasten the guilt of the general poverty of the raiyat 
on tlie present land system or, for the matter of that, on the shoulders 
of the landholders irf'evading the real issue. I have seeu in the Punjab 
how an elaborate systeni of irrigation has helped to ensure a steady and 
regular supply of water to the peasantry. I think the real cause of the 
jK)verty of the raiyat in Bengal is the chronic failure of cro[>s due to 
draught or to flood causing de.struction of the crops before they become 
fit for harvesting. Unless the Ministry can establish a regular system 
of irrigation throughout the province, it is imjiossible to prevent this 
recurring failure of crops. We have seen certain legislation passed 
by the Government in this direction, certain boards have been created, 
but hpw hopelessly they have failed in actual operation is known to 
everyifedy. The next thing that is of vital importance in securing t^e 
welfare of the raiyiU is to ensure a proper price for the product of fiis 
land. We have seen also how in this directhm the Ministry has hop5^ 
Imly failed. The jute and the paddy which are the two staple crops 
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of the province do not fetch an economic price to-day. Thif has been 
the state of things practically during the last ten years. Sir, I think 
unless these two causes of the poverty of the raiymts arft effectively 
removed, no amount of manipulation of the land-tenure system can be 
of any material help. 

If, therefore the abolition of the zemindary rights and the tenure- 
holders’ rights is not going to effect any improvement in the lot of the 
peasantry, what other justification there can be for giving effect to 
the majority report of the Land Eevenue Commission? I have heard 
it stated on the floor of this House that the Ministry has been actuated 
by considerations of administrative convenience and of additional revenue 
that is BUi)posed to accrue to the State. The Special Officer of the 
Government of Hengal has, however, in his report belied this expecta- 
tion and has definitely found that such an additional income to the 
State is absolutely illusory. Even if this finding is not accepted 
unreservedly by all sections of the members of this House, it does at 
least prove the necessity of further re-examination of this complicated 
and controversial subject. Sir, I think it is a vital economic question 
which has to be reconsidered in all its bearings with detachment and 
in H]»irit devoid of passion. I think the present is not the suitable 
time for undertaking legislation on a measure like this. At a time 
when the province is torn asunder by bitter communal sfrifeg and 
mutual distrust and suspicion, it will be a rash act for the Ministry 
if they take the res])onsibility of undertaking legislation on such an 
intricate subject. EverN act of the Ministry is now suspected by the 
Hindus and any attempt to legislate on the subject is bound to further 
embitter the communal feelings in the province. 

The manner, Sir, in which the Ministry at the eleventh hour mani- 
pulated tlie per'^muiel ot the rommission by additions and replacements 
with a view to s(‘cure majority for a particular i)oint of view aroused 
criticism at the time and has given good grounds for questioning the 
bond fiffrf of the present Ministry on the subject. Fnder the circum- 
stances, Sir, I trust that the Ministry will be well advised in avoiding 
a legislation at the present juncture and in undertaking a dispassionate 
examination of this vital question. 


Mf* D« CLADDINGS Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your permission I 
will endeavour to give some accoxmt of the views of the European 
Party on this proposal that the State should acquire the interests of 
all semindars and other receivers of rent in cash. We have come to 
two main conclusions. The first is that we are unable to see that a case 
has been made out which is strong enough to warrant the'* social 
upheaval, the tremendous expenditure and the financial risks of 
getting no return for that expenditure that would be involved. And 
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the othei^is that none of the terzna of acquisition conteiuplated by the 
majority report deserves approval because none of them wouH const!* 
tute a fair*deal to those expropriated. 

Nobody, surely, can deny tliat the social effects of buying out the 
rent-receivers of the province, even on terms that constitute a fair deal, 
will be bad. The step will impair the economic [msition of many, if 
not the majority, of them. Their ac'customed anchorage in the land 
will be loosened, and unless they can obtain fresh links with the land 
by buying themselves in at the luittom — which can only mean by 
weakening the anchorage of somelMwl^ else — they will sj>eculate in other 
unaccustomed quarters and suffer failure. I do not think that this is 
exaggeration : I thinh it is true prophecy, economit's being wbat they 
are and human nature being what it is. In item (5) of their terms of 
reference the Copimission were expressly asked to asxc/tjt what wauM 
he the protmhle conxequencea of State arqaixifiori ok, the reonomie and 
xoeiol xtrueture of the fwaritire. We are astonished to find that the 
majority report does nothing of the kind. Having ascribed some views 
on the bubject to the ijiinorit\ in paragraphs 91 and 92, it brushes the 
whole matter usiile with two valueless sentences in paragraphs tM and 
96. In the first it says that they “have carefully considered” the 
question, and in the second it says that they recognise tlint the proposal 
“involves a fundamental change in the rural wonomy M>f Bengal, 
affecting vitally the whole social and economic structure of the pro- 
vince”. True, but there was no need to appoint a rommission to tell 
us that. What they were asked to do was to assess the effects, evaluate 
them, give them weight in the scale. Well, they just did nothing of 
the sort; and we feel certain that less than justice has been done to this 
aspect of the case. 

On the other side of the account we cannot help feeling that there 
is over-valuation of the advantages to be obtained hy eliminating the 
rent-receiving interests. I am not referring at the moment to financial 
advantage, but to what I may call administrative advantage. What 
amount of truth is there in the claim that these interests stand somehow 
between (Government and the atdiievemeiit of schemes to better the lot 
of the agriciflturist.'' For instance, does the existence of these interests 
in any way hamper the administration of the Damodar Canal Proje<*f, 
or of the jute restriction scheme, or of any of the measures that have 
been undertaken under the general destTiption of “rural ftplift”? 
Does their existence really present an administrative olwtacle to the 
consolidation of holdings, the restoration of economic holdings or the 
prevention of transfer of land to non-agnculturists? Would their 
elimiflation make it easier to prevent the exploitation of harffadart by 
their immediate superiors? We have grave doubts, and suspect A gtmt 
deal of barking up the wrong tree. We suggest Hint ^Govenuneit 
7 
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should compile a complete list of all such problems, examine ^ch from 
this angle, and give considered answers with the grounds for their 
answer in each case. If the balance of the answers is ih the affirmative,, 
what does it all amount to? On our present information we cannot 
believe that it amounts to enough to warrant the social upheaval, the 
tremendous expenditure, and the financial risks of getting no return 
on that expenditure, involved in eliminating the rent-receiving 
interests. 

And now for the financial considerations. They are so tremendous 
as to dwarf all others into insignificance. The Commission's calcula- 
tions are, as shown by Mr. Gurner, illusory; and the Revenue Depart- 
meat have calculated, as stated by the Hon’ble Minister yesterday, 
that a scheme of purchase of rent-receiving interests merely down to 
and including rcdyati assets, spread over 60 years, would involve during 
that period a loss to the exchequer rising from 60 lakhs i)er annum 
at 10 years’ purchase to .‘Idfi lakhs per annum at 15 years’ purchase. 
We can well believe it; and we should welcome in due course a detailed 
statement on the matter carrying with it tlie authority of the Finance 
Department, who appear to have been silent on the subject since they 
gave the admirable evidence wliich will be found at jmges 495 t(» 527 
of the 5th volume of the report. At Ae same time we should like to 
know in what manner Government would [>ro])ose to (‘over these losses. 
Presumably by taxation. If so, by what measure^ of taxation? These 
disclosures. Sir, greatly alter the perspective of the picture as presented 
by the Commission and, when communicated to the public, as they 
should be, will presumably cause a considerable shifting of public 
opinion, uhich has so far based itself upon opposite assumptions. 
There is ik' ('scape from these figure.s l)\ stopjung short of ac(|iiiring 
the whole chain of tenures down to and including ratyatt tenures; 
for that would give the lie to the professed intention ot the whole 
scheme. On the contrary, the acquisition, us the majority report itself 
recommended, ought to go below the raiyat ; meaning greater outlay 
still and greater loss per annum still. Nor is there any comfort to be 
got from speculating as to what the position would be when the 60 
years are over; for we believe that the peasantry, when they became 
direct tenants of the Stale, would he more likely to oppose than to 
supper^ the raising of rents payable to the State, and that their 
opposition would Iw the determining factor. 

Nor can we agree that there is any escape from these figures by 
raoourse to lower standards of compensation. On the contrary — and 
here 1 come to the swond main conclusion of the European Party — we 
ai^p opposed to acquisition at so low a multiple as 15 times tSe net 
leverage profit. We can see no justification for the capital levy upon 
a particular section of the public which this would involve. In our 
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opinion \all market value ought to be given, namelj, a sum, whether 
in the form of cash or bonds, which would yield in the ordinary money 
market an incotne as near as may be to the annual net income derived 
from the assets which are acquired. After all, what is contemplated 
is the breaking by the State of a contract made by the State and a 
chain of subordinate contracts based on that contract; and it is a matter 
of great importance that the State, one of whose main functions is to 
preserve and enforce the sanctity of contracts, and especially to preserve 
publii' confidence in its own integrity, sliould apply to its own trana* 
actions the principles which are enforced hetwet*n citisen and citiien 
in its own (‘ourts. In order to satisfy those ])rin(‘iples, the persons 
expropriated ouglit, at the rates of interest nowadays current, to be 
given something like 2f> times the net average pn>fit. If we cannot 
afford to do this,^then we should not expropriate them. A neighlwuring 
Government — I refer to the Government of Burma — affords an example, 
if one is wanted, of correct Whaviour as we see it. That province 
projKises to expropriate absentee Chettiah lanlords who have come into 
possession of agricultural holdings by foreclosing on mortgages, and to 
distribute tlie land hack to the cultivators. 


The expropriated landlords are to he given the market value of the 
land in full at the time of aeipiisitioii ; and they will have a right of 
aj)peal l<» a bench of High (’ourt Judges as regards the market value 
assessed. Why should Bengal do lehs (ban Burma in dealing with its 
own nationals? 

We feel strongly, Sir, on this question of the jdt<*h of compensation 
and repeat that, if tiie jirovince cannot uff(»rd a fair deal, then the whole 
idea of expropriation should he droppe<I. To dn>p it, Sir, will not 
mean stale-mate or frustration <»f any kind, tbj tlie contrary, it will 
mean that, instead of paralysing ourselves financially tor the next G<) 
years for the sake of highly problematical gain to ]>enph* of the 2lHt 
Century A.D., we shall be retaining our present freedom to do good 
to the peasantry of (uir own generation by measures whicli we can 
afford, to be financed by taxation which, for the same reason, we shall 
be better aide to put upon the statute hook. 


Maharajkumar UDAY CHANO MAHTAB: Sir, I welmme this 
opportunity of a debate on the Land Revenue Coinniission’s Re[>orf and 
I also frankly welcome the report itself for the mass of weighty eviden<‘c 
and the wealth of statistical information that it has brought out. 
But my only regret is that the recommendations of tlie Commission are 
not Meed on these materials and I shall presently show that the 
Commission’s main proposal of State acquisition of all rent-reccivi^ 
interests cannot be justified by any consideration whatsoever. 
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The £[001)16 Beronoe Mioutor has gfiveo ns o very illt^inatio|^ 
analysis of the report and I have very little % add to it. The majority 
of members of the Commission have categorically stated a number of 
disadvantages of the existing land revenue system which is based on the 
Permanent Settlement. One of their strongest arguments is that it 
has rendered land revenue of Bengal almost entirely inelastic and 
that the share which the Government ought to receive from the produce 
of the land is substantially less than what is taken in provinces where 
there is no Permanent Settlement and where lands are less productive. 
The Hon’ble Revenue Minister has give us certain facts which show 
that this contention of inelasticity of land revenue is not correct. It 
will be seen that the land revenue of Bengal whether in relation to the 
rental value or the gross value of the produce or the total provincial 
revenue from other sources does not compare unfavourably with the 
incidence of land revenue in other provinces. A comparative study of 
the tenancy law of the different provinces clearly shows that the raiyaU 
in Bengal enjoy far more rights and privileges than their compatriots 
in other provinces. The Bengal raiyats also pay much lower rate of 
rent. Judged by the statistical data on density of population, number 
of agricultural labourers, family budgets of agriculturists and their 
indebtedness, it has been seen that the general economic condition of 
the cultivators of Bengal is much better than in the provinces which 
the Commission visited. Yet there are provinces where the pressure 
of population is not even half of that in Bengal and where the available 
cultivated area per head of agriculturist is much more than in Bengal. 
How is it then that under raiyatwari system in these provinces 
Government could not provide sufficient land to every cultivator and 
render the Inddings economic P 

Sir, the Commission has rightly observed that the pressure of 
population on land is the ultimate cause of Bengal's eiH)n(»mic troubles 
and that no cause — certainly not the Permanent Settlement alone — has 
been responsible for the general poverty and indebtedness of the agri- 
cultural population of Bengal. The author of the "'Man behind the 
Plough” who is no other than our distinguished occupant of the Chair 
has recorded his weighty opinion as follows: “Ijet us not be under the 
delusion that the mere solution of the tenancy problem of Bengal is a 
panacea of all the evils. Even if the Permanent Settlement be totally 
abolished and the chain of intermediaries be wiped away by a stroke 
of the pen, we must have clear notion as to how far it will help the 
peasant to get two square meals a day*^ Sir, this is the real position, 
and I would request the House to note the fact that the various factors 
which have contributed to the distressing condition of the cultivators 
in Bengal give rise to problems which would have to be faced by the 
Government whatever may he the notion of the land revenue system 



mh] LANB EBVENUS COM. DISCUS8I0N. » 

of the wuntry. On the other hand, a correct analysis of the position 
will show that compared ^th the raiyntwari system in other provinces^ 
the Permanent Settlement on the whole has not ill-served the State or 
the entire community de|)endant on agriculture. 

Sir, I respectfully submit that the abolition of the Permanent 
Settlement and the entire land revenue system on which it is baaed is 
fraught with many serious consequences and it will be taking a very 
dangerous risk unless it is justified by a deep consideration of so(ual» 
economic and financial aspt^’t of the matter. A mere preponderance of 
individual opinion cannot decide an issue of such magnitude. But 
even then the opinions of the people who are in a position to expreM 
them are so <livergent tliat it is almost impossible to strike a balance. 

The Commis.'^on is not very sure of the financial implication of iti 
own profiosal. It is for this reason that it lias taken care to emphasise 
that although financial results will have to he (‘aretiilly considered, 
the scheme of State acquisition is not solely based on a jirospect of 
financial gain but that it is the outcome of more vital <*onsideration». 
The H on’ble Revenue Minister has given us a picture of the financial 
position of state acquisition by taking into consideration all loss 
accounts as indicated in the (hnninission’s repoyt and the analysis of 
Mr. (hirner. It will be seen that on the basis of ten times the rent 
income as compensation, there will be an annual deficit of fiO lakhs and 
on the basis of 15 years’ purchase, the annual deficit will be 3,36 lakhs* 
for 60 years. Thus the prospects of financial gain are illu.sory. It is, 
therefore, a matter for serious consideration whether any (government 
can go in for an enterprise of such a mangituile and im-ur a loss for 
60 years with tlie off-chance of making some financial gain in the end 
of that |)eriod. It has been assumed that the total rental payable by# 
the raiynJts will remain the same throughout. Nolwaly knows what 
would l)e the economic condition of the country 60 years hence. 

On the other hand, the rate at which the population is increasing 
with the corresiKinding reduction in the size of a holding unmistakably 
shows that the holdings will be still more uneconomic in the ( ourse of 
time. The re.su It will la* that the tenants will not he able to pay 
their rents. It will, therefore, be very unsafe to base an estimate of 
increase of revenue 60 years hence on the existing rental value. More- 
over, if State acquisition is going to be a Ifwing concern during the first 
60 years it is difficult to see how Government will provide means to 
make effective the other vital consideration for which the majority of 
the jnembers have recommended the measure. Sir, the Commission has 
recogtiised that by State purchase the income of the proprietors, tenure- 
holders and other rent-rec^eivers will be reduced to half or even less. So 
far as the tenants are concerned, it is obvious that no benefit will aocnM 
to them. The Commission has ruled out the idea of fixity or any general 
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reduction of rents. On the other hand, periodic enhancements of rent 
have been contemplated if the State were the sole landlord. The pros- 
pect of indirect benefit accruing to the tenants in the shape of social 
Lrvice is also nil, as Government would not get any extra money by 
State acquisition. This being the position, the question that inevitably 
arises is why a change in the system is at all called for if it is not 
going to }>enefit anybody. I submit. Sir, with all the earnestness at 
mv command that there would be no moral justification for such a 
radical change as recommended by the Commission unless it is demons- 
trated that without it no co-ordinated jdan of general economic and 
agricultural reconstruction can be put through which will ensure (1) 
economic holding for each cultivating family with a fair rent and 
fixity of tenure and (2) increased yield and fair prices and marketing 
facilities for the agricultural produce and (‘D emploj^ment elsewhere 
for at least 25 jier cent, of the existing agricultural population who can 
no longer be Huj)ported by land. Sir, the Government cannot also 
afford to ignore the interests of the very large body of rent-receivers 
who will be cut off from lands. It will not be enough even if they are 
fully (‘omi>en8ated. A huge capital which was so long invested in land 
will be suddenly released and unless it is pro])erly utilised to increase 
the wealth of the country it will be wasted before long. I, therefore, 
suggest that before any scheme of State acijuisition is j)ut through, 
Government should intervene and undertake some of the basic indus- 
Irial ventures in well chosen areas so that the released capital of the 
landholders may be invested therein. Facilities should also be created 
for the expropriated landlords in order that they may in the long run 
supply the necessary leadership in the industrial development of the 
country and Ihj effective producers of wealth. Any scheme of State 
rficquisition must, therefore, be prei'eded by a well-planned and compre- 
hensive scheme of agricultural and industrial reconstruction of the 
country. Sir, 1 need hardly go int(» the details of the scheme of State 
acquisition, but 1 think I shall fail in my duty if I do not refer to the 
question of compensation. The majority of the members of the Com- 
mission have recommended compensation to be j)aid to the expropriated 
rent-receivers at a flat rate of ten times the rent income. Such a low 
rate of compensation will be unique in the history of rompulsoiy^ acqui- 
sition of land interests in the whole world. Sir, Mr. Gladding has 
taken the words out of my mouth with regard to the Burma Govern- 
ment Land Purchase Bill which was piloted through the House of 
Representatives. Its object is to purchase at a fair price lands from 
absentee landlords and distribute them to landless cultivators. The 
owner is to get full market value of the land which would be assessed 
by a senior officer of Government on certain fair criteria as laid ^own 
in the Bill. Tlie valuation of the officer would be subject to appeal to 
a^nefi of thr^ Judges of the High Court. These 8|)©cial feature's of 
the Bin clearly show that the Burma Government are anxious to remove 
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all anxiely of the landlords lest the machinery to be provided by the 
Legislature be used in order to deprive the land-owners of the just 
price of their lands. There is no reason why the Ben^ifal landlords 
should not receive the same consideration as in the Burma Bill. Sir, 
I am fully aware 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Maharajkumar UOAY CHAND MAHTAB: 1 shall finish in five 
minutes. T fully reali.se the situation. I would not like to escape 
them. The new constitution has given the tenantry of Bengal a 
dominant position in the Legislature whuh has Wen fully utilised for 
a declaration of occupancy raiijats' unrestricted right of transfer. It 
has de])rived the lamlholders of an annual income of almut Rs. 40 lakhs. 
The provisions f^r enhancements of rent have been susjjended and all 
po.ssible difficultic.s have been created for realisation ot arrear rents. In 
this way the entire land revenue .system is fu.st being paralysed and 
there i.s the risk of a complete breakdown before long. It is precisely 
for this reason that (he Commission has very rightly recognised the 
fact 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order order. Mr. Birat Chandra Mandal, you 
must not come to the Hou.se in such a way that you stand Wtween a 
member while speaking and me. 

Maharaikumar UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: So long as the semin- 

dari s\stem remains, it is elearly the duty of Oovernment to provide 
the zemindars with an efficient machinery for collecting their rent just 
as Government hy the hel[» of the very straight measures of the sunset 
law imnctually reali.se land revenue from them. 

Sir, as regards the (^mimission’s proposal for the impositifm of an' 
agricultural income-tax, I have just one observation to make. I do not 
desire to raise any issue on the propriety of such an imposition. But 
I should like to emphasise that there are certain aspects of agricul- 
tural income-tax which clearly distinguish it from the general income- 
tax. Whatever be the nanje, agricultural income-tax is virtually a 
surcharge oli land revenue. The imposition of this surcharge does 
not take into account the paying capacity of an estate and estates 
w'hether they are left with a margin of profit of 10 or 90 per rent, of the 
gross demand are affected all alike. I, therefore, suggest that any 
estate which is paying more than 75 per cent, of ita rental demand as 
revenue must be presumed to have been paying more than its share 
of revenue which the Government is entitled to and it will only be 
fair i0 exempt such estates from any further aaaeasment. 

Sir, I am fully aware of the practical difficulties in giving effect 
io such a proposal inasmuch as for the purpose of agxicuJtural incoin#- 
tax the unit of assessment is the person and not an estate which may ^ 
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in possession of Tarious groups of persons holding different interests. 
So I would put forward my proposal in a somewhat different form. If 
the net agricultural income of an assessee after deducting the demand 
of land revenue, rent and cesses and other prescribed charges be 25 per 
cent, of the gross collection or less, there should be a further deduction 
of, say, 10 per cent, in order to obtain the net assessable amount. 

With these observations, Sir, I wish to resume my seat. 


MiUlvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, I thank the Government 
for placing the rejM)rt of the Land Revenue Commission before this 
House for discussion. The report is a valuable document in the 
sense that it deals with the result of the land revenue ‘system in Bengal 
prevailing for a period of about 150 years. Sir, in the last election 
manifesto of all parties the al>olition of the Permanent Settlement was 
the main item and to ascertain the gain or loss the Commission was 
ap|»oinfed and tlie Commission after a thorough and careful examina- 
tion of the system has come to the definite and emi)lmtic corn'lusion by 
majority of opinion that the Permanent Settlement and the zeinindarv 
system should be rejdaced by a ranjatuan system in order to improve 
the economic condition of the cultivators and thus the Government be 
brought into direct relation with the actual cultivators by accjuisition 
of superior interest in agricultural land. The Connnission by a majo. 
rity of opinion concludes that if the Government come in actual contact 
with the cultivators by State acquisition of zemindaries and other 
interests, the management will be more efficient and more in the 
interest of the agriinilturist population than the zemindary manage- 
ment. The Government will also be able to bring about the consoli- 
dation of the holdings, the restoration of the economic holdings and 
ameliorative measures regarding the land. Even if the State manage- 
ment increases the rent, this increment will undoubtedly be returned 
in the shape of social services. The Commission mter alia has recom- 
mended the imposition of a tax on agricultural income. If the 
matter is considered disjiassionately keeping the interest of the province 
as a whole in view and not looking upon the zemindars to be the 
favoured children of the soil for whose interest the cultivators of the 
province are to be kept under perpetual ei'onomic bondage, the recom- 
mendations of the Commission require to be given effect to at the earliest 
convenience. No doubt, Sir, it will take a few years to give a 
practical shape to the recommendations regarding the State purchase 
of the semindaries, but that is no reason why the imposition of tax on 
agricultural income should be delayed. So I, in my capacity Mlrepre- 
people, urge that the imposition of income-tax on agri- 
thrill ittooihe ^uld be taken up without any delay, and the work 
State purcllase be pushed incessantly. 
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Now, Sir, it haa been pointed out by the Commiaeion thftt the 
oompenaation is to be paid in consistence with the provisions of the 
law. If that is the position the compensation should not be more than 
5 times of the net income. It had been recognised in Hindu times 
that the cultivator had been the proprietor of the soil and he had to 
give a share of his produce to the king in return for the protection of 
his life and property given by the king and also in return for irriga- 
tion facilities given by the king. This condition was maintained in 
Muslim times also, and the East India Company who after the battle 
of Plassey received the Dewani could not legally claim to have 
possessed the jiroprietary right of the soil and as such they could not 
grant any proprietary right in the land to the jsemindars. Moreover, 
if they claim that hy virtue of acquiring the Government of the 
provinx'e they cari#e(iuitahly grant the proprietorship of the soil to the 
zemindars, this autonomous Government cun also take away that right 
hy giving them even the smallest compensation. 

Now, vSir, a few words regarding the note of dissent given hy the 
Mahurajadhiraj llaliadur (»f Burdw'au and Mr. Brajendra Kishore Roy 
Choudhury — two prominent zemindars of the province. Before consi- 
dering that I will ask the House to consider one fact. These two 
gentlemen were representatives of the zemindars and it is an undoubted 
fact that against ine<iuities committed by the landlonls there were 
agitations against the Permanent Settlement. And it is also an 
admitted fact that when there are grievances agitation comes intq 
existence and to enquire into the matter whether this agitation was 
justified the Commission was appointed. And in that Commission 
these two gentlemen came as representatives of the zemindars and it 
can be reasonably taken up that their opinion could not be an unbiassed 
one. Fortunately the President of the Commission was not (nmnected 
with any interest of the province and he came from overseas w’ith an 
unbiassed and unprejudiced mind and his clear opinion regarding the 
recHunmendatlons for the replacement of the Pennanent Settlement 
will vatry us a long way to give the correct decision. I agree here 
with the view expressed by the Maharajkuniar that it is not the 
majority opinion but the opinion of one person who considers the 
matter thoroughly well that will be considered valuable. In this 
connection it may be said that the opinion given by the President of 
the Commission, a man from outside India, should be considered very 
valuable, and if that is a fact, this fact should be taken into consi- 
deration that his opinion should override the opinion of the interested 
party. If after carefully considering the pros and cons of the matter 
the President thought that in the interest of the province as a whole 
the e^indary system should be abolished, that opinion should be 
given effect to without delay. 

Now, Sir, the Commission has onenred tbit ibe object (X 

Lord Cornwallis to create a class of landlords to supply cai>ital for like 
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improvement of the'aoil end for expeneion of cultivation hae been 
froetrated, altkongb the Uaharajkumar has in vain attempted to repu- 
diate this. The richest soil of Bengal has been deteriorating day by 
day for want of capital within the reach of the cultivator, whilst the 
zemindars with their swelling income from the rent and other ques- 
tionable sources are passing their time in various luxuries and in 
palatial buildings. If the zemindars actually resided in villages and 
looked to the welfare of the tenants and carefully carried out the trust 
reposed in them by I.rf»rd Cornwallis, this state of things could not have 
happened. Over and above, Sir, another fact should be taken into 
^nsideration and it is the inelasticity of revenue. Mr. Lahiri of the 
Hindu Mahasabha has said that the Government should siiend more 

money in order to give irrigation facilities, but at tlie same time 

Mr. I,nlnri should have considered the fact that tjiis inelasticity of 

the revenue has handicapped the Government to a great extent. It is 

the duty of the land-owning classes to do what was expected of them, 
and the rermanent Settlement was made with this hope that they 
would bestow their best attention to the improvement of the agricui- 
ural condition of the country, but they have not done that. And that 
IS wby, Sir, I cannot agree with Mr. l.ahiri for his blaming the 
Moverninent for not being able to give proper facilities for irrigation, 
itie fund must be necessary and in order to get sufficient fund this 
lermanent Settlement should be alsdishcd without any delav. Sir, 
the .Muharajkumar has said tliat the majority of the members here are 

n ***1”^’'*^ peojile. and this bus been proved by the passing 

the Bengal Tenancy (Ainemlinent) Act. At the same time may I 
remind my friend the Maharajkumar that they had proved their 
«zistencc m the year 1928 when they were in a’ majority. 

Everything is to be considered in view of the surrounding < ircum- 
Ztances. Ihe condition of the people has been worse and it is meet 
and proper that the financial condition of the Government should be 
improved by every possible attempt. 

Sir, without taking much time of the House I may again ui^re that 
Government should lose no time in dealing with the recommendations 
of the Commission. This is the demand of the agriculturists and as 
such of the country- and the Government which claim to be a popular 
Government should rise equal to the mcasion and should give effect to 
the recommendations with the least possible delay. 

Babu KtHETRA MATH 8INCHA: Mr. Ri>eaker. Sir, I do not like 
to enter into a discussion of the various points made by my different 
friends— the zemindars on one side and the Europeans on another 
aide, my communist friend Mr. Dutta Mazumdar on one side Aid my 
Coalition friends on the other. But, Sir. we the Schedule Caste 
lieople have got our own grievances, prticular and pecular in eyery 
ai^wre of life in this provipce. * “ 
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Sir, I have read a^ain and agrain this report of Laud ReVenue 
Oommission and the summary procedure of Mr. Gurner, hut I have 
not found anj^uhere any practical suggestion hy the Committee or by 
any particular individual. Sir, we have seen in this Commission’s 
report that they have suggested that 10 times compensation will be 
sufficient to cover the compensation to be given to the semindars and 
oilier tenure-holders, but Mr. Gurner has raisetl that to L5 times and 
the Maharajkuinar would like to raise it to fiO times or something more 
than that. Sir, I ask the Government and my other friends why 
should we go to jiay compensation for the enjoyment of rights under 
the llritisli rule for 175 years. Sir, they claim tliat they have purchas- 
ed the lands or have made improvements on the land and so they must 
be competisuted ; hut, Sii‘, I do not know what improvement they have 
made and what pifrchase money the zemindars liave paid. Sir, T can 
cite in^tames from North Hengal, from the Cooch Heliar Itaj, that 
the zemindars never paid anything for the enjoyment of the IVrma- 
nent Settlement; for anybody who is aware of the history before the 
British Baj knowfi that the Cooch Behar Kaj was the supreme 
authority in North Bengal. The (’ooch Behar Baj appointed several 
tah.\i1({(ir,i to collect revenue paying 10 jier cent, as their remuneration 
and this 10 per cent, alterwards hy the grace of the British Govern- 
ment was made permanent and the zemindary system was (Tented at 
the co.st of the mass of the people. 

Sir, we are not at all willing to give compensation. Buf 1 am not 
goinji to discus.s the matter, because the time at my disposal is vtT'y 
.short. My point is this, what will lie done if this Permanent Settle- 
ment is annulled for the Scheduled Caste people. Sir, we are suffering 
under a grave wrong during these long years. The fishery right, (he 
only right of the Scheduled Caste people, has not yet been recognised 
and iiob(Klv has taken any interest in the matter. During these years 
of precious Provincial Autonomy Government has not hrt»ught forward 
any Bill to be placed before the House and to be put into action at 
once. If this state of affairs continues, then the Scheduled Caste 
people will gfit nothing from the hands of Government. Paying 
compensation at the rate of 5, 10 or 15 times means nothing to the |)oor 
Scheduled Caste people. We want that our condition should be raised. 
We do not know if this Permanent Settlement is annulled, precious 
heavens will come to our help and the cultivators and the people of 
the province will enjoy great boon and l)enefit under the Government. 
What we want is that if the Permanent Settlement is an evil, abolish 
it at oifce and bring the people of the province under great advantages. 
But this is not to be done. There are several hundreds of objections 
raised and it is being publicly proclaimed that this is impracticable 
and (hat thbi cannot be done. Sir, if no irood can be bad to ih^ 
people under this Tjand Revenue Commisekm’t report, then why tbii 
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praise ‘from the members of the Coalition Party. We the Scheduled 
Caste people, we the weaker people of the province want that some 
advantage will come from the annulment of the Permanent Settlement 
that is existing from time immemorial. We do not want that the 
middle class people, the intelligentsia, the brainy and monied people 
of the country should be crushed to bring something which is Delhika 
ladoo. We do not want this sort of laddoo. 


Mr. SPEAKER! Laddoo of which place would you prefer? 
(liuugbter.) 


Sabu KSHETRA NATH SINGH A: That is n good thing to enjoy 
but not to live upon. We want .something substaiftial to eat and to 
live and prosper. We do not want that it should be done in this way 
by tinkering. If Government is at all serious, if my Coalition friends 
are serious, we will support them whole-heartedly, we will vote with 
them to annul this Permanent Settlement, but we want that something 
substantial must be done for the people so that they may live and 
prosper like the people of other independent States. But that will 
not be done by this Government. I say. Sir, (juite frankly that this 
revolution must not come in this way by making legislation and legis- 
lation and by appointing committees and committees. Now, Sir, 
Russia is our friend. (liOUghter.) If my Coalition friends want to 
have it, let the Russian system prevail in this country and let them 
be bold enough and their poor brothers will help them. Let them be 
bold enough and bring a Bill at once to annul all sorts of encum- 
brances of the raiyats and other people and let eveiything go to State. 
Rememl>er, we want to nationalise everything, because that will bring 
great good to the great number of people. Minorities must suffer for 
the majority, this is the rule of the world and this thing must be done 
and we shall pray to God that the Coalition Government may be 
strong enough to help the masses, to help the poor people and to help 
the neglected ones. If that cannot be done, T ask my Coalition friends 
not to tinker with matters. They have promised much ; they have tried 
to do many things but failed to do anything up till now. Now at the 
last day of the Assembly's life you cannot do anything of this sort. 

We know from voices raised from all sides and from papers that 
this is an impracticable thing and this will ruin the whole of Bengal 
and create havoc. But if you are bold enough, bring in a fresh Bill 
and do it at once; but the Government is reluctant to do this. The 
Government does not know its own mind. Yesterday some^of my 
Oongrees friends asked the Government to make its mind clear and 
\et the people know what it is going to do but the Government ^is so 
much shy abhut that reepeot. The Govemmeni will not expoie its 
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anind to the people and take the Imrden oo its shoulder, II Oovern* 
meiit is really , serious, if Governmeni is lor the masses, let Govera- 
ment be bold enough and we shall thank Sir Bijoy, the lemnidar, that 
he has done a great good for the people and they will live prosperously 
and will thank God for the good that this Government has done to the 
people. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS : TvSWfe fiWT Po m 

^ ‘Strs C*r Land Revenue Commission 

ftfpNti ^ ^ ^ recommend ^ — 

^ I ^ C5lrffr^ Land Revenue 

Commission ?i (TT&l ; wftwtJnn ^ Wip (TTSi 

I m ^<f7 TOT, ftff ft|, i 

fVi fhrfs'jrnr ^ i fronr f^rtv*»n 

CVt^r agreement Vf?) r?I ^ I %nr TO 

^ isrMi 5T1 1 ^4rTO ^5t7c»r cnh wf mr 

csn:^ m ^ TV vrvvcsv vv) \ ^ «rfir*ntKi fmm 

S^fTf Cof^ 'iHTTO^ 31 ^ I (.^mmission 

^n, ^ cTOT cm TOcn<i 

^ rm 7{| j ^rrwt ii^ ir^i upr 

^ I 

wfipfTc^iri rent-collector. ^ rent-eolIeotoTi^f 

position TOTC^ land proprietor. C^ Imig lift C^tPT 

change ?r^ I TOWS »PTf5T 

3^:^ I (?r&i #!n ^ i ’^rtrwi? 'itOT ^fi urwcfi 

4%? Sfro I %nr TO<PfC«fr^ 3f^ W ’RCTO official^! 

^ ^ 1 41^ system SW 

Wf’TC^, (7r&IC¥ ^5^51 firo tot ^ difficulty TOC^ (An I ^ifCTO 

TU( mj, ftff difficulties face TO1 6»mr I 

TOr^ftf calculation, miscalculation I C^^tCK ^ 

^ <7r^ <?riTOm Tm ^pm ^ i fin, ^tro cfrif , «mw 

wspTffnrr^Rr w*r vtiri^ ^ fnr, ^ ora ^ 

Tot ^■rfc’f 31 va wvt of wf^ wwii^va i 3! 

cm tm mos *frci ^ i 

CT fiwsIN WTOftf’Ti TO1 n’csns: 3i fio 8if tf^pif ror i 

<S¥h ¥*ll ^i|t3 5# I TOICRH Burma gy&im*49 

TOI I f%l C»fft 'flVh wrong analogy. C^NtlK IlCff eoa^ieiisaUoa 
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TOTt? ^ wft?W tWMuits. liu&Mit BoniiAC^ 

TOfT? ^fC¥ Indian tenants^ir ?rl^ 

(?r3?f^ ^ kv^Ti 

4«Jt?7r C? expropriations? ^ cn&l T^lt\ fefro I ^ 
C*fW55? S?; '9?Wf property ufif? expropriation ^Tff I C^ 
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I ^ ) estate'QfiT? management ST 

^ ?tr25 c?'3?i I c^ ^t?n ?|TOpr 

^®rM? ?? ^ tiO\ C?*n collector charge I 

^2m? reserve fund S? Wm per cent. ?Hi | 
allowance fro ^ #Tf? ?tfk? ?W3 7I?r s?f generation. 

^ avenues of employment ^j:w c^s{ ;* 
f% industry ?r??7R, f% ^ ^ ^1 c^ (TTT?^ I ^ 25 per 

cent, improvement of lands? ^ 20 per cent. 

sr®n(?f? ??:<rr social service s? IFTT ?t^(l C?r:^ <1Tr? I S^ ?5jr^ ^ ^,^15 
departments? ^ rc? S?x* STB? hold policy follow tc? f 

“?f? ^ vftft" S^ policy ^cTC? I (An opposition meml>er : 

?T?T?tt? ?f?i::^ ^ I ) vz^ ?f?t^if? ???r5 rc? i ?twi tr*f:?i ?i 

Pw? ?f?c^ 5 ^ ^ 1 1 f%r? (T^r^ 3 wr^ vftnp^ 

?R?t?f?C‘t? ??i ?t?, (pft fwu^ ?f?c^ ?rc? 1 

S^ C^fTf Sunset Law ^affc?! strictly observe 

?T? I ^ Court of Wards Department Sl?f?tt? ^ %5 ^TU? I 

C^tN?t? PrC’®fe? S^ departments? tfC?tGR (?rft ^ | 

??? 9rf??rft ^ ^ $51 ?wT? ?mt? ^ ^ 
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Rc?*( ^ agricultural income-tax c?t^ ??te TO I 
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income-tax $ft^ I '■TRlW? CTO $ft^ ^ C?? ?TO agreement 
’TOft? S?^ fect-C^fPi C?^ TOf ?Rl ??far ?f?| Tpjf ?f??|? 

^r?t^ ^ ♦tR I ?1 5ir ?iT? C^fffC^ TOT, ?TO? ^ICW? lFf% TOf I 

^ Scheduled CasteC?? ^ cTO ?5Tf^ C? Land Revenue ComxaiMions? 
'«TtTO W? ?fft s?t ??? ?tTO$ from nr?? to 

^SRt? ▼ITO ▼{? I 
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IMf AIDUL MA^IDi Sir, the Reyenne Commi88io&*a report 
makes mention of instruction to it to report about practicability or 
adrisability of Government to acquire all the superior interests in 
agricultural land so as to bring the actual cultivators into direct 
relation with the Government. The Commission appears to have taken 
the term “actual cultivator^ to mean the primary tillers of the soil 
including all bargninrs and excluding only the paid labourers. Thia 
will involve the unsound and uneconomic proposition of distributing 
Bengal’s 30 million acres of culturable land among the major portion 
of its 34 million agricultural population. 

Government’s intention in setting up the Commission must have 
been primarily to ensure economic prosperity for the country by secur- 
ing the position of its chief wealth producers. These inuet be the 
owners of the soiK both big and small, who having the greatest stake 
in the land of the country as the principal means of their livelihood, 
possess the largest resources to get the utmost out of the land in their 
resjjective possession ; us also those who through age-long ex|H?rience 
know how t(» get tlie best (mt (d their land. In this category must 
Ih* included all the oci’upancy-holders as well as those seasoned culti- 
vators who have lost their land through adverse circumstances t(> their 
landlords and indJidjatis and are now working as n\ere hargadarn, hut 
still entertain the greatest affection for the land on whicli they and 
their forefathers once throve. Even those landlords who after Stnte 
purchase of tlieir interests will take to agriculture on their kh/tx land 
as their chief profession may well he in<hided in this category. 

It is admitted that under the Hindu and the Muhammadan kingdoms 
the cultivator was tiu* owner of tlie soil and the king was entitled only 
to a share of the product* for meeting the expenses of his kingly duties- 
According to this relationship between the sovereign and the eultivahw 
there was no i)lace tor a midtile man except as an t»fficer t)f the stjvereign 
power for etdlettion t)f the produce or the khemi. 

Tliii was the position of the raiyni and the xemindar when the- 
Permanent Settlement came declaring the xemindar as actual prtjprietor 
of the soil. This had the immediate effect of promoting the erstwhile 
rent-collectors into the position of owners of the soil automatically 
reducing the position of the actual owners by law and custom into a 
subordinate position dependent on the zemindars. 

According to Muhammadan jurisprudence the sovereign as merely 
the shadow of God cannot alter the law of God as given in the Koran. 
The change in the position and status of the cultivators made by the 
provisions of the Permanent Settlement Begulation under authority of 
the D^ani was, therefore, quite illegal and ultra vite$. 

Commission’s report correctly maintains that the zemindars havjj 
already served out their purpose. The East India Company and the 
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quMtion of its dividend no longer exists i^nd under tke 
form of present (Government semindars have entirely lost their 
importance as pillars of the State. There is not^ therefore, even the 
ghost of any justihcaion for the country to bear the heavy burden of 
paying Rs. 13 crores to the zemindar for doing the same service under 
the present Government which they used to do under the Company 
for only Bs. 35 lakhs and for the starving cultivators to bear the 
astoundingly heavy burden of paying Rs. 131 :5 crores for maintaining 
the non-cultivating landlords’ families and their dependants. 

The majority of the Commission has, therefore, rightly come to the 
conclusion that the zemindary system has ceased to ser\'e any national 
interest and that provided that a practicable scheme can be devised to 
acquire the interests of all classes of rent-receivers on reasonable terms, 
the policy should be to aim at bringing the actual ^^ultivator into the 
position of tenant holding directly under the Government. In this 
recommendation, however, the Commission appreliends a fundamental 
change in the rural economy of Bengal affecting vitally the whole 
social and economic structure of the province. I may assure the 
House that with the interpretation I give to the term a(*tual cultivator 
all such apprehension of social and economic upheaval vanishes. Jjand- 
holders as such have no unreplacenble place either in the social fabric 
•of the country or in tlie State. Most of them are now regarded as 
mei’e capitalists and it will involve no violent shock at all to the society 
or to the State if they now transfer their investment from land to 
industries for which a good opening has been created by the present 
World War. 

For a pra(*ticable scheme T jiresent to the House a modified form 
of Commission’s proposals as suggested by the Special Officer. 

All the interests superior to that of holders of occupancy-right may 
l>e paid off at a rate to be fixed by the JiCgislature from 6 to 10 times 
the annual net profit derived from holders of rights immediately below 
them till all the superior rights and interests below the Crqwn are 
paid off either in cash raised or by debentures i.ssued or by Iwth on a 
national debt amounting to actual net value of all the superior interests 
above the occupancy-right. Wakfx, dehattarK and trusts may be paid 
at a higher rate sufficient for maintaining them. Payments as much 
as possible by debentures with income sufficient for maintaining land- 
lords’ families will l)e advantageous both for the landlord as well as for 
the Government. 

Acquisition of zemindaiy right by Government will transform the 
rai^ftU into khasmahal tenants. Serious objections have been rais^ 
against this position on reasonable grounds. Removal of nffthajans 
will also destroy credit agencies to which the cultivators have to seek 
help in times of real need. Both these disadvantages can very well be 
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solved by arranging the collection of rent through village banks consti- 
tuted in every village on co-operative principles, with all the land- 
owning villagers in respective villages as their members. At the initial 
stage these banks may be financed by Government from the proceeds 
of the sales tax. I have obtained expert opinion that 80,000 banks 
will be necessary to cover all the villages of Bengal. About 30,000 
banks are already in operation. If 30,000 banks can henceforth be 
started each year, entire Bengal cun be organised on co-operative 
principles in course of the next two years. When the adequate numl>er 
is reached a short course of training will lie nec'essary to make these 
societies efficient rent-collectors. Before making a valuation for pay- 
ment to the landlords steps must he taken to return to the actual 
cultivators as far a.s practicable all land rendered by semindars 

and inahiijans, b> arranging to pay off through the village banks the 
actual original debt with reasonable interest, where necessary, by easy 
instalments spreading over a numl>er of years. If so desired provision 
may immediately l>e made affording facility for the under-rotyciYs to 
purchase their land through the village hanks, if necessary, at a rate 
to be fixed hv the liegislature. Standard rate of fair rent for agricul- 
tural, urban and market lands may be fixed ut once of all the land in 
the country. In absence of any other more reasonable basis of calcula- 
tion Rs. 3-0 per acre which is the level of rent paid by occupancy- 
raiyut» in Bengal may be accepted as the standard fair rent for agri- 
cultural land and double that rate for urban and market land. All 
rents ex<‘eeding these rates may at once be reduced to these standard 
rates and amounts of compensation calculated on this basis. Reassess- 
ment on <juality basis may then he made at leisure on fresh settlement 
proceedings either taking these standard rates as the average or fixing 
any other standard late that may he thought advisable. 

Strict Government control and supervision that will have to he 
maintained on these village banks as rent-<’ollecting agencies, will 
ensure their stability. It is needless to mention that organization of 
the wfiole country’ on co-of)erative principles and successful running 
of these co-operative societies will afford the best opportunity for 
inaugurating all-round improvement in village life by starting all 
sorts of useful institutions and will ensure prosperity to the countrfL 
far more easily than co-operative organisations did in Denmark or 
al)olition of feudal system did in Japan. 

In considering the financial prospect of State acquisition the 
Commission’s report could show only a problematic gain to Government 
coffei;. This is due mainly to its going to unnecessary length in the 
matteisof payment of compensation as well as expenses of acquisition. 
Government did not receive any consideration for whatever rights the 
zemindar obtained under the Permanent Settlement and is not thei9- 
fore bound either legally or morally to pay any compensation to them 
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for annulling the measure. It is only under section 299(2) of the 
Government of India Act that the landlords can claim any compensa> 
tion if the whole transaction be proved to be a case of compulsory 
acquisition for public purpose. Rate and amount of compensation 
under this head will depend entirely on the discretion of the Legislature 
and not on adequacy. Even if adequacy is sought for, valuation of the 
zemindary right in the present condition of the country will never be 
more than ten times the amount of annual net profit, and if the protec- 
tion of the Court of Wards and certificate power to which the landlords 
are by no means entitled under the provisions of the Permanent Settle- 
ment Regulation be withdrawn, many zemindaries will be put to sale 
for default and I am sure the bid will not rise even to five times the 
annual net profit. 

The Commission has found State acquisition of zemindary right 
as the (Jiily solution in the present juncture of the country, as Select 
Committees appointed by the House of Commons so long ago as 1830 
also found to be the solution at that time. The plain duty now before 
the Government is to find a special portfolio under a sincere man of 
action, charged with the completion of the task. No half-hearted 
measure as suggested by the Special Officer will do. For in this land- 
lordridden country any half-hearted measure wdll only be a veiled trap 
for making out a plausible case for discrediting the measure as utterly 
impracticable or entirely disastrous. The agriculturists of the country 
are on the verge of complete breakdown. The only course open before 
the Government for saving them is to take effective, immediate and 
irrevocable steps to remove the incubus of zemindars and imhajans 
from their lives for good and all. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. D€Bi PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 did not have 
any desire to take part in the debate on this question. But, having 
listened to the debate that has taken place, I do not understand that 
if the Permanent Settlement is abolished and the rights of landholders 
jre acquired compulsorily by the State, who will benefit? I feel that 
neither the Government nor the landholders nor the tenants themselves 
will have anything to benefit by this deal. 

Sir, there is one point, however, which I have not heard stated in 
the whole course of the debate that has taken place on this question. 
1 wish to mention it because I consider that that is an important 
part of the problem that will confront the Government on thi» issue. 
I mean the question of income-tax and super-tax that will be payable 
w the Central Government as a result of compulsory acquisition of 
the landholders’ interests. At the present moment, as everj^bcHiy in 



1941 .] 


ULND REVENUE COM. DISCUSSION. 


99 

this House is aware, no income-tai and super-tax is payable to tbe 
Central Government on aurricultural income. If tbe lemindars’ 
interests are converted either into cash money or into bonds given by 
the Government, the natural result will be. that, the income that will 
accrue from either the cash or from the bonds will, under the ordinary 
law of the land, become assessable to income-tax and super-tax, which 
will go to the Central Government outside this province. From the 
figures that are available to me it is not possible to calculate how 
much amount will be payable to the Central Government on this 
account. But, having regard to the fact that about Rs. 13 crores per 
annum will be involved, it appears safe to think that the amount pay- 
able to the Central Government by the province ns a whole will not 
be less than about Its. 1 erore per annum. On the one hand, the 
Government of Bengal will have to take that into account in calculat- 
ing the amount of compensation to he paid to the landholders of this 
province and, on the other hand, this will be an amount presented by 
the province over and above the amount of income-tax and super-tax 
that is at present paid to the Central Government by the income- 
earners of this province. 1 suppose. Sir, the Government of Bengal 
must have taken this fact into consideration and I would suggest that 
before launching upon a scheme of this character, if the Government of 
Bengal decide, as they must, to give bonds l>ecause they will not have 
enough cash to give — if they decide to give Iwnds to the landholders — 
they should start negotiations with tbe Ontral Government that such 
bonds sliould be recognised to l»e of the same nature as landed interests 
and that income arising from such Imnds should be treated as agricul- 
tural income for the purposes of income-tax and super-tax. There is 
no reason whatsoever why the Ontral Governinent should not agree 
to this course being adopted, because at the present moment the 
Central Go%'ernment does not get income-tax and super-tax on the 
income that accrues to the landholders of this province. 

Sir^ as I have l>een making this submission I have seen that the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister has been smiling at what I have said, but 
let me assure him that tbe proposition that I have put forward is not 
of such a ridiculous or ludicrous character as at the first blush he 
seems to think. I would suggest, on the other hand, that it is his 
paramount duty to enter upon serious negotiations with the Ontral 
Government if it is the desire of the Provincial Government to launch 
upon a scheme of this character. 

Tlie Hofi’bto fir BI40Y PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I would 
like tP explain that my smile was of approval and not of ridicule. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I Sa 
neither a zemindar nor a tenant and, therefore, I may be expected to 
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take a detached view of the problem before us. I am surprised, Sir, 
that the Hou’bk the Revenue Minister thought it 'fit to initiate a 
discussion on this problem in the House, for I am one of those 
unfortunate people who think that there are no two opinions in 
Bengal or outside it, on the question of Permanent Settlement. 
Hundreds of witnesses were examined by the Land Revenue Commis- 
sion and we had brought from distant Canada, one of the greatest 
experts on agricultural problems recommended by the Viceroy and the 
Ministers in London and Canada. He was expected to take a detached 
view of the whole question. The greatest surprise to me in this 
discussion was that the honourable member who spoke on behalf of 
the European community thought that the Chairman of the Land 
Revenue CommisHion had also erred with the majority. I am again 
surprised, Sir, why this peculiar and extraordinaJy procedure of 
discussion was adopted by the Government. AVe appointed a Com- 
mission. It .^tudied the problem in all its aspects in Bengal and in 
other provinces. I can understand the Hon’ble Minister consulting 
an expert or experts in his department, for his own benefit, but the 
judgment delivered by a senior member of the Civil Service does look 
a bit derogatory to the dignity of a Government Commission which 
has, after full investigation, presented to it a report and a majority 
of w'how* members have supported the abolition of the present land 
revenue system. My own feeling is, Sir, that the Government has 
already taken quite a gotxl deal of time to come to a decision. The 
I^engue, the Congress and other sections of the House came to the 
Assembly with the definite intention of unsettling the Permanent 
Settlement wdiich lias been a curse to the province. Knowing the 
general trend of public opinion in the country which has now been 
backed by the majority of the Commission, there is nothing for the 
Hon'ble Minister to wait and see. The old Persian saying, 
^ / jO that is, in doing a good piece of work 

you need not consult any oracle, whether this oracle be a senior mem- 
ber of the Civil Service or your coming once more to us to find out how 
the different parties in the House feel about the proposition. I feel, 
Sir, that the time, to-day and yesterday, has practically been wasted 
for the simple reason that we have nothing further to say. Resolu- 
tions and debates in this House are sometimes laughed out and 
adjournment motions are talked out. 1 do not know’ whether we shall 
be supposed to have discussed out this problem for, in the absence of a 
vote, we shall have come to no conclusion. But the conclusion is 
there, clear and unequivocal. 

The countrj’ has decided that Permanent Settlement shall go. Tke 
q^'estion is, what will be the best way to get rid of this terrible 
system. Many speeches have already been delivered but I listened 
attentively to the speech of the honourable member who spoke oa 
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behalf o^f the European Group and after that also to a paraphrase of it 
given by the honourable member for the Landholders’ Constituency. 
I appreciate the fear in the minds of people who hare held land so far. 
The old Indian adage , ^(^^7 
as on the day it was uttered. India has, from time immemorial, 
considered agriculture to be the best vocation in life. Those who desire 
to unsettle the Permanent {^ttlement and are anxious to remove the 
few and to distribute the benefits of the khefi\ as far as possible, to the 
many in the province. 

Another argument raised in the discussion is about the compensa- 
tion to be paid to tlie landholders. Should it be on a basis of 10 years, 
15 years, 20 years, or 25 \ ears I' Xo honourable meml)er has told us 
that due to the many inroads made on the rights of the zemindars the 
actual price of ^and has gone down considerably. The zemindar 
would |H‘rhaps be happy to get seven or even five times the return, for 
he cannot find a purchaser nowaday.s. If we decide upon 10 years 
j)erhaps the zemindar will be happy. Give him lo years or give him 
50 years, but get rid of the Permanent Settlement. The point was 
also made that ci^n tracts made should be solemnly carried out. My 
knowledge of the history of the Land Revenue System of Rengal may 
be defective, but, it is an admitted fact that agents who collected land 
revenue for the East India Company were at best commission agents on 
btdialf of a^businesH company. They have enjoyed this agency for a 
very long time. 5^ e do not w’ant to rob them of the benefits they 
received under the arrangement, but if the House decides that these 
agents be now removed, I do not think, Sir, we shall be interfering 
with the solemnity of any contractual obligations, for the contract did 
not pass any rights of ownership to them. 

The other point made is that the recommendations of the Commission 
will throw a large section of the population of Bengal out of employ- 
ment and handicap them in earning a livelihood and thus not only the 
zemii\|lars but their uuderling.s and intermediaries will also be hard bit. 
I feel that if the tenant pays something like 13 crores and the Govern- 
ment get.s only one-fourth of this amount, we can very well utilise the 
balance, tlmt is, the remaining three-fourths for the benefit of the 
province and if anv section of the population suffers under the new 
arrangement, we shall take care of that section. We are out for a 
revolution. We are out to disturb the placidity of the province. We 
are out to set up a new political economy in the provin<*e. Honourable 
members have told us that the zemindar has been the means of establish' 
ing.schools and giving money to hospitals and other charitable objecta. 
I do-not dispute that, but. Sir. if you go outside Calcutta, you will 
realise that Bengal is still in a primifive stage. There are no roads, no 
houses for the peasant# and the poor workers in thp fields live as 
or as badly as their animaU. This accursed system of Permawat 
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Settlement has kept the villages and the rural population of Bengal 
in a state of chaos and misery. It stands self -condemned, and a change 
from this system to a better one is the only way in which we can hope 
to bring any betterment to the province. The whole criticism has been 
that the Commission has erred in this manner and the Government has 
erred in the other abd the senior Civil Servant consulted has found 
things to be illusory and so on. What other alternative do the critics 
of the report suggest? We have decided in our minds that Permanent 
Settlement must go. I hope the Government will not now at this late 
hour show cold feet on this important problem. I would have welcomed 
any alternative suggestion. We are not out to expropriate; we are not 
out to rob people of what is theirs. If there is any other alternative 
of achieving our object I am personally prepared to consider it with an 
open mind. For the last half a century and more, Indjan thinkers have 
given their best attention to the matter and have come to the conclusion 
that there is no other alternative but to end it. 

Sir, the question has been a.sked : wliat sort of a picture will Bengal 
present after GO years. That is a very long period. We may go into 
the 2lHt century. I am, however, not going to wait till then and I do 
not want to present any pictures. I am prepared, a.s I have said, to 
revolutionise the placidity of Bengal and for that if we have to suffer I 
assure you, Sir, our condition will not he any the worse off’. May I, 
Sir, for the benefit of the House say that in one of the States in Central 
India there is a ruler with modern ideas. There tliey had a system 
of farming out villages and the farmers were veritable blood-suckers. 
Within one year the whole sy.stem was axed and every villager now has 
a holding of his own The new system is flourishing and the State 
makes u better income. I am not afraid of the flnancial danger involved. 

I expect that the balance out of the 1-? crores paid by the peasant will 
come to the Government or in other words back to Bengal in vsome form 
or the other, s(» that the Government may he enabled to give it back 
in the shape of better roads, better education and better advantages 
to the people. The honourable member for Labour and Kisan interests 
made a very disturbing statement yesterday. I listened to his speech 
with pleasure, Ivecause this was the first occasion vrhen he did not lose 
his temper while speaking, (Laughter.) He ret'ornmended that a Com- 
mittee be appointe<l to advise the Government on the actual proposals 
to be placed before the House. No further experts are required. We 
have decided to get rid of this system and any further Committees, any 
further Commissions or any further delay will become unbearable. I 
niav be told that all our energies and all our efforts at, the prwent momeiit 
should be turned towards the defence of the country especially |s war 
is ooming nearer, I admit the cngency of the argument. But instead 
oi^iacing the enemy with a half-fed population it will be better to give 
the poor rijlagers some hope to the effect that those who are governing 
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you have now reorientated the whole policy of the State and without 
injuring any section of the population in any manner whatsoever you, 
the peasants, that give us our food and other material comforts will now 
benefit from the new dispensation. Whether the whole of Bengal will 
be taken up at once or whether the Government will go about this 
unsettlement piece-meal is a matter for the Government in its Revenue 
Department and its experts. This is not the time to decide how the 
process will begin. What I want, Sir, is that the Government of to-day 
must declare in the name of the people of Bengal whom we represent 
here that the Permanent Settlemnt is gone. The sooner this decision 
is taken and announced the better. 

Fragmentation of holdings and other technical points will be 
considered in their proper time. Mr. Sj)euker, we have the rmyattvari 
system working iit the Punjab, in Bfunbay, in Madras: and other parte 
of India. It may be stated without any fear of contradiction that the 
peasant is slightly better ofi under that sNstem than in those parts of 
India which have Permanent Settlement. Tliat being the (ase, let us 
go aliead. I do not say that the peasant in Bengal will b<‘ suddenly 
transformed into a happy and joyou.s creature by the change, because 
I know, Sir, tliere are grievances of the agriculturist still to be redressed 
in the Punjab, in Bombay and in Madras. The raiyntwari system is 
not a perfect system. I do, Ii«>wever, feel that the j)pasantH, small 
holders and woikers under the nilyahtfiri system are better off than the 
peasants and workers under Permanent Settlement. I do not propose 
to take up any more time of the house, Sir, but I appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister not to waste any moie time. Fcdlow the majority decision of 
the rominission. Make mistakes if you like. We shall rectify them 
later on. But for gtrodness’ .sake do not wait any longer. Decide now 
and show to the world, before the next elections come, that you have 
rendered a valuable and enduring service, healed the scars under which 
the province and its people have suffered for long and many decades 

and redeemed the promise you made to Bengal. 

• 

Mr. NIHAREMDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; On a point of personal 
explanation , 'Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I think you should have some sense of humour. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: While appreciating 
humour, the serious point referred to must not be overlooked. I made 
a suggestion that a representative committee of all the parties should 
immediately set to work with a view to formulate definite proposals to 
place before the House, because the GdVemmeiit have Avoided formulat- 
ing any proposals at all. My suggestion is not meant to be used hf 
Govemment for their delaying tactics 
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Mr. iPfAKER: Order, order. Mr. Bose. 

Mfi 8ARAT OHANDRA ROSE: Sir, I agree with the honourable 
member who spoke last that the discussion which commenced yesterday 
and is continuing to-day is really superfluous. The people of Bengal 
spoke out their minds in no uncertain terms more than four years ago. 
And yet we find to-day after the lapse of nearly four years and a half 
Government initiating a discussion on a subject on which the people 
have already spoken and initiating it without giving the faintest indica- 
tion of the Government's own mind. 

Sir, the major parties entered this Legislature in April, 1937, with 
a definite agrarian programme, one item of which was the abolition of 
the zemindari system and acquisition of the interests of all rent- 
receivers. And though among the major parties was Uie Coalition Party 
in front of me, yet we find the Government appointing a Commission 
in order to get recommendations from them as to whether the zemindari 
system is to be abolished or not. Sir, the irony of the situation is this 
that our land revenue and our land tenure systems have to be explained 
to us by a Canadian authority ! I should have thought that the time 
had long past and gone when it was necessary for our Ranjit Singhji to 
achieve his ffciiie through British wiek<'ts, when it was necessary for our 
religion to he explained to u^ by a liesant or a AVoodroffe. 

Now, Sir, wjiat is the position of the Government to-day? The 
llon'ble the Keveiiue Minister read to us from a manust ript, and the 
time he occupied in reading it was nearly one hour, without any indica- 
tion at all of the opinions, if any, formed by the Government. AA^ithout 
meaning disrespect to him, may I say that the analysis he presented to 
this House could have been as effectively ajid a.s efficiently done by a 
Head Master of some school? Sir, we still find that the vacuum which 
existed in the upper storeys of some of the members of the Treasury 
Benches still exists. Three hundred and forty-eight printed pages of 
one rejmrt and 100 printed pages of another have not filled any portion 
of that vacuum I ^ 

Now, Sir, the Government on the 5th of November, 1938, appointed 
this Commission. AAV on this side of the House did not co-operate with 
that Commission and 1 am glad that we came to that decision because 
we thought we ought not to co-operate with a Commission on a subject 
on which the mind of the people had already been made up. Sir, that 
Commission presented its report on the 2lst of Man‘h, 1940. A Special 
Officer was appointed to examine the recommendations of that Cbmmis- 
iion. That Special Officer presented his report on the 27th of July, 
1940. And for a year the Government sat quiet and only initialed the 
discttssiqu on this subject on the£8th of July, 1941. 

^r, I buTe already said that the major parties in the Legislature 
entered the Legislature with a definite agrarian programine, and I 
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shall add, Sir, that the OoTernment which represented a combination 
of more than one party and had an absolute majority, ought to have 
started, not by appointing a Commission but by giving ^ect to the 
programme on which the |>eople of the province had set their seal. 
Possibly, Sir, this action or inaction on the part of the Government 
was due to the fact that the Treasury Benches were, and still are, a 
motley crew of each possible shape, of each possible hue or, if I may 
borrow the expression of a great philosopher statesman of England, 
something of the nature of “a tesselated pavement without ('ement, — 
here a bit of black stone, there a bit of white, — patriots and courtiers. 
King's friends ami Republicans”. 

I shall now, Sir, remind the House of the agrarian programme with 
which we came to this House. That was published as far back as 
the 12th of Aprrl, 19‘16. in the form of a resolution passed by the 
Lucknow Congress, and that resolution was in these terms: 

“The Congress is of opinion that the most important and urgent 
problem of the count ly is the appalling poverty, unemployment and 
indebtedness of the peasantry, fundamentally due to antiquated and 
repressive land tenure and land revenue systems and intensified in 
recent years by the great slump in prices of agricultural produce. The 
final solution of this problem inevitably involves the removal of British 
Imperialistic exploitation, a thorough change of the land tenure and 
land revenue systems and a recognition by the State of its duty to 
provide work for the rural unempl(»yed masses.” Sir, that programme 
was repeated on the 22nd August, 19-%, in the Congress election rnani- 
festo, and in these terms : 

Ihe lust five years of developing crises have, however, necessitated 
a further consideration of the problems of poverty and unemployment 
and other economic problems. With a view to this the Lucknow 
Congress laid particular stress on the fact that the most im|)ortant and 
urgent^ problem of the country is the appalling poverty, unemployment 
and indebtedness of the peasantry, fundamentallly due to antiquated 
and repressive land tenure and land revenue systems. Pending the 
formulation 'of a fuller programme, the Congress reiterates its declara*' 
tion made at Karachi that it stands fiir a thorough reform of the systems 
of land tenure and land revenue and rent and an ecjuitable a^ljustment 
of the burden on agricultural land, giving immediate relief to the 
smaller peasantry by a substantial reduction of agricultural rent and 
revenue now paid by them and exempting uneconomic holdings from 
payments of rent and revenue.” Sir, we then come to the elections, 
and wgfind that the 50tb session of the Congress held at Faispur declared 
m unmistakable terms this agrarian programme in these wqrds : 

“The Congress is convinced that the final solution of the problem 
involves the remoral of British Imperialistic ssploitation and a radical 
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change in the antiquated and repressive land tenure and land revenue 
systems. It feels, however, that the deepening crises have made the 
burden on the peasantry an intolerable one, and immediate relief is 
urgently called for,” 

Sir, we on this side of the House for the purpose of giving effect 
to that programme tabled a resolution in this House as far back as 
August, 19d7. That resolution was in these terms; 

“This Assembly is of opinion that a Committee consisting of nine 
members of this House be formed with power to co-opt experts on the 
Committee to formulate a scheme and to suggest legislative measures 
required to give effect to the following and to report to the House; — 

(a) to take immediate steps to acquire all lande^ interests in the 
agricultural lands of the province above those of the culti- 
vating tenants including private fishery rights above those 
of bond fide fishermen ; 

(h) to set apart out of the net additional revenue therefrom, an 
'adequate amount for free primary education so that each 
village may have the benefit of a j>rimary school and another 
adequate amount for dispensaries for men and cattle, so that 
each union may have one such dispensary ; 

(c) to capitalise the balance by a loan on Government Promissory 

Notes at an interest of three and a half per cent, per annum 
payable in 99 years; and 

(d) to disburse the loan so raised for — 

{/,) j)ayment of fair compensation for the interests acquired 
on the basis of loss of net incomes derived therefrom; 

(it) advance of fifty crores of rupees to agriculturists towards 
the li(iuidatiou of agricultural debts as loan repayable 
in 21) years at a rate of intere.st not exc^edin^ 5 per 
cent, per annum; 

(Hi) establishment of agricultural banks in all unions to 
advance loans to the agriculturists at a small interest 
again.st hypothecation of crops or mortgage of lands, 
as the case may be; 

(tv) resuscitation of the dead and dying rivers and channeb 
and opening out of new channels, where necessary; 

(r) provision for marketing facilities for jute and other agri- 
cultural products; ^ 

(ri) grant of subsidies to bond fide agriculturbts for ^velop- t 
ing the undeveloped lands of the province; » 

(vti) provision for agricultural education and research^ 
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(viii) establishnieat ot' industrial banks for the purpose of 
advancing small loans to trained young men and to 
agriculturists to whom owing to smallness of holdings, 
agriculture is not a dependable means of livelihood, 
for starting small industries; 

(ur) supplementing the existing grants from Government and 
local bodies for — 

(a) erection of school buildings in the villages; 

{b) erection of dispensary buildings in the unions; 

(c) <‘onstruction of tanks and wells in rural areas; 

(d) provision of pasture and fodder-producing lands 

in the villages; and 

(e) improvement of the breed of (‘aftle; and lastly 
(.r) establishment of a famine and unemployment relief fund. 

Sir, a full constructive programme was placed before this House in 
thai resolution, and I still remember the reception it had from members 
sitting on the Treasury Benches. Sir, I am disclosing no secret if 
I say that the calculation that my friends on the Congress Benches and 
I made for the purpose of finding out the amount necessary for the 
acquisition of all such interests as I have mentioned came to the 
neighbourhood of Rs. 114 ( lores. The estimate made by the so-called 
immature politicians, whom the Treasury flenches often described, and 
have often described during the last four years as “irrespcmsible politi- 
cians”, is an estimate which comes very near the estimate which the 
experts, or the so-called experts, on the liUnd Revenue Commission 
arrived at after month** and months of labour. Sir, I will not go into 
the other figures whi(di we had arrived at for the different objects 
mentioned in our resolution, because the time at my disposal is 
extremely limited. I shall conclude this part of my (d>servation by 
reminding the House of the rescdution that was jmssed by the Bengal 
Provincial Confereu(*e at Jalpaiguri on the 5th of February, Bh'll), over 
which I had the honour to fireside. The resolution w'as in these 
terms : — 

‘‘In order to relieve the peasants and reino%'e their grievances this 
Conference also urges Hie abolition of the Permanent Settlement and 
all zemindary systems in the firovince on paying reasonable compensa- 
tion to the parties concerned.” 

Sic* in spite of all these, in spite of the mandate that members of 
the Government Party had from their respective electorates, in spite 
of the mandate that the Krishak Proja Party had from its own electorate, 
in spite of the mandate that the Government knew that the Congrean 
F4rty had from its own electorate, in spite of the fact that on thia 
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question there was singular unanimity, the Govemment remained 
inactive and inert. And, Sir, I add on the basis of facts which I find 
in the report of the Land Revenue (Commission, that the Government 
actually moved in the opposite direction flouting the mandate which 
its own constituent members had received. 

Sir, I was amazed when I read page 229 of this report of the Land 
Revenue Commission. I was amazed to find that though the Hon’ble 
the Revenue Minister had not committed himself or the Government 
to any opinion, definite or otherwise, the Finance Department of his 
own Government submitted a note to the Land Revenue Commission in 
the following terms: — 

“(1) The Fermanent Kettlement and the (•onse(iuences flowing from 
it are now the framework of the general economic life of the country 
and in the c(»n8idered opinion of the Government'^ — mark the words, 
not in the considered opinion of the Finance Department of Govern- 
ment, hut in the considered opinion of the Government — “no tampering 
with that framework could in the long run jjroduce financial gain to 
the State. 

“(2) The department h(dds the view that the abolition of the 
Permanent Settlement would throw the social system (uit of gear and 
may not be conducive to the financial w’elfare of the province. 

“(d) The alxdition of the Permanent Settlement would be a financial 
speculation which would probably result in little gain." 

Sir, I have noticed in the pages of this report that the Landholders^ 
Associations were unanimously against the abolition of the zemindari 
system. I do not complain, because Ashociations consisting of land- 
holders would naturally be the defenders of the rights and privileges 
of the landholders. But what amazed me was this that the Moslem 
Federation of Dacca of which our friend the Government Whip, 
Mr. Eh w’uja Shahabuddin, is the life and soul, also declared its opinion 
against the alxdition of the zemindari system on the ground that it 
would iuv(dve a revolution in the social and economic life of the people. 
(Cries of “shame, “shame” from the Opposition Benches.) Sic, the 
attitude of the Landholders’ A.ssociation of Bengal is understandable. 
But what alxuit the attitude <»f the Moslem Federation of Dacca, of 
which the Ilon’ble Minister the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca is a prominent 
member, and as far as I am aware Khawuja Sir Nazimuddin is also a 
prominent member, and as I have said, Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin is 
the life and soul? 

Now, Sir, I shall come to the main recommendations of the Com* 
mislivn. As the time at my disposal is extremely limited, I shall not 
deal with the comparatively minor and ancillary recommendations of 
Ahe Commission, I shall confine myself to the main recommendations ol 
the CommiMion,’ As regards the main recommendaticm, namely, the 
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fteqtiifiition of the interests of all classes of rent-receiTers, we on the 
Congress Benches are in entire agreement with that recommendation. 
As regards the recommendation regarding compensation, 1 have heard 
speeches in the House to the effect that no compensation ought to be 
paid. I am afraid members who stated that forgot for the moment the 
provisions of the Government of India Act which make the payment of 
compensation obligatory. (Mr. Maqiiul Hosain : It is a British rule.) 
It is true it is a British rule whether we want it or not, and speaking 
for myself and my friends we definitely do not want it ; but the rule 
is there. Section 299 of the Government of India Act states quite 
clearly that “Neither the Federal nor a Provincial Legislature shall 
have power to make any law authorising the compulsory aciiuisition 
for public purjHwes of any land or any commen iul or industrial under- 
taking,” — T agree, with the honourable member who interjected that 
it is a British rule made fiu* British purposes, — "or any interest in, or 
in any company owning, any commercial or industrial undertaking, 
unless the law provides for the payment of compensation for the 
property acquired and either fixes the amount of the compensation, or 
specifies the principles on which, and the manner in which, it is to be 
determined.” 

Now, Sir, til at (luestion of compensation leads me to a consideration 
of the rate at which such comjiensation ought to be paid. As regards 
that, this report at page 174 states that the rate of compensation which 
receives im»re support than any other is 10 times the net profit of the 
proprietors and the tenure-holders. Sir, I am not discdo.sing any secret 
if I state to this House (hat the calculation which we of the Congress 
Party made in arriving at the estimate of 114 crores as the b>tal compen- 
sation jiayable was at the rate of lO times the net profit. But I would 
confess that it is easy to be dogmatic on this question. At the same time 
I would say it would be wiser not to be dogmatic!; and therefore on 
behalf of the party which I liave the honour to represent in this House 
I state in very clear and definite terms that in our opinion the compen- 
sation should as a general rule be at the rate of 10 times the net profit 
but sl^jiuld not in any event exceed 15 times, the lower the better. 

Now, Sir, I .shall come to another main reconimeiidation of the Com- 
mission and that is regarding the payment of the coippensation. Here, 
again, I am not at one with those who suggested piecemeal acquisition 
or — to use ibe words of Mr. Gurner — acquisition “in two waves*'. As 
regards the payment of compensation, it i.s the opinion of my party 
that compensation should be paid in bondn redeemable after 99 years. 

Sirj*I now come to a question to f^ich I would like to devote f little 
time and that is the future relation of the State to the actual tillers of 
the soil. The Commission have recommended that the position is to be 
of tenants bolding directly under the Government. 
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Sir, I shall frankly confess I do not feel happy over that position. 
I feel apprehensive that the rule of King Log may be replaced by the 
rule of King Stork and I say so on the basis of figures which I found in 
both the reporta. 

Coming to the first report, at page 2'il of the same, I find that the 
then Member of tlie Board of Revenue, Bengal, was ot opinion on the 
basis of the fact.s and figures that he supplied that had there been no 
Permanent Settlement, raiyatx would have been paying a higher 
average of rent. The figures furnished by Mr. C. W. Gumer are more 
eloquent still and justify that apprehension to an even greater degree. 
From the figures we find at jjage lOU of Mr. Gurner’s report, it appears 
that current demand in respect of estates held directly by Government 
increased from 1920-21 to 19d8-d9, i.e., during a period of 19 years by 
08 per cent. I could have gone into further tacts ‘and figures, but I 
think, Sir, that the figures and statements I have already quoted are 
sufficient t-o justify the apprehension in my mind. 

What then is the remedy? Sir, the remedy which I shall suggest 
to the House availing myself of the opportunity of this discussion is 
this that the State whi<*]j proclaims and gives effect to its policy of 
abolition of private ownership of the land sho\ild give the land to those 
who work on it for their free use. Some friends of mine on either side 
of the House may feel .startled at that remark of mine. But may I 
assure them that there is nothing to be startled at? It was certainly 
an experiment in the year 1917 — an experiment undertaken by one of 
the greatest States in Europe so far as territory is concerned, but it is 
no longer an experiment to-day. I nui} remind the House that the 
“Decree on the I>und” which was passed by the Ctmgress of Soviets on 
the 8th November, 1917, /.r., literally the day after tl^ victory of the 
armed rising organised by the bolshevists proclaimed tbe^ abblition 
of right of private ownership of land which passed into the hands of 
the State and tlie State gave it to those who worked on it for their free 
use.. Article VI of their present Constitution which is popularly 
known as the Stalin Constitution runs as follows : , 

“Land, miiiend deposit, waters, forests, mills, factories, mines, 
railways, water and air transports, banks, means of communication, 
large State organised industrial enterprises such as State farms, 
machinery and tractor stations and the like as well ^ municipal 
enterprises and the principal dwelling houses, properties in the cities 
and industrial localities are State property, i.e., the property of the 
whole people." 

Arid how is it that this expllSment has proved successfulf And 
there is no denying that it has proved successful. It proved successful 
l^ause Soviet Russia abandoned the capitalist path and adopted the 
socialist path — the path which consists of implantation of collective 
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farms ana State farms in agricultural economy — u path which led to 
the union of petty peasant farms into large scale collective farms 
equipped with technique and science and to the ousting of capitalist 
elements out of agriculture. Soviet Russia chose the second path 
popularly known as the socialist path, and what are the results? 

These figures, Sir, I have taken from a h(H>k entitled “The Soviet 
comes of age” w’hich I would ask memhers of the Treasury Benches to 
read and digest if they c“an. The figures are u'l follows regarding the 
■proportion of various categories of agrii ultural economy in the total 
acreage under crop. In 1928 State farms formed 1 per cent. ; in 1937 
they formed 9 per cent. In 1928 collective farms were only 1 *2 per 
cent.; in 1937. i.e., when the Soviet came of age they were 89*4 per 
cent. Individual^peasant farms in 1928 formed 97 ;3 ]>er cent.; they 
dropped to 0*8 per cent, in 1937. Small holdings of workers and 
employees for their own personal needs were nil in 1928; they are 
0*8 per cent, to-day. 

That leads me to the consideration of other interconnected problems — 
the problem of finance and money, the problem (d industries and other 
problems too numerous to enumerate in the course of this speech. I 
ought to state that, in relation to finance and money the ownership, 
as I have already said, may he one of two kinds — of the State or of 
co-operative and collective farms. The revenues of all State-owned 
properties accrue to the national exchequer and provide the main 
source of its income. The revenue of the co-operative and collective 
undertakings, on the other hand, belong solely and wholly to the latter 
after payment of the statutory taxes of the State exchequer and their 
taxation is in the form of income-tax. Of the four sources of national 
revenge in Soviet Russia the first is by far the greatost, as the whole 
revenue of the State-owned properties of the country goes to the 
national exchequer where it constitutes the actual basis of the fiscal 
system, whereas the other three sources of revenue merely serve to 
supplement the national income to a limited extent. The other three 
sources of ificome are revenue derived from the co-operative and 
collective undertakings, revenue derived from private ownership which 
is limited to individual peasants and handicraftsmen and must be 
based entirely on personal labour and the last source of revenue is 
direc^t taxation which is levied on the private earnings of citisens which 
are subjecrto income-tax on their salaries or wages from State-owned 
undertakings or co-operative as well as on their share of profits as 
members of the latter. The revenue derived has proved to be sufficiently 
larg^ fer a big tract of country one-sixth of this inhabited 

world of ours. I would, therefore, ask the (lovemment even at this 
late stage to embark on something which cannot be called a m^ 
experiment to-4ay, to embark on something which has proved to be a 
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sncceBB and success to an extent that could not hare been imagined in 
1W7. What became a reality in 1931 was more than a reality in 1938 
when the Soviet came of age. The reality is this that since 1931 there 
has been absolutely no unemployment. Sir, I am not taking as my 
authorities the Soviet writers on the subject but one whose name is a 
great name in British hiconomics, the name of Sydney Webb. There 
has been absolutely no unemployment in Soviet Bussia in 1931. If 
that is so, Sir, I would suggest in the course of this discussion that 
instead of the recommendation of the Commission regarding the posi- 
tion of the State vis-a-vis the peasants, the experiment which has been 
conducted with so much success in Soviet Russia ought to be the basis 
on which we in Bengal should move. What is really wanted, to sum 
up in a few words, is planned economy in this province, planned 
economy of the kind indicated in the resolution of which we gave notice 
in August, 1937, planned economy which will comprise not only agri- 
culture and agriculturists but also industries, fiuauce and currency, 
internal and foreign trade, inland waterways, communi<‘ations, 
exploration and survey of the province, labour, i)Osition of women, 
housing construction, public health services, social insurance, public 
education, sports and athletics, literature, music and art. That was 
.as I just now said what was envisaged in the resolution of which we gave 
notice in August, 1937, 

Sir, we in this House have waited long enough. Let us start 
to-day. Let us not start with Committees and Commissions again. Let 
US not imitate the delaying and shelving tactics of the British brand or 
uny similar brand, tactics too well known to need enumeration, tactics 
by the formation of Committees. Commissions, Royal Commissions and 
the rest of it. Let us start to-day with this big enterprise, this big 
planned economy in Bengal, so that it may not be said of us that four 
years and a half out of five we have wasted in this Legislature. 

I know, Sir, that some members on the Treasury Benches will accuse 
me of having socialistic or communistic sympathies. If that Ms the 
accusation which is levelled against me, I shall at once plead guilty 
to the charge. “Communism,” as Prof. Laski has said in his 
brochure, “has become in our day at once an ideal and a metliod. As 
an ideal it aims at a society in which classes have been abolished as 
the result of a common ownership of the means of production and 
distribution". Speaking for myself and the party I represent in this 
House, we shall cling to that ideal. It is an ideal which has an 
honourable tradition, a tradition older, wider, nobler ^ar than the 
I'apitilistic tradition. This traditton, Sir, reaches back to the very 
begianings of Eastern and Western political and religious thought. 
Tuke the Hindu Scriptures, take the , Holy Koran, take Christ's 
Christianity as you have in the Gospels, not the Christianity which is 
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preached to-day, all of them are fraakly commuaistic in their ideology. 
Take Western political thought which may be said to have commenc^ 
with the “Republic’^ of Plato. That also envisages a Communistic 
State. There is nothing to be apprehensive of in that ideal and as I 
have already said it is time, it is more than time, that we should try 
to realise that ideal in action in order that this province may live. 

Sir, one more word and I shall conclude. As Prof, Laski has pointed 
out at another place in the same brochure, “communism has made its 
way by its idealism and not by its realism, by its spiritual promise and 
not by its materialistic prospe<*t. It is a creed in which there is no 
doubt intellectual error, moral blimliiess, social perversity. Religious 
make their way despitt* these thing>. Mankind in history has been 
amazingly responsive to any creed which builds its temples upon 
spiritual heights.* The an.swer to the new faith is not the persecution 
of those who worship in its sanctuary — an art and a method in which 
the Treasury Pencheri specialise— hut the prool that those who do not 
share its convictions can scan an horizon not less splendid in the pro#i|)e<'t 
it envisages nor less compelling in the allegiance it invokes”. Sir, I 
ask the members of this Houm* to scan their intellectual and spiritual 
horizon for a better and a nobler ideology and a more splendid prosjiect 
and if they discern it, let them cling to it with alacrity and 
enthusiasm. But if they fail to discern it, as I am sure they wdll fail, 
I ask them to hearken to the call for social justi(‘e, to the call for an 
equality greater than man has ever known before and lay tlie founda- 
tions here and now for the material and spiritual liberation of mankind 
in this part of the world. 

Thf Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRABAO 8INCH ROY: Sir, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: On a point of order. Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister cannot take advantage of rule 41. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have never said that it is rule 41. The debate 
has not concluded. Surely the House expects a reply from Government, 
if it 80 wishes. 

TiM Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I do not 
want to take up the time of the House by the various issues raised by 
members belonging to various groups in thi.s Houst*. It is not the 
Government’s intention to reply to the points raised by them. But 
after ^stening to the magnificent and eloquent speech by the Reader 
of the Opposition I think it is incumbent on me to rejdy to some of the 
allegations made by him against Government, He has charged Govern- 
ment with inactivity and he has quoted the Lucknow resolution of lie 
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Congresfi, the resolution adopted by the ProTincial Conference at 
Jalgai^JTuri under hi« presidency and he has referred to the resolution 
tabled by his party in this House. 

Sir, I will just ask him to reply to my question whether any other 
Government in India except the much-maligned Government of 
Bengal has attempted up till now to bring about the change in the 
land tenure system of the province. The Congress was in power in 
several provinces 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: As the Honble Minister has 
put u direct question to me, may I have a right of reply? 

Mr. SPEAKER: But 3'ou have already said (Jiat this Govern- 
ment has done nothing. ^ 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Then he has asked me to reply 
to his question when I have got no right of rejdy ! 


Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the Congress 
was in power in several provinces, and what steps did the Congress 
Ministries take to bring about a change in the land tenure system? 
It was only this Government that had the courage and fairness to 
appoint a Commission of Enquiry to go into the whole question. 
Now, my friend, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, has said that there was 
no necessity for appointing a Commission, and that the object of the 
Government in appointing the Commission was to shelve the ques- 
tion. Sir, I do join issue with him. My honourable friend has said 
that the Government party and his party, the two major parties, in 
the House, had clear mandates from their electorates on some of the 
issues. But assuming that they had, still it was necessary for Govern- 
ment, responsible as they are, to find out the ways and means. Sir, 
my honourable friend talked of the alwlition of British Imperialism. 
Now, let us assume that he and his party were committed to the 
abolition of British Imperialism. Certainly not by donning khaddar 
cap and dress in the afternoon and appearing before the Hon’ble 
Judges of the High X)ourt who are agents of British Imperialism in 
the morning, he will do away with British Imperialism. That is not 
the method by which British Imperialism can be driven out. The 
ways and means will have to be found out. Now, Government with 
the best of intentions wanted to do away with the present land tenure 
systfin and the existing land laws of the country. Still they acquired 
advice on the details and for that purpose they had to appoint the 
Cbmmisaion. The Commission submitted its report after a delibera- 
tion of over a year. Naturally, Government had to get the propoeala 
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made by tbe Commission examined from the administrative and finan- 
cial points of view. The Finance Department submitted a memo- 
randum before the Commission. The observations made by *the 
Finance Department were the observations of an expert department. 
It did not express opinion on the political issues involved. It was 
concerned merely with the financial aspect of the problem. I think 
the Finance Department would not have discharged its responsibility 
as Finance Department if it did not point out the financial implica- 
tions of the recommendations. 

My friend, Mr. Bose, talked of Socialism and Communism and 
said that he would like to cling to that idea. Who would notP We 
have the ideal of Bhaisnavism before us. It is not for the first time 
that we have heard of Socialism and Communism, but certainly 
earning a big inc(yue in the High Court is neither Socialism nor Com- 
munism. '^hey do not go together. (At this stage several members 
of the Congress Group rose in their seats and there was a combined 
voice of protest against the Hon’hle Minister’s statement.) 

Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I rise on a point of order, Sir; 
would you not give me a hearing? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, I am in 
possession of the House and I will not yield to anybody when I am 
making my reply. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. S]»eaker, will you n<»t allow 
me to rise on a point of order? Ma\ J know, Sir, if the Revenue 
Minister would he allowed to indulge in personalities in this indecent 
style for maintaining hi.s position in the Cabinet? 

The Hon’lile Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I strongly 

protest against the insinuation made by the last 8j»eaker. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Your bread may be at stake, 
but you should at least learn to behave in a proper manner. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, you are going out of your way. It 
is very desirable that personalities should be avoided in our discussion 
here. As a lawyer of eminence you can understand, Mr. Basu, that 
no point of order can properly be raised when both sides are makings 
personal attacks. 

Mr^SANTOSH KUMAR BASUl But, Sir, my point of mdsr 
is this: having had no justification under the rules to reply to this 
debate but having been allowed as a matter of mere concession by tin 
Speaker to reply to this debate in a decent manner, will the Hmi^ble 
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Minister be allowed to indulge in personalities for the purpose, as I 
haT| said before, of maintaining his position in the Cabinet in the 
best way that he thinks proper? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, I think you will agree with me that 
our debate should be so conducted as not to allow any personal reflec- 
tion or fling being made from one side to the other, and it would have 
been much better if the Hon’ble Minister had not made a statement 
like that. So far as I could follow him, he did not complete his 
sentence when there was a storm of protest from the Congress Benches. 
I do not know what he meant to say, although, I admit, he was 
driving at the point against which there is this protest from the 
Opposition. In view of that fact, Mr. Basu, no occasion had yet then 
arisen for me to intervene in the midst of the Eon’ble Minister’s 
speech. However, I w^oiild again ask the Hon’ble Minister not to 
bring in i>erHonulities in his speech. 

The Hon'bie BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 am grate- 
ful to you for your advice and I will try to follow it. But at the same 
time, Sir, I would recpiest you to see that the other side of the House 
also follows it. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: But he must withdraw the state- 
ment that he has made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, whenever members on the (iovern- 
ment side rise to speak, there is so much interruption from the 
Opposition that it is impossible to follow the debate. 

Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Not until he became indecent 
in his remarks that the Opposition intervened. 

Th0 Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There were* 
constant flings at the members of the Treasury Benches, but there 
was ®ot a single iu.stance of the Opposition being similarlj^ treated by 
the Government supporters. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Sj^eaker, Sir, what is the 
reply about? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is open to me to ask any member to speak. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I rise on a point 

order. I have nothing to do w’ith khaddar, but respectfully beg to 
bring to your notice one matter which, I believe, you have yourself 
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heard. The Hon'ble Minister has been allowed to call the Hon’ble 
Jud^s of the High Court “agents af British Imperialism’* and he has 
also been allowed in the course of his reply to make certain referencft to 
the khaddar cap and the im)de of dress of a particular person. I big to 
ask you, Sir, is it permissible in this House to make any personal 
reference and remarks of this nature? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 did not hear any personal references being 
made. 

Mr. FAILUR RAHMAN: May I rise on ii point of order, Sir? 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I know, Sir, how is the 

dress of a man rtdevant to this debate? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, Mr. Bose, at the moment 
when the Hon’ble Minister was speaking and was going to say some- 
thing to tliat effect, there was so much noise that his voice was 
drowned. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I ask the Hon'ble Minister 
to repeat to the House one sentence or one word in my speech whi(‘h 
was unparliamentary, inde{‘ent or abusive? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope, *Sir Bijoy, you will try to continue the 
debate in a jiarliamentary manner. 

Th« Hon’blf Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The point is 

this, Sir. Is it the privilege <»f one side of the House to abuse and is 
it the duty of the otljer side to submit to such abuse? I think I was 
not unparliamentary anywhere in the course of my speech, and what- 
ever 1 said was nothing but a statement of facts. (Loud noise from 
the Op|»ositioii as well as the Coalition Benches) 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I know, Sir, that people who 
were never able to earn more than Bs. ’>0 at I he Bar would be naturally 
jealous of other people’s income. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Bose, you are also grossly 
guilty of the conduct of which ^you are t*omplaiDing. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE : I am sorry, Mr. Speaker; when 
the S|S}aker fails to give protection to a member of this House, he 
has got to speak out his mind. May I know if my dress has anything 
to do with the subject.matter under discussion, and whether thare 
was a single unparliamentary word used by me in my speech? 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I rose on a point of order. 
Honourable members of the House have no right to disturb me when 
I rise on a point of order. My point of order is this. If a member 
speaks about communism and socialism and if another member says 
“when you have such a big private income, it does not lie in your 
mouth to speak on communism or socialism because you yourself are 
making a vast income; it is not proper for you to advocate the cause 
of communism or socialism when you yourself are not contributing to 
that ideal'*, can any member disturb that honourable member when 
he says that? That is my point of order, Sir. 

The Honlile Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I just 
mention why I ma'de that remark? The honourable member observed 
that tile members of the Treasur\' Benches would ‘charge him with 
communism or socialism and he gave a long dissertation on those 
subjects and that is why I attempted to point out the inconsistency 
between Mr. Bose’s principle and fuactice. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. There is no jioint of order. It 
has been closed. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: This is on a diherent point, 
Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, we stand on our 
rights to raise a point of order, 

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, order. It is my decision that theYe will 
be no further jioint of order at this stage. Every point of order has 
been raised and disposed of and if there is any further j)oint of order 
it will he after the debate has continued and no previous point can be 
the basis of a jioint of order as a matter of history. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH. BISWAB: Sir. I shall not rise on a 
previous point of order but on a new point of order. 

Mf. SPEAKER: Order, please. Ar a matter of fact, orfbe you 
allow history to be brought as a fjoint of order, there will be ao 
twQuination of it and all points of order that were raised by succes. 
live persons have been disposed of. 
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Mr> SURENDRA NATH BISWAti It is my privitoge to xaise 

& point of order, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, you cannot raise a point of order minute 
after minute. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, you have not 
given your ruling on the {M>int of order which you allowed me to 
raise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the point of order 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: After the point of 
order a whole ro«ud of debate has come al>out. My point of order is 
this. Do you, Sir, on the floor of the House allow members to make 
personal references of the type as the Hon’ble Revenue Minister 
indulged in? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not ])rei)ared to answer a hypothetical 
question. Tliat point of order was raised by Mr. Basu and I imme- 
diately gave my decision that it should be avoided. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: Sir, will you allow the expres- 
sion to remain on the minute iMiok that High Court Judges are 
agents of British Imperialism? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think this is unparliamentary and I 
cannot eximnge it. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: This is prohibited. Under the 
Government of India Act one cannot make such reference to High 
pourt Judges. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What exactly did he say? 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: He said "High Court Judges 
are agents of British Imperialism’'. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will look into malter. I did not catch li 
myself. 

Mrr SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, wUl you allow me to 

raise, my point of order? 


Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. 



LAND REVENUE COM. DISCUSSION. [29th Jvit, 


130 

Mr. SYtD HASAN ALI CMOWDHURY: Sir, yon just now said 
that you did not hear 

(At this stage there were interruptions from all sides of the 
House.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 
445 p.m. to-morrow. 


AdJourmiMnt 

Accordingly ihe House was adjourned at 8-36 p.m. till 4-46 p.m. 
on Wednesday, the 30th July, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Aijsembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 30th July, 1941, at 4-46 p.m. 

Prsssnt: 

Mr. Speaker (the HoiCble Sir Mihammad Azizll IlAurE, r.i.E., 
Khan Bahadur), in the Chair, 7 Hoii'ble Ministers and 184 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 


Grant of agricultural loan to Rangpur district* 

MS* Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF; Will the Hon’ble 

Mini.ster in charj^e of the Hevenue Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the total aiiiourit of a^»Tieiiltnral loai»s driven io the district of 
Ran^jpur durinjr the current year nj) to the month of June; 
(//I the amount driven t(» each subdivision; ami 

(ui) what is the muximtim amount of loan ^-iven to a sing’le indivi- 
dual, and Mliat is the minimuiiiP 

(In Is it a fact tliat no loan is driven to a man paying union rate of 
Re. 1-8 or upwards annually? 

(c) If so, what is the cause? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(tf^how many persons applied for agricultural loans in the Sadar 
subdivision of Rangpur; and 
(//’) how many of them have been givcm such loans? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (ttio 
Hon’blo Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): {(nn) Rs. 6,09,000. 


(ti) Sadar subdivision 

Gaibandha subdivision 
^urigram subdivision 
Nilphamari subdivision 
(in) Maximum Bs.lO and minimum Bs.2, 


Rs. 

1,00,000 

1.76.000 
98,000 

1.06.000 
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(b) No. 

(c) Does not ariae. 

(i} (i) 87,200. 

(«) 34,880. 

Criiit of agrkHJltui’al loan and gratuitous relief in certain districts. 

MS. Mr. TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon ble Minister 

in chargt* of the lie venue Department be pleased to state separately 
what sums have been granted during the current financial year as — 

(1) Agricultural loan, and 

(2) Gratuitous relief, 

in the districts of Burdwan, Hooghly, Birbhum, Bankura, Bakarganj 
and Noakhaliy 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Amounts granted 
up to the nth July, 1941, are stated below: — 

(1) Agricultural loan — 

Burdwan 
Hooghly 
Birbhum 
Bankura 
Bakarganj 
Noakhali 

Gratuitous relief — 

Burdwan — lis.44.T35 (including 118.6,235 
sources). 

Hooghly — Its. 

Birbhum — Rs. 2,20,060 (including tts.20,D00 granted from the 
Indian People’s Famine Trust Fund). 

Bankura — Rs. 16,000. 

Bakarganj — Rs. 1 ,00,300. 

Noakhali — Rs.bO.OOO. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (1), 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the grant of 
19,05,000 to Bakarganj as agricultural loan has covered the total 
demand of that district for aach loanl^ 


Rs. 

... 4,22,000 

... 1 , 20,000 
... 5,50,000 

... 4,00,000 

... 19,05,000 
... 8,15,000 

granted from other 
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Ttw Hon’blt Sir BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is no such 

things as total demand. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the demand which the District Magistrate of Bakarganj has made 
to Government for payment of agricultural loan, especially to the 
cyclone-affected people? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: At least Govern- 
ment are supposed to know what is the total amount asked for up to 
date hy the (’ollector. 

Mr, SPEAKER: His point is so far as the demand of the District 
Magistrate is (^)neerned. Did the District Magistrate make any demand 
to Government ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 
Government have san< tione<l whatever amount the Collector wanted. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to the answer 
regarding gratuitous relief will the Hon’ hie Minister he pleased to state 
whether the grant of only Its. I,0(),d00 to Bakarganj has met the 
demands of the t*v<loue-atfected people of the district of Bakarganj? 

Tha Hon’blf Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not the 

final grant. Money is being distributed gradually though up till now 
it has been sufficient. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state whether those persons in the tw'o cyclone- 
affected districts of Bakarganj and Xoakhali, who do not own land, are 
given loans from Agricultural Logins Fund? 

t 

Tht HOfi’hia Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: These landless 
people are not granted loiin from Agricultural I^mus Fund, but if they 
are grouped witli landed people they are given agricultural loan. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, my question is 
this: There are people who do not possess land, but they are cyclone- 
affected and they have to erect their bouses and to attend to other 
business. Are these people granted kwui for their relief though they 
do not own lambs? 

Thu HofinHt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH NOYl May 1 juet 
explain the position ? People who are agricidturisU are given agri<^« 
tural loans and landless people are generally grouped with peoplw Iritli 
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land. Those who are non-agriculturists are being granted loans under 
a separate head altogether. They are not granted leans under the 
Agricultural Loans Act. 

Mr. tURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate has demanded only 1 
lakh of rupees for piiyment as gratuitous relief to the cyclone^ffected 
people of Bakarganjy 

The Hofi’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Yes, up till now. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Will the Hou'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether (ioveniment in granting money for gratuitous 
relief con8idere<l the carte-hlanche order of the old Government of 
giving relief to tlie cyclone-affected people of this province in 1919? 

The Hofl’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, we do not 
go by precedent in these cases, l)ecause we have broken ell precedents 
and we are crwiting our own precedent. No Government in old days 
granted a loiin to the extent of Ils. 19 lakhs or gratuitous relief to that 
extent as the present Government hiive f>een doing. We go by our 
own precedent. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in 1919 in the Madaripur subdivision 
alone Government granted alwut Rs. 8 lakhs us gratuitous relief? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: It may l>e quite 
possible th^it we shall exceed that amount by the time we finish 
distribution. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
ple^ised to state whether during the last three months from the date 
of the cyclone, Rs. I lakh has been quite sufficient to meet the demand 
of the poor and afflicted people? 

Th« Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I can assure my 
friend that it has been quite sufficient. If it were not, Goveniment 
would have certainly sanctioned more money. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the southern part of the district of Tippera is affectedi.by the 
cyclone or the whole of the district is affected ? 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 
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Mr. NISHiTHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state bow the Government is giving* relief to those landless 
cyclone-affected persons who cannot be grouped with those who have 
got land? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that is a supplementary question. 
First ask whether there is any category for these who are landless and 
cannot be gioui)ed with those who have got hind? 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: He has replied. 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 did reply to 
the simple (|uestiou to how did Govermnent tackle the prohlem of 
their demand. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What is the specification of 
the head under which loans are granted? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: We are giving 
them under a seixarate head altogether, (tovernment have made special 
sanction for granting loans to those people. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Out of a grant of Its. l,()0,:i()0 
allotted to Hakiirganj, will the ilou’ble Minister be pleased to state 
how much ha.s gone to Hhola? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 want notice. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the fiou hle Minister be 
pleased to state what will be the amount that has been distributed up 
till now to these landless people tor whom a .separate category has been 

made bv Government? 

• 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hor/ble Minister he 
pleased to tell us if be has asked the District Magistrate there to m^ke 
a list of such landless people fur whom there are difliculties in gmnling 
agricultural loan? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BI40Y PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: The Collector 
himeeH approached Government and put forward the suggestion. It 
was not necessary for Government to ask him to firepare the list. 
Moreover, this is not the time when Government can ask the hseal 
officers to devote their time to preparation of lists ond such other work. 
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HardiihiiM of landlast lidioureri of this Provinoi. 

M7. MauM MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that jute restriction and 
unusual drought and rains have caused hardship and privation to the 
landless labourers of this Province in the absence of employment? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps are the Government proposing to 
take to ameliorate the condition of these people? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (o) Yes. 

(h) Test relief works have Wn opened wherever possible. In place® 
where test relief w'orks have not been found pckssible the labourers are 
being provided with work in paddy-husking, clearing of gardens, etc. 
When the level of water in the country-side subsides, it will be possible 
to organise test works on a more systematic and satisfactory basis. 

For the relief of distress, (Government have sanctioned this year, up 
to 16th July, 1941, Rr. 79,41,(KK) for agricultural loans, Rs.94,9()0 for 
land improvement loans, Rs. 9, 14,000 for test relief works, and 
R8.(),80,8(K) for gratuitous relief. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that in giving relief in the shape 
of test relief works, Government sjuictioned only R.s. 1-14 for one 
thousand cubic ft. of earth? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is no 
uniform rate.^ 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the lloji'bk Ifinister W 
pleased to state whether this is a fact that in the district of Taridpur 
Government sancfloned only Rs, 1-14 for one thousand cubic ft. of 
earth? 

Tht Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, I speak 
aubject tti^rrection. I think it is Rs. 2-8. 

Mailivi MUHAMMAD ISRAILl Will the Hon^ble MiniUer be 
pleased to stata whether the test relief works are worked under the 
Fieaine Code which provides only 10 pice to be paid to the labourer for 
the whole day’s work? 
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^ TIN Hm'M* Sir BUOY PRABAO BINCH ROYl W« «re taking 

good care to see that a worker earns nearly 3 annas a day and we are 
trying to adjust the rates according to the level of price of rice. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, if possible, how much has been spent so far? 

.4 

The HOffl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ank for notice. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Honnile Minister he pleased 
to state the number of places where relief works have been started ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 84 centres have 
been opened. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwert to which were laid on the table) 

Introdiiotiofi of Nofi-Agrioultural Tofianoy Bill in the July-Si|»tomlier 
Soeeion, 1S41. 

12. Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGHA: {a} Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state when 
the term of the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi* 
sions) Act, IWO (Bengal Act IX of 1940), will expire? 

(b) Do the Government contemplate the introduction of a similar 
Bill in the July session, 1941, of the Assembly? 

(c) Is the Hon’ ble Minister aware that there is a demand in the‘ 
country for such a legislation^' 

Th. Bir BUOY PRABAO'^BINCH ROY; (aV On the Satk 

M.y, m- ' 

(b) A Bill is^n preparation. It will be introduced in the current 
session of the Assembly. ^ 

, (c) Yes, there is a demand from people interested in non-agricul- 
tural holdings as tenants. 

Mroduotton of th« Non-A^rtoultural TwiaiMy Bill in thi»||pionn 
Baattonf 1841. 

Maulwi MOHAMMAD IMAILl (a) Will the Hon’ble Minietei 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to eti^ trheiher the 
Govemmimt contemplate the introduction of the HW-Agrioiilty|al 
Tenancy fcll at the July session, 1941, of the Assembly P 
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(b) II the answer to {a) is in the negative, will the Eon’Ue Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is a conntry-wide 
4)emand for the passage of such a Bill as early as possible ? 

The Hofi’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) There is a feeling in favour of such a legislation amongst those 
who are interested in non-agricultural holdings as tenants. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government intend to get this Bill passed 
jduring this session y 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please i raine your (luestion properly. You 
*c‘annot ask Government whether they inten<l to refer the Bill to a Select 
tCommittee or to get it passed. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
ploaseil to state whether the Government intend to circulate the Bill for 
eliciting public <»pinion thereon or whether they intend to pass the Bill 
.during this session y 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou cannot ask whether Government intend to 
get the Bill passed <luring this .session. Ask generally wliat they 
propose to do. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the (iU)vernment will consider the desirability 
of passing this BillK 

Mr. SPEItKER: Order, order. 1 am afraid you aje getting hope- 
l4as. If I may put the question for Mr. Ghose, what he wants to know 
is: wluit steps do Government pixjpose to take in regard to fhe various 
.atages of this Bill,'^ 

The Hon’bItSir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: At present the 
Government’s intention is to introduce the Bill and move for circulaffen. 


P<itt$#f aooomitaiit and olarks in Madiaai Cailaga Hoafiitals olHoa, 

14. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Mmister in charge of the Public Health and Ix>cal Self-Oogemment 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that some permanent 
^eiioal posts including the post of accountant in the Medical Obllege 
Hospitals office are likely to fall vacant y 
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(5)i« Mm, Sklitar be pletied to etate ^betli^^tliey 

Trill be filled up according to the ooi&Mi^ rttMyp 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is no Muslim in the 
senior grade in the office? 

(d) If so, do the Government contemplate the desirability of appoint- 
ing a Muslim as accountant P 

MmiETER in oHirgs of tbo PUBLIC HEALTH aiNl LOCAL tCLP- 
COVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the HoiPblo Nawab KhMfa 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) No. 

(b) Vacancies, as they occur in future, will be filled up according to 
the Communal Ratio Rules. 

(c) Yes. • 

(d) Does not arise. 


Construction or repair of primary sohoot pranuaes. 

15. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED; (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that a circular 
has been issued by the Education Department to the effe<'t that no money 
out of the di.strict school fund i.s to be spent for construction or repair 
of primary* school premises? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
primary schools having houses of their own which were constructed 
by the — 

(t) District Board, and 

(ii) public subscription, 

after the Free Primary Education has been introduced in the district 
of Mymensingh? 

f 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what arrangement 
the Government contemplate taking — 

(t) for repair of the school houses already in existence; and 

(u) for the construction of houses for those schools where no house 

can be had by public contribution? 

(d) If it is a fact that owing to the said circular the School Board 
are not in a position either to maintain the school houses already in 
existence or to construct new school houses? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps be proposes to dith rb^rd 
to the circular? 

10 
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MfNimR III ohirgt of the EDUCATION DCPARTIIENT (tto 
Hoifblo Mr. A. K. Fadul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(6) (i) None; it is presumed that District School Board is meant. 

(it) 1,991. 

(c) to (e) The funds provided by the levy of education cess are insuffi- 
cient and have to be supplemented by large donations from Government. 
It was therefore hoped that the local people would accept the burden 
of building expenses of schools. There have been numerous objections, 
and I am considering the whole position. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941. 

The recommendation of His Excellency the Governor has been 
obtained. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Itaw Jute Taxation Bill be referred to a Select Committee- 
consisting of the following members: — 

(1) Maulvi Muliammad Isrnil, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali, Khan, 

(3) Yusuf Mirza, 

(4) Mr. M. A. H. Ispahani, 

(5) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman, 

(6) Mr. Abul Hosain Ahmed, 

(7) Mr. Jagot Chandra Mondal, 

(8) Mr. I. G. Kennedy, 

(9) Mr. J. R. Walker. 

With your permission, Sir, I shall substitute the following four 
names for those given in the list: — 

(Ip) Mr. Mahzuddin Ahmed, 

(11) Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan, 
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(13) Mr. Shahedali, 

(13) Mr, Abdul Karim, and 

(14) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by Aujjust 8th, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It would, I think, be better if you ask for a later 
date instead of nn enirlier date. I do not think you will he able to 
finish the work by that d^ite; to-day is the 30th, and meiiibers must be 
given siiffioient time to meet and do the work. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: We shall he a first class 
business (ommittee and we can get through the work without diflScuIty, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the House will luive any ohjectioi 
to that. 

The H0tl*bl6 Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The necessity for 
imposition of this very small tax on jute needs little justification. 
After gnive and mature wnsideration, Government have embarked on a 
policy of compulsory regulation of sow'ings so us to co-ordinate the 
supply with the deimuid. This imlicy has been endorsed by the legist 
lature and has already Imrne fruit. Last year, the pnaluction W'as so 
considerable that if we had not started to measure luiuls with a view 
to restrict cultivation and .subsequently to issue licences over th0 
restricted area, la.st year’s crop it.self would have sold for a song, Aa 
it was, the cultivators received .some return for their crop and the trad$ 
purchased a portion of the crop on the distinct understanding that 
restriction would l)e effected in the .sowings of 1941-42 and that that 
pulicy would be continued hereafter from year to year. This year, thu 
Government has implemented its assurance fully and the acreage sown 
is less than one-third of List year's acretige. Many attempts are being 
made to derive varjing conclusions from the puhlishe<l figures. I 
deprecate any attempt to juggle with figures. The fact remains that 
the sowings thi» year are less than one-third of the previous year's 
sowings by plot to plot survey and measurement. 

The success of the policy of restriction has exceeded all anticipations 
— thanks to the co-operation that we received from the growers and 
their representatives. I remember many were the forebodings voiced 
by those interests who were, always anxious to belittle the achievements 
of this (Jovernment, or who wish to keep the jute market depressed, 
and to see jute cheaply sold. It was said that no Government h^ be^ 
able to achieve restriction, and that we would be sure to fail. By the 
aid of Almighty Providence, we have been able to achieve what was 
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considered to be impossible. I am happy to be able to quote no less 
a persmiage than the Right Hon’ble Mr. Arthur Greenwood, a member 
of the British War Cabinet, who in a speech as recently as the 24th of 
July commented what he called the ‘^courageous action of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in drastically regulating the production of jute, as an 
example of what can be done to prevent over-production of agricultural 
commodities that otherwise, either now or after the war, will inevitably 
lead to a collapse of prices and the untold miseries of vast numbers of 
agriculturists.** 

Our regulation policy in order to be a success has cost us much more 
than we anticijiated. We could not have taken the risk of a failure. 
It hud to be successful whatever the cost. I shall refer to this a little 
later. We have further \yeen able to come to an agreement with the 
Government of As.suni on this subject of reguhitionv and we shall have 
to advance to them a sum of four lakhs of rupees to enable them to 
make the necessiiry survey. We hope in a similar manner to arrive at 
an agreement with the Government of Bihar. Thene may be some 
financial liability on that score. It is clear that if we are not to 
almndon this policy of regulation and if we are to (urry it out relent- 
lessly, we must have funds to finance it. The ordinary resources of 
Government are not adequate and special taxation is necessary. When 
the Salles Tax was under discussion last ses'^ion, there (ume from many 
sections of this House a pressing demand that Government should also 
tux jute to carry out measures for the efieclive improvement of the 
conditions of the jute growers. At that time I stated that this matter 
was under my considemtion, that 1 was examining all aspects of this 
taxation measure, and that I would introduce it only when I was satis- 
fied that the incidence of taxation would not fall upon the agriculturists 
in any appreciable measure, and that the measures for which this 
taxiition was raised would benefit him much more than this small 
sacrifice which we were calling upon the entire industry to bear. I 
have now sjitisfied myself that tho.se conditions prevail and I am there- 
fore emboldened to place this taxation measure before the Hoqse for its 
acceptance. 

This taxation measure, as I have set out in my Statement of Objects 
and Reasons, is (tilculated to yield alout 'jO l«khs a year. This year 
it is not likely to yield that amount, as many sales would have passed 
before this measure becomes law. I will, however, consider this 
measure on the basis of an average yield of 50 lakhs per year. It may 
iwt be known to honourable members that this year, in 1941-42, we^re 
Kkely to spend Rs. lakhs for regulation purposes. It would take 
me beyond the purview of this Bill to state the details before this House. 
We budgeted for a liability of 24 lakhs for this purpose, but this has 
been found not to be sufficient. We believed that we would be in a 
l[k>sitk>n to dispense with the services of the staff for three months, but 
we ^d that we are uuahle to do so. We need them for tabulation and 
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lor a farther survey to assist us iu arriving at a more equitable method 
of licensing, which will take into consideration the difficulties of the 
small agriculturists. 36^ lakhs of rupees is a very large slice from the 
ordinary revenues of the proviiicje, and the more we set apart for this 
purpose, the less are we able to carry out our ameliorative policy in 
respect of the other nation-building departments. 

Although only relevant in this somewhat indirect manner, I would 
like to take this House into my confidence regarding certain further 
commitments which we have hud to undertake over and above the 
budgeted liabilities. I am sorry that time does not permit me to put 
in a supplementary budget this sessitui. It is for this reason that I 
want to upj>rise the House as early us possible regarding the major 
unbudgeted liabilities. A]>art from the colossal deficit which I fore- 
casted in this yeai-fc ])udget. a deficit which can hardly be met by the 
collection of the sales tax, wliich will only start from the 1st of October 
of this year and by the iKcstponement of many of our schemes, which 
may await bett(*r tinn*s, wc* have ha<l, as I said above, to undertake 
certain very urgent unhudgcte<l liabilities. There is (»ne which I fore* 
casted in my budget sju‘cch, namely, the payment id a dearness alh)wance 
or grain allowance to our low paid employees. Personally, 1 wish I 
could afford to i)a\ tliem a little m(»re than we liave allotted, hut even 
the sum that we have allotted has imposed on us a liability of more than 
8 lakhs of rupees. The acute <listress in many of the districts of Hengul, 
west, south, north and east, lias led us to incur an expenditure which 
we could never have forecasted. Already, we have allotted 8(1 lakhs of 
rupees for agricultural loans, nearly a lakh of ru]»ees for land improxe- 
ment loans, 10 lakhs of rupees for test relief works and 7 lakhs for 
gratuitous relief. In many places, this is only the beginning of the 
distress, and we shall have to pay considerably more sums not Only 
by way of agricultural loans but for test relief works and gratuitous 
relief, which are issued never to return. Over and alM)ve this, mon«*ys 
have been allotted for assisting educational institutions which have been 
razed to, the ground and for providing shelters for deserving middle- 
class families whose homes have been destroyed — at least five lakhs more. 
Government have embarked on relief work on an unprecedented scale, 
and the amount to In* 8i>ent may reach sub-astral figures. Then as I 
have pointed out, there is the additional exfwnditure of Rs. 14,16,000 
in connection w'ith jute licen.sing and checking in 1941-42. The 
expenditure for the collection of the Sales Tax will cost 5 lakhs of 
rupees. Owing to a feeling of insecurity in the iK)pulation and the 
necessity for increasing the efficiency of our police to prevent riots 
and disturbances, we have had to and shall have to incur further 
expenditure, perhaps in the region of 3 lakhs. A sum of Es. 29,000 
aleo accounts for the extra expenditure for removing certain grievances 
of security prisoners, and the survey work in connection with certaaft 
road fund projects accounts for a further sum of Rs. 33,000. Tha 
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riots in Dacca which have necessitated an increase in the police force 
there, account for a further sum of Rs. 50,000. There are certain 
inialler items which we can leave out of consideration for the time 
being. I have set these figures out before the Assembly, partly to 
inform the House that the budgetary position has deteriorated to some 
extent and taxation would lie justified, which may add more money 
%o the general revenues, and secondly, because I feel that in the matter 
of finance at least the House should be taken fully into the confidence 
of the Government and should be kept apprised of any supplementary 
expenditure that Government owing to the exigencief^ of administration 
may be forced to undertake. I am sure the House will under these 
circumstances assist me in my efforts to stabilize our finances and 
enhance our credit. 

Let me now return to the specific measure before the House. I 
have on several occasions indicated that tliis Government considers it 
its duty to safeguard the interests of the jute growers and proposes to 
improve the conditions under wliicli the growers of jute market their 
produce and to stabilise prices at reasonable lev’^els. I hope that our 
policy will not stoj) at this point but that as we continue to progress, 
we shall gradually rid the industry of all its evils and shortcomings 
for the benefit of the industry as a whole, starting from the jute grower 
down to the manufacturer and expinier. 1 would like to draw the 
particular attention of the honourable members to the jireamble of the 
Bill and to the Statement of Objects and Reasons, where it has been 
clearly indicated tliut the proceeds of this tax will be definitely ear- 
marked for expenditure in connection with the various schemes that 
have been or may later be undertaken to implement Government’s 
declared policy in relation to jute. Government policy may be speci- 
fically classified under the following four general heads: 

(1) Stabilisation of jute prices at reasonable economic levels. 

(2) Improvement of the conditions under which and the methods 

by which jute is marketed. ‘ 

(3) Improvement of the economic condition of jute grower in 

general. 

(4) Improvement of conditions within the industry for the general 

welfare of all sections thereof, from the grower to the manu- 
facturer. 


It is not possible to give a complete and exhaustive catalogue of 
ail the schemes that come or may in future come within the^cope of 
each of these four main categories. In any case, no list that I might 
give could or would be made binding on Government for all time, 
or is it possible now to foresee what measures may or may not be 
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<o«nd necessary. Bnt this I can say, the proceeds of this tax will ^ 
^>ecifioally earmarked for the carrying out of measures falling within 

four main categories I have given. 

To indicate the kind of schemes or measures which it is intended 
ahould be financed out of the tax now proposed, I may briefly mention 
the schemes which at the present moment appear to Government to be 
the most important and most urgent. 

First and foremost comes regulation. As I said on a previous 
occasion, without relentless application of regulation, nothing 
substantial or permanent can be achieved. That I think, is a principle 
that is now universally accepted. 

As stated before the estimated expenditure for this year is 36J lakhs, 
partly because wg now find it impossible to dispense with the whole 
staff during August, September and October as we first exjiected to, 
partly because we have had to give the staff a grain compensation 
allowance not jireviously provided for, and partly because w'e have 
had to increase the supervisory staff to ensure prompt and better dis- 
posal of work and place before us figures which may assist us in the 
issuing of future license.s on an even more equitable basis if possible. 
In future years, we may he able to reduce this annual expenditure on 
the processes of regulation to, say, about Rs. .‘12 to M.'l lakhs, but I see 
little prospect of any con.sidcrable reduction below tbat level. From 
this it will he abundantly clear that about two-thirds of the estimated 
gross proceeds of this tax will he annually required to continue the 
application of regulation which is tlie fundamental basis of our wdiole 
jute policy and without which no efforts to stabilise prices at reasonable 
levels can possibly succeed. 

Next, I come to measures for the improvement of marketing. So 
far, our expenditure in this direction has been very small. This year, 
we are undertaking no grandiose or large scale schemes because we feel 
that here we must proceed with caution, and only after careful experi- 
ment on a small scale. Only when we are fully satisfied as a result of 
fluoh experiments that our schemes are sound and practicable will w’c 
embark on large scale measures. But we have every intention of 
pursuing a steady policy of progress in this direction and our expendi- 
ture will therefore he constantly on the increase. Our ultimate object 
ifl, as we have already announced, the building up of the holding power 
on the part of the growers that will enable them to bargain on equal 
terms with the other interests in the trade. How this can best be 
achieved must be a matter for continuous experiment and study. What 
form the association of growers will ultimately take, it is not possible 
to say now. But it is very clear that much spade work requires to be 
doni before any solution of this problem can be achieved. T, for one, 
do not believe tbat any readymade solution will meet the case or ffiat 
any such can be imposed from outside in present circumstances. 
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Meanwhile, we are proceeding with onr efforts in what may he called 
an educative direction — to give the grower better information of market 
conditions and prices, to teach him the elements of proper assortment 
of his jute and to encourage the formation of small groups or associa> 
tions to illustrate the benefits of collective bargaining and to break down 
age<old prejudices against the pooling of resources. 

In this way only can we prepare the way for more ambitious 
projects of co-operative action by societies of growers and the establish- 
ment of a widespread system of organised marketing# with adequate 
warehousing facilities and other requisite adjuncts. .Simultaneously, 
and as u third category of our policy, with the development of scientific 
marketing it will be necessary to undertake measures for the general 
economic welfare of growers. These may include the development of 
better and more scientific methods of production, bitter methods of 
cultivation and of preparation of fibre for the market, better rotation 
and will thus include schemes of agricultural research concerning jute 
and other fibres and crops that may be profitably associated therewith. 
Here, again, our expenditure to date has not been large but it must 
be expanded. As an earnest of our interest and intentions in this direc- 
tion, I may allude to the three new jute research stations which have 
recently been started by the Indian Central dute Committee with our 
assistance and financial aid. 

In thivS category 1 would also include schemes which ma.^ from time 
to time be necessary to assist growers in times of calamity or unuvsual 
difficulty by means of advances or subsidies. 

Lastly, there are the measures which may be necessary in the general 
interests of the industry as a whole. In this category I would include 
such measures as the improvement and control of markets of all kinds, 
the maintenance of proper standards and all measures designed to 
maintain and increase the consumption of jute at home and abroad. 

As one example of this type of measure, I may cite the case of the 
enquiry into the working of the futures markets recently conducted by 
Professor Todd, who I hope will shortly return to Calcutta to resume 
where he left off. The total estimated ex|)eiiditure on all the measures, 
including regulation, which we are undertaking or are about to under- 
take during the current year amounts to about Rs. 37 J lakhs. 

So much for the uses to which it is intended to put the money to 
be raised by means of this Bill. liet me pass now to the question of 
the incidem'e of this taxation. 

As I have stated alwve, I feel satisfied after taking expert advico 
from economists of unimpeachable reputation that it is wholly iffbonreci 
to say that this taxation will fall on the grower either entirely or to any 
mee^urable extent. This is not only in essence but in fact a Salat 
Tax, w'hich is notoriously borne by the consumer. This matter kat 
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l|»en tlirashed out fully ou the fioor of the Houae on the laet oocaeion 
in couuectiou with luy general Salee Tax Bill. It was never suggested 
that the producers would be affeoted by the tax at all but the consumers^ 
and partly the traders, who under certain circumstances may not be 
able to pass the tax on to the consumers, I do not deny that in certain 
circumstances under certain very exceptional circumstances, the 
producer, namely, the jute-grower in this instance may have to bear 
a portion of the tax, but those circumstances can only arise if the supply 
was overwhelming and the demand very small. Those circumstancea 
cannot now arise with the system of regulation of production which 
we have adopted, where supply and demand will be kept in reasonable 
proximation. Should our estimates fail at any moment, should owing 
to unforeseen circumstances, there may be no demand at all from any 
part of the globe, either for jute or for the manufactured commodity, 
wliich wc could not have foreseen, we shall have to meet (he situation 
if it ever arises — frankly I must say that this is heyond my conception — 
wi shall have to meet that situation by measures for helping growers 
over specially difficult jH*ri<nls by advances or sul)sidieH. 

If we leave out of account such very exce])tional circumstances, I 
think it can fairly be said that this tax will be distributed amongst all 
the persons parti(dpating in this industry. At times of keen demand 
or rise in price it is most unlikely that any part of this burden will 
fall on the producer. In normal times, the incidence of fhe tax would 
be shared by the several persons participating in the industry. Jute 
passes through many hands from producer to consumer. 

The spread of price from former to latter is (considerable. To assume 
or assert that at each and every sale on this system, the whole burden 
will and can be passed back until it rests with the producer (uily is to 
ignore plain economic facts. Given the fundamental condition, which 
by continued regulation we are determined to ensure in future, that 
demand and supply all kept in reasonabiy close accord, competitive 
buying in the market will prevent the producer from being saddled 
with any but an infinitesimal part of it, and perhaps not at all. There 
is ample room within the spread of price between grower and consumer 
for the absorption of this small tax without injury to any interest 
involved. Uhder present conditions, I think it may be fairly asserted 
as an economic truth that the tax will be borne wholly by the consumer. 
The present high prices of jute gtanfs are in no way due to the prevail- 
ing price of jute. 

The margin is considerable indeed, so considerable that we that 
there are flaws in the present organieation, that there is wastage some- 
where, *whieh permits prices of jute goods to rise to dangerous levels 
that have no connection at all with what is paid lor the raw material. 
If this small tax gives some added incentive to remove these flaws mad 
atop that wastage, it would have served an excellent pirpoee i)uiie apart 
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from the primary purpoee for which it was designed, viz., to pioTide 
funds to enable Goremment to carry out those measures which arf 
essential to the improvement of the conditions of the growers, to regula- 
tion, better marketing and better understanding of the part which they 
must play as the producer of the province’s most important agricultural 
commodity. I have seen it mentioned in some financial papers that in 
the imposition of this tax, I am unmindful of the fact that jute goods 
must be cheap goods in order to compete in world’s market with many 
substitutes. I wish to assure the House and business^ and commercial 
circles that I am fully alive to this fact. A tax of two annas per maund 
on raw jute will hardly have any effect on the price of the manufactured 
commodity and will not raise it beyond competitive levels. Under 
present circumstances, manufactured commodity is at a dangerous level 
irrespective of the tax, and when the gap between theV^ost of production 
and the price realized from the consumer is so considerable, it will have 
no effect at all. The question may arise if the tax was substantial, if 
the margin between the cost of production and the sum realized was 
inconsiderable or in other words, if the profit was unsubstantial and if 
at the same time, the cost of the manufactured commodity was so high 
that it permitted substitutes to take their place. I lielieve that it is 
always in the power of the jute-mill owners and the (‘ommercial 
magnates to so adjust trade and business that the jute grower will get 
an adequate price for his jute, that the necessary middleman will earn 
bis usual and minimum profit, that the mills will be able to sell at 
command prices, which will give them their jirofit and at the same time 
keep the price of manufactured goods at a competitive level. Under 
those circumstances, which are not beyond tlie jiowers of regulation, the 
entire tax can be passed on to the consumer of jute goods. The 
Indian Jute Mills Association have by combination proved to the world 
that they can fix their own prices by agreement, and tliey can so regpil^^f® 
the industry as to stabilize the trade if they are minded to do so. Under 
present conditions I am confident that the trade should easily bear a 
much larger tax. I have purposely kept it low so as to conform» to our 
present expenditure and the immediate schemes in contemplation. 

As regards the actual design of the Bill members will remember 
that on the last occasion when Government were first considering the 
question of taxation of jute there was iii operation an agreement with 
the Indian Jute Mills Association regarding minimum prices, one of 
the conditions of which was that Government would inform the mills 
beforehand of any taxation proposals. In compliance with this condi- 
tion the Indian Jute Mills Association were informed of the proposal 
to impose a tax on raw jute and were given a general idea*of the 
methods proposed. For their part the mills in reply stated that they 
iia4>A0 objection in principle to this method of taxation. They made 
certain auggestiens ^regarding the points of collection and these 
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•ttg^stions have been incorporated in the provisions of the Bill. The 
•*hther interests principally affected — the baled jute shippers were also 
*^informally consulted on matters of procedure and detail and their views 
have also been given due consideration. 

I mention those matters only to show that the Bill does not come 
without any previous warning to those trade interests who are most 
closely affected by its provisions. 

In fact, so far back as the C'onference lield in Delhi in December, 
1940, the trade generally has been well aware of our intentions. At 
that time, the question of (Invernment having to purchase jute on a 
large scale to prevent a (‘ollapse of prices was one of immediate 
importance. 

The agreement reached at that ( onfcrence and the adoption by the 
mills of a considerable buying programme, whicJi they substantially 
carried mp, fortunately, relieved (jr(»vernment of the very cxmsiderable 
respon-^iljility and risks ot large .seale purchase and the question therefore 
receded into the background. The necessity of imposing taxation to 
finaiice large scab* purchases was avoided hut it was accepted at the 
Conference with the approval of the (Government of India, that taxation 
for tile purjKise of financing regulation and similar essential measures 
was thorouglily justified. 

I hope the House will agree with me that this taxation measure— 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On u point of order, Sir. If 
the Tlon'ble Minister takes so much time of the House I do not know 
what 

The Hoffi’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is a mat tor of vital 

importance. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, he has already taken 
more than 40 minutes, I do not grudge the time taken by him but 
let us have equal proportion of time in order to discuss this question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is always the case 

with ray honourable friend on the other side. I would have finished in 
30 seconds. 

Mib 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Please rise above manuscript. 

The NeiPbii Mr. H. 8. SUNRAWARDYs Sir, I hope the Heuee 
will agree with me that this taxation measure is necessary for the 
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benefit of the jute growers, and that 1 shall have the satisfaction of 
lecuring the unanimous approval of the House on a measure of such 
vital importance to the welfare of our people. 

I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Iir« SHAHEDALI: Sir, I beg to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bengal Haw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941, be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon. 

Sir, I have heard with rapt attention the speech delivered by the 
Hou’ble Finance Minister and though it appears that there are a number 
of loopholes in his speech it is couched in elegant phraseology. I know, 
Sir, the fate of my circulation motion. It ai)pears that I have been 
selecte»d as a member of the Select ( ommittee. I shall be in a position 
to show these looplodes in the settings of the Select Committee. I shall 
have (umsultation with other members of the (“ommittee in order to see 
whether this Bill should be dropped or acted upon. 

Sir, with the advent of the s<M'alle(l popular (rovernment the general 
public thought of relief, relief from future taxation, but to their utter 
surprise, they were taxed in the past, they are going to be taxed now, 
and the (Government have extended hope for future taxation also. Gov- 
ernment is bent on doing good to the people, but the people are crying 
to save them from their so-called friends, .so-called Krishak daradix. 

From the head and tail of the Bill it will appear that the Govern- 
ment do not mean to tux the cultivators but they mean to tax the 
occupiers of the jute-mills and the .shippers of jute. In the beginning 
it is stated in the Preamble: “A Bill to provide for the levy of a tax 
on raw jute purchased by the occupiers of jute-mills and by shippers of 
jute. Whereas it is expedient to provide for the levy of a tax on raw 
jute purchased by the ocrupiers of jute-mills and by shippers of jute 
for the purpose of carrying out measures for the stabilisation of jute 
prices and for furthering the interests of the growers of jute in the 
Province.” 

Now, Sir, in the Statement of Objects and Heasons it is stated: 
“For practical reuson.s and for administrative convenieme it is proposed 
to tax only what may be called the ‘final’ transaction. That is to say, 
to impose and collect the tax at the stage where — 

(o) it is delivered to a jute-mill to be used in the manufacture of 
jute goods, or 

(b) it is delivered to the shipper in the form of ‘pucca” bales for 
supply to consumers overseas. In such case it is more 
convenient to collect the tax from the final purchaser in 
Bengal, i.e., the jute-mill owner or the shipper, and it is 
also easier to detet‘t and prevent evasions of the tax at these 
two points. The Bill is accordingly designed to provide for 
tkia.” 
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Sir, this is nothing but an attempt to deceive the cultivator. If 2 
annas tax is levied on raw jute purchased by the occupiers of jute-milk 
and by the shippers of jute they will purchase jute at 2 annas less if 
not more. In our experience in the past we are convinced that on the 
pretext of raw jute tax the f arias, the mill owners and the middlemen 
in jute business will purchase jute at a much lower price. The object 
of the Bill, as it appears from the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
runs thus: “In order to finance the carrying out of measures for the 
stabilisation of jute prices, the improvement of marketing and generally 
to further the interests of the jute-growers of the province and of the 
industry as a whole, considerable sums of money are required which 
<5aunot be found out of ordinary revenues.” The object of the Bill is 
to provide funds for these purposes and it is intended to earmark the 
proceeds of this^ax for such expenditure. On this point in the past the 
Hon’ble I inance Minister did not assign any reason for taxation, nor did 
he say for what purpo.se the money would b(‘ spent. This time the 
Hon ble Finance Minister has given reason for taxation and he is specific 
that the money will be spent for the welfare of jute growers and for 
regulating the jute busine.ss. 

What do the (rovernment mean by the word “stabilization”)^ Stabi- 
lization does not mean increase of price of jute. 1 was a member of 
the Jute En(|uiry Committee and the majority members recommended 
a scheme tor restriction, regulation and marketing of jute, for raising 
the pri(‘e of jute, and also they recommended to fix the minimum price. 
These four ingredients must go hand in hand to raise the price of jute. 
But the (government do not intend to take recourse to it but only in the 
name of stabilization of price of jute want to raise a huge sum. Piece- 
meal legislation will do no good to the jute growers. 

Whenever a tax is levied it is levied on all, irrespective of class or 
creed. But in this case the burden will b<^ exclusively borne by the 
jute growers. I cannot understand why for the jmrpose of stabiliza- 
tion of price of jute tbe cultivators alone will be taxed. I think that 
the t^ole Bengal should contribute for this purpose. 

In my opinion no tax is necessary if the (lovernment is really bent 
on the object as enunciated in the Bill. Economy will be sufficient to 
solve the problem. I believe, by this time, (lovernment is aware of the 
miseries of the people. They are on the verge of starvation. The salary 
of Government officials is sufficiently fat to allow a cut of 25 per cent, 
for the time being. When letter days come they may put in their 
claim for compensation. Be that as it may, the Hon’ble Minister may 
be rigbt and I may be wrong or I may be right and the Hon 'hie Minister 
may %e wrong. Before we actually levy a tax on jute the opinion of 
the country should be taken. Our Government is said to be popular 
Government. They should not levy any tax against the will aJ the 
public. 
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Lastly, I appeal to the memberi} from North Bengal and East Bengal 
to see that the Bill be not referred to the Select Committee but be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion by Slst Marche 
1042. 

Mr. 8ATYA FRIYA BANERdEEl Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak 
on the motion for circulation of the Bill. In doing so, I shall briefly 
survey the policy of the Government and its attitude towards the 
problem of jute and its grower. I have heard with rapt attention the 
long speech which the Hoii’ble Minister in charge has inflicted on the 
House, a speech which is only a catalogue of what he desires to do 
but not how it should be done. I have heard his speech with attention 
and I may say perhaps without any fear of criticism or contradiction 
that we have not been vouchsafed with any clear formulation of the 
policy of Government with regard to this golden fibre of the province. 
From the moment, the present Ministry took up the reins of Govern- 
ment and even before that during the election campaign we have been 
overwhelmed with effusions of solicitude for the ill-fed, ill-clad anti 
ignorant multitude of jute growers of the province, the man behind the 
plough, the man in the factories and workshops, the man who by the 
sweat of his brow is scarcely able to make his two ends meet, but I am 
constrained to observe that their professions of sympathy and their 
anxiety for the unfortunate people of this province have been only 
lip deep and liave not manifested themselves in any legislation for 
their real benefit. The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1938, of 
which so much capital has been made by the present Ministry, if it 
has done anything, has succeeded in creating new landed proprietors, 
a new class of bourgeoisie, who will go on merrily oppressing the 
tenants under them, and has completely ignored the rights and interests 
of the actual tillers of the soil. 

Th§ Hoil*bl6 Mft H. 8i 8UHRAWARDY: I do not see the relevancy 
of your point. 

Mf. 8ATYA FRIYA BANERJEE: Are you not following? You 
will presently come to realise it — have a little patience. 

Th® Hon’IHe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I did not want to rise on 
a point of order because the flow of elmiuence is so perfect that I do* 
not want to interrupt the honourable member. But the point of order 
merely is; on this question of Raw Jute Taxation Bill, do all the 
legislative enactments of this Ministry come under review? < 

l|jUl|l^i ABU H088AIN 8ARKARS They are only a catalogue of 
your misdeeds 1 
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Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANER^EEs Sir, the present Govenunent 
had also suspended enhancements of rent and with a great flourish, 
appointed a Bent Reduction Committee to enquire into the incidence of 
rent in the province and make recommendations regarding its reduction 
but about whose deliberations, even after the lapse of three long years, 
we have yet to know from the Government. Thanks again to the results 
of the Bengal Money-lenders and the Agricultural Debtors (Amend- 
ment) Acts, all sources of credit have been dried up without (jbvern* 
ment having furnished other sources of credit in their stead. The 
Government enacted a legislation which aimed at regulating the 
production of jute apparently with a view to raise its price but which 
failed in attaining the object owing perhaps to the unwillingness or 
shall I say inability on the part of the Government to tackle the jute 
problem in its ei^tirety. Had the Government l>een wise, had it the 
foresight and imagination and courage to tackle the problems from 
the point where it is grown to the point where it is manufactured into 
finished products, by eliminating the successive series of middle-men, 
who deprive the jute growers of their legitimate dues and not tinkered 
and played with it as they have Ijeen doing by these piecemeal measures, 
the problem of the price of jute and wdth it the problem of increasing 
the purchasing power of jute growers would have been solved and the 
face of Bengal would have been smiling and she would have been 
long ago on the way to peace, pro8j)erity, happiness and progress. In 
this background, Sir, we have to judge the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation 
Bill. 

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons, it is said that ** in order 
to finance the carrying out of measures for the stabilisation of jute 
prices, the improvement of marketing and generally to further the 
interests of the jute growers of the province and of the industry as a 
whole, considerable suras of money are required which cannot he found 
out of ordinary revenues. The object of this Bill is to provide funds 
for these purposes and it is intended U> earmark the proceeds of this 
tax for.such expenditure". 

Sir, I must frankly admit that I cannot congratulate the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge on the impossible tusk that he has set upon himself 
of reconciling the interests of the jute growers with those of the 
industry as a whole. I ask him in all seriousness and with all the 
emphasis that I can command, does he really want us to blow hot and 
cold in the same breath with him? Does be want us to believe that 
the lamb will lie safely with the lion in the same den? I am sure he 
will agree with me that the interests of jute growers and the industry 
are irreconcilable. They have nothing in common; their interest are 
diametrically opposite. A ceaseless struggle must go on betw’een them 
till the jute growers with their allies the workers in the jute induitiy 
will be in a position to socialise the industry as a whole for the benefit 
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oi the proTince and not for the bennfit of the piirileged Nnr-— (The 
Hon’ble Mr. B. S. SuHRAWAaiDT : rmposMblel)— T can midewtand, 
Sir, the anxiety of the Hon^We ike Minister to coniintfe to eecnre the 
favour of his white mastere, the members of the Europefifn group, and 
to protect himself from the frowns of the jute growers who are, in 
the last resort, the arbiter of the destiny of the Ministry. But he has 
to choose, here and now, between the favours of the British exploiters 
and the frowns of the exploited, his own kith and kin, the bone of his 
bone and the flesh of his flesh. Apart from these general considera- 
tions and without going into the question of incidence of this taxation, 
a question which is not free from doubts and difficulties, I am happy 
to say that the Minister in charge has at last accepted the suggestion 
of my honourable friend to the left, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, who 
in his Jute Bill of 1937 incorporated some such scheme of taxation 
on jute industry; but I am sorry the Minister in charge had not the 
courtesy to acknowledge it. Sir, the importance of jute in the economy 
of this province cannot be overestimated. Jute is its only money -crop 
and on its proper price will depend the future welfare and prosperity of 
its people. In order to improve the holding power of jute growers, in 
order to improve their marketing facilities, in order to increase the price 
of jute, the only scheme feasible is to set up co-operative marketing 
organisations, but here, 1 think, I will be confronted by saying that 
co-operative jute sale societies were started in Bengal, but failed. 
May I, Sir, point out to you from the little knowledge that I possess 
of those institutions that their failure was mainly due to the sabotage 
of the British interests in jute here and at Dundee; it was due to their 
fiubtle intervention that the jute sale societies came to grief. We are 
apprehensive of their attitude in this regard and we have serious 
misgivings as to how they will react to this measure this time. Let 
us hope that the present Ministry will rise equal to the occasion and 
not succumb to the sinister influences, as they have often done in the 
past, and machinations of the Euroi)€au Group. 

Before I conclude. Sir, I mu.st thank the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
for at least giving us a catalogue of what he intends to do. I would 
have been more thankful if he could lay all his cards on the table, 
a full scheme as to how' the income of the jute growers has to be 
increased and of the measures to be adopted by the Government for 
securing this end; and in this connection Iwould refer the Hon^ble 
Minister to the scheme which had been sponsored by mv bononrabl^* 
friend, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, the scheme which had received the 
support of the Coalition members of the Jute Enquiry Committee and 
bad been incorporated in its majority report, the scheme, which if the 
Government be really sincere in their professions, they will do mail to 
implement. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion for circulation. 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the 
ordinary course, under ordinary cirt'umstances we have often welcomed 
this measure. Even now we are prepared to accept this measure if 
the Hon’ble Minister in charjre fixes the minimum price of jute. Sir, 
our experience tells us, and that very clearly, that ultimately the 
producer will be affected. In explaining the incidence the Hon’ble 
Minister 1ms only said that he has taken expert advice from ei'onoinists. 
He has said that if the demand is great, then there is nothing to be 
afraid of, but he has said that there may be a danger. We know of 
the amusement tax ; no (m ners of cinemas and theatres pay the tax 
but only the ordinary cinema-goers pay the tax. In his lengthy 
speech the Hon'hle Mini'^ter in charge refers to the sales lax. Sir, the 
sales tax is not^yet in force but what is the condition of the ]»oor 
peasants in the nuifussaly I can say, Sir, from my y)ersonal experience 
that big shop-keepers of the mufassal are raising the sales tax from 
now; I can tell you that as a result a piece of dhoti worth Re. 1 is 
.selling at Rs. 1-4 in tlie mufassnl. Sir, there are various methods to 
deceive the poor ugriiMilturists of Bengal. We know low the jute- 
mill owners or the shippers will be able to cairy through. Sir, one 
particular section is a very doubtful section. In section of the Bill 
the Hoirble Minister propose.s that “the Provincial (lovernment may, by 
rule.s made in this l>ehalf, exempt any person or class of persons from 
nil or any of the provisions of this Act.** We do not know who are 
this class of persons and whether there has been any underhand arrange- 
ment with any such class of persons. We know, Sir, if the amountJ 
of sales tax, say, 40 lakhs of rupees, is set apart to safeguard the interest 
of the cultivators, that is no doubt a very nice jiroposal. The Hon’ble 
Minister in his speech has admitted that for licensing and checking 
the jute regulation (joveriiment had spent an amount of more or less 
14 Jakhs of rupees last year. Sir, I can assure this House, and the 
members opposite will perhaps agree with me, that if that is the 
expenditure from the public exchequer, I can say without any fear of 
contradiction that the poor cultivators of Bengal had spent another 
14 lakhs of rupees for these unscrupulous employees under the Jute 
Regulation Act. Even now the process of exaction from the agricul- 
turists is going on. I had been in some districts when checking wa.s 
in progress and I saw my.self how money is exacted from the poor 
agriculturists by some employees under that department — I mean the 
Jute Regulation Department. The proposal of taxing the ultimate 
consumer is a laudable proposal, but, Sir, we have grave doubts that 
Government will take a serious step to prevent any depletion of the 
price Bi jute in the long run. Sir, I know how many hands are changed 
in the process of purchase of jute from ordinary broker of the mufassal 
to the big brokers of Calcutta. Sir, it will be for all practical puf1k>ses 
impossible for the Government to control those hands that are now 
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engaged in dealing with the purchase of jute. Ultimately the poor 
producers of jute will be affected. There are other avenues where 
Government can easily tax and raise this small amount of 50 lakhs of 
rupees or less. 

Sir, the view of the party I belong to is that there must be taxation 
for the benefit or to safeguard the interest.^ of the cultivators of Bengal 
but, Sir, we are convinced that this measure will not benefit the culti- 
vators of Bengal. My friend the previous speaker while speaking 
referred to the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act and the Money-lenders 
Act. Sir, to speak the plain truth what is the net result of these two 
measures passed by this Government? Not a single member of the 
party opposite will disagree with me when I say that the net result of 
these two Acts is that agriculturists are selling tlndr holdings; they are 
gradually becoming landless labourers for want of money. They do 
not get any money from the money-lenders now. The credit has 
entirely dried up and at the time of sowing they do not get any money. 
I know, Sir, particularly in my district possibly 20 to 25 per cent, of 
the agriculturists have been compelled to sell their entire land to the 
vmJuijans for immediate need of money. There is no arrangement by 
this Government to save the cultivators by advam'ing money to the agri- 
culturists. If this Government had any imagination they ought to have 
arranged for money to be advanced to the agriculturists either through 
Land Mortgage Banks or other systems of advancing money. The 
money that has been advanced through the co-operative so(‘ieties is 
totally inadequate and we know. Sir. the working of the Provincial 
Bank of the co-operative societies and I am afraid in no time it will 
go to liquidation. Therefore, we have every reason to believe that the 
agriculturists will not be profited by this measure; rather they will he 
very much affected by it. 


With these words, Sir, I support the circulation motion. 


Mr. SUItENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr S]>eaker, Sir, I whole- 
heartedly support the motion for circulation of this Bill. I would not 
have whole-heartedly supported it but I do so merely for the reason 
that the Hon'ble Minister who has moved this Bill has himself 
admitted that he had consulted the mills before he considered the pro- 
posal of bringing this Bill before the House. As he has consulted the 
mills, I think I shall he right and it will he a pertinent demand on 
my part to ask the Hon 'hie Minister to circulate the Bill to the jute 
growers who produce this crop and on whom the tax will, at least to 
some extent, he passed on by the jute mills, as has been admitted by 
the Hon 'hie Minister himself. 

Kow, Sir, the jute mills have agreed to this tax being imposed. I 
know why they have agreed. The reason is that this tax will not affect 
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tkem in the least. During the last year Government came to an agree- 
ment with the mills that the mills would purchase jute at a price not 
less than Rs. 6 per maund. This was in July. In December that 
agreement was changed and the mills agreed not to purchase jute at a 
price below Hs. 7 for bottom. But I may tell the House that at the 
time of purchase the mills refused to purchase bottoms at the agreed 
price. The mills said that the bottom avnilablu in the market was not 
the real bottom and so they reiu.'jed to j)urchiise the bottom at the price 
in accordance w’ith the agreement. The result was that the bottom was 
sold for a mere song. Now, Sir, 1 feel that the mills will again come 
to an agreement with the (fovernnient this year by tixing the minimum 
price at, say, Es. 5 or Hs. (>, so that more than It) times that annus 
tax will be passed on to the jute groNwo . The other side of the ])i('ture 
is that miljs agreed to purchase at a i>ri(‘e not below Ks. 0 or Us. 7 
during the last year, but the minimum price at wiii<li the jute grower 
could sell his jute was not tixed. The mills which generally purchase 
from the trader gave that iiiiiiimum price of Es. (J or Es. 7 to tlie 
trader, but (iovernment did n(>t consider what price the trader would 
offer to the jute grower 'Ilie traders might at their plcasnrt* offer Es. 2 
or Es. d or Es. 4 to the jute grower. The interests of tlie Jute growers 
did not attra(*t the attention of the Ilon’bb* Minister. The lion ’bio 
Minister was .satisfied by simpl\ roining to an agreement with the mills, 
hut the trader could offer any price to tlie jute grower, much less than 
Es. G or Es. 7. That was tlie reason why the ]>rice of the last year's 
crop fell down lo Es. 2 or Es. 2-4 per maund. If the mills can thus 
keep down the price, how are they going to be affected by tin* tax Y 

Sir, there is another thing t<» be considered along with the fact that 
the mills have agreed to this taxation. 1 may tell this House that for 
the last three years there were three grades of jute — top, middle and 
bottom, but this year the mills have introduced another grade which 
i.s called cross-bottom — that is a quality which is below bottom, so 
that when the mills will come to an agreement with the Government 
this year about the minimum price, they will say that they will pur- 
chase cross-bottom not below, say, Es. .‘f or Es. 4. So the members 
may imagine how many times this 2 annas tax will be pus.sed on to the 
jute grow'er unless Government come to the rescue of the jute grower. 


Now, Sir, when I first saw this Bill 1 thought of congratulating 
the Hon'ble Minister at least for the courage he was showing by going 
to tax the mills. I made repeated re<|uests in this House to make 
deficiency payments to the jute grower at the time when jute price fell 
down bj taxing the mills, but Government did not pay any attention 
to my* request. I [pointed out to the Hon'ble Minister as well as to the 
members of the House that similar defi<'i« ucy payments under similar 
circumstances were made to the agriculturists by the Government of^ the 
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United Kingdom and the Government of America by taxing the mille. 
The wheat milk of the United Kingdom and the cotton processors of 
America were taxed and deficiency payments were made to the wheat 
growers and cotton growers respectively out of the money derived from 
that taxation. But the Government of Bengal did not listen to me. 
However, I am very glad that the Hon’ble Minister has come with a 
proposal to tax the twills, although I know that for some years this 
tax will be passed on to the jute grower. But I am sure that the 
Mii.istry will have to change their attitude towards the jute grower 
and will have to devise measures by whicdi this tax will be utilised to 
give the jute grower a better price. The present Ministry have so long 
overlooked the interests of the jute grower and looked more to the 
interests of the jute mills than to those of tlie jute grower. That is 
why the present Government have not yet initiated ip*o])er measures for 
increasing the ))rices of jute. But the time is fa.st coming when they 
will have to change their attitude. 

Sir, I may tell the Hon ’Me Minister and the members of the House 
one fact, namely, that while we members of the Jute Committee were 
making tours all over the province, we advocated the policy of com- 
pulsory regulation of production and the jute growers agreed thereto 
only on one condition that along with the regulation of production the 
price of jute must be increased. 

The Hon’lile Minister sliould take note ol the fact that last year the 
price fell down to an abnormal depth and 1 um afraid prhtes will fall 
down to an abnormal depth this year also. The ])ri<‘e can be increased 
only by a legal measure; otherwise, I am atraid, the price will not rise. 
For the present the price is high no doubt. Why? Because the jute 
mills want a little (|uantity of new cto]> to be mixed uj) with old crop 
for manufacturing their hessians and other jute j)rodiicts, but the pro- 
duction of the new crop as available in the market is very small and 
that is why the price has g(»ne high. IMt within one month the new 
crop will come in abundance in the market and the price is sure to fall 
down. I warn the Hon’ble Minister hefortdiand that he must take 
adequate steps to see that the price does not fall down. If the price 
falls down, the jute growers will not alide by the law for regulating 
the production of jute and there will he a revolution. 

Now, Sir, the Hon ’Me Minister has said in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons that this tax will be earmarked for three objects, 
firstly for the stabilization of jute ])rice, secondly for the improvement 
of marketing jute, and thirdly to further the interests of the jute growers 
of the province and of the industry as a whole. Now, tlv? words 
“stabilization of the jute prices” are very vague and indefinite. Does 
he mean fixation of the price of jute? I think he does not mean that, 
^^d he meant that he should have simultaneously brought up all the 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


149 


mi.] 

fonr measures that were recommended by the Bengal Jute Enquiry 
Committee? Governiiieut cannot fix the minimum price unless and 
until the holding power of the jute grower is sufficiently increased. 
That can be done only by making arrangement for financing the jute 
grower. Sir, the Finlow Committee, of which you were a member, 
recommended that some financing arrangement nought to be made, so 
that the jute growers might be able to stock their jute in bonded ware- 
houses and to get advances against stocked jute and thus their holding 
power might be increased. Our Committee also recommended the set- 
ting up of some organisation to finame the stocking of jute in bonded 
warehouses or to sell the entire output of jute on behalf of the jute 
growers. Where is the measure for that ]>urpose? The Hon’ble 
Minister has saicUthat he has got no distinct measure in view for that 
purpo.se. Then again be says that he is going to improve the marketing 
of jute with the help ot this tax. May I ask, how? Sir, for the pur- 
pose of marketing, a Hill is (Miming before the House, namely, Bengal 
Markets Regulation Bill- In that Bill I am sorry 1 do not find any 
provision for having a regulated market with warehouses, nor do I 
find any provision so that the jute grower could stock his jute therein 
to get advances. The price ot jute might be controlled in that way. 
But there is no such jirovision in that Bill. No other measure to 
achieve that object has been brought by the Government and the 
Hon'ble Minister him.self has admitted that there is no sm'h measure 
in his view. He is simply out to make the experiments — exjieriments 
with what? He is merely leaving the jute growers to the mercy of the 
law ot supply and demand. He seems to be content with the regulation 
of production only and after doing tbat he will leave the jute growers 
to the mercy of tlie law’ of supply and demand. 1 have pointed out 
many a time in thi«> House that mere regulation of production wdll not 
ensure better price to the jute growers. In the year when the 

crop was reduced to To jier cent, of its normal jirodiiction, in that year 
also tly; jute price fell down. Why? Because the price ptdicy has 
been and is being manijiulated by the jute mills. It is they who 
dictate the price, the jute growers cannot. They are forced to sell their 
jute as soon ^.s it is fit lor the market and that is the reason why they 
cannot dictate the price. It is the mills who purchase jute and dictate 
the price. So long as the price policy will be controlled by the mills, 
no power on earth can increase the price of jute. 1 have repeatedly 
requested Government to take away the price policy from the handa of 
the purchasers to the hands of Government and exercise their jxdicy 
through a statutorj’ body. That was demanded in my Jute Bill in 
1937/ Snd that was again demanded in the Jute Enquiry Committee 
Report which has been submitted to Government in 1939 under tbe 
signature of 19 non-official members of whom 15 belong to tbe Coaittion 
Party. All of them joined us in that demand. But tbe Government 
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haft taken no notice thereof. Sir, I want to impress upon the minds 
of the Hon’ble Minister and the members opposite that you cannot con- 
tinue the regulation of production unless you can make the jute growers 
feel that by such regulation the price has been increased. You cannot 
increase the jirice of jute until the price policy is controlled by Govern- 
ment on behalf of the jule growers. Government in controlling that 
policy must have regulated markets all over the province with bonded 
warehouses and the jute growers shall be enabled to stock their jute in 
warehouses and to get advances against their stocked jute. Govern- 
ment shall also arrange for an organisation which will sell that jute on 
behalf of the jute growers and will thus dictate the price. I have 
already submitted a scheme for that ])urpose. Finance is • certainly 
necessary to work out that st heme. I suggested in my scheme that 
four annas per maund as cost might be realised froni the jute growers 
wlio w(Hil(| deposit their jute in the bonded warehouse. Instead of 
giving effect to that scheme tlie Iloiride Minister is going to tax the 
raw jute, when it will be purchased and exported. However, I wel- 
come the ta-vation, but 1 warn the Hon’ble Minister, that if this money 
is spent for any purpose otiiei than financing the aforesaid scheme and 
thus (‘iisuring better and liigher price of jute to its growers, his adminis- 
tration of tlu* policy ot n‘gulation of ))roduction will fail and he will be 
faced with u revolution next year. 

Another point is — the Hon ’ole Minister has said that he lequires 
about Its. 40 lakhs for nu'eting the costs of regulation ot ]>roduction, 
which, he suggests, is a step towards the stabilization of tlie price of 
jute. Mh> 1 ask liim—wliat has he done with Its. 8^ crores which the 
present Government dining tlie last tour years liave got as contribu- 
tion from tlie ('entral Government out of customs duty What has he 
done witli tliaty Has he spent a single rvu'n out of that money for 
stabilising the price of jute!" If any money is reiiuired for continuing 
the regulation of prodiution, the exiienses for that purpose should be 
incurred out of the sum of Rs. crores and several lakhs wdijch the 
Government get us contribution aiuiually from the Centnrl Govern- 
ment. No money out of this tux siiould be spent for regulation of 
production. My friend the Hon’ble Mr, Tamizuddin Khun is not here 
to-day. He could bear me out that we wanted regulation to be done 
through the union boards with the help of inspecting organisations 
whicli would cost Government only a few thousand rupees, not even 
one lakh; but instead of that, the Hon'ble Finance Minister in collusion 
with the then Director of liand Records adumbrated the present 
scheme of regulution of production and hUvS involved the Bengal 
Excheiiuer with a cost to the tune of Rs. 60 lakhs. (Mr. ^asakka 
Skkiiak Saxy.\l: Scandalous.) In any case, whatever amount is 
required for the regulation of production of jute and for any other 
purpose excepting financing an organisation for selling jute on behalf 
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-of the jute growers, should be met out of the provincial revenue to 
'which the Central Government contribute about Rs. 2 crores 62 lakhs 
every year. If the Hon’ble Minister holds a different view, he should 
circulate this Bill amongst the jute growers who will be admittedly 
affected by the tax proposed therein. 

Mr. I. C. KENNEDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the European 
Party I support the motion for reference of the Bengal Raw Jute Taxa* 
lion Bill to a Select Committee. 

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons — and in the Preamble — we 
are informed that the intention of this Bill is to raise and earmark 
funds for “carrying out measures for the stabilisation of jute prices, 
the improvement of marketing, and generally' to further the interests 
of the jute growers of the province and of the industry as a whole'’. 
These are admirable aims and nobody who has any knowledge of the 
economic structure of Bent»al will deny their urgemy and importance. 

We agree witii the llon'ble Minister that predominant among the 
measures whi<‘h niU't be a<b»pted in order to stabilise the price of an 
agiieultural commodity sueli as jute is the effective regulation of its 
sup]dy to demand, and my Party support in principle Government’s 
jute legulation pidiey, and have no objection to taxation levied to 
finance this ])olicy. 

The Hon’bh* Minister has just stated that the measures contemplated 
in addition to jnte regulation are improvement of conditions of market- 
ing, itnproveinent of the economic <*onditiouM of the jute grower, 
improvement ot the indu^t^v from the grower to the manufacturer. We 
w’ould like to see the nionev specifically earmarked in the Bill for these 
objects. 

My party, Sir, wtmld in particular welcome an assurance from 
Government that it is not their intention to devote funds realised from 
this tax for the purciiase oi jute, except after careful consideration of 
the c(pise(iueuces iiividved, and after full coiiHultation with the industry. 

It i.s the considered opinion of my Party that stable jute prices are 
impo.s.sihle so long as fatka continues to function in its present form 
for this m^ket, through its gambling operations, encourages and pro- 
motes unnecessary and uneconomic price fiuctuations. Strangely 
enough, such operations are apparently to W permitted to continue 
untaxed, alh<»ugh genuine trading interests, such as mills and shippers 
of jute, are called on to j)ay a tax. This in our view is definite 
discrimination in favour of fntko operators for which we can see no 
poasilde justification, and we should like to know if Government pro- 
pose either to tax such operations or, alternatively, to close down the 
fatka market which has l>een severely condemned many times ojj 
floor of this House by all parties. 
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Turning to ttoe provisiong of the Bill, my Party take strong excep- 
tion to clause 4 whereby jute mills in Bengal — all of which come 
under the provisions of the Factories Act — are required to register on 
payment of a fee. We w’ould ask Government to state what necessity 
there is for requiring all jute mills to register since particulars of all 
jute mills are made available annually under the Factories Act. 

Moreover, Sir, I think the House will agree that it is somewhat 
anomalous for tax collectors to be asked to pay for the privilege of 
acting as such. Under this clause also Government proi>o8e to give 
themselves the power to withhold or cancel the registration of jute 
mills. Such power in our opinion, might well operate in restraint of 
trade and, in any case, is outside the scope of a taxation measure and 
we oppose it. 

I would draw particular attention to sub-clause {:^) of clause 4 which 
provides that no new jute mill shall he e.stal)li>hed without the previous 
sanction of Government. It would he interesting to know the reasons 
for this ustoiiishiug provision which is surely (luite outside the scoi)e 
of a taxation measure. 

There are other points in the Bill which, we ciuisider, need modifica- 
tion, and these we shall raise in Select Committee. 

Sir, 1 support the lion’hle Minister’s motion. 

Th0 Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 urn grateful to all 
sections of the House for the support that they have given to this taxa- 
tion measure because in the apparent objections that have been raised 
1 find a substratum of support which jirobably every one in the House 
has aj)preciated. 1 know that Mr. Shahedali and his party cannot let 
this splendid opportunity to pass without putting themselves forward 
as the guardians of jute growers and agriculturi-sts and misrepresenting 
this measure before them. Actually Mr. Shahedali does agree that this 
taxation measure, if the proceeds are properly spent, that is tp say, 
spent for the benefit of the jute growers, is ii measure that should be 
supported by all j>ersons who have the interests of the people at heart. 

I think that Mr. Shahedali also raised the question o:^ fixation of 
minimum price for jute as lieing an adjunct of this tax,^ Bir, although 
it w'ould he somewhat irrelevant, so far as the taxation proposals 
are concerned, I would like to say a few words 
regarding my personal views on this question. Fixation of 
minimum price for jute was absolutely impossible as long as the sowings 
of jute were unregulated. But it is now within the province of pi^ictical 
politics after we have gone in for regulation, but before we take up the 
^i|Q0stion of fixation of minimum price there are various other matters 
Hrhich we shall have to consider, which will have to be straightened out. 
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Fw „x,**.v* members parrot-like always repeat^in seasoa aad 

oat of season “let a minimum price of jute be fixed”. Minimum price 
of what — of what grade of jute? As soon as you fix the minimum price 
of a grade, you can be certain that the Wst quality or good quality jute 
will be sold for this minimum price and there will he no incentive on 
the part of the jute growers to grow better quality jute. I may give 
you an example which was pointed out to me by a gentleman associated 
with the ganja cultivation. Honourably members who are probably 
aware or who have some personal knowledge regarding ganja matters 
may support the statement made by the gentleman. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: We are not aware of 

anything about gtmja. 


Tha Hon’bla Mft H. $• SUHRAWARDYs What he stated was that 
formerly tlie market was a tree market. Ganja was sold in the free 
market and the cultivatoi^ took adetjuate steps to cultivate good (piality 
ganja, because they ^ot a better piiee. After the Society was formed 
and they fixed a minimum prii e wbieb paid the ganfa e\iltivator for all 
his efforts and biouglp in money even when he j»rodu(‘ed bad (piality 
ganja, they i^ave uj) the produeticm of goinl (piality ganjw altogether. 
That is a point wbi(>h may well aii.M- in respect of jute. There is this 
danger that if you fix a minimum price for low (piality jute only, and 
it will pay the cultivator to grow low (juality jute, he will give uji ail 
efforts to produce good (piality jute. 1 do not say that a minimum 
lU’ice cannot be fixed, but it will have to be fixed for several grades. 
For this jute will first have be standardised . It will have to be 
graded. We ‘'hall have to ha^e experts to deteimine the grade in 
which a particular (piality falls, and on tliat basis a minimum price may 
lie fixed, demanded and j)aid. In order to do that there are many stepji 
nece.ssary and we propo.se taking those steps which may either ultimately 
enable fis to fix minimum prices, or may so ((r^anise the growers and 
the industry generally as to do awu> with the m^'essity for the fixation 
of minimum prices. For in.'^taiice. if we educate the growers, if we 
induce thep^ combine and p(Md their resfuirce.s t(»getlier, it we put 
up w'arehouses/ i# w’e give them advanc(‘s and if we can hav'e their jute 
graded and sold at best markets, then these jute grow’ers will get an 
adequate price for their jute without having to resort to such extreme 
measures as the fixation of minimum price or the purchase of jute by 
Government, whiej^ is certainly an extreme measure which no Govern- 
ment oatt take up lightly. There was a time when, if the jute mills had 
not come to an agreement with us in Delhi, I would have gone in for 
purchase of jute on behalf of Government regardless of risks. That 
would have been an extreme measure which those extreme (onditions 
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would have necessitated. But I may say that it is a step which the 
Oovemment will be most reluctant to take and Government will explore 
ell avenues before it embarks on such a step. 

Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy has cited a very unfortunate illustra- 
tion, viz., that the cinema-goer has had to pay the amusement tax. 
The cinema-owner has passed on the tax to the cinema-goer and the 
parallel is exactly the same^thing here. The cinema-goer is in the 
position of a consumer while the cinema-owner is in the position of a 
producer and if the cinema-goer has had to bear the tax and the parallel 
stands, then it is equivalent to this that my friend supports me in my 
contention that generally speaking it will be the consumer that will bear 
the tax. 

I ask the honourable meml>ers to realise that there is a considerable 
gap between the prices of the producer and the ultimate consumer. 
There are so many persons engaged in this industry and there is such a 
wide gap between the prices and at the same time each one is so com- 
peting in his own grade that they must share the tax among themselves, 
and it will be well nigh impossible to pass on the tax to the producer. 
Mr. Rurendra Nath Biswas said that be would not have supported the 
motion for circulation whole-heartedly if we had not consulted the 
mills; T can assure my honourable friend that I did not consult the 
mills as to whether T would impose or not impose the tax. I merely 
consulted the mills on the technique of the taxation and how best it can 
be colIecte<l without any expenditure to Government and how we can 
easily get the money. And there not only have I consulted the mills 
but I have consulted jute balers as well, and the result of it is that 
initially they will have to pay the tax. 

Sir, I do not think it is necessary for me to meet the other points 
that have been raised which are really outside the purview' of this Bill. 
They deal with the grades for this year, jute prices and so on. I hope 
the European Group are satisfied wdth what I have said regarding the 
purchase of jute. I do not say the time may not arrive — I do not want 
to threaten my honourable friends, but if they are wdse they will under- 
stand that occasions may arise when Government may be compelled to 
purchase jute. But to say that this measly tax which is going to bring 
in only 50 lakhs of rupees can be utilised for the purchase of jute 
shows a complete lack of compreheovsion of the problem of jute purchase. 
We would need crores and crores of ru})ee8 for that purpose, and I can 
give this assurance not only to my honourable friends over there but 
to all the members of this House that I consider the purchas#of jute 
on behalf of this Government to be a very risky measure and I am 
^not prepared to embark upon it except after the fullest consideration 
and after creating a satisfactory organisation for the purpose. 
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Now, Sir, Mr. Kennedy has also raised the question regarding the 
fatka operators. I believe he knows that there are two views on the 
subject, and it has been asserted on the floor of this House that if there 
was no futures market it would give such a free rope to the jute mflls 
to purchase jute at their own price that a market of this type is neces- 
sary to stabilise prices over a period. I agree that the fatha market, 
as it is constituted at the present moment, needs drastic changes and 
for that purpose we have had the benefit^f the advice of Professor Todd 
who has certainly placed before us proposals which are of the utmost 
value to the trade. I hope that we shall have the benefit of bis services 
once more. He has had to go back to England and he has been earnestly 
requested by us to return and take up the work at the point at wdiieh 
he left it. , 

As regards the tax on faiha operations. I ask Mr. Kennedy to 
consider this matter a little hit more carefully. I think if a tax is 
levied on fotha operations there is every danger that the operation will 
continue but will he driven underground and the evils will he accentu- 
ated. This is a matter which needs consideration. T am not prei»ared 
to say one way or the other whether it can or eannot he im]»osed. This 
I can only assure my honourable friend that T am so keen on taxation 
and on raising money for nation-building dejiartments and »‘nl>aneing. 
the credit of this province that if fntha oj)erationH can he satisfactorily 
taxed without any danger to jute growers or to the industry, T shall 
tax them. 

There are other minor point.s raised by Mr. Kennedy wliich can he 
considered during the Select f’ornmittee m(‘etings. 1 need not deal 
w’ith them here. Some points which he has raised are worthy of si^rious 
consideration, and I hope there will be no difficulty in adjusting them 
in the Select Committee. I ho{)e T will linve the concunence of the 
House externally as I have had it internally. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali by way of amendment that the Bengal 
Raw Jdte Taxation Bill, 1941, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon, was then put and a division called. 

(As usual the division bell rang for about five minutes after which 
the motion was again put by Mr. Speaker in the following words;.* 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon. 

As, many as are in favour of the motion will say **Aye”. 

(There was a cry of **Aje** from the Opposition Benches.) 

And as many as are against it will say ‘"No''. 

(There was a cry of “No’' from the Coalition Benches.) 
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I take it that the “Noes**^ haTe it. 

(Pause.) 

The “Noes*^ have it. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali was declared lost. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED: Division, Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKER* You ought to have called for a division after I 
declared, “I take it that the ‘Noes’ have it” and when I paused before 
declaring the final result. ♦ 


Mr, SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In that case there are other 
motions, Sir, which I hope you will now put. ^ 

Mr, SPEAKER. No. They are all included in the general motion 
that I had just put before you. 

The motion ot the lion ’hie Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that the Bengal 
Raw Jute luxation Bill, 1941, he referred to a Select Committee con- 
sisting of — 


(1) Mauivi Muhammad Israil, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ilushem Ali Khan, 
(1) Yusuf Mirza, 

(4) Mr. M. A. H. Ispahani, 

(a)) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman, 

(0) Mr. Ahul Hosain Ahmed, 

(7) Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

(8) Mr. I. G. Kennedy, 

(9) Mr. J. R. Walker, 

(10) Mauivi Mafizuddin Ahmed, 

(11) Mr. Dehi Prosad Khaitan, 

(12) Mr. Shahedali, 

(13) Mr. Abdul Karim, and 

(14) the mover, 


with instructions to submit their report by August 8, 1941, the number 
of members forming the quorum Wing five, was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 



AM# NiUM, MmM 
AM# MmM. Mr. a. M. 


AM# KwIm, Hr. 

AM# MatM. MmM (HTMWMiftg#. 
AM# H#ll, Hr. tfM |NMl*#0. 




AM# W#MA KIM, Hr. 



^l.J 




1«7 


M mmrnm, Mr. 

MNar takaam Khaa Bahaiar A. f. M. 

JMar taalili Ma a a aai, Hr. 

AMar RaOwK. Haaivi Mtf. 

AMar Raal. xaaa Baaatfar Maaivi I. (Nairrafc). 
ANar Raat. Rliaa tabaiar thab (Raaipar). 
Abiar Rawab. Haahri. 

Abtfai tbabaai, Maaivi Mi. 

AbMar R«a Obtwabary. Kbta BabaiMr MmIvL 
Abal Hatbia, Maaivi. 

Abal NaMta Abaab. Mr. 

Altai All. Mr. 

Abaab AH taafalpari, Kbaa Bababar Maaiana. 
Abaab Naala, Mr. 

AlfasaiMia Abaab, Kbaa Bababar Maaivi. 
A a kiM la b. Kbaa baMb Maaivi. 

Aabralall. Mr. M. 

Aalab Naaaala Kbaa, Kbaa Bababar Maaivi. 
Alba All. Maaivi. 

Sabrabbeja, Mr. tyab. 

Birbaiyra. Sir Maary, Bar|f 
Bitwai, Mr. RaKk Lai. 

Blark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Rai labib KIrN BbaMa. 

Cbbar, Mr. Upaabraaatb. 

Farhab Raia Obawbbary, Mr. M. 

Fallal Naa. tba Hta'Ma Mr. A. K. 

Fallal Qaabir, Kbaa Bababar Maaivi. 

Fatlar Rabaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaaiingh). 

Blabbfai, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Balaai Rabbaai Abaaiaiab, Maaivi. 

BrMItbt. Mr. 0. 

Byaaabbia Abaiab Obaabbary, AlhabJ. 
NaBvabbia Cbtabbari, Maaivi. 

Naaiibabbia Abaiab, Kbaa labib. 
Hataaamaiaa, Maaivi Mb. 

Naibtai Ali Khaa, Khaa Bababar Maaivi. 
Mailaa Martbab, Mri., M.B.E. 

Nataaiaily baaiabar, Khaa labib Maaivi. 
Nawkiaii, Mr. R. b. 

Nayaraab, Mr. Ragari. 

Jaialabbia Abaiab. Kbaa Bababar Maaivi. 
Kabirabbia Kbaa. Kbaa Bababar Maaivi. 

Kaiaai Ali Mina, labibiaba Kawaa bab lyab. 
Kaaaaby. Mr. I. B. 

Khattaa. Mr. Otbi Praaab. 

Maflaabla Abaiab, Dr. (Basra). 


HiiiHila AbMab, Maaivi (TlfDara). 

MablaB, MabarbHiaaiar tfbay BBaab. 

Maabal Mr. Baaka BabarL 
MaabaL Mr. BIrat Bbaabra. 

HaabaL Mr. batat Bbaabra. 

Haaab All Kbaa Faam, A)*NabJ MaalvL 
Margaa, Mr. B., O.I.B. 

Mailaai Ali Mallab. MaaM M. 

Mabaaiiaab Altai. Kbaa Bababar MaaNI lyab. 
Mabaaiaiab Ibrabiai, Maaivi. 

Mabaiaaiab laraH, MaalvL 
MabaaMab libbisaa. Kbaa Bababar Or. lyab. 
MabaMaab lalaiaaa, Kbaa Bababar Maaivi. 
Makarjaa, Mr. Tarakaalb, M.B.K. 

Mvliick, tba Naa'bla Mr. Makaaba Babary. 
Maabarrat Naaala, tba Haa’Ma Nawak, Kbaa Baba* 
bar. 

Maataiawiai Nnaa. Mr. lyab. 

Naiarailah. Nawabiaba K. 

Nartaa, Mr. H. R. 

Fattiagar, Mr fi. U. 

Rabaiaa, Kbaa Bababar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tba Haa'bla Mr. Fraaaaaa Oak. 

Rataar Rabaiaa Kbaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dbaaaajay. 

Ray. Mr. Fatiraai. 
labarabbia Abaiab, Mr. 
lalrabbia Abaiab. Haji. 
labaka-Aiam, Mr. lyab. 
laaaallah, Dr. 
larfcar, Baka Mbbbaaabaa. 
larkar, Mr. Naiiai Raajaa. 
larajai lilaai. Mr. 

Ibaaiaabbla Abaiab Kbaabkar, Mr 
lirbar, Baba Litta Maaba. 
lyallar, Mr. 4. N. 

Imitb, Mr. N. Brakant 
Itark, Mr. A. F. 

Itwaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 

•abraararby, tba Haa’bla Mr. M. I. 

Tayariah, Maaagta Lali, Rai Bababar. 

Talal Abaiab Obavbbary, Maaivi NaH. 

Walbar, Mr. 4, R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wkitabaab. Mr. R. B. 

Vaaaaf Mina, Mr. 

Zabar AbaHb Obaablwry, Maaivi. 


NOEt-27. 


Akbvl Wabab, Maaivi. 

Aba Naaaala larkar, Maaivi. 

Abal FaiL Mr. Mb,, 

Abaiab Kbaa, Mr. lyab. 
AaiaMbbla Abiaab, Mr. 

BaraM, Babf»FiaaibarL 
BaraMa, Baba (byaaui Fraaab. 
Oaa, Mr. MaaaMbaa. 

Baa Bapla, frUat Haraabra Nath. 
Batta MtiaaMar, Mr. NIbartabv. 
EMbabal Nafva, Kail. 

Maaaa AB Bbaabbary, Mr. lyab. 
A a l al ab b it Haabaaqr, Mr. lyab. 
Aaaab AN Ma|«Mbir. MaalvL 


Labirt, Baba Atbalaab. 

MaabaL Mr. AairtU Lai. 

HaabaL Hr. bbaabra Nath. 
Maalrauaaiaa lalaaiakabL Mavlaaa Ma 
Maabal Naaala, Mr. 

Naaabar AN, Mr. Syab. 

Fraamaik, Mr. Tarialabaraa, 
Raailtabbla Abanb, Mr. 
t babibali, Mr. 
ibaaMabbia AbaMb, Mr. M. 
tlagba, Baba Kabatra Ratb. 

WaNar RabaMa, MaalvL 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 103, and the Noes 27, the motion was carrieiL^ 
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Tht iMgal Court of Wards (Amondmaiit) Bilif 1M1. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY BBASAD SINCH ROYs Sir, I beg to 
introfhice.the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Tlie Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I beg to move 
that the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken 
into {'oiisideration. 

Sir, this is a very simple and, I should assume, a non-controversial 
measure. The whole (ibject of this Bill is to make the provision of 
8eeti(ni 1(K' applicable to the decrees of the High Court so as to 
include llie High (’ourt in all its jurisdiction within the category of 
civil courts as contemplated by the Court of Wards 'Act. 

Sir, till tlie judgment of the Special Bench of the High Court was 
delivereil Monetime in the beginning of March this year, it was not 
known eitIuM' to (iovernineut or to the creditors that section IOC of 
the (’ourl of Wards Act did not apply to the decrees of the High 
(^)urt. In view of tlm decision of the High Court, it was necessary 
to promulgate an ordinjance shortly after the prorogation of the Legis- 
lature, and now it is my ])rivilege to introduce this Bill for placing 
the ordinance on the statute book as is necessary under the Govern- 
ment of India Act, This is the object of this Bill. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal will «peak on our behalf. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Sir, shall I speak now or 
after the recess I' There is also a point of order. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You move your motion now and you will speak 
after the recess. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL. Sir, before I propeed to 

deal with the specific motion that stands in my name, I would very 
humbly make a few submissions on the question of order. Sir, the 
prot>osed amendment by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister does not meiely 
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Attempt at an extension of the definition of civil courts including’ 
i}ie High Court within the operations of the main Act, namely, the 
Court of Wards Act. It also specifically curtails the power of the 
High Court and I submit that to that extent it is ultra vires of this 
Legislature. 

Sir, in this connection instead of using my own phrases, I would 
invite your attention to the reported case of Narsliinghdas Tnnsukdaa 
versus Chogemull reported in 43 Calcutta Weekly Notes. There a 
similar, I should rather say, the same question came up for ilecision 
before their Lordships in connection with the definition of civil courts, 
w'ithin the meaning of the Agricultural Debtors Act. Two questions 
arose there. One was wliether the expression “civil courts” includes 
the High Court and the second question which also was raised and 
decided specifiiallv* was, even if the expression “civil rourt.s” is 
extended to the High Court, whether the Provincial or even the Central 
Legislature had any jurisdiction or authority to affect the composition 
and the jurisdiction of the High Court. Now, Sir, 1 would just refer 
to a few passages in the observations of the different Judges. Originally 
it was a 8i)ecial Pencil composed of three Judges but as the matter 
was very knotty, it was extended to a larger Pencil of five Judges. 
The present Chief Justice w'hs also one of the Judges there. The first 
observation of the Chief Justice Sir Harold Derbyshire is after quoting 
Lord Campbell in the case of Palfour versus Malcolm, “there can be 
no doubt that the principle is that the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Courts can only be taken away by positive and clear enactments in an 
Act of Parliament”, for the Act of Parliament, the proper authority 
should be substituted so far as Indian conditions are concerned. Then 
the matter was further discussed in ea-tenso and the cutting expression 
comes from Justice Hartley which you will find at the bottom of the 
first column of page (125 — “It would follow then that any provision in 
a local Act which purported to affect the jurisdiction of the High 
Court would be ultra vires of the powers of the Legislature” — and if 
you would be good enough to go further ahead at pages 62() and 627, 
you will* see that the observations of Justice Nasim Ali are also to the 
same effect. There it is said — I don’t propcme to read out all the 
portions but only the last portion — “In my opinion the local l^egisla- 
ture can make laws regarding the High Court provided such laws do 
not affect the jurisdiction, powers and authority of the High Court 
vested in it by the previous Acts of Parliament whic)i were confirmed 
by section 166 of the Government of India Act, 1935”. 

My position in a nut-shell is this that the High Court derives iU 
author\t3^ from the Letters Patent and the Royal (ITharter and unless 
specific powers are given to the local Legislature enabling the latter 
to control or modify the powers vested in the High Court by provisi^s 
of the Royal Charter and the Letters Patent, I submit those powers. 
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cannot be grabbed. That is my point of view and I hope the Hon’ble 
Hevenue Minister will give proper attention to this question so that 
ultimately this Legislature i§ not faced with a scandalous position that 
the High Court or the Federal Court will say that this amendment is 
vltra vires. Here on the floor of the House as good sportsmen, we 
are certainly willing to differ from one another, but in one matter we 
must certainly be unanimous, namely, that we must not pass hastily 
any legislation which in the wisdom of other forensic functionaries 
may be held to W ultra vires and silly and so I would appeal to the 
Hon’ble Hevenue Minister through you, Sir, to consider the question 
from that point of view. 

Coming to the merits of the whole matter, the Hon’hle Revenue 
Minister in reply to a question ])iit by Mr. Siirendra Nath Biswas 
to-day regarding -the j^recedent of a previous (i^overiiment in the matter 
of extending relief to the suffering people, retorted in a cavalier way 
by saying that this Govern men t has got its own precedent. I fully 
agree, and very cordially too, this Cabinet has got precedents unto 
itself which are unrivalled in the history of legislation of this poor 
India having a variegated history. For exami)le, thi.s Cabinet has 
introduced the motto that relief like charit> must begin at home and 
htgislative measures, before they are helpful to the masses, must be 
helpful to the people who constitute the worthy Cabinet who are decid- 
ing the fa'tes of the teeming millii)ns of this unfortunate province. 
For exami)le, we have got the instance of one Minister who had some 
interest at stake somewhere. Therefore the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors Rules had to 1 e kept in abeyance regarding the maximum that 
could 1 m‘ determined by Debt Conciliation Boards. When that crisis 
was over, the Cabinet framed the rules in a merry fashion with full 
wisdom and solemnity, so that they may apply to people outside. 
To-day, also Sir, the Cabinet has just begun at the top. You know the 
vaat majority of people are tenants. The tenants are represented by 
landlords. The landlords are represented by favourite ones who can 
get into the favour of the Courts of Wards. The Court qf Wards 
landlords are also worthily represented in the Cabinet. Therefore 
instead of going to the bottom of the needs of the })eople it is better 
to begin at the top and therefore, Sir, this legislation has been 
attempted, so that the relief given to the Minister concerned will also 
be relief to the landlords and also incidentally be relief to the tenants 
at large whom they represent. This is a precedent which is a precedent 
unto this Cabinet itself and there is no parallel in this country and I 
<lo not know whether there is any parallel elsewhere. We on this 
side of the House strongly oppose the passage of this amendment. The 
reason is not far to seek. You know, Sir, that a sitting of t^e Legis- 
lature requires some money from the public exchequer and we are not 
gejng to be a party to the adoption of a legislative measure at the cost 
of the public exchequer which benefits only one man, however high 



^UXmmENT BILLS. 


m 


imi*] 

ll» may be, even if he be a limb of the Cabinet. It does not matter 
whether Maharaja Sriachandra Nandy has got to part with Rs. 6,000 
or Rs. 7,000. It may be a hardship to him. But there are other 
hardships in plenty all around us. There are more real hardships 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Before my 
friend continues on that point, may I just interrupt and tell him that 
Maharaja Srischandra Nandy is not at all interested in this question.^ 

Mfi SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: It is said in the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons “The High Court of Calcutta at the hearing 
by a Special Bench of the case of Anaiith Nath Bose rer.xt/s Maharaja 
Srischandra Nandy decided on tlie 4th of March, 1941, that section 
IOC of the Court of Wards Act. 1879, had no application to the High 

Court The effect of this dec'ision has been to take away all 

protection from the ards Estate .. I am glad to hear that this 
legislation is not in the interest of Maharaja Srischandra Nandy. 

The Hon'ble Sir BJJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Not in the 

interest of Maharaja Srischandra Nandy. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL : Even the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister is not able to reply to the charge of indecem'y of this legis- 
lative ])ropo.>a]. Therefore he stamU uj) when I mentioned th(‘ name 
of Maharaja Srischandra Nandy. Sir, it is no jdeasure to iim' to make 
any sarcastic criticism upon Mahaiaja Sri^cliandra Nandy who, in his 
private capacity, i.> certainly much dean*r to me than he is to my 
friend Sir Bijoy I^ra^ad Singh Roy. But then facts have got to be 
faced .s(|uarely and fairly and ojienly . It is no use mincing matters. 
This question of inierj)retation of ci\il courts came up before their 
Lord.ships’ time.s without number, but Bengal (iovernment di<l not 
come in a hurry either to gel an Ordinance (»r to have a legislative 
measures Even if you are indecent, be frank in your indecency. It 
is no use playing bide and seek .simply because you want to protect 
the interests of a Minister. It had been adversely commended upon 
by their Lord.4iips and therefore you are coming here in order to undo 
the effect of fhe deci.sion hecuu.se according to the Revenue Minister 
as disclosed in the Statement of Ohject.s and Reasons this decision of 
the High Court frustrates the object for w'hich the Legislature enacted 
section IOC of the Court of Wards Act, 1879, in 1936. 

Well, Sir, if the party were any landlord under the Court of Wards 
other thttn a Minister of the Cabinet, there would not have been this 
indecent hurry for a legislation * of this nature. Sir, I submit there 
are plenty of other things to be looked into ; for example, if an amegd* 
ment is really necessary in order to get the advantage of the decisiona 
12 
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of the High Court, the Money-lenders Act is a more genuine case in 
point. We know to our great dismay that in the High Court and in 
the lower courts interpretation of the Money-lenders Act is made in 
such a way that in many cases it frustrates the objects for which we 
adopted that legislation. There are plenty of such instances of which 
the Judicial Department is fully aware. Why then, I ask, does the 
GoTernment come here in a hurry to get this legislative measure 
passed H Is it because Government wants to amend certain sections 
upon which the High Court has made very critical and adverse com- 
ments? I doubt whether that was the spirit which actuated Govern- 
ment to bring forward this Bill. This Bill has been brought forw^ard 
in the interest of a particular Minister of the Bengal Cabinet. After 
all, millions may suffer but a Minister cannot. To say the least of it, 
the way in which this legislative measure ha« been brought in is 
indecent, shady and unseemly. After all, we have no objection to 
helping a Mini.ster, even a Minister of the Bengal Cabinet, but then 
let him take all advantage by virtue of the adoption of general 
legislative measures. It Js well known that many of the Ministers 
have been saved by the passing of the Money-lenders Act. We do 
not grudge them that benefit because while they have l>een saved, 
many other millions of men have also been saved. But this Bill ia 
intended merely for the protection of one particular Minister of the 
Cabinet from a particular decision of the Hon’ble the High Court, and 
I submit that the spending of money from the public exchequer in this 
wa;\ cannot l)e at all supported. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I know that we will not get any support from 
the other side of the House to our motion. They know that they have 
been misled in giving their .support to legislative measures which do 
not serve the cause of their constituents: they have been led by the 
Cabinet blindfoldedly. Sir, my friends of the Coalition Party may 
agree to be driven blindfoldedly, but we must continue to represent the 
cause of the people, voice their protests here and oppose the passage 
of this Bill by all means. *' 

Mr. H. R. NORTON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have a few words to say 
on this particular Bill, but my party do not propose to oppose the Bill 
but would ask the Government to again consider the arguments we 
put forward in 1936 when the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) 
Act was passed. 

We tbeB and we do again reiterate the hardships that section lOO 
causes to the creditors and we consider that as Goverzuoant wcw taking 
powers on behalf of the Court of Wards to the disadvantage of creditors, 
itcehonld accept reeponaihility for safeguarding the creditors’ interests 
when such powers fail to attain their objective, for I should think that 
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the creditors* claims would be barred in courts after the four-year 
moratorium if Government decides to give up au estate unless it is a 
decree secured before the estate was taken over. 

Four years is a long time to wait for no payment against any debt 
and a further seven years in which only interest may be paid doubles 
the creditors’ hardships. 

Now the Government wants, by this amending Act, to take away 
any chance that the creditors may have of realising their High Court 
decrees, obtained against any estates that have been taken over or 
will be taken over by the (’ourt of Wards in the future: is this fair? 
It may seem so to (irovernment who has decided to take over in (uder 
to j)rotect the proprietor against bankruptcy and ruin, and this shows 
that while Govefumeiit is in entire sympathy with the debtor and his 
deplorable siate of not being able to pay, it has no s\nipatli\ whatever 
w’ith the creditor, uho h\ this Act has to wait for four \eurs without 
any payment and then tor the next seven he may only get interest 
paid at per cent., and then at the end of 11 years what liappens if 
Government decides to give up the estate because it cannot i)ull it 
round: yet Government says this Act is equal for both the debtor and 
the creditor. 

We would most seriously ask Government to reconsider the first 
period of the moratorium, that is, four years and reduce this to three, 
when the case should be reviewed and Government should arrive at a 
decision as to whether the estate can he saved sufficiently as to satisfy 
the creditors: if the\ find the\ cannot save the estate, then it will give 
the creditors time to file a suit and try to realise the amounts due on 
their own initiative. 

Economic depression is felt by others as well as landed proprietors 
and this was named in 193G as the reason for Government fixing a 
moratorium of four years and a further seven years with the option of 
paying interest on the decree only and the creditors were left out of 
accouilt. It does not matter to the Government if these firms have 
financial difficulties during this period, through the Government action 
of withholding payments if they consider fit for eleven years in all, and 
during this period the owner of the estate under the Court of Wards 
is enjoying a liberal allowance and no worries — all the worry is on other 
people’s shoulders — but not so the creditors; they have to shoulder their 
own. 

In the event of Government not being prepared to reduce the period 
of the moratorium, will they compromise by reviewing each doubtful 
CRse’af the end of four year.s, and if they are of the opinion that they 
cannot save the estate, then give to all creditors three months’ notice 
of this so that they can make their own arrangements to realise 4hmr 
dties before the estate is handed over to its owners ; though I still submit 
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that three years is quite long enough for Government to ascertain 
whether an estate is one to be kept or released, especially as they now 
want High Court decrees barred. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to oppose 
the amendment moved by Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. First of all, 
he has raised a point of order and has challenged the jurisdiction of 
this I^egislature to legislate on a subject afPecting a certain decree of the 
High Court. His point is that this Bill not only includes the High 
Court within the definition of the safeguards as contemplated by the 
Court of Wards Act, but it curtails the jurisdiction of the High Court. 
And in this connection he referred to a decision which I could not 
exactly follow. To that my reply is that this Legislature has already 
passed several statutes affecting the jurisdiction of the High Court, and 
that is one of the privileges conferred to this Legislature by the Govern- 
ment of India Act of 1935 — a privilege which the Bengal I^egislature 
did not enjoy before. 


Mr. SPEAKER: May I at oni'e say in order to cut sliort the debate 
on that jioint that the position as contained in tlie Government of 
India Act with reference to the High ('ourt is this: so long as a suhje< t- 
mutter is within the competence <»f this lyegislature, it has jurisdiction 
over everv court imduding tlie High C(Uirt subject to the specific j)rovi- 
8i(»ns to the contrary containe«l in the Government ol India Act. 
Therefore, so tar as the competence ot tin’s Legi^laturt' is concerned, 
every matter within its (‘om potency unless anything is speciti(*allv 
provided tor in the Government of India Act i^ within the scojie of this 
Legislature. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Then, Sir, 
Mr. Sanyal alleges that this legislation meant for the benefit of one 
particular individual who happens to he a member of the ^engal 
Cabinet. I lepudiate that suggestion, Sir. Tliis legi.slation is not 
meant to benefit any member ot GoNernment — T can assure him on that 
point. It is only accidental that Government's attention has been 
drawn to this lacuna in the existing Act by the judgment in a particular 
case in whiidi a member of the Cabinet happened to be the respondent. 
That is the position. 

Sir, the object of amending the Act i.s not to give protection to a 
particular individual but to give protection to all estates under the 
Court of Wards, There are many estates under the Court of ards 
against whom decrees are pending in the High Court and the creditors 
as wrfl as Government were not aware of the legal position, as has been 
made clear by the judgment referred to in the Statement of Objects 
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and Reasons. If tlie creditors had taken that view I am perfectly 
certain they would have executed some of these decrees long’ ago and 
many of the estates would have been sold out. 

Now, Sir, what is the object of the Court of Wards admiuihtration? 
The Court of Wards administration is not merely to give protection to 
a particular proprietor of an estate but to safeguard Government revenue, 
to safeguard public interest. The whole basis of the Court of AVards 
administration is to safeguard public intere.sts and what are the public 
interests? Now, take for instance a big estate having a lar^e number of 
tenures and sub-tenures under it is sold in a revenue sale. If the estate 
is given protection ot the Court of Waids, it is not liable to sale for 
default of revenue, but if an estate is sold for default of revenue 
otherwise, then not only the j)roprietor loses his property but the tenures 
and sub-tenures become liable to annulment. So that may bring al>out 
a serious disturbance and upsetting of efonomic etjuilibrium in rural 
Bengal. My friends here uho are intimutel\ connected u ith the rural 
life of the province are no doubt aware that thousands, nay millions, 
of people are interested in tenures and uirthu-leniires and if, because 
of the sale ot the jiarent e^tate on account of detaull of revenue', tlreme 
tenures and under-tenures he*eonre liable to annulment, iborrsands of 
people will bee’onre rmpove'rished. That is the public object of the Court 
of Wards' proteM’tron. The Court oi Wards’ protection is given to e*states 
not merely in the interests of a jrarticular proprietor ; it is giveui mainly 
on three grounds: first, in the interests of (biverniiient re\enue; 
secondly, in the rnteiests ot the subordinate tenure-holders who.se 
intere.sts are likely to he affected by the sale of the srrjrerior irrterest, 
and, thirdly, there may he valuable endow menis, large charities which 
will suffer if the estate is sedd off or disintegrates. These are the main 
reasons why Court of Wards’ protection is given to zemindars. 

Now, referring to the point raised by my friend Mr. Norton, that 
is, why should not (jovernment reduce the period of first moratorium 
from 4 to *1 years, I will just venture to remind liiin of the fact that 
when the Bill was originall\ introduced in the Legislature in 1936 
by the then Revenue Member, Sir Brojendralal Mitter, the period of 
first moratorium was 5 yeai>, but as a matter of compromise in the 
Select Committee it was reduced to 4 years. A big estate may have 
properties in different distiict.**, in different subdivisions of the province 
coming under the Court of Wards. It is not possible for Government 
to find out what are the assets, what are the liabilities, how the scheme 
can be framed and naturally sruue time elapses before Government can 
actually take up the working of the wbeme in right earnest and that 
is #hf the period was put at 4 years— originally at 5 years — and then 
by way of compromise it was reduced to 4 years. Sir, I may assure 
my friend that the Court of AVards make every attempt to pay #ff the 
creditors as soon as possible. They fully realise the danger of allowing 
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arrears to accumulate. As the object of the Court of Wards* adminis- 
tration is to liquidate the debts as quickly as possible, if they allow 
debts to accumulate, ultimately Ihey may amount to a figure which may 
be l>eyond the capacity of the estate to pay. So a reduction of one year 
in the first period of moratorium will certainly handicap Government 
very much in administering the estate. But I can give this much 
assurance to my friend Mr. Norton through you, Sir, that the Court 
of Wards do see at present and they will further see in future that 
payment of no debt is unduly deferred, because the first moratorium 
gives us the opportunity to find out whether Government will be in a 
position to liquidate the debts of any estate at all and that requires a 
little time. Three years is often very short. 

With these few words I oppose the amendment and in conclusion 
1 would again repeal that the remarks made by Mr. Sefhyal were under 
very serious misapprehensions and I regret it very much that sober 
and staid as he is, he pursued that point in spite of my pointing out 
to him that the Maharaja of Cossiinbazar was not interested in this 
matter. 


Mf« 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALt Sir, I had no mind to hurt 
anybody. I simply discussed the matter on the merit of it and on the 
face of it. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the Bengal Court 
of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be (drciilated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy that the 
Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into 
consideration was then put and agreed to 


Clause /. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
i^reed to. ‘ 

riaiiftcs 2 and 3. 

The question that clauses 1? and 3 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 4 

The question that clause 4 stand part of the Bill was then put and 

•greed to. 

Preamble. 

Tl^e question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
•nd agreed to. 
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The Hon'Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I be^r to move 
that the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as settled 
in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The St. Thomas’ School (Amendmont) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to introduce 

the St. Thomas’ School (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to move that 

Ihe said Bill be ta*ken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clauiie 1 

The question that clau.se 1 stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Chi Use 2. 

The (lue.stioii tlint ( lau-c ‘J stand part ol the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The (question that clause d stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill w'as then put 
and agreed to. 

Tho Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to move that 
the St. Thomas’ School (Amendment) Bill. 1941, as settled in the 
Assembly, be'pa.ssed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Adjouriiment 

The House was then adjourned at 7-40 p.m. till 4*45 p.in. on Friday, 
the 1st August, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 1st August, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Mehammyd Azizel H.ujEE, cm.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, S Hon’ble Ministers and 198 members. 

MrSt HA8INA MUR8HED: Sir, may I know ^wliat question will 
be taken up first to-day? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ques tions are not being Uiken up now. 


Oath. 


Mr. H. B. Hodge to(»k his oath ol allegiance to the thrown. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: As the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur is 
away, may I ane'wer the questions relating to his department? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

Nomination to the Chittagong District Board and Municipality. 

M8. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: (n) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he has received a copy of the resolution passed recently 

by the Executive Committee of the Chittagong Mndiia 
lieague regarding nomination of any member of the 
Provincial I^egislatures to the Chittagong District B^ard and 
Municipality; and 

(ii) when the election to the Chittagong District Board and Munici- 

pality was held? 
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(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when membera 
to the Chittagong District Board and Municipality are likely to be 
nominated P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for the 
delay in making nominations to the District Board and the 
Municipality? 


Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab 
Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (di (/) Yes. 

(ii) In November, 1940. 

(b) and (r) The names of the ai>pointed Commissioners of the Chitta- 
gong Municipality were jmblished in the (\ilnittti Gazetie of the l.*()th 
June, 1941. 

As regards the aiipointment ot members of the (’hittagong District 
Board, a reference has b»*eii made to the local officers and the necessary 
order of Government will be issued on leceijit of their reply. 


Election to Chittagong District Board. 

M9. Mauivi AZHAR ALI: Will the II on’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and I .ocal Self-Government Department 1 h* ]deased 
to state — 

(o) when did the election to the Chittagong I)istri<’t Board take 
jilace ; 

{h) when was the result of the election declared ; 

(c) how many election petiti(»ns were filed before the— 

(1) Divisional Commissioner, 

(2) District Magistrate, and 

(d) Civil Courts; 

id) the date when each petition was filed; 

(e) the names of members against whom these petitions were filed; 
if) how and when wa.s each of these election petitions disposed of; 

[g) how many are still pending before the — 

(1) Civil Court, 

(2) District Magistrate, and 

(3) Divisional Commissioner; and 

(h) when will nominations to the Chittagong District BoarA take 

place P 
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Mrs. HA81NA MURSHED (on behalf of the Hon’blo Nawab 
Khnraia Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca); (a) On the 25th, 27th and 
3(Hh November, 1940. 

(b) In the constituencies in which the election was contested, the 
results were declared on different dates between the 3rd and 9th 
December, 1940. 

(c) , (d), (e) and (ff) Four statements are laid on the Table. 

(/) The petitioners were informed by the local officers that neither 
the Divisional Commissioner nor the District Magistrate had the power 
to decide the disputes and that the only legal remedy ap])eared to lie 
in the Civil Court. 

(h) A reference has been made to the local officers in the matter. 
Necessary orders regarding appointment of members of the District 
Board will be issued on receipt of their reply. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (c) of starred question No. 19. 

(1) Three. 

(2) Six. 

(3) Two. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (d) of starred question No. 19. 


Name of petitioner. 

Date of filing 
petition. 

(11 Before the Commissioner, Chittagong Division- 


Khan Sahib Haji Miah Khan Sawdagar 

. 25-10-40 

Tayabulla Sawdagar 

. 12-12-40 

Forak Ahmed Chaiidhuri and 3 others 

. 12-12-40 

(2) Before District Magistrate — 

c 

Babu Rasik Chandra Ilazari and 2 others 

17-12-40 

Maulvi Abdul TiUtif, n,i.. 

19-12-40 

Nur Ahmed and 2 others 

19-12-40 

M. Abu Md. Hossain 

18-12-40 

Abdul Karim and 3 others 

19-12-40 

M. Seraxul Hoque Choudhury 

11-12-40 

(3) Before the Civil Court — 


Bacha Meah Choudhury 

. 20-12-40 

Khan Sahib Haji Mean Khan Sawdagar 

2-1-41 
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SiM^ement referred to tn reply to clause (c) of starred qiteHum No. 19, 

(1) Before the ComnUHaioner. Chittagong Division — 

Mr. Anwarul Azim, Bar.-at-Law. 

Mr. Ashraf Ali Choudhuri. 

Khan Bahadur Khalilur Rahaman. 

(2) Before the District Magistrate. Chittagong — 

Rai T. K. Ghofth Bahadur. 

Dr. Sanaullah. 

M. Ala Meah. 

M. Saleh Ahmed Chaudhuri. 

Maulvi Sid(kque Ahmed, u.i.. 

(3) Before the Civil Court — 

Haji Yar Ali Chaudhuri and the Province of Bengal. 

Mr. Anwarul Aziz. Bar.-at-Law. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (y) of starred question No. 19. 
(1) Two. 

<2) Nil. 

(3) Nil. 


Recording of Jute^growing lands. 

*20. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) Will the 
Hon’hle Mini.ster in charge of the Agriculture and Indu.Htries l>ei«irt- 
inent he pleased to lay on the Table a Ktatemeni showing distrit’l hy 
district the total acreage of land in which jut<‘ was cultivated during 
the year 193S-39 and 1939-4(t as obtained by the recent survey for the 
purpo.se of restriction !" 

{h) Is the Hon'ble Mini.ster aware that a huge number fd cases for 
relief against wrong and inaccurate recording of jute-growing laude 
have been filed in different districts before the dute Committees and the 
District Magi.strates from the 1st November, 1940, to 31st January, 

mi? 

If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number 
of such cases — 

(t) filed; and 

(it) disposed of in the Province from the 1st Novemlier, 1940^ to 
3Ist January, 1941 ? 
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MINISTER In charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) A statement 
is laid on the Table. 

(b) A very large number of petitions were filed during the period 
mentioned before the Jute Committees and before the competent oflScers 
of the Jute Regulation Department for correction of the entries in the 
record on various grounds. 

Petitions may also have ])een filed before District Magistrates for 
the same purpose but during the period in question District Magistrates 
had no j)ower8 under the Act to entertain petitions for correction of the 
record. Since the Jute Regulation (Amendment) Act, 1940, came into 
force on 2nd July, 1941, Collectors now may deal wdtb such cases. 

(c) The number of petitions filed l)efore the various authorities was 
very large and the collection of the information asked for in this part 
of the question would involve an amount of time and labour which 
would not, in Goveniment’s view, be justified. 


Statement 

referred to in reply to starred question . 

Vo. 20. 

Total Jute 

Division. 

District. 

Acreage. 

1 

2 

3 

Burdwan 

. . (1 ) Howrah 

15,635 -15 


(2) Hooghly 

62,1(K> -06 


(3) BurdwEUj 

19,833 -44 


(4) Birbhum 

527 -30 


(5) Midnapore 

24.412 -88 


(6) Bankura 

430-09 


Total 

122,938 -92 


Presidency 

.. (1) 24*Pargana8 

80,772 -76 


(2) Jessore 

241,676-89 


(3) Khulna 

81,384^ 


(4) Nadia 

168,157 -37 


(5) Murshidabad 

116,295-07 


ToUl 


688,286 
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Division. 

District. 

Total Jute 
Acreage. 


2 

3 

3. Dacca 

. . (1) Dacca 

435,375 *76 


(2) Mymensingh 

091 .912 *51 


(3) Barisal 

127,862 *24 


(4) Faridpur 

392, (HK) -(H) 


Total 

.. l,947,irH)-51 

4. Chittagong 

.. (1) Chittagong 

S!K) -OO 


(2) Xoakhali 

110,4S«-70 


(3) Tipj'cra 

44!>,32(l -(17 


Total 

56f,G97 -37 

5. Rajshahi 

(l)Raj8hahi 

215,14(1 06 


(2) Palma 

224,747 -56 


(3) Bogra 

173,671 03 


(4) Malda 

91,9(11 *89 


(5) l>inaj])ur 

215.S55 *29 


(C) Ilangpur 

586.641 -14 


(7) Jalpaiguri 

KM), 393 -29 


(S) Siliguri 

5,436-16 


Total 

l,(iI3,7H7 -(12 


Grand Total 

.. ■l,i»3S,HM»’03 

Mr. ^YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With 

reference- to answer 


(r), will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to j^ive us some approximate 
idea of the number of cases that had been filed in various districts? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir I have no such 
idea, but it is a verj- large number. 

'^.Olr.CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government is contemplating to bring a Jute 
Regulatjpn (Amendment) Bill about giving powers to the TTnion Jute 
Committees about correction and other things? 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid that question does not arise. 
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Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Tliat question comes in this way 
that in answer (h) it has been stated that “a very large number of 
petitions tvere filed during the period mentioned before the Jute 
Committees and before the competent officers”. Are not jute committees 
competent? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Arrear pay and pension of orevvs of Sandwip and Hatiya killed (luring 

the War. 

*21. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hou'ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
the numW of crew hailing from the islands of Sandwip and Hatiya 
in the district of Noakhali that have been killed by enemy action during 
this present War? 

(h) Is the Hou’ble Minister aware of the provision the Government 
of India have made for the maintenance of their dependents? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there has been delay in pay- 
ing up the arrear salaries of the crew killed and remitting allowances 
or pensions to their dependents? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmati\e, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of approaching the proper authorities to 
ensure early payment of the arrear salaries and pensions? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): {o) The Provincial 
Government have no information on the subject. The next of kin are 
always informed direct of any casualties. 

{b) The Government of India have already adopted a scheme of 
compensation for war injuries received by seamen. 

(c) The matter concerns the Government of India, and it is^elieved 
that they are taking all necessary steps to prevent delays. Enquiries 
are made by the Shipping Master and instructions have been issued to 
local officers to deal with any reference made to them with all possible 
despatch. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (r), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
information on the basis of which he says “it is believed that they are 
necessary steps to prevent delays* V in payment of Ibes^ 

allowances? 
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. The Han'bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: We have certaiu informa- 
tion at our disposal, but generally speaking this is based upon the fact 
that we have referred from time to time to the Government of India 
and to the Shipping Master and we have been informed by the Govern- 
ment of India that they are taking steps. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister t>e pleased to lay that iiilormation on the table for information 
of the members? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This arises -tuit of 
correspondence bet\'een the (ioveriiinent of Bengal and the Government 
of India and I am not prepared to lay that on the table. 

• 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (fi), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to whether 
the Government of Bengal tried to ascertain from the Government of 
India the number of such crews from the district of Noakhali — Ilatiya 
and Sandwip — who have been killed by enemy action during the present 
war? 

The Hon'Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir Bad I got such 
an information from the Government of India, Government would have 
been pleased to supply it to the House. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to ascertain this from the Government of India and 
place it before the House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I can have a try if the 

House so wishes, but I cannot guarantee whether the Government of 
India will give such information. 


Naeigation in Dhulleewary Hver. 

•22. Khan Bafiaifur AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Deport- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that steamers and motor launch cannot ply between Fulberia 
and Manikganj for shallowness of the Dhulleewary river; 

(ti) that even big boats cannot ply in Dhulleswary river; and 

{ (m) that this causes inconvenience to the people in the ma^r of 
commxinication and transport? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) if in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what step the Government* propose to take 
in the matter 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Coeehnbazar): (a) (i) and (n) Yes, during the diiest part of the year. 

(tti) Yes. 

(b) This river is full of shoals and has to be trained every year vitb 
a view to maintain a navigable depth; but in years of draught the 
shoals in the channel cannot be sufficiently scoured. 

This condition of the Dhulleswary has been persisting for a very 
long time ; and in recent years it has been aggravated by the fact that 
the Bethua which is a spill channel of this river is taking away a larger 
volume of water. The exj)ertH of this department are considering how 
to get a bigger dr}- weather flow into the Dhulleswarv. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether only consideration is being made or any depart- 
ment has l)een opened for this Dhulleswary river? 

The Hofi’bic Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDYi of Coasimbazar: 

As I had ocicasion to inform the House during the budget debate, we 
are attempting in co-operation with the Assam Government to have a 
Biver Commission to take up necessary measures within the catchment 
basins of the Jamuna and Brahmaputra with the object of reducing 
the silt discharge and increasing the dry water flow. I do not think 
that there is any quick and ready method which can solve the problem. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: From l^atal Station to Manickganj 
the steiimers can ply. but after Manickganj even big lx>ats cannot ply. 
Our main question is alMuit the Dhulleswary. It gets water from the 
river flamuna but we want that anyhow some sort of arrangement*t)ught 
to be made so that steamers, motor launches and big boats cai^ ply 
throughout the year from Manickganj to Dacca. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that is no question. 


Conditions of rivers Punaibhava and Atrai. 

•28. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department awarc^ 

(t) that a few years back Punarbhava and Atrai rivers were ^6- 
' main waterways in the district of Dinitjpur; * * 
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{ii) that they remained naviprable all throughaut the year being 
the main sources of irrigation to those whose lands lay on 
both sides of them ; and 

(Hi) that both the rivers are gi’aduaJly being silted upP 

{b) If the answer to ia) is in the afhrmative will the Hon’ble Minister , 
Im? pleased to state what action, it any. he pro|H)ses to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazirs 

{a) (i) and {in) No. 

{u) No. They uie na\i^.il>le dining the rains onh . 

(h) The loasihihtv ot nnpioving these rivers will l>e examined after 
the comjiletion ot (he c(nitoin suive\ A\hich has lH‘en undertaken with 
the idkject of gaininji an intimate knowl(‘dge ol the country and liooti 
levels. ^ 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lloirhle Minister be 
pleased to tell u^ it In his answer to {a) (i) and (ui) he means that 
he is not aware of the fu< t mentioned in those questions or the facts 
are not known. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbizari 

What I meant by my replying in the negative was that my honourable 
iriend was not quite correct in his statement. That is to say, that 
the two rivers in question were not the main waterways of the district 
“a few years back” as he ha^ stated. As a matter of fact if he is 
referring to the avulsion of the feeder river that took place a centttry 
and a half back, ;.r., in 1787; that cannot certainly be con.sidered to 
l)e “a few years ago”. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: Are not these two rivers silting 
up? 

The tfon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDYp of Conimbazar: 

As I have ju.st now .stated having completely been cut off from its 
parent supply and having to dejiend entirely on lo(‘al rainfall, neces- 
sarily the supply has dimini.shed, but from what I have stated in reply 
to (b) it will ap]>ear that they are still navigable during the rainy 
season only. 

NfSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister 
kindly tell us when the contour survey regarding these two rivers is 
expected ^o be taken up in the Dinajpur district? 

Tho Hofi’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of CooiifiilNiart 

I am not quite sure but I believe Dinajpur district will be taken up 
very shortly. 
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*24. Mr. 8YED JALALUDOIM HA8HEMV; (a) Is the Hon’bl» 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware of the recommen- 
dation of the Public Accounts Committee for 1937-38 disapproving 
fretjuent transfers of officers? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing from Ainil, 1937, to .Tune, 1941, how many times 
and when was the post of District Magistrate 24-Pargana8, held by 
incumlients, who had been transferred before they were in that office 
lor IcHB than six months? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir NazirmicMin): (a) Yes. 

(h) A statement is laid on the Table. 

SteUemint referred to in reply to clause (6) of starred question Ao. 24. 

jjame. Period. Reinark.s. 

Mr. Herbert Graham, i.O.s. 13tli NovemU‘r, 103:> 

to 30th April, 1037. 

Mr. M. 0. Carter, l.c.s. . . 1st May, 1037 to 20th 

July, 1938. 

Mr K A L. Hill, l.c.s. .. 30th Julv, 1938 to 8th Mr. Hill on leave 

Mav, 1940, and 7th from 9th May, 1940, 
July, 1940 to 7th to Oth July, 1940, 

April, 1941. during which Mr. 

S. C. Mazuindar, 

Additional Hiatrict 
Magistrate officiated 
as District Magis- 

trate. 

Mr. E. 0. Creek, l.c.s. . . 8th .4pril, 1941 to 1 1th 

May, 1941. 

Mr. A. Hughes, i.o.s. . . I2th May, 1941 to l.')th 

June, 1941. 

Mr. K. C. Basak. l.c.s. . . 16th June, 1941. 

Mr. SYED 4ALALUDOIN HASMEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is the intention ol Government to 
continue to stick to this policy of frequent transfers of officers?^ 

Tilt NoiPIlIt IChwt|t Sir NAIIMiJOOINs Yes. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for transferring three IHstrict Officera^ 
between 8th April and IGth June, 1941, from the district of 
24-Pa rganasP 
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Tilt Hon’Mf Khm|i ftr NAZIMUODINx It was unavoidable. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US With reference to answer (<i), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether four different 
officers have not held the post of Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division in the course of a year? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: My question is with reference to 
question (a) disapproviujr freciuent transfers of officers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The mil issue is ulxiut District MiiKistrates. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Whnt were the circum- 
stances which led the (fovernmeni to- have ret ourse to such fre(|Uenf 
transfers with regard to this particualr office? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. lla>uk was diosen to 
he the District Magistrate of IH-Parganus. He (ould n()t he relieved 
from the apjadiitiiieiit where he was a<‘ting as Secrctarv in oiu* of the 
departments ot the Secretariat. We had to put in Mr. Creek who was 
then Additional District Magistrate. He comhined both the posts of 
Magistrate and Additional Magistrate. In the meantime Mr. Creek 
wa.s posted to another place (Pahnu) as DiHtri<t Magistrate where a 
vucaiicy had occurred, and Mr. Husak could not he relieved he( auso 
the man who was to take liis jdai e (ould nut he relievtal from ant)tlier 
post. So, tor a short period, Mr. Hughes was aj)poiiite<I there. 

1 Itimutely Mr. Hasak who had already been cho.sen to he the District 
Magistrate ot 24-Parganas came to be posted at Alijjore. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Will the Hou’hle 
Minister please tell us whether it is in the contemplation of Govern- 
ment to transfer Mr. K. C, Hasak, in the near future? 

M*** SPEAKER: That (juestion does not arise. 

Grant-in«aid to rural ditpensariaa. 

''M. Khan Bahadur SHAH A8DUR BAOFs O; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ixical Self-Government 
DeparAient be plea.sed to state whetber it is a fact that Government 
have refused to sanction any grant-in-aid to the rural di^^pensaries which 
have got capital grant from the Government of India Rural Develop- 
ment Funds? 
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{h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of giving 
grant-in-aid to such rural dispensaries? 

Mrs, HA8INA MUR8HED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab 
Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) and (h) Yes. The reason 

why this Government were unable to make recurring annual grants to 
dispensaries which had received subsidies from the grant made by the 
Government of India is that it was made a condition by tbe Central 
Gvernment tliat no expenditure from Government revenues should be 
involved and tlint all the recurring exjienditure should be found from 
local sources. 

(c) The matter is under my active consideration. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (c), 
may I emiuire whether it is the desire of the Government that the 
authorities of the dispensaries concerned should submit tbeir applica- 
tions to the Hon’ble Minister for his a(‘tive (‘onsideration? 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED: Under the (iovernment of India Rules, 
the Government at tiic ])reMmt moment cannot ])ay any recurring grant 
and the whole mutter will be considered by the lloiUble Minister. 

Khon Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Are Government aware 
that the dispensaries which are not in receipt of grants are in great 
financial difficulties? 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: Government are not aware. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Parliamentary 
Secretary be pleased to tell us the difference between active considera- 
tion and iKi^sive consideration? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not aries. 


Tast raliaf in Mymensingh. 

*26. Mauivi MD. ISRAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the amount sanctioned for the district of Mymensingh for test 
relief this year; 
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(b) tke amount allotted for the subdivision of Kishoreganj above; 

and 

(c) the rate and conditions laid down in the famine code for the 

emplojTnent of workers in the test relief? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (^t) Ks. I,1o.0()<) up to the 21st 
July, 1941. 

(b) Rs. 38,000. 

(c) The rates and terms and conditions for einfdoyment of workers 
on test relief work will be found in sections 134-130, 138-142, 144, 145, 
167, IGG, 1G8, 171-175, G2, G3 and 112 of the Famine (\ule, a copy of 
which is available in the Assemblv Library. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: AVill the 11 on’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wlietber the rules laid down in the raniine Code are 
suitable for the present time? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The rules of the 
Famine (’(tde are A\i(le enou^*!! and they (an meet any situation. 

Release of Babu Ambica Charan Chakravarty, a political priaonofi 

•27. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: to) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home l)ej>artment be jdeased to state what 
was the recommendation of the Prisoners’ Release Committee set up by 
the Government in 1939 regarding Rubu Ambica t'haran Chakravarty, 
a political ])risoner now lodged in the Dum Dum Central Jail? 

(b) Was the recommendation accepted by Government? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said prisoner was medically examined in the 
Calcutta Medical (’ollege and was found to have been suffering from 
T.B., Diabetes and eye troubles? 

((/} Is it a fact that early in 1940 the Government enfjjnired of the 
said prisoner whether, if released, he was prepared to proceed to and 
stay in a sanatorium and the prisoner intimated his agreement to do 
the same? 

(e) Is it a fact that since then neither the said prisoner has been 
TtShsased nor has any arrangement been made for his proper treatment? 

(/} Is it a fact that a letter written by the said prisoner to his brother 
commifnicating the fact of his serious illness has been withheld? 

(ff) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 
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Tilt Hon'Mt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (c) I refer the 

honourable member to my answer to starred question No. 274 on the 
13th September, 1940. 

(d) At the end of 1939 he undertook to undergo treatment in a 
sanatorium but not to accept conditions of release. 

(e) He is still in jail. He is receiving such treatment as is possible. 

(/) No. 

(g) He still declines to accept conditions and neither he nor any of 
his friends ha.s approached me as regards the statement made by me 
in reply In a supplementary question by Rai Harendra Nath (’haudhuri 
arising out of starred question No. 274 on the 13th September, 1940, to 
which the honourable member’s attention is invited. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl! Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to refer to part (</) of the question and state whether 
it is a fact or not that the Advisory Committee re(‘ommended his 
unconditional release? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The answer is in the 
affirmative. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl: With reference to this 
answer, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what has led the 
(Government to imp(»st‘ conditions which the Advisory Committee 
thought fit to dis])ense with? 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There were a few cases 
in which the (lovernment did not ni'cept entirely the recommendations 
of the Advisory Committee, and there were certain rases in which the 
(Governujcnt were more liberal than the re(‘ommendation8 of the 
Advujory Committee. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl: Was it a fact or not thai 
the Advisory Committee recommended his unconditional release only 
on medjcal ground, having regard to the fart that he was suffering 
from a multiple of diseases like tuberculosi'», diabetes and atrophy of 
the eye? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know what were 
the reasons that led the Committee to make their recommendations.*" 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURl: The Hon’ble M>inister 
has referred us to the answer he gave to starred question No. 274 on the 
13th September. There he admitted that the Advisory Committee 



i^commeaded bis release on medical groimds. And therefore having 
regard to the fact that the Advisory Committee recommend^ his 
release on medical grounds, is Covemment prepared to relax all the 
conditions except the condition relating to his treatment in a 
sanatorium ? 

Tht Hon’bio Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOINl I cannot make my effort 

any more than I did last time when this question was put by the 
honourable member that we are prepared to let him go to any sana* 
torium outside the province if that can be arranged. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state, in view of the fact that the Government 
could not persuade the Punjab Government to receive him in a Punjab 
sanatorium, why ‘the Government would not be prepared to arrange 
for liis sanatorium treatment in Bengal nor would the Government be 
prepared to agree to his being treated in a s-anntoriiim in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
that if he ac(ept> conditional release we are prepared to have him 
treateil in a sanatorium in Bengal. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Having regard to the 
fact that tho^e conditions were dispensed W’ith by the Advisory Com- 
mittee, will not tile Government in consideration of the serious state 
of liis liealtb be prepared to relax the other conditions and impose only 
one condition, namely, that be should proceed to a sanatorium and 
receive treatment there? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Actually at the present 
time, according to the latest rejM)rt. the condition of his health is not 
so serious. 

Rai^ HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to 

answer (c) that he is receiving .such treatment as is possible, will the 
Hon’'l)le Minister he pleased U> state whether it is a fact or not that so 
far as his eye trouble is ix)ncerned — I mean the twuhle of his remaining 
eye. because, I think, he has lost the vision of one of his eyes in his 
jxiil life — having regard to the fact tlwit the trouble of his other eye 
has been considered by the experts of the Medical College to he a 
sufficient ground for putting him under special treatment — the Govem- 
m^t is still prepared to hold the opinion that he receives such treatment 
as is possible? 

Tht Hon’blt Kbwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN S Yes, whatever treatment 

is possible is being given. 
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Ral HARCNDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to 
answer (g) that nobody approached him and with reference to his 
answer to the supplementary question to starred question No. 274 on 
the 13th September to this effect: “If either the honourable member 
or the prisoner can arrange with any province to take him in a 
sanatorium, I would be prepared to reconsider the question”, will the 
Gk)vernment be prepared to state what are the other conditions he must 
satisfy if he is to be allowed to take treatment in a sanatorium within 
the province y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not got any copy 
of these condition.s wdth me. I ask for notice. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(anewers to which were laid on the table) 

Collector Math in Rangpur town. 

17i Mr, K8HETRA NATH SINCHAs (//> K tlie ITon’hle Mini*'ter 
in charge of the Keveiiue l)e]>artmcnl aware — 

(i) that there is a plot of open land called (Ndlector Math in the 
town of Kangpur: 

{li) that it is a khas land \ised tor police parade and other recrea- 
tion purposes; 

(ui) that it is the only open fiehl in the town ol Uanirpur; and 

itr) that recently the Itangpur Town (duh has tenced it io\ind in 
the middle with tin walls to the inc(>nvenience of the public!'* 

(h) If the answer to ((/) is in the aftirniative. will the ITon'hle 
Minister he pleased to state what action, if any, he proposed to take in 
the matter? 

The Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; to) (/) to (qi) Yes. 

(iv) No; the Kangpur T»)wii (dub which u>es for their play ground 
only about 2A acres out of u total area of ‘Vd acres, fenced the play 
ground in 19d() with the permission of the then Cidlector. No incon- 
venience is (‘aused to the public by such fencing as there is an extensive 
plot of open land round the enclosure to serve the purposes of play 
grounds aud recreation grounds for the public. 

(h) Government do not consider it necessary to take any actioiTfor 
the removal of the enclosures as the enclosures provide a ver>' convenient 
piece of ground for continuous play of cricket, hockey and •foot' all 
according to the season and for charity matc'hes. The enclosed ground 
it also used as a Ladies’ Park in the forenoon. 

V 







High rate of interest on arrear rents fn the Court of Wanii sitito In 
Patiladaha Pargana. 

18. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue De])artinent W pleased to state whether the 
estate of Patiladaha Pargana is under the management of Court of 
Walds ? 

Ih) Is it a fact that the interest on arrear rent is realised by Court 
of AVards at the rate of I8f per rent, per annum ^ 

ic) It tlie answer t(f {(») is in tlie artirmative, will the llon’ble 
Aliniste 1 - be ]d eased to state \\bat steps, if any, be proposes to lake in 
the matter 

The Hon’bte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Aes. 

No, 

' Dors n()t arise. 


Recovery of costs by certificate procedure and of education oess in 
distressed areas of Dinajpur. 

19. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: in) ts the Hon'hle Minister 
in ehaige ot the Keveinie Department aware that eeommiic distress i» 
preeailiiig i:i a lar^e area (»f the Dinajpur ilistriet^ 

(/>) It so. Is the Hon’ble Minister eon^idei ing I lie (b'sirability of 
stop])in^» — 

(/> the i.ssue of eeitifii'ate f<»r leaiisatiim of recovery costs; and 

(/i) tin* realisation of edneation ce.ss in such areas 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (a) There wa» 
some amount (d‘ disfies< in ]mrts of the district due to partial failure 
oi crojm. 

(h) (i) No coercive measures aie being taken now for the realisation 
of such cost.s. 

t/i) Education » e«s has not been imposed in this district. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU* With reference to answer (d), 
does the Hon’hle Minister intend to say that there is no distress at 
present prevailing in some ptirts uf Dinajpur? 

* • 

The Hoii*bkl Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : As I have already 
said, there was some amount of distress due to partial failure of Qirops* 
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Mr. HISMITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer 
(^)(i), namely, no coercive measures are being taken now for the 
realisation of such costs, does the Hon'ble Minister mean to say that no 
certificate proceedings are being taken up against the defaulting 
persons ? 

The Hofi’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, certi- 
ficates are not being executed. 


Ineriise in the number of Soheduled Caste offlcers in Provincial 
Forest Service of Bengal. 

20. Mr. UPENORA NATH EDBAR: (a) Wjll the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
atate — 

(t) the present number of — 

(1) Bengalee Caste Hindu, 

(2) Muslim, and 

(3) Scheduled Caste, 

officers in the Provincial Forest Service in the Province of 
Bengal; and 

(it) the names of officers with their respective caste appointed by 
promotion from — 

(I) untrained foresters, 

(-2) Kurseong trained foresters, and 

(J) Dehra Dun trained rangers (from D.D.R.), (from 

D.D.L.S.) and (from D.D.R. with honours); and 


(m) the number of them appointed by direct recruitment? 

I 

(h) If the number of Scheduled I'aste officers in the rank are very 
«nall in the Province, what stei>8 do the Government contemplate tak- 
ing for increasing the number of such officers ? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’bla Mr. Praaanna Dab Raikut): (a) A statement is 
laid on the Table. 

(b) The member is requested to refer to the reply given to clause (b) 
of atarred question No. 2^ in the September, 1940, l e aaioii of the 
Assembly which furnishes the required information. 
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Statement referred to in reply to clauie (a) of unstarred question No. 20, 
showing the present number of Bengalee Caste Hindu, Muslim 
and Scheduled Caste officers in the Provincial Forest Service 
employed in Bengal and the names of officers with their respective 
caste appointed by promotion and the number appointed by direct 
recruitment. 

Bengal Forest Service — 

{i) Present number of — 

{!) Bengalee Caste Hindus — 10. 

(2) Muslims — 3. 

(.5) Scheduled Castes — Nil. 

(ii) Names of officers with their respective casios ap])ointed by pro- 
motion from — 

(1) Fnt rained foresters — Nil. 

(:?) Kurseong trained foresters — 

Mr. B. N. Hoy — Hindu (Kayastlia). 

Mr. K. Ainned — Muslim. 

(.3) Debra Dun trained rangers — 

From D.D.R. — 

Mr. S. Sikling — Hillman (Christian). 

Mr. S. (’. Basu — Hindu (Kayastha). 

Mr. S. ('. (’hatterjee — Hindu (Brahmin). 

Mr. II. L. Acharya — Hindu (Brahmin). 

From D.D.L.S.— Nil. 

From D.D.B. (Honours) — Nil. 

(Hi) Number of them ap]»ointed by direct rec ruitment — 8. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer 
(a)(i), will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to sUte when these appoint- 
ments were made? 


Mf. RPEAKER: You can find that out from the Civil List: the 
date of appointment of a provinc ial officer appears in the Civil last. 


Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: In view of the total absence 
■of scheduler! oaste men in the cadre, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether tiovernment think it desirable to consider the 
case of the scheduled ca.stes when making future appointments? 

Tlli HoiPbif Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUTs Oovernment wiU 
be quite prepared to consider that. 



188 


QUESTIONS. 


[1st Augobt, 


Ward Master in Emergeney Ward of Modieal College Hoepttais, 
Caloiitta. 

21. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
aware that for want of a Ward Master just at the front of the Emer- 
gency Ward of the Calcutta Medical College Hospital patients are put 
to hardship? 

(h) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
placing a Ward Master at the front of the Emergency Ward? 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): No. The diiticiilty as separately 

pointed out by the honourable mem])er i'* reportetj to be due to the 
paucity of sufficient numher of .stretcher hearers. Tlie matter will be 
en(juired into. 

(h) No. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will tlie rarliamentaiV Tnder- 
Secretary be pleased to state whether an eiH|uiiT wa^ actually made'^ 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: Yes, an en(,uii> was made. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Wl.at weie the findings of that 
e'rniuiry ? 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: In tlie opinion of Government, the 
difficulty, referred to, was not due to the paucity ot AVanl Masters but 
it Was due to the paucity of stretcher-bearers. The whole matter is 
receiving the consideration of Government. 


Covemment Agrioultural Demonstration Farm at Kalimpong. 

22. Mr. W. C« PATTON: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture and Industries Department he jdeased to state with res- 
pect to the Government Agricultural Demonstration Farm at Kalim- 
pong— 

{a) the acreage under cultivation; 

(b) the description of the cereals and other crops grown there; / 

(c) how the distribution of the crop harvested with particular 

reference to maize, stating whether it is supplied free, to 
whom supplied and for what purjxise; ^ 

(d) the amount of maize crop harvested per annum, per acre, and 

« where the original seed was obtained from ; 
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(c) what steps, if any, have been taken to improve the cultivators' 
crops by distribution of seed free or otherwise; apd 

(f) what benefit the cultivators in the Darjeelin^r district are receiv- 
ing from the maize seed produced annually in large quanti- 
ties at the farm? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) G4 acres. 

(h) Maize, atnan paddy, innrua, lahii dal, mashyem kahn^ soyabean, 
wheat, flax, sugarcane, Na[)ier grass, vegetables and fruits. 

(c) The unfit grains are sold in the local market to be used as cattle 
food, and the l>etter seeds are reserved either for distribution or for the 
use of the department. A statement showing the distribution of the 
maize seeds during 10dS-d!t to 1140-41 is laid on the Table. 

(d) The annual outturn varies from 15 to 25 maunds iM»r acre 
according to weather <‘onditions. tTolden Ileauty and Sutton’s (iiant 
varieties were imported trom America and the re.st were local varieties. 

(c) Seeds ol improved varieties are distributed free of cost to the 
khasmahal tenants e\erv year through two Agricultural Sub-Overseers 
maintained by the Board of Bevenue for agricultural improvement 
works. 

(/) As maize is the staple food with the people of this district, the 
cultivation of this crop is so widely extended that the present area under 
improved maize in (io\ernmeilt estates is estimated to be about 25,IKfO 
acres and this is due to the cultivators getting free supply of the 
improved maize seeds from the farms f(»r many years. 


Statement rtferred to ni Tipbf to claiise (c) of unstarred queMion No. 22. 
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J94t).4l 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

(1) Free distribution from the grant of the 
Board of Revenue 

19 

11 

4 

(2) Sold to cultivators an<l others 

9 

17} 

31i 

(3) Free (listrilmtion by the rle]»artment in 
other districts of Bengal for growing 
of fodder crop 

180} 

111 

2SHJ 

(4) Sold to private parties outside the Dar- 
jeeling district 

20 

9 

u 


Distress of agriculturists in Ghandpur subdiwision. 

23>* 4dr. dONAB ALI MA4UMDAR: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that there is economic distress prevailing in the subdivisi^hJ of 
Chandpur, Tippera; 
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(ii) that uman paddy crop of the last season was damaged by a 
kind of dangerous insects in that subdivision ; and 

(Hi) that a large number of people of the No. 2 Kalocho Union, 
Hajiganj police-station within that subdivision, have submit- 
ted a petition to the District Magistrate of Tippera, praying 
for immediate gratuitous relief and agricultural loans a few 
days ago? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of granting gratuitous relief and 
agricultural loans to give relief to the poor agriculturists of that 
subdivision ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) No general 
distress juevails in the subdivision. 

(it) About one-eighth of the amaii paddy eroj) of the last season was 
damaged by insect i^est in several villages in Kalachow union of Haji- 
gunj ])oliee-station. 

(lit) Two sueb ]>etition8 were received. 

(h) Y«-s. A sum of lls.7b,()(MI lias been allotted as agricultural 
bmn for this subdivision out of which a sum of Rs. 74,995 has been 
distributed. 

rfratuitr)us relief of Ks. 1,300 from Government grant and Rs.3of> 
from the District Board grant have been allotted for this subdivision. 
Out of these sums Rs.550 has already been distributed. A quantity of 
rice from the charitable relief fund has also been distributed. 

Paddy husking centres are luong o))ened in the aftected areas and 
u sum of Rs.5,(M)0 has been allotl(‘d tor the pur])Ose. 

Mr, 8HAHEDALI: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether, out of the gratuitous relief of Rs. 1,300 from Government 
grant and Rs. 350 from the District Ihmrd grant, any amount. was given 
to Kalocho Union within Hajiganj jxilice-station ? 

The Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I ask for 
notice. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Is the Iloirble Minister aware that no amount' 
was given out of the gratuitous relief fund or out of the District Board 
Fund to the Kalocho Union 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. You can ask for 
info‘i motion by putting a fresh supplementary question but you cannot 
supply information in the form of « question, 
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ilf* •MAHEDALl! Will the Hon’ble Mininter be pleased to state 
whether any amount has been given to the Union from which 
Mr. Jonob Ali Majumdar, a member of the Opposition, has come to this 
House..* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 


Farms under Union Boards. 

24. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture aiul luihistries Department be jileased to 
state — , 

(a) how many Fnion Board farms are at pre.sent in existence; 

(/j) how many such farm> (lovernment intend to establish in the 
coming year (i.e., 1941-4).^); and 

(c) what amount, if any, has been jirovided for the purpo.se for the 
year 1941-42? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) 190 out of which 9G will 
complete this year the term of three years for which they were sanc- 
tioned. 

(b) 113. 

(c) Rs. 19.323. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: AVill ihe Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to give us .some idwi of the nature of w'ork that has 
been done by the Union Boiird farms? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That cannot be an.swered in a (juestion. 

I 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Will the Hnn'ble Minister 
tell us the ujsmes of the districts in which these Cnion Jhuird farms 
have beeu established ? 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOBB: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any Union Board farm has been esUiblished 
in the district of Jeseore? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think members can get all these informations 
from the report of the Agriculture Department. 
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Mr. ATUL KRI8HHA CHOSE: Nothing is being done; only 
reports are coming out. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Will you be happy if there is a Union Board farm 
in your district? (Laughter.) 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: It is no question of being happy, 
Sir. 

Acquisition of lands for a municipal market at Rangpur. 

25, Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVERTY: (n Will the 
Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Public Health and l^ocal Self- 
(lovernnient DeiMirtinent he pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(/) that the Conimissioners of the Rangpur Municipality in pur- 
suance to a resolution unanimously adopted on the 4th 
Novemher, to aiajuire lands tor the pur])ose of o])eiiing 

a municipal market within the municipal area requested 
the Collector to take necessary ste]»s toi- acquiring more or 
Ichs d 4)8 acres of land for the ])urpose ; 

(n) that a notification about the proposed acquisition was published 
in the Cdlrutfa (lazvttv on the ‘2drd of Tanuaiy, 1941 ; and 

(iii) that suhse(iuently the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division 
informed the Chairman of the Rangjiur Municipality that 
the aciiuisitiou should not he jiroceeded witli? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ui) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reasons for whitdi the ]>roposed acquisi- 
tion has been given up? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

{a) (t) and {tii) Yes. 

(n) The notification under section 4 of the Land Acquisition Act, 
1894, was published in the Calciittu Gazette of the 1st February, 1940. 

(h) There were two valid objections relating to permanent structures 
at the proposed site and both the I>and Acquisition Deputy Collector 
and the Collector were of opinion that there would be sufficient space 
for a well-planned bazar even after the exclusion of the structures from 
acquisition. The Collector also held that as the proposed bazar would 
be within one-fourth of a mile from the existing bazar, it was not only 
unnecessary but that it would also create rivalry between the pro- 
prieto^’fi of the existing bazar and the Municipal authorities. As the 
Municipal Commissioners were unwilling to exclude the structures in 
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question from acquisition, the Collector recommended that the acquisi- 
tion. should not be proceeded with. This view was endorsed by the 
Divisional Commissioner. The proposal was examined by Government, 
and it was decided that the acquisition should not be proceeded with. 


Repair of Old Benares Road between Howrah and Sheakhala. 

26. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Coiunuinicatioiis and Works Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) what progress has been made up to date for improving the Old 

Benares Road from Howrah to Sheakhala; 

(b) what ainoupt has already been spent in this project; 

(c) what amount has been allotted during the current financial 

year; and 

(d) when the wcTik is expected to be completed P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANOY, of Coeaimbaiar: 

(rt) Progress is behind schedule as land acquisition proceedings have 
taken longer time than was anticipated. 

(h) rp to the end of June, Itm. Us. ')(i,881 has been spent. 

(r) The budget provision for 1941-42 is Rs. 1,75, (MX), but owing to 
the delay in obtaining the land, it is unlikely that more than Rs. 1,25, 000 
will now he spent. 

(d) March or April, 1948. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Family allowanoo to oortain socurtty priaonors. 

Ml. Mr. PRAtUL CHANDRA CANCULY: {n) Will the Eon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
his attention has been drawn to the question of family allowance in 
respect of the following security prisoners; — 

(1) Srijut Birendru Chandra Chatterji, 

(2) Srijut Amulya Chandra Adhikari, 

(3) * Srijut Atindra Mohan Roy, 

(4) Srijut Debendra Chandra Ghosh, and 

(5) Srijut Amulya Chandra Mukherji? 


14 
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(h) If 80 , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action 
has been, or is likely to be, taken immediately by Government? 

(c) If the answer to («) is in the negative, do the Government con- 
sider the desirability of going into the question immediately? 

* {d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the above security prisoners 
are the only 8up|}orter8 of their families? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the dependants of the said 
security prisoners are in a state of starvation as there is nobody to 
support their families? 

(/) It the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government consider the desir- 
ability of granting maintenance allowance to their families? 

(/;) If the answer to (J) is in the negative, will t}ie Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the above security prisoners 
were granted family allow’ance during their previous detention in 
1980-38? 


TIm Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and {h) Yes. 

(h) Applications for allowances received from them were rejected 
but on review have been all(»wed in the case ot Babu Amulya Chandra 
Adhikari and Babu Atindru Mohan Boy. 

{(') Does not arise; but 1 have had all these cases reviewed. 

(d) Xo, with the exception ol Babu Birendra Chandra Chatterjee. 
(c) My information is that neither statement is correct, 

(/) and (//) Do not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In answ’er id) the Hon’ble Minister 
admits that Birendra Chandra Chatterjee is the only supporter of his 
family. IX) Government contemplate giving any maintenance allowance 
to his family consisting ol his wule and two kiddies? 

Th« Hon’bU Khwa|a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very likely he was 
one who supported his family, but 1 believe his family can be maintained 
by his relations. That is the reason why we have not granted any 
allowance. But I wdll look into it agtiin. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether he wdll kindly review this case again? 

i 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. He has said that he will look into the 
master. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROYi WiU tlM Hon’blc Minuter be 

pleased to state whether Government will kindly have these oases 
enquired into and reviewed by officers other than police officers F 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOINi I (Miniiot give a 
guamntee al>oiit that, but, as a rule, District Magistrates also enquire 
into such cases. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer ((/)» will 
the H^’ble Minister be pleased to give us the names of the supporters 
of the families of these pri.soners as defined under rule 2(i? 

The Hon’ble Khwa|a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL .CHANDRA SEN: I must lodge an emphatic protest 
against such evasive reply as “I ask for notice*'. Here is a categorical 
statement that tlie families of these pri.soners have got no other 
supporters, but the Hon'ble Minister does not come prepared with the 
names of the supporters. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think I have 
got them either. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether be has made 
enquiries into those cases with regard to the statements made by the 
prisoners or their relatives P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the information that 
we had in our jM»s^essi<»n these cases were revieweil and on tlie basis of 
that decision was taken. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state whetlier Government have considered the desirability 
of making enquiries alniut these ca.ses through the local officers — either 
the district Magistrate or the Suhdi visional Magistrate — instead of 
police officers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not in a position 
to give any definite reply. These enquiries are made through the local 
officers, but I cannot tell you .specifically whether they are done by the 
police or the executive officers. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In the course of reviewing the 
cases^did the Hon’ble Minister try to find out the supporters of the 
families of those gentlemen to whom the Government did not sanction 
any allowance? 
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rut Hon’llle Khwaja Sir NAXIliUDOINs If the honoumble 
member by that means whether I tried to go into the villages and find 
out who they were, I say “No*\ 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of the reply of the 
Hon’ble Minister 

Mr# SPEAKER: It is quite clear that he has not personally gone 
to the villages, but he has gone through the files. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Appointments in connection with A.R.P. works. 

16. Mr, ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of api)ointment8 either temporary or permanent 

in the — 

(a) Executive, 

{h) Clerical, and 
(c) Menial 

staff made during the current financial year, for Air Raid 
Precautions; and 

(ii) how many of them are — 

(a) Hindus, 

(b) Muslims, and 

(c) Christians 

in each of the said branches of service? 

The Hon’bis Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (0 (a) 21. 

(6) 19. 

(c)29. 



Executive. Clerical. 

Menial. 

(«) («) 

... 8 14 

17 

ib) 

... 4 5 

7 

(c) 

... 9 

... 

HiKmen 

••• ••• 

5 
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Mr. 8YEO JALALUDDIN HAAHEMYs Sir, these appointmeate 

baTe been made very recently. Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state why communal ratio, particularly in executive, clerical and 
menial services, was not maintained and why 9 posts out of 21 Ixad 
already been piven to the Christians? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On account of the special 
nature of the work and urjrency of the appointments. Well, the 
honourable meml>er i.s not a supjx)rter of the communal ratio. 
(I^auffther. ) 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the re<Kson why out of 21 only 4 po8t.s went to Muslims? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has answered that (juestion. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: We have not heanl the reasons 
and we also want to know who are the appointing authorities. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Adjournment motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker. Sir, may 1 once more 
bejf \mxe of the House to move my adjournment motion regarding 
Government’s order relating to a class of prisoners called by Govern- 
ment terrori.st pri.soners whom we consider as a section of political 
prisoners'. On the last occasion, Sir, you were examining the question 
of admissibility 

Mr. SPEAKER: I jet us hear Sir Nazimuddin. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I want to give you the fwints from 
where I left. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary. Is there any objection on 
the part of Government to this motion being taken up? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do object, Sir, because 
there is no question of urgency. These people were dealt with by the 
law courts and in the normal course their release was not due. As a 
special act of clemency Government decided to release them before 
their time and in view of the altered circumstances they Iwve now ^ 
decided to change their policy. Therefore, there is no question of 
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urgency about it. Action in tlie normal course of law is being followed. 
What the normal procedure should be, what the law courts have 
decided, all these questions can be raised by other methods then an 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What other method? 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: By private member’s 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have looked into this question. There is 
nothing before the House yet. There is only reference to political 
prisoners, but as I understand, so long Government di<l not admit 
terrorist prisoners to be political prisoners. ^ 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, no. There is no 
such thing as that, Sir. Of course, I do not know what that resolution 
about political prisoners is, but as far as this is concerned, the (juestion 
can be debated at the time when the budget comes up. 

Mr. SPEAKER:. There is the only pcnnt alxiut urgency. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is in normal course 
that the clurnge of policy has been announced. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is one thing whiili I want to say in this 
connection. The resolution of Mr. Satya Priya Banerji deals with the 
Defence of India Act prisoners and other political pri.souers. If this 
resolution includes tlie lontention of the mover of the adjournment 
motion, then the motiim cannot cnune up for tliscussion. It is only on 
the basis that the revsolution does not include his contention that this 
motion may cM)me up. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit that my motion relates 
to a matter entirely different from what Mr. Satya Priya Ikinerji had 
in view when he gave notice of re.s(dutiun No. S. As you will be 
pleitsed to notice fisim the short statement that I have submitted, I 
intend to criticise tlie present decision ot tlie (Toveriiment ot Bengal 
as announced in tlie press communi(|ue. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It means the decision of Government not to 
release the prisoners. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Not even with conditions. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not to pursue the policy of November, 1939? 

Vi 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is it, Sir. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It does not really mean release 
unconditionally or forthwith. It i.s a position in which Government 
has resiled from their own deelare<l policy. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I our point, so far as this motion is (smcerned, 
is that while you do not in any way enter into tlie tiuestion as to 
whether the prisoners should he unconditionally released or not, you 
say that the policy of w)uditK>nal release should not he chan^’ed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Yes. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Naziniuddin, have you ^ot anythinjr U> say on 
this issue? As I understand it. the motion of Mr. Satya Priya lianerji 
relates to the uiKM^iditional release of the fvolitical prisoners forthwith. 
The posit ioii is tliat there is a polic'y of (rovernment whicli was 
decLared, namely, they were prepare«l to release certain prisoners under 
certain condition''. (To\ernment. f<ir reaMUis of their own, have now 
chan^^ed their policy and said that they are not prei>ared to al)i<le by 
their old decision, and luixe ma<le a new jHilicy, n:., not t4) release 
the prisoneis. I do iu)t enter into the discussion as to whether you 
are ri^^ht or wron^. All 1 want to siiy is that supposing? a nuin f'onsidera 
that this chancre of ixilicy is of such im{H)rtance as reipiires a discussion 
in this H Olive tlien what will he the attitude of (i^)vernment ? As a 
matter of fact, (f4)vernment themselves consider it suffit'iently emergent 
siiK'e they liave isoied a press c-ommuni(|iie (Tries of “hear, hear”, 
from the ('on^''ress Benches.) 

Th6 Hon’blo Khwfljfl Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government only 
announced it 1)\ a press ('ommuni(|Uc, because they thou^fht that there 
mi^ht he some mi^understandinj:. This (piestion can be discussed by 
means of a special motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Anyway, the only thinjr in bar before us is the 
motion of Mr. Satya Ib’iya Banei ji. But it seems on jroin^ throujifh 
in details that cannot stand in the way. There mav he <lifl*ereiK'e of 
opinion on the fHiint as to whether tliis is <in uiyent matter or not. 
But it is entirely a matter as to how one looks at it. The iiuestion 
of a man hein;: released from prison is a matter which may lejritiiuately 
be considered as of very jrreat ur^'-eiu'v. If (fovermneut chancre their 
policy and if a jirisoner is released a day earlier, it means personal 
. liberty to a man at an earlier dat«. (Tiies of “liear, hear” from the 
Congres.s Benches. ) 

I bold that the motion is in (uderand I would ask the House whether 
the honourable meml>er has the leave of the House to move bin motion. 

Is there any objection? 


The Hofi’ble Khwaia 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes Sir 
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Mr. tPEAKIR: I will then request those honourable members 
who are in support of the motion to rise in their seats. 

(The requisite number of members having risen in their seats in 
support of the motion.) 

The motion is admitted and I fix 6 p.m. to-day as the titne for taking 
it up. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, will you 
kindly consider this fact tlwit we have got only one day a week for 
non-official business, and postpone the discussion of this motion till 
Monday next? 

Mft SPEAKER: I believe, this mutter is considered to be of such 
urgency that even the non-offichil resolution might stand over. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Bangal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941. 

The Report of the Select Ck)mmittee of the Bengal Markets Regu- 
lation Bill, 1941, was then presented. 


Bengal Pure Food Bill, 1940. 

The (ui interim report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Pure 
Food Bill, 1940, was then presenteil. 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 

Gumti embankment and prevention of breaches. 

Mr, MAQBUL HOSAIN: Sir, I lieg to move tliat this A.ssembly 
is of opinion that immediate steps should be taken up by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to frame a lomprehensive scheme to prevent breaches 
of the Gumti river embankment. 

^ osnrJhr ^stfwn 
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^ ^ I JTWtIt ww rtr® •ttfl 

^TOnrs c^ rt yg t ff ^stwt^ to di¥ ’jm to 

1 ^ ^ 

^3T? 5^1^^ ^?n rt?rt^ I csttarj^v Itit ^stfinn 

CT ^ 5 f 5 tc 5 ftrpi fi^ 3 (Tfftit’sr ‘mi toi, cTO^rtft, 

(TOf*Rm, 5tf^, crmi *nSwff^ «f1TO3 TO 

jjlftsi I 3FrtTOi ^5^r?iT"t ^tPl ^lf^?n ® 5 ’rts^ ^ 

TOTOt f?pstm ^ S^trrrt^ ^ 75^ ^ 'ii^: 

^Tt«m ^ 73^ ^<^TOnr m ^ '®nTO 'jtiTOf 

n;<Ji ?fiF I =1^ pT5rf?«i Tm ^ S^rt^Tt^ TOn 

TOtsT 5r*n, 'snfe^ 1 JirOTr ^n#hr 

^■pryt^ ’imi iiftyss wr ®r5 c^ttsrft wi 

T^T'3 •T'^t? TTT^^ ^^'«ltf^ ^r*FI ®^*(l C*I 

^5tT1 — “This Council recommends to the Governor in 

Council that immediate steps V)e taken to protect from damage by floods 
the areas of land on the two sides of the Gumti river in the district of 
Tippera between Bibirbazar and Jafarganj/’ 

c^rf^ ftnr '^twt^*n ¥finn w^tn 

(TR 1 

TOp ?^nsT 9nnriftft tfTO tor i 
^ tft^ TOT ft: ^ trsftpl 1^7*1 TOR I TO ^C TO^ rt 
tfTOft TO 5 tTm:^ ; ftni TOTOir r!rr^ 

tfftjTtOT CTO TO1 T?n ^ CTOs ‘TOH^T TO^ tpr^TO m 
m ?r?r 3 TO iii:'^ Tfrtr? ^ TOtmTO tfftsftft ^- 

’TsBi Sm TiiTO 3m TOi fmrftsf (TT '^rro: ^itTO ?pTOf 

«rffi3T TOTft ’sTOi 7ftr?R I fri, ft">t3 TO 'itTOi 

^ ’ITO *43 {TI CTO^ ^*^. 3 ^ TOr*R, fro^ 3 TOhto 

4 ftm *^ 3 ?n Jtctoi Tftm itTOi Ttrtr TO*f 3 to 

tpTOR TO 7ftC3Cip ^ I C'tfr?t 3tTO TO?! ^ 

fSrpi^rfTO c?r ft^ ’»rf3 ’itfVj 5tc3C^. 3tc3 ftr^ fr3fi?T *R 

’T? TOlftlR ^tf 33 g ^ C ' 5 Cg 3t7l TOto? CTOr^ft^t^T ^TOTO WI 5 

facts and figures 7\7 5«tf%3 TftrTO I Indian Civil Senrioe<i|f 
Jfr. J. E. Webster^jjl JBfr^tem Bengal District Gaietteilf Tippera edition 
rtc3 ^ TOn fro^S^ 7ftc3f|— 

Again in 1784 there were floods and the embankment alwg tha 
Gumti gave way. The Resident wrote;— “The depth of water in anjr 
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part of the parganas is not less than 10 feet, and in many parts is 20 
feet. The memory of men does not furnish an instance of such floods”. 
Maherkul seems to have suft'ered worst. At the time the only measures 
taken were to stop collections and repair the embankment, but in the 
following cold weather the rahi crop failed, and the people were left 
starving; 1,500 were fed daily by the Resident, but he e.stimated that 
7,000 people died of the famine, and that 12,000 had gone away to other 
parts in search of relief. 

In 1788 the Gumti embankment was breached, and the Resident 
complained of the difficulty of repairing it; the price of coarse rise rose 
to 23 seers a rupee, which was considered abnormally high, and the 
Collector of (’hittagong sanctioned agricultural loans and temporary 
remissions of revenue to “meet the dreadful state of t^he district” and 
restrictions were ])laced on the export of food grains. 

In 1794 Gumti embankment burst again, causing much damage, and 
the Resident proposed that it should either be levelled or tliai perma- 
nent gaps should be made in it to allow the water to escaj>e gradually 
when it passed a certain height. 

Heavy floods in September, 190f), breached the (iumn embankment 
and damaged much of the standing crops, and eventually onh a lO-anna 
crop of winter rice wa.s reaped, Distres.s was, however, confined to 
the poorest class of i)eople 

The only embankment in the district is the (iiimti embankment. 
This consists of two earthen banks on either side of the (xumti river 
from Bibirbuzar where it debouches into the plam.s to Jatarganj, a 
distance of 29 miles. 

, At one time breaches in this embankment were so frequent and so 
disustnms that its abandonment was suggested, and as an alternative 
the north embankment from Stdanul to Jatrapur was lowered in 1893 
so as to allow an easier exit to the waters in high flood. Even so the 
river level <luring the rams is considerably aluive that of ihe surround- 
ing country and breaches of the embankment are infrequent. * 

In 1909 the emiiankment >\as breached in several ])laces. and serious 
damage was caused to crops over large tract.> of country. The inunda- 
tions caused by the breaches at Subarnapur about 4 miles above 
romilla and Edbarpur, about 8 miles below ('omilla, were specially 
destructive. It is saiil that with the extension of cultivation and the 
clearing of the sloj^es in Hill Tijipera the fl«K)ds come down with even 
greater rapidity and violence than formerly. In 19l(t Mr. ('. A. White, 
Sui>erintending Engineer, was deputed by Government to report on the 
embankment. ^ 


<?( wt ^ rtrs 
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I not? :>o^ 

ferm tU*jT5? ?tc 3 ^ ?t? c? (5 nCTt ?nn ^oo nftn ttn i 
VO ?< 3rf^n tTut? n^nn ?^ ? t f|n i ®vl 

nnrt? ^^f?3rt«f 6 ?f*F in?n ?f%?i ‘5to*t"cn«t estimate rtr® ) 

^ ?T?i (5 ^tf?c<f? trc*jt5? ?t? c? ncn? nnrt? cn^- 

^W? ng I 

^IJOV nc^? ?«tTt^ n?^ffl estimate VO.OOO frtm 
?f%?n ??] r? 9 t^ (vide answer of question of 28 th February, 1939 ). 

^ 50^5 n^? ?JTTt? cTtu?it^t vfM? 2 i^fn?n 7 T? 

77 e I ?f^* vft^ c?Tn^. nlTpf^, 

*tf»f?n •it ou?: Wn iisfn 

nf*?tf^ l n^rjrt^hr, ?f? 5 T “ftn?? 

vfiTT^T iK‘ ?fnpF 5 ?f^: vrnrt? nfi? 5 ?t?tn 

^SPhr:^? wf 5 T r^?rt%T! ^M^^l^:)It> S’* 

tUtIUs? I ) J 5 f?sf cvf^, c^ffsi^ nnn 

w«frT 5 nn ;f?rr?j ^?n ; c ?f:?i Swm *n^t yr » 7 fr?tfe i nft 

ncThni o! ^ntiTT S15T5 — 

“The. matter has already }>eeM examined by tlie experts of Govern- 
ment and the oonstmetion ot an escape on tlie (tumti bank witli the 
object of disp(^sin^^ ot a portion of the HoojI utid ^ivinjf some relief to 
the affected area, is undei consideration/’ 

‘lOlh September, 1937 . 

“Measure*, to stop the occurrence of !>reaches are under considera- 
tion.” 

28 th February, 1939 . 

“A survey was made vith a view to examine the projiosal of 
escape.’’^ 

23 rd March, 1939 . 

“I propose. tr> (duain the views of members of Itotli Jbmses of the 
Legislature repie.senling the aiea concerned at (’onference to l>e held 
cu the 2 ()th December. 193 !» ” 

IfMh December. 1939 . 

’rt^ir 3r#t a? 5^ rta npr<i o»f5fvj SfJrife of 

strjt c'tfs^? =f?if?r 

<?R 5 i vw^rspr, sTfST^t fkors^i ^fjcsR tf*f>f^ 

*fftw Jiinrr^fc-w wjrsrs ^rm «Rr om 

<trt dt vf^ry y ^rr 3 rr«r;T 7n i ^♦ fS nr ruj i a »<»■«!» 
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tfrt I ^ ^ 

^finn ^ Tfif I <ii?p<fi ^rfir ctt wTt=!r c’fprftft tot i 

:)3>o^ oozi ^ — 

“Breaches occur almost annually and some damage is caused to crops/* 
tji^ t|1^ (71 »m ^ firo 

^l<fT 1 (Tfir^ 5^ f^r^rs ^ c-str^ ^t's.nfhr 

(iioTt^t^ ?nF ^ uiroiu 3tr3 ftr^ fiprtii 

«R>i ^ I 

T^Tt'i' c^tTr^t^f otftTn (71 '®r*i5^ 

^?f ^^(1 (TTC^ •<! I m ^!lt^ 5fTt^l ’m 5^ ^CTT ^15 I 

^ ^W? nt^. ^'1 7t?n f^mtrw i ^ 

rt?n f^ti:^ I ^rtw '«r»jfi‘*'r, rtsit? c^iTitr 

^irtfft^ I ^51 

<lr21 ^il f^f^ f??ltff I 

^jrsniTni ^Tt5ti7rni w*^! u^t3 <71 tptti u^uliu 

'■rgij’ff ^3 I ^rT(7T ^<U5 ^Itfirsitf^ 

(71 “tf^ flnnrt^ ^\zPn ^ 

:)C\ frm (7f3?i I n m r < t ^ ^ 4i«i o,ogck ^ 

op^' ^f^nrt^ ^rtTf^rr o^i«>'0 (?^3Ui i 4l*t 

0.008s iPr\ «r?Rrtf% ntrm ^ W%r'3 ^6^ (ts^ 4r«t 

fei fr^fi ^tu3 nti; ^ I ^SPnnTis 

(Tf'STTI U^UtCU, I Crop loan test reliefij^ (TFt^ ^7m ^ 

r^usz^^ ^ I ?rti (Ti fV 3ttn 

(S t ft ' CM "tf!^ fir^nn Sd I ^foPR ’Pni ^nrt^ ?tr3 ^ 

♦ttG^ ^*lti^5, ftfl, ^1t3^ ^Ittr^CU ^ I (71 (Tlt^ 'G 

^fvirtfe >ltTtT7rRr IRT r%7ltcu 3lTtl7»^ '«(CVC«S 

TGTiti:^ 3 ’PTT ^rf%r3^ : fVi. ^otr<^ 3t5im 

'iJ’R y ^ li lT T^ I ^r?7Ftft ’TtUtJIT ftTl <lt?*f ’FfeS ^ I 3t^ 

^5tl7R ^t! 771 I 

C’tt^ fel ?Rn ^ I ( ^ ) 1 

{^) fSff^ ’rt#r 3 wr (o) ^4f^'3 '^rspsi i 

^ (7rt>RWl7R -5tWl ^Q?T 3 WfiPFt?! 4^ 

i ^5typn?r^«ni 7tr3 -sfo^i'rar*^ tfft ^ 

^ finn I fiFi, ^t<f T*Ft^ (TFtsT «rmi ^ffirrsci^ ^ i 's 

^tc*nr 5»r3ftF5 WT wi $wt^ ^ wsuanni i ^nrftFs '•iww <7t*tw 
^ ^ (7F ftr<? 
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TtSOT 

rttfJhr ’T^p^rfOT wMiJ^iI^ i 

♦tfiR? ^ffarfir ?rst^ tnr«r rtc^ ’VftcfsT i 

Mauhri ABDUL WANED : ’rm, ^TSftt^ 

I 

That tha word “should,’' iu line 2, of resolution No. 1 after the 
word “steps” be deleted. 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: Sir, I accept the amendment. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed was then put and u^rreed to. 

Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the (iuinti 
Embankment is th^ problem of all problems that have been facing the 
middle and north-west Tippera for a long time, (iovernment’s approach 
towards this all-engrossing problem has hitherto been very unsatis- 
factory and particularly dilatory. I have every doubt if (Government 
can at all realize the full gravity of the situation brought in every year 
by the floods during the rains. Every year the embankment gives way 
in some places. Enormous loss to property, crops and lives has been a 
matter of annual recurrence. Agitations, discussions, apiiUcations and 
supplications have been ina<le from all possible quarters but (Government 
do not appear to be serious iu tiie matter. Tinkering attempts, though 
made at times, do not touch even the fringe of the problem which is so 
vast and so serious. It is high time that (Government should take up 
courage in both hands and come out with a bold and definite scheme for 
ita solution without any further delay. The situation has reached its 
breaking point. The major portion of the district of Tippera stands 
the risk of being depopulated if no effective and remedial measure is 
put into operation within a short time. It is understood that this 
standing menace has been under the consideration of the (Government 
for about a quarter of a century, but it is highly regrettable that within 
such a long period of time (Government have not l»een able to come to a 
definite decision as to bow best to tackle the menace. Fat-salaried 
experts and extra-experts are maintained by the Government at the cost 
of the public, -but it is deplorable that the.se gentlemen also have not 
succeeded to present a definite and concrete scheme. Suggestions at 
random are of no avail. 

Sir, last year there was a joint conference held in the Secretariat 
presided over by the Hon’ble Minister in charge and attended by the 
departmental experts and M.L.A.’.s and M.L.(J.’s representing Tippera. 
It was. decided that the total knocking-off of the embankment would be 
a better lolution than to extend and strengthen it. Since then, more 
than a year has rolled by, and much water has ffown down the Gumti, 
but the problem stands where it was — rather in a more acute form 
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year. Of course, it was also discussed that certain survey and observa- 
tion would have to be made. We do not know if anything has been 

done towards that direction^ During my budget speech in the last 

session I raised this point, but no reply was made by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge to throw any light on the question. 

Sir, one shudders to think of the devastations caused by the floods 
brought in by the breaches in the embankment this year. Sir, you 

cannot fully realise and draw a picture in your mind’s eye, unless you 

see with your own eyes the scene of havoc and ruinations left by the 
flood in its train. This year there occurred breaches in the embank- 
ment at Galabari, Kahetura, Bur-buria, (’hhaguria, Raghunathpur, 
Bighnabad and Sibnagar. Unions Amratoli and Panchthubi within 
police-station Kotwali, Unions Shalonal, Bakshiomul, Burichang, 
Rajapur, Shahebabad, Shashidal, Chandla, Madhabpur, Brahmanpara 
and Bharilla within police-station Burichang; Unions Jafarganj, 
Barkanta, Dhamti, Gunaighar, Subil, Debidwar, Fatehabad and 
Barasalghar within police-station Debidwar have been affected by the 
floods. Some of these unions have been worst affected. Total area 
affected would be roughly 100 square miles entailing a damage to crops 
and properties of about to 30 lakhs of rupees in round figures. 
Besides this the floods caused more or less damage to some unions in 
police-stations Muradnagar and Kasha. 

Sir, when the breaches occurred fir^st the roaring sounds of the 
lushing waters dashing from the river down to the lower plain would be 
heard from one or two miles off. The whole affected area was a vast 
sheet of surging waters intervened only by houses and trees floating 
here and there. People and cattle have to be shifted from the worst- 
affected area to other places for shelter. The crops were totally wash- 
ed away, not leaving even a green blade of grass floating in the fields. 
Kahitura breach presented a peculiar phenomenon. Some drones of 
lands beyond the breach have been converted into a veritable desert 
by deposits of hilly .sands. The tanks in the villages near the breach 
have been filled up with sands, thus rendering them quite unfit for use. 

Sir, in these our untold miseries and sufferings, the only rSdeeming 
feature was that we got a sympathetic (’ollector in Khan Bahadur 
Kalimuddin Ahmed and an energetic Subdivisional tlfficer in Mr. M. R. 
Sarkar. Both of these officers set to work with the zeal of a reformer 
and the self-denial of a hermit. They went out to the affected areas 
even during heavy torrential rains and stonns without looking to their 
personal comforts and solaced the distressed people and made better 
aiTangements for them by supplying them with rice and other eatables. 

I am sure these officers will remain evergreen in the grateful recollec- 
tion of the people of the North Subdivision. Comilla, and 1 mention 
this here as I feel, if the (»fficers had not worked so hard as they did, the 
8ikA*>rings and distress of the people would have known no bounds. 
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In conclusion, I can only reiterate that it is almost criminal on the 
part of Government to have left the problem unsolved so long. I urge 
upon the Government on behalf of the distressed j>eople to find out aome 
definite scheme and to put the same into execution by the next dry 
season. I fake this opportunity of informing Government that the 
money allotted for gratuitous relief, test relief and agricultural loana 
is not adequate; more money should be found for the purpose. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I rise to support 
the resolution moved by my honourable friend Mr. Maqbiil Hosaiu. My 
friend has already stated the extent of damage done by the Gumti floods 
from year to year. To thi.'^ .situation the attention of the Government 
was drawn as early as 19 Hi and, over 2o years ago, with a view to build 
certain protectiiie embankments and for improving the condition of the 
Gumti embankment Government proposed to enter into certain nego- 
tiations with His Highness the Maharaja of Hill Tippera. But, Sir^ 
even to-day this enibankmeiit has remained without any repair, and 
during tlie last five years the present Government also have done 
nothing and, I am afraid, have not fulfilled their rosy promises which 
were made by the Hou'ble Ministers from year to year about improving 
flood prevention measures. Sir, it was stated as early us 1917 that 
although the flood conditions in Western Bengal received perhaps a 
little more attention due to the proximity of the capital, the cry of the 
flood-stricken people on the Gumti hanks has remained always a far, 
far cry, so far as the prospect of getting any redress is concerned. After 
a lapse of a quarter of a century when much wafer has flown under the 
bridges all over India we find that t(»-day we have come here during the 
regime of a Ministry, supposed to be a poimlar Ministry, which haa 
already had made certain promises about improving the irrigation 
system for the purpose of mitigating the ravages of flood and so on and 
so forth (jumti continiie.s to overflow and work its havoc 
year after year. I hope at least this time os a result of this matter 
being brought to the notice of the Government, Government will not 
tail fo take energetic steps to give remedy and redress. 

Sir, to-day we are hearing about famine conditions and scarcity due 
to failure of crops often times on account of flood. Sir, when flood 
and famine actually play havoc there is a crying need for relief work 
and the resources of Government, we are told, are not always equal to 
meet the demands. Only the other day we were informed by the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister that in certain places where the whole land 
submerged under water and the pe^»ple were suffering from acute 
distr^s, it was not possible for Government even to undertake test 
relief work or other relief measures seriously because of the difficulties 
existing there. 
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Sir, once these conditions which bring about flood and famine 
consequent upon flood are allowed to continue, it is no good Govern* 
inent coming forward year after year pleading inadequacy of its 
resources. Sir, from the accounts which we get from the earlier 
records we And that the Gumti flood has resulted in as many as 12 to 15 
thousand people migrating from the Gumti banks to other areas in 
search of relief and shelter. To-day we know that the flood conditions 
in all these areas have become so acute that it is not possible for Govern- 
ment to meet the needs adequately by giving gratuitous relief. When 
we are confronted with the situation of devastation due to flood, nothing 
but gratuitous relief is called for and Government flnds its resources 
absolutely inadequate. If they had, instead of tinkering with test 
relief work, taken timely step with a view to put these embankments 
under repair, where necessary to reconstruct them on, a new plan, to 
tackle and prevent this menace of flood, 1 think, Sir. these crop failures 
might have been to a very large extent prevented, and the extent to 
which by timely precaution these crop failures would be prevented, to 
that extent the people would gain protection against ravages of famine 
consequent on failure of crop. 

Sir, here from the eastern part of the province comes the cry of the 
afflicted people who suffer from time to time as a result of the Gumti 
flood. Let this be an eye-opener. The Hon’ble Minister has only got 
to make a cursory perusal of the older records of the legislative proceed- 
ings and debates. Information given by the earlier members of Govern- 
ment will give him a very good account, will be illuminating and 
informative to acquaint himself with the great damage the Gumti flood 
usually works out. This problem indeed needs the immediate atten- 
tion of Government. 

I, therefore, rise to support this resolution and, in conclusion, I 
hope that after a period of 25 years which has elapsed, since Govern- 
ment actually took note of the ravages of the Gumti flood, had actually 
made promises, had actually entered into negotiations with the Maharaja 
of Tripura, might come a new era now and we may see the fulfilmont of 
unfulfllled pledges and may say that this Government in its enterprise, 
in its intiative is perhaps a little better than and different from its 
predecessor. Otherwise, Sir, it means merely the same old scourge with 
a new garb, l>eoause the same old policy of inaction is there, allowing 
the people to perish for sheer want of timely preventive measures. 

Mr. AtIMUDOIN AHMEDt 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is only one minute left for the adjournment 
motion'to be taken up. I suggest that you speak on the next day. 
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Mr. NIMARENDU DUTTA MAZUMOARt May the honourable 
m^iaber hand over this (bolding out « massive volume) to the Hou^ble 
Minieter so that he may get the information.^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, there might be a riot. (Laughter.) 

Adjournmant motion* 

Or. NALIHAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I beg to move 
that this Asaenibly do now adjourn to diw'uss a dehuite matter of urgent 
public imjiortunce and <»f remit oirurrenre, namely, the decision of 
Government to withdraw for the present the concession of premature 
release of terrorist prisoners under ininditions as announced through a 
press cominuni(iue issued on 1^8th of dul\, 1941, and published in the 
newspapers on the 29th of July. 1941. 

Sir, it is not with an intention of raising acrimonious discussions 
that I bring before this House a motion of this character which relates 
to the liberty of a large number of our young men. 1 move this motion 
with all the eiufdiasis that 1 can command and probably the House will 
permit me to recall just hrieHy the history of the ijuestion of release of 
terrorist prisoners, whom we call political prisoners, under certain 
conditions. 8ir, the question of release of these young men has engaged 
or had engaged the attention of all parties, jiractically all progressive 
parties, during the last general election that sent us to this Legislature. 
Thereafter. Sir, after prolonged discussions between leaders of public 
opinion a^vOovernment, Government had ultimately come to the detd- 
sion of gradtmlly releasing them, particularly as and when Government 
would lie advised hy an Advisory C\mniiittee to release them either with 
some condition or without some condition. In November, 19d9, 
Government issued a resolution detailing the whole policy that Govern- 
ment proi>osed to follow in this connection. In that resolution which 
was dated Kith of November, 1939, and probably published on the 14th 
Noveinber, the following day, which has been mentioned in the recent 
communique, Government reiterated the whole policy as adumbrated as 
early as September, 1938. That fwliey consisted in a definite decision 
that Government were not pre|)ared to exercise a general or indis- 
criminate remission of sentences, but Government decided to exercise 
a reasoned clemency based on careful scrutiny of individual cases. An 
Advisory Committee was thereafter constituted to go into individual 
cases. Certain steps that were taken accordingly were also mentioned 
in the communique of November, 1939, and Govemineat announced 
ultimaifly that out of 457 terrorist prisoners in ja|l when the present 
Ministiy took office. 218 had been released either on enpiry of their 
terms of imprisonment or as a result of various deg^rees of clemency 
shown by (Jovemment on their own responsibility. Of the renfkining 
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239 case# referred to the Advisory Uommittee Government decided to 
release unconditionally 149, on condition 43 and to g^ant remissions in 
7 cases, while they also at the same time decided that no clemency 
should be shown to 40 prisoners. The total number of prisoners proposed 
to be released on condition was 55 out of whom 15 in course of a few 
months accepted the condition and by the 13th November, 1939, there 
were 40 prisoners of that category in the jails in different parts of the 
province. 

Sir, Government then definitely issued orders that these prisoners 
would be released at any time on accepting the conditions prescribed by 
Government. These were the words actually appearing in the Govern- 
ment resolution, and there was not a word or a suggestion that there 
was any possibility of Government at any future date withdrawing or 
resiling from this position, ^ 

There were certain circumstances thereafter following as a result 
of which it was not possible either for tl»e Government to release them 
unconditionally or for these young men to sign the declarations required 
of them. Sir, it w'as unfortunate, unfortunate more for the young men 
than of course for the Government, because it was they who were 
sufferng inside the prison bars. Negotiations for withdrawal of the 
conditions went on and public opinion also was mobilized and it w’ould 
not possibly he unfair for me to recall the great services of our illus- 
trious countryman Sri jut Subhas Chandra Bose in that connection who 
organised a series of public meetings throughout the various parts of 
Calcutta and the province demanding release of these prisoners in 
particular and political prisoners in general. A hunger strike followed 
and thereafter some kind of assurance, which I know Sir Nazimuddin 
w’ill deny, was obtained from him, as a result of which the hunger 
strike was given up. It was then informally agreed that after the 
hunger strike was withdrawn, their cases would again be gone into. 
Things thereafter came to a deadlock and it will not possibly be going 
again beyond my liniits if 1 recall how under peculiar circumstances 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose who was then one of the members t of the 
Advisory Committee and his collegue Mr. I.alit Chandra Das withdrew 
from the Advisory Committee. vSir, the situation thereafter remained 
more in public attention and Government probably slept over the ques- 
tion for a pretty long time. When, Sir, I had the good fortune of 
being clapped inside the Alipur Central Jail a few months ago I dis- 
covered that things were pretty serious. I found that some of these 
young men were almost on the point of going on another strike, a 
prolonged hunger strike and they claimed that if their countrymen were 
not prepared to think of them, if Government which called themselves 
a popular Government were not prepared to treat them in a manner in 
which even Naii Government would not do, it would serve no useful 
purpdae for them to continuously hang on to the jail and take some 
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ratioas from the public expenditure. Thereafter, I proposed to them 
whether they were at that stage also prepared to co-operate with us in 
the matter of setting in motion the wheel of gradual release which was 
the Government’s declared policy. I asked the Superintendent, Col. 
Das, who was in office, if he had any suggestions to make and he said 
that Government orders were already with him to release these boys 
at any time that they were prepared to dec lare their intention to abide 
by the Government conditions. Even then I asked him to make sure 
after reference to the Government if he could act on the old order which 
was lying with him for a very long time and after 2 or d days, after 
consultation with the Additional Secretary to the Government ol Bengal, 
Home Department, he communicated to me that he could negotiate with 
the hoys and tliat Government was not only prepared to negotiate but 
was also anxious to see that the declared policy of Government is actually 
set in motion. .i^Plter some time, Sir, there were some negotiations and 
negotiations inside tlie jail took some time, because even Sir NaKira- 
uddin’s Government wouhl not allow one class of prisoners to talk to 
or he in communication with another class of prisoners. AVith the 
knowledge of the Superintendent and practically through his channel, 
all consultations Ijave to be conducted. After prolonged negotiation 
the hoys had certain difficulties which they brought to our notice. 
These ditficuifies included difficulties for which consultation with 
Government also was necessary, but placed as we were, it was not 
pos.sible for me to enter into such negotiations and Sir Nazimuddin also 
was unfortunately at that moment out of Calcutta, ritimntely, I 
induced the hoys to accejrt the conditiem. Sir, I am not in a position 
to recount the cin uinstunces intervening between that and the negotia- 
tions, hut ultimately the hoys did agree and eight of them expressed 
their willingne.ss to sign on a Saturday, probably on the 6th April. 
Thereafter, I went to the Superintendent and asked him if he was 
I>repared to release them forthwith. He said : “Yes, Government 
order is final. I can release them to-day, hut 1 will take some time to 
consult Government over the service of Intelligence Branch officers^ 
because they have to keep watch on them.” I asked the Superintend- 
ent if Intelligence Branch (ifficers could stop their release. He said : 
“Certainly not, because Government order was final.” Thereafter, the 
boys were asked by me and they went to the office and signed the 
declarations. The declarations were to the effect that the lK)ys would 
keep non-violence and that they would ned join any subversive move- 
ment. This declaration was given and they were expected to be 
released on Monday following. Then, Sir, on Monday morning I was 
informed — the Superintendent could not have the courage to inform the 
hoys when the boys asked him — he said : do not know when they 

will be teleased” and he told me that he had got a letter from Govern- 
ment, a special letter, not an official communication but an unofficial 
letter addressed to him by Mr. Porter advising him not to act ^ the 
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old order, although at that moment the Additional Secretary was not 
prepared to take responsibility on himself. Thereafter, Sir, the 
Superintendent was asked at my request to go and communicate this 
position to Government and when I found that it was difficult for him 
to communicate I took the opportunity of communicating with the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Government through my wife. 
Mrs. Murshed was spoken to by my wnfe who went to interview me in 
the jail, and she was asked by my wife to speak to the Chief Minister, 
because I was not allowed to say what it was that I wanted the interview 
for. It was not permissible under the Jail Code. I simply asked my 
wife to tell Mrs. Murshed to speak to the Chief Minister who was then 
in charge of the portfolio to once come to the jail for God’s sake, 
because it was a very serious matter. It did not concern me personally, 
hut it was Government’s own prestige and policy that were involved. 
The Chief Minister assured that he would be coming, but ultimately 
something intervened — Dacca riots or something like that — and he 
could not make time to come, although I was informed that he would 
be coming and— probably it might be that I am giving out a secret 
which I do not like to—Mr. Porter wanted the Jail Superintendent to 
tell him why I was wanting to see the Chief Minister. The Superin- 
tendent asked me why I was w’anting to see the Chief Minister, and 
I told him. When the Chief Minister did not come, 1 thought that 
it was probably for this reason that he was not allowed to come. 

Anyway, Sir, that was the state of affairs. Thereafter, 1 found 
that it was a (question of life and death not only to the boys who 
actually signed but also to others who were gradually liaving confidence 
in Government to get along with the (xovernment’s declared policy. 
On my release I immediately communicated this matter to the Home 
Minister and also coiuniunicated this to the Chief Minister and I found 
that both of them, although they were sympathetic, thought that the 
mternatioual situation having so develoj>ed and the war coming nearer 
at ha&d it was difficult for the Government to act up to the old order. 

1 submit, Sir, that Government has entirely misunderstood the 
effect of release of these boys. The effect of the former policy of 
release has so far been healthy Iwth on political and economic grounds 
for the province of Bengal. Terrorism has definitely been under check 
and not one of the old terrorists who w^ere released has been found 
to take jiart in any overt act of terrorism or spreading the cult of 
individual violence. Government in that respect, I submit, Sir, is 
following an entirely sboft-sigbted policy. It is for Sir ^aaimuddin’s 
Government to rise equal to the occasion and to take courage in both 
hands and not to be guided merely by the Intelligence Branch or 
administrative officers who have no vision and probably no hoatt. Sir, 
r submit that if the Government depend upon the Intelligence Branch 
afficert and Special Branch officers of the Government, they will ntver 
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be able ta carry on a popular administration in the way that the people 
of Bengal want them to carry it on. Sir, I have had personal experi- 
ence of how the Intelligence Branch Raj and the Special Branch Raj 
is carried on irrespective of Government orders and irrospectivc oif 
Government rules. In my own personal case, Intelligence Branch 
officers stopped my interviews in the jail though there is nothing in 
the Jail Code which shows that they could intervene and stop these 
interviews. If they did it, Sir, they did it over the head of the 
Superintendent. The Superintendent could do nothing. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Srijui NARENDRA NATH DAS QUPTA : 

3^^! il^3 I (7\^ Rcnsf 

311 (Tito* "srift Tin 3nTT 3f I 

(Tf, T5^1 CTtT^n 3fp;^ (TTOTH, (Tl TO l' ^W«ft ' ¥ 

rCTO 5^, ^ 3ffrtrTS ^ 7CTTI I nCTT’CTf 

^Vs TITS Tt I f%l >i3T (TI ^ferTl (Tlt?l '5lo«t^CTC®frir 

srfvri I (Tpjp rC55 frc^ I pTl, 

^ TtT^fi fto to CT 

(TI CTN'^tl Ton sfjinc^ “Tfr (TftT Ttsrtfrfejf 
ft’s*’ii ^ ini^f 3fCT, Ti^ 3^?^^ 9f|^ ^ 

(T^STi Tin (Ti^ ^ TtBr^rp^ to 

TiTttoT ^TYtof toT ^ fin TFtr 3fc?r to ^fitnr 

to^, firi CT tot" artm, ¥titto,Tfto 

n'^ftTT T^fiftn <tT T^ Tmir ctoffin* ^ cr to ftorr ^ftor 
T5T Tn Ton iiiTif^, ntw tottftfftrTT f%tor toi ttts cto 
Sn Tfkis ^tTi ^firc3 ti i fin ^3tto fiim fin^ri 

crfifto CT, c®r*f 3 wlfer toUr ^ 3 to Tfttppft 

Tn m, Stor Ntfenr fiifiro 3 T^•Tto wf3i jn? ^?tprT v’r® 

Tn I ^ ^5tOT TOTi I fv^ ^ Tito TTnrs 

ItoT TiTf*fl TTTfnT Tfi:^ tRs ’fWT to m Tcn CTJ 3fto 

cTtT«h Tfics ’j«ti cTlT ¥€ I ^ to3 ^ toTRi wm ftfTTtT ^<cn:«fei 

tor tor fto%»R I fin, ^ tor 3 cr to ^ 3 tm 

.^fiFTfr 3frf% ^tfTT#T tor (to*fi ttpr, — ^ stilts (iiT^ to tofr 
tor to? I cto 4 tI6 c^ittt ^ c n to tj tos 

toftoR to cto^ tot cto cto 5^ cto tot cTjr (to 

SSr ^ tsftr T1 TfTO to TtoTT Tl I TT Cto! TtTO totT ftft totCR 
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fepr CWfC^ W TOfl^Tt^ ^5^ ^ifWf 

or C5??r 4l6C< ^ c^ft^ ^ i 
^TOJi ^«fi %r <iii tcfepRs^cai ^ i ^fwif 

^ c^«n '^rmi c^ (jm ^ m 

^2?Tt^ ?Tr I c^^C4*f C^ ^ 

^Tt^ ^'^r, ^3^ c^ ^I<l‘iit<f c^ ^ ^ ^ ; 

TO TO c^«tt^ fhn wtfro fro jfe cro ^ ^ i cyjtw 

C3WOT cjtartOT ^ ^ ^ ^ 

5TtC^ (TT^ 'ot^ Tot l>1«Ttfi^ I C3lTtDfT Captainf^ 

^It?!^, '*(t^^l ^TtCT*'i]T W^ CStrtT'^ PfC^tH Tt*yft^ HR(t>r«i|*{l 

I '^rtfif Sir NazimuddinC^ fsTSJt^ >^1^ C^OfT ^t?t^ 

C^ J5* ^CT ^ T1 ^fess^ ^TTO ^5tU5 fr fef% TO ^5tT] 

T^^sf ^WT PtnrC^ ? '^^5Vi)ji , y5Wfe> Un Tt?]»A6i ^ttGTl TtT 

51, •IW Ttwt^rfe^ RiTF ^R&tPr^ 

I 'ilTOtTTtT RcV(.*t^ <il^s '^tc’T ^ ^<1 l*rC'^ 

Trft, Ttn ^fngifer? fe^, Prc^rr tfit 

¥TOJ ft’yrfsr ftin crt^f Tfcrf^, ^ tr^MTotc^ c^*ti 

TOc^. TO Tt^^n -5t^<rTc«fry 

Tf<Tt^ Sir Nazimuddin liim ’TTO TOT ^pTM CTOC^T 

^frrt infif ^ CTO, 1Tf%, •JTOtr TO CTO Sir Nazi- 

muddin^T WtsTtf^ fet^T ,ij^ tpFfT TO TOt^ 

TOT T*ftm ^-stT fro^ I 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 
motion that has been moved by my honourable friend Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sauyal brings before us a very knotty question from one point of yiew. 
So far as the release of political prisoners in Bengal is concerned the 
Congress attitude, as I have understood it, has always been not io ask 
for any conditional release. It may, therefore, be asked why then 
when the Government have withdrawn the proposal of conditional 
release, we should come forward and insist on the continuance of the 
old policy of the Government, namely, to release certain prisoners on 
terms and conditions. As I understand it, it is because the Govern- 
ment has in this case at least eaten up its own words. It is not that 
we are asking the Government to offer conditional release to certain 
prisoners, but that we think the Government ought not to go back 
upon its declared policy. Sir, in the communique of the 14th November, 
Government declared that the case of the remaining 40 prisoners 
still in^ jail, they are not prepared to dispense with the conditions in 
their cases but are issuing orders that they may be released at any time 
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on accepting the conditions prescribed by the Government.” There- 
fore, Sir, Government promised at least to those prisoners who were 
offered conditional release that they might choose their time to accept 
the conditions offered. The whole policy of the Bengal Government 
with regard to the release of political prisoners has been a policy that 
has been not only open to serious criticism, but it is a policy which to 
all sections of nationalist opinion appears to be quite a reprehensible 
policy. These jwlitical prisoners went to jail long before the inaugura- 
tion of the present constitution. When most of these prisoners were 
in the Andamans, they went on a hunger-strike just after the 
inauguration of the present constitution. At that time nobody else 
but the present Chief Minister held out the hopes that their case would 
be very sympathetically considered. That was in August, 1937, but 
since then the (government policy went the wrong way. The Govern- 
ment appointed an Advi.sory Committee not of course with a view to 
release all prisoners, but .still they did not propose at that time to 
withhold any case fr<jm the considemtion of the Committee. They 
placod all the cases before the Advisory (\)mmittee although as I have 
said they had no intention to release a large number of these pri.soners, 
and particularly tlie long-term prisoners. What was the effect? 
When the Government came into jwwer, there were 457 terrorist 
prisoners. Apiirt from 124 pri.soners who had only an insignificant 
part of their sentences yet to serve and the 94 prisoners that were 
released on the expiry of their terms, the C4»ses of the remaining 239 
prisoners were referred to the Advisory Committee on whose recom- 
mendation only 149 prisoner}, were released. 


But (iovernmeut did not consent to release any of the long-term 
prisoners. None ot the Chittagong prisoners was released; none of 
the Inter-Provincial Case prisoners was released; none of the other 
long-term prisoners, again, was released at all. Only the .short-term 
prisoners — prisoners who.se release w^as due within a year or two — had 
been released in pursuance of the Government decision on the recom- 
mendation of the Advisory Ck)mmittee. 

• 

Now, Sir, the Government ought to say why it is going to change 
its policy even with regard to tho.se forty prisoners who were offered 
conditional release. Sir, we know' tliat this Government is going to 
treat very shabbily even the prisoners that have earned their release by 
serving their long-term sentences. Prisoners who were released only 
the other day after long years of imprisonment have been taken away 
from the jail gate and detained under the Defence of India Rules. I 
kn<|w that at least three prisoners who were released from the Dum 
Dum Central Jail after having served full-term sentences were re- 
arrested at the jail gate. Government ought to explain why such 
things should happen and why Government is going to adopt such a 
policy of repression. These prisoners when they were in jail were not ^ 
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surely conspiring against Government, they were not taking part in 
any subversive movement at all. Why have they been rearrested then 
after having served the full terms of their sentences ? It is apparent, 
Sir, that a Government which can treat the released prisoners in this 
fashion will withdraw the terms and conditions on which they offered 
release to others. This Government will of course take shelter behind 
the so-called altered circumstances. But, however the circumstances 
may have altered, how can the Government assume that these prisoners 
were still engaged in any subversive movement when they were in jail? 
Not only that. Those prisoners who have been released but have not 
been rearrested as yet are being pursued by the police in one way or 
another. The police is going to make their life thoroughly miserable. 
What is the use of releasing prisoners if you mean to take them back 
into the jail? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid tlnit is a question which is not at 
issue. Your statement is inconsistent with the motion under dis- 
cussion. You are saying that it is useless to release these prisoners. 
Then why is this motion at all? 

Rai HAREHDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We do not say that 
prisoners should be reletised only for harassment, that is not our point. 
Our point is that these pri.soner.s, when released, ought not to be 
rearrested or harassed. But then the (jovernment ought to explain, 
Sir, why it is going Inick upon its policy declared in NovemWr, 1939. 
With these few words, Sir, I support the motion moved by my 
honourable friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sunyal. 

Mr. tYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in 
rising to supi)ort the motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal I shall 
only refer to two points raised by Sir Nazimiiddin. In objecting to 
the motion, Sir Nazimiiddin referred to law courts. We never have 
the pretension to challenge the authority of the law courts. We know 
that these Iniys have been properly convicted by properly constituted 
law courts and special tribunals, but what my point is that after all 
Government agreed to release them under certain conditions. There- 
fore, the question of their conviction by hiw courts or special tribunals 
does not arise. Then he referred to the circumstances which led the 
Government to alter its policy. We have a right to know, Sir, from 
the Government what are those altered circumstances which led Govern- 
ment to alter its policy. Personally speaking, I do not hold Sir 
Naximuddin responsible for this state of affairs nor do I hold 
Mr. Porter responsible for it : it is the business of the all-knowiifg, the 
alliptmding and the all-powerful Special Branch of the Calcutta Police. 
I Sir, that this Branch of the Calcutta Police csan dictate terme 

to the Hon^ble the Home Minister and to the Secretaries and Deputy 
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Secretaries of Government, and these matters entirely dej^end on tlM 
whims and caprices of some of the officers of the all-powerful Special 
Branch. There mi^ht have been altered circumstances, but this con« 
cerns a solemn promise mode by Government and it is a question of 
confidence in the Government. 

Now, Sir, Government promised to release these prisoners on certain 
terms and conditions, but the latter did not agree to accept those terma 
and conditions. It may be that they considered the question of their 
prestige above all other things, and they did not agree to sign the 
bond. It may Ih* that afterwards on account of altere<l circumstances 
or some pressure from friends they agreed to sign the Iwnd. 

Sir, my next point is that if these 40 men had been released by 
Government, Go\*ernment cx)uld have gained the confidence of these 
men as well as of the public. And even then those forty persons could 
have Wen rearrested after their release and prosecuted under the all- 
powerful and all-pervading Defence of India Buies, piirticukrly rule 
26. Moreover, the release of these men might have had a great 
propaganda value so lar as the Government is (.x)ncerned. But, Sir, 
Government is ]»erhaps afraid that these prisoners, if released, might 
create internal tixjuhle. I ask Government why U it that they 
apprehend tiouble from these men? (J 4111 Government cite one single 
instance of an overt act or of subversive activity from those persons 
who have been released by the present Government? I am afraid 
Government cannot. Sir, if a .section of the population cannot rely 
ui>on the Government on a small matter like this, how can we depend 
upon this Government and the Central (^)vernment as well wdien they 
profess to do bigger thiug.s for India. Sir, I think it is all a (luestion 
of policy with the Government. The policy as had been decided upon 
by Government was that these prisoners should be released: and then, 
when there is no document before Government and no tjase before any 
court of law that these prisoners before their release had had any 
recourse to subversive activities, there is absolutely no ju8tifi(iation for 
Government to keep these per.sons behind the prison bars any longer. 

Sir, I can cite many instance.s in this House to show' that the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister is ab.solutely helpless even though he has 
had the best of intention.s to do something tangible in respect of certain 
political matters. I ran quote here in this House one single hut very 
small incident, and I cite it for the .simple reason that Government 
hare no confidence in the people of this country. I applied some time 
ago for a gun licence, and Sir Nazimuddin had on more than one 
occasion promised to give me one. I am entitled to have one gun, one 
revolver and one rifle. But the all-powerful Special Branch of the 
Calcutta Police reported again.st me and Sir Narimuddin had no courage 
to grant me a gun licence. This is an illustration of the helpless 
position of the Hon’ble the Home Minister and his Secretary and 
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Deputy Secretary ! Therefore, Sir, I would once more ask the Gfovem- 
ment to convince us as to what led them to change their policy. The 
policy of the Government is not a child’s play and it is not merely a 
toy. A child takes up a certain course and changes it the next day. 
But this is a policy of the Government — a responsible Gk)vernment, a 
Government responsible to the people and the Legislature. The 
Government accepted a policy one month ago and after one month they 
change their policy I It might be, as was referred to by Dr. Sanyal, 
due to the international situation. I ask the Government to tell us 
here whether it is the policy of the Government not to take us into 
confidence to save this Government and other Governments from internal 
troubles due to the international situation. You want our co-operation 
to save India from aggression from outside. You say all parties’ 
cooperation is necessary, but when you face facts .you say that you 
cannot do this. You apprehend internal troubles from some young 
men whom, as I have already said, you have rounded up in an hour's 
notice. 

Sir, last of all I submit tliat this Government have no policy with 
regard to the release of political prisoners. They have no particular 
policy and the policy they enunciated they have not followed and they 
stand charged witli the violation of their own promise. 

Sir, witli these few. words I support the resolution of Dr. Sanyal. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to give support 
to Dr. iSiinyal’s adjournment motion which turns upon the release of 
terrorist prisoners before their full term of imprisonment. We do not 
believe that Government do anything haphazardly particularly on a 
most vital question like this. It is true that Government have decided 
to release the prisoners rec*ently and it is expected that their decision 
was based upon an examination of the cases of those prisoners, certainly 
after Government had fully investigated into the cases of those prisoners 
and when they found that it would be innocuous and inoffensive to let 
them be released, they decided upon this course. From this it is 
presumed that when Government decided to release these prisoners 
before their full term has been serve<l out, they found somthing in 
favour of these prisoners. They found perhaps that these prisoners 
had given up their old policy and their old method. They were certainly 
patriots. Whatever type of prisoners they might be, they were 
actuated in the very beginning by a spirit of patriotism, but their 
method was wrong. They did not at that time consider that their 
method was wrong, but subsequently they were fully convinced that 
their method was erroneous and that they should not pursue thrfi course 
again. By their conduct during the time that they had been in prison 
they convinced the Cabinet that if they were set free they would not 
pursue the same method auy more; they have become docile and they 
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would no longer be violent but they would adopt the non-violent creed. 
This much they convinced the Cabinet and, for the matter of that, the 
Hon’ble Minister in cliarge of that particular dep^irtment. He was fully 
convinced that they had given up their old habits, that they had given 
up their old policy and they would not pursue that policy. Being 
fully convinced the Cabinet (aine to the decision that these prisoners 
should be set free on certain conditions. ITa«l the prisoners been as 
stubborn as before they would not have submitted to these conditions, 
they would not have submitted to these undertakings. When they 
wanted to give undertakings to the (lovernment. it showed beyond 
doubt that they were changed men altogether and since the time they 
gave those undertakings up till now they have been in Government 
custody. What has hap[>ened in the meantime wliich has actuated the 
Government to clftiuge their policy of relejise. They have not come in 
contact with the outside world or with the out.si<le people and so they 
cannot he guilty of any suspicion. Hut they have been all along in 
Government custody. Have they dcme anything inside the jail which 
makes the Government take a different coursed If the Government 
cannot sliow that during this time, during the time when they gave 
undertaking up till now they have done siunelhing wliich Government 
consider a gixmnd for not releasing them as they promised, if the 
Government cannot show that they have been guilty of any sucdi thing 
inside the jail during this time, then there is no case made out by the 
Government for taking up a different attitude. When the Government 
committed it.self to a jxdicy of release, let them pursue that policy. 
Let the Government earn the gratitude not only of those unfortunate 
boys who are inside the jail yet, but let them e^irn the gratitude of all 
of us, of all sections of the people. It is a time when we should try to 
combine our.selve.s into one nation. It is a time when all sections of 
the people should com bine together. The.se young Imys may he utilised 
by you even in your war efforts. It may lie to your advantage. So 
why don’t you release themy I appeal to you most earnestly tliat the 
course that you have adopted should be altered, tluit the iMjlicy of 
release^of pri.soners should be continued by you and you shall thereby 
earn the gratitude of all of us. 

Sir, with these few words I support the motion of ‘Dr. Nuliimksha 
Sanyal. 

Mr* JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA • Sir, I rise to support the 
motion that has been so eloquently put before the House by my friend 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Sir, %t the outset I want to tell the House that when the Govern- 
ment puts forward the plea that these are cases of convicted prisoners, 
they should not at the same time lose sight of the fact ihat^ these 
prisoners were deprived of the cherished and precious right of a jury 
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trial. They were not given the opportunity of having the accusations 
made against them being weighed by their own men who knew the 
ways and manners of the people of this country much better. Not 
only they were not deprived of the trial by their own peers, but they 
had a different procedure to what ordinarily apprises the accused in a 
criminal trial. They were never furnished, before the cases were taken 
up or even when the cases were being heard, with the names of the 
witnesses on the plea that the disclosure of the names of witnesses is 
risky to the persons who will come and depose. Neither the defence 
lawyer nor the accused could come to know the names of those 
witnesses. In a criminal trial we are aware that prosecution witnesses 
are examined. Their statements become known to the accused and to 
the defence lawyers. They get time to obtain information regarding 
the status and the veracity of the prosecution witnesses and to give 
necessary instructions to the defence counsel to cross-examine and 
shift the truth. But in these cases witnesses whose ‘names are not 
disclosed, witnesses about whom neither the accused, nor the defence 
lawyers, knew anytliing as to the points they are going to depose, gave 
their deposition and the defence lawyers were called upon then and 
there to cross-examine. I had been called upon and had the privilege 
of defending, if 1 may say so, most of the terrorist prisoners in these 
long-drawn trials and I ''an hear personal testimony to the immense 
difficulties and obstacles in the way of a proper defence. Apart from 
the fact that there were these difficulties we liave also to remember 
that some cases were .so long-drawn as lo last for a year or even to 
run to another year,, With the resources of Intelligence Branch and 
Special Branch Depiirtments, all of them holding their office in the 
Court room in many instances, with their files there, just surrounding 
the Judges of the Special Tribunal, with all the resources, the Govern- 
ment lawyers were engaged in the case. Some of these prisoners had 
to defend themselves with the help of one or tw’o lawyers wdio attended 
the trial throughout 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) • 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I w-as discussing some 
mode of trial and the difficulties in the way of a proper defence. I 
know that the Hon’ble Home Minister will say that after that trial 
there was an appeal to the High Court and that they were convicted 
by a Special Bench of the High Court. We accept that there was a 
conviction, but I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to realise \hat the 
High Court Judges proceed upon records and unless proper facilities 
for defending the accused are granted as in ordinary criminal trials, 
one cannot expect that the defence will be able to make out a very 
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strong case before the High Court. I would, therefore, request tbe 
Hon'ble Minister not to make much of the fact that they are oonvioted 
prisoners. They are, but at the same time it has to be remembered 
what is the mode of their trial. 

In the next place, I would ask the HonTde Minister to consider that 
in all civilized countries every progressive Government accej)ts that 
punishment is not meant as a punitive measure. Punishment is much 
less a vindictive measure. It may be that deterrent punishment is 
called for, but that word “deterrent” shows that they want to see that 
such offences are not committed. The humane theory of legislation 
regarding punishment indicates that jails are not meant to be punitive 
confinement cells. Moreover every civilizeil (Jovernment look upon 
jails as huge reformatories. There they attempt to make them u.seful 
citizens. AVe aW) hear of After-Care Associations. 1 would ask him 
not to forgt»t the.se things, but to take all the.se into consideration in 
shaping a humane policy towards c(»nvicts. The object of deterrent 
punishment has been acliieved. The object rd reformation has been 
achieved the moment the\ agree to the conditions of Government, the 
moment they assure Government that they are going to lead a new life 
and to shun violence. I had the o^vjmrtunity of judging these men, 
the stamina of the.se men, and I can assure the Hon’ble Home Minister 
that if he confides in them and if he treats them sympathetically, they 
will respond w'onderfull\ . They will keep to their words and he will 
have no reason to be .sorry but will have the self-.satisfaction that a 
humane, considerate and .sympathetic polii-y has resulted in relieving 
the Government exchequer of the burden of maintaining so many people 
in jail, and has re.sulted to a greaf l!rtftit fti diminishing the public 
feeling against the Government which this detention ha.s aroused 
amongst the families and relations of tliese people. I would, there- 
fore, si\\ that having once taken a bold policy they have done tlie 
greatest mistake in going back upon it, particularly at this time. 1 
had an opportunity of talking with one of the members who had to 
deal with terrorists, a member belonging to the steel-frame sometime 
ago. •While discu.ssing about what would l>e their future activities, if 
they were released, at that time, I could gather the greatest apprehen- 
aions is that they would be preaching swialism and communism. I aay 
to-day things have changed. Hitlerism has made the British and the 
Russians bed-fellows and now' they ought not to look askance at people 
who may profess any Soviet principles. I think the present is the most 
inopportune time even considering the international situation and 
considering the present alignment of the British Government, to resort 
to a measure like this. 

I tHink there are other .speakers and I do not want to stand between 
them. But may I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister just to exercise a bit 
of his imagittation, a bit of his sympathy, towards the insistent Remand 
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from the public ? Let us not forget that when we have got to 
approach our constituencies, whether it is the Congress Party, the 
Muslim League Party or the I^oja Party, all talk about these people 
behind the prison bars. But after they are returned, when they are 
seated in the Treasury Benches, they ought not to forget, because if 
they forget they will have to repent about it at another time. 

Baku NARENDRA NARAYAN OHAKRABARTY ; 

^ ^ ^ fVf fror 

(?r s 

^ VI I ftv, "ii'fvsi^ 

firso ^ ^tuvf^vi 

^stunr vcv vtvT rnr%itv i ^ 

Ttv c^* vfe c’tor ^ f%f wvtv, 

<?rf1 vrv vr^i ^*1% i ^tv, vr^f 

jfcv ^rfv v<rv cs^cv i v^rv «fYfir5 

R^rrnr 'srvnifi,- vtvr rc^i (?it ^ 

^«rr ’'BfHTvtv ftr^ vir^ri ^tcv< 

^5fCY« (71^ (7f^ ^ ^t-fCV 

I ^jyr^, wf, (7f^ w 

•1l>5Ti?r vcv I vtirfv ^'c?f vu^rflv cvfrv, — 

W^rtv, fror fVv) mfv VI, — ^srtvtiTf^ W?o’ ^“rvcw” i 
(Tifrv c^tv vcv ^«tt$ vcv ^nrf^ cv Wroi 

Rmnr f^- ^-tr^ ? (ttch vtv vi i 

fvcror^ cv^ <7i'^ I vttTvt^ 

TO VI I ^tvnTRi' ^vtvtm ^ ^3 towi, 

fv^ TO fTO»(*h CV?t?R?f I Rtvtm vtv, 'VtVtCW ^VfTOV 
RfiPftCTRT CV>tV ^if%V CV^ I fvOT*^’ (TWV'ilV ^ fV^tVV TO I 

VCR CVffV ^Vl Cit I TOT ^VTOT?, ftcVI Vmr-^TVITOT 

C¥fv vtw^ cvt I iivfcv 'ai^ fvvtfe i <ii^6i 

^ (TOV TOVOTRT ^ '3 ’Va (TfTOV TOfCVV VTO 

fv^ V^CV I 

Rfir^v vcv TO vTOi ^ TOTtTO TO5F cvrrt^ TOHfw S ^i wro v 
TO[I Oli <JMu 35 Rf?*TO Ytv C^MtVf TOT, RfifTH, C!pr, ®«ftV 

vtvftro.RtTOvfr^g-vf^^ ^ TO v?i ftsRft 

(TO TO (TO, 8 vv TOlOTt wvT vir i vi Rfcvtv 

TO TOl ^ CTO TO iivi fITO TO VI I fV5tV TO. V! TO^VI 
¥tC¥ Y’FI VTOV ^TVT tfW^ TO5? 1 TOtW5 RVT ¥lSr¥ 
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vm «Ri ^ ^ 'sir’w (71^ ft?>n Nfir^ifw sitro 

IWJt'f Cf* ®TCS| ftc^'5 I ^ (NW, ’ll 5W ®»Pttwt 

aint to #( toil *lrt ' Af> vSuifI 5^ (5l?’c*r8 OT^K^ 5CT Nfft 

¥ftr nW' 9 <rt 4^ ^ if7‘t I gtyw c ^ Niw'ir wsti ^rf? 

4^ 5ir, 'sty'tTT (Ti^ vfi M^i'S's vw’ti i ¥fcw^ 4*11^ 

ton «rf?-7n (TtS. tot (t# ton c^. •tt*f ort ’[‘fr i cton ^ito 
OT ^ ^■smc'hf snrr, — NWm wn '«?wm i mycn wrtc*fir «ri, — 
ton ’n ^Ttfe 'croft's rort^i totmr «mr cvtJf Jrtvr^ wl?i 4t 
^irtfirni 'st'sfr ’I's TO »kto «ttotf^ 4^; «ritwi i 

'•itoTOr *n7t R^^^ 5tTO?<i S?f Mj 'ipnn TOTWm c«tcv cwt^ tot vi^, — 
Nt? TOn TtottN TfcwTf Gin'S TOn 5IK v^rtrr, isfiita ^fpnr ’pfim 

cwTOf cTOtir fr;jn (TNnmf 5«f?t ®th toto 

*tiGr in I 4Gn7nt iprros ’f'csr '«Ttw «ft9 g(^ i 4'*'1 ?i 5? i'JTOW Niw 
'3tTO^ 'sf'5f7ft«f1'SI I 451; 4?^ <*(% CTO?l5lm Pn7( ^ t W< (to 

'IT^l'S ?Gf — VTHTS TGt I 44f1Gf (7T^. '•UTO' (7<^, GT^ I 

^fro^rts (tWto '•ftots "Toth's rato — ■ror Tsts ’irtocv« 

•Jfn (7It*f TO? TOTl TOl I '*f1«f Defence of India Rule84V OrtlT# 
to 'sfitTtoTT (Gft TOWcT? "ittomns toi ?rw? 1 'stro^nto 

TPrtT! «Ri '•rwcrn cvgi (tti's ?Gr 1 (stro^Tto itto «rt ^iwm vwi to 
’tR's TRTfi 'strotoif tofTOnsi — 'stro’tto jcro w:s^ f'or' 

'otsf v’gt I »iT5T a JTTtnnr 4^ ur'sn® 5 % 1 wtTO to® 

^tont^ TOi '«r(w '•1ITO '^tTOto cwc’t Sk® 1 4TO 4vf( toftr TOt^ osi 
’(GT »n^ 5(1 c^to (toto w'-tort^t cTGrt® I 4^ to(Tf Tto 

to ^ ^IWCTOlTOfT «TOt?f orCTO j(V, IfflTOI, 4^r; 

TOSf ^nroi vtoi (5^, •rfft wtro (?tcto to tot toft® TOrfti ¥hr 
to t Nito cnroto to toi 'tom or«?r fwtonr «rt fitfro to* 

*WC® ,5t* to W*l^ <*1® ®55 TO*^!:*!**! TO*t?, to to®* to, 
to *iTO®i* TO, to to®* TTt^lTOt* ls*iiTO to ■n'l'soBT *i®*», ’jftto 
•riV-to* TOl®* *to5 ; to— to I ’•ft^ toi >«’ cTO!C5i 

to (to 5 IV c*^ I 

'®tf* to (to fk® 5 t? * 1 — ®ft¥ * l*n » l ft*l TO* 4*^1 

▼to *TO® 5ft *1 ( <*1^ TOftr TOTO TO* #t 'TOfCTft TOTOF *’t& 

'itTO'i fro tor '*itft *TO to — ^▼rtn** cNito® f«.f*® 

*l*C5®s» '>ik>^'rfS ’TO*fi:® 'toC** *%TOit* (TT f6*-*to toto* TOl *C*t», 
®f* Pto 4TOI1* 'TOTON* ®c* f®f* ®ftori tor f®f5t q^- 

if®** cTOsi* to<rt <®i:* ftii* tow toR to*w* i 4TO1* 
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«r!|^ ’nnr >ir*^ *ififft»t» ’njc«f ^tfigrn utef 1 ^ ?ct 

’W’?#? SCTt»p? I •fvfnf cf^ wwnp 1 'qfe ^rartsfir 

'Q nftpt? ’ifln I frf nfror 4t»rcf 1 

HlW tpnWff 'Sfif SlMfl ^ CSC^Cf’T ’•I'iiJlelflu STTT T’or I iFff%, 

▼’cti vj. ^rsiwfft 1 '•TSTOfRt ’TW mw vs '«itc«n, 

trs (?fMT, ^ ‘sft’T, ^ ^tHi, ^ ?’nf ’itc^ I Pf^ ’•it^itfr 

'9*w ftitt, CT CT >r5i-^"nf Hfl'vB cswi c ^ — 

»I»R ’»f% (71 *15' tfl^^T fro I ^ ^ 

»mt * n fry ft «(c^ frcr, ^ Rc^ (swjf 1 

ij ®tT, C5?1 I C«t^ CT^ 

iii» (TT *w 4cnr<3 f? %r, *fR«R Rir, '«it?f?ntw? %i, 

'^Hi f^5T, '^1^!’^ f^, ^rrt^, ^vlv* 

(Tit ▼t’Rl (TTSR ^TWW7 ’WT*!? ^ 

I (JitOni •ihl’tiH *lftTsf TOtR*! (jEtCT? 5^ >F?Rt? I 

^Rn 'Q '4H ^4«i HTPt *1^8 TI? fVcd mt*iC^ '•(H'fltfn 

^miat >iit TNi ^91^ 'BTsrr — “^iRnn (7f*inF stsi^RwRi (s '•ifiPFRt <3 

C8 81*1818 ’FC^R ^ tjRtf^ 8RRl8>Sr8l<t Rr I 8|t8tOT 8l|- 

8H8, ^ilfRrfWR, 'S ■’dm irtc? fro: (nus R^i i ^iwm R t^rm w' 

<7lt, 8(ti(ttW8 R^fW, 9R’lRl, ^RhT*!, ^HI, 5881, 88 ^f88K ti.1l I 

8Tt881 CV891 5tt 0fr*f8 C881 ^Tt8tC88 C8t 8[C8t^ R8 * I 

it58't8«t trtiTf thft ?r8%*R >am c^ Rra ftfi 8ii8t8 f88r»t 

TOm (TF8I 

811818 R»;m 8T8 8tRR ’PRCT 81 wlRrut lilt 88^8 ^ (7f58l 8171 818871 1 
RiR '817T8 888 csJi 8'’r8a wyr^ Rf 88175 8IC88 8i . (TT >881 ^ wiR 1 
<1181 '«11t8\ WiR ^18 '88818 '888d8 ’8«fl I 8881^1 'twWW 881 t(.8C^ C8, 
8 l 5 T 8l ffld <8881 5 8R#WJl8 8l gN% 8 '88818 8RT 8Jp''8T8n '88>, <8t88 
8 |8rt8 f 5^ 8>fl8 ^RrI tr^yR TS'^IR '8lr>fT ’iR're 8f81 (7l8 81 l 885 
t8l t g tt8 C8tl (?t Rf *tl88^— ^ '815185 (71581 88R I 91. 8 8 8 l 8*H8F8 8,518 
W88'8f5lfttC8 8lW#1f5 (?rtC8t8 <1181 8l8lt8f^ *tf8f7f5 *1^11:88^8 8951 '88l8hl 
,8t85P, .llW '81881 ^^818 ^ 81 I RlW 821*1 R <988 •tfi8<tf'8 (7181 Rtunf C8 
8tf«f8|71,fC88 8r4tC9\R (71581 ‘5l58'C8C*t8 *15^ ^858 558 feciUff <981 R 
98t5*tt85T (7818 8i8t8 <981 81828 8F85 T C8(|8 (71 "Rmi, 8l8 981 %• 
8^81818 81981 <9018 981 9*fRTRT 8581 ? 8tt8l 8t08 8t8tC88 «fl8lWI 8585^ 
*^58 881 8tR W88 Rjfl— <99 8tR 881881^ I 8tR ft8Ft8 958 Rfijf C8 
«9NI1 R»plt I 4PR (99815 <1918 9’58t RCS 5# C8 ^1* •H818 88 
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tffepfe ^ I •ii^i tct c«rH 

4tfer?r c^ 

'"rt^ c^ c? (7r C5&t?i srt^ i ^ 

^ ?5T? 0 'ilC^ (3Tr<f^'3t^ itfw«^ 

fro \i^ cbTirf^^, c*i ^mt? ?rt^ 

^c«fi^c«ii — ^sit^ ^rr^n tffepf% ^ tot ^ tot 

^j{, ? ^%Tr m ft I \Bot «r ft iro 

^ cttFifhi mtft, 03^: i5tftftr^ 

ftf ’^ 1 ^ I ft c*fri lift ^ 8 rti?F ? 

ft^PTO'^t c?f^ 5^171 ^r?f T ^i:^— c*f 

«R^«pff% ftift^^v Ft^5T jft?Ft? zn c^ft ft-(^5T^ 

ft ii^ st?i !rr$ ? ftn$ 

00180 yrat>pnr^ tks[ ftj cs^^ qt?i ftcro mi, ffts 

my ^ (Tfct^ ft ^ c^n csft^ 

^ ^71 ft V 'fWTi “cyS^" nft ^1 pvinr 

(yipfw^ '^t Jifw \ ^n, OT yfsyr^ r?:^ vft^ 

00 ^ C 5 TtT tpH TO ft ’Pns" yta? ptTO 

tft^ c^ wg c^t^ yftyy rrro ^ftnr^ to 'stto 
TO ^ I ^/ 2 iKt^. ^ftTOi^ ^nfPi ^ 

^ ?f^ — ^tro irn 

? ^tro ft ftcT 5 Ti V (Tftq ’3^v[;3t?:<(^ i^^lT 

r?7rf5?T ? 'i’^fftft'S Tpi ^ ZIIHI ytWftT 

ftf ? TOt^^ft 5 5 ;t; 5 i ft ^ r fm ^ifr^ 

c^ «n3FftrfkT3 fty'ifti TTifti ft^?:!*; ?}t^H^i 

^ otTO^I yr^^T 771 ?1 c^ ? ^ft ijJT 7;(t?TS? | Jft^Ffttfhn 

«fftt TO (TT-HT^hl ftKif, CTO^ C?TtC^ i;ftl «R-TOft 
"Rt^ ^f%^ ^£t?n 'jQ^ ^ “otoi^ic^ yt*^ ftc7 

FtTF CTOBr^ft^w^ — (yrr.H ^*nfzw^ 

ft^ mu5 (71 w^, jfTiytyl, cn mi «r?j% i 

^ytcygr ytjrP^ c^ i a i Jir yty, fft? ^;c^7r 

«RT -!iPij( ^rtror ?ir y^^tr i ^rmw^ ’Sftc’U^ yw?:i yjTr TOft 
. fro yt?i r<^to ft^f^T! ^^ntm vi^Ti, .iprfei ^ 

>rtTO ftc^fts TO5^ I ^ft ftssftl ’^fir TO ^7tfty?tTO, (ijJ 00 

^ ftnr c?c^i5ir ^ i or oo ®r 

^ ^> 5 , (71 CSl TO% C^ I CT 

^?77 Of 00 ^ ^rt]4cify, ^ ^ 
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(?r «t^<c5ic«t?r ^ ^ I (71^ fe*Rr nnr nc? 

^r%lOT iB»fj ^pssr *ff%ll^ C5lvi cut tr»lsi, <a^ 

ct*Ei+' '^l*i'si fV f ^Thr ®oi ’wtf 

on TOT Sik^ I bt'jvsiitiii ito (Trt p t^i 's w i b^c ^ 

▼W^ilw esprit ?r5^ i c«i iii5‘t''R't ooft scir — ct 

oHrv ^fertawc*!? cl's c'ti^ i '«rtc ct’ir^ cf«ita 'ctcifni PitI’t 

“f ^c\!) ! 

^ lo c^ ^i, (?Tti:?ii^ 

’n, c^TOTi I (TT^tt?:^ ^ ^T?r^ 

fek? I TO ^[firyfNc^ "srtw ^tPr 5t^, — Prew? 

^tu5 ^5tr^ ^ iftfir? i c^ irtftif <ii^* 

fePr ^ ^1 m'u\ ^y(\m 

^ to TO I c^ CTO? to ^t^tro mj 

^Iw <^Vs to?^ 'TOtfe I TO ^srm 

c<*tr¥ I Pre^ TO (TTTO^T I TOF c?<fi I ^ 

^ I C*f^ TO (?^TO, ^ TOC^ I ^5tUf^ 

"srt^Wi cTOf^ TOTt^t ^trtr Ptj'S? i ^^rrorir 

ofl^ ^fcar^ “ftfiRTt^”, TOTO*^, cTOf^T »f:ip I a ^fiprn:"t crom 
(?T^ TO (TT^ ^tflprir^'t ^ptrefe, 

^'fr, vi]^ c5T5h I TO CTOt^ cTO I ^tr=^ 

^tfir op? ^wc??r c^, tof toh 

^TOi fePr tor f^ toi feft 

TO fr(, CTOT TO ^ TOF TO I ^ ^ 

C^ TTtftg^ ^ OfS TO ^ TO TO 'il? 00 TO 

5f*F ^5tC^ ^JCTO ^ to (TKl ^TO I ’Tto^ (7T^ ^5tUf^ I 
C’TTO TOT TOl f^f%C?r I TO Ht%yPtTOf TOT <il^fTO^ 

TOT W5: tor^ ^<3 to^iTr TO5 ^ ’fTOi i 

•jpTOtOT TOT top Rfcro ^ttnnr 'qto iftro^ TOTOi i 

TOT ^jtCT ^‘nOTTO tfTO TO ^t^ar TOTO TOT 'STt^TO I 

(ym^ TOT netpr*!!^ to ^P mH ^ tffelS^ toi^ 

w^TT vij^TO ^Str^ ^\9 *ftTO5 ^ro ^rtssro TOf^ i 

'■Ftft tffepfe fix^ ^ftft TOtunr ’nrcTO ’prottoi ^ tocto i 
m ftar^ ^ w ^s'spm^ istftto toto to^, ^ 

^ CVltf^ ap? I (7T? CTOto WttTO fef^ to 

lf%'<?rt5 OnC^ TOT TOR I 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: iMr. speak<^r^ Sir^ while 1 was lisiening to the 
pathetic appeals made by the pluvious speakers, I was thinking whether 
Sir Nazimuddiu will rise equal to the occasion or wliether these appeals 
will fall on deaf ears. 

Sir, Dr. Nalinakslia Sanyal while moving his motion has given a 
vivid description of the state of atfaicvs inside the jail. In spite of the 
fact that Sir Nazimuddiu and other members of the Cabinet claim to 
be popular Ministers, tlie fact rtunains, as T have often said in this 
House, that the wirepulling by the members of the Indian Civil 
Servi('e still continues. Sir Nazimuddiu often used to say that the 
taste of the pmbling is in tlie eating and he also said that the Govern- 
ment p(dicv was of gradual clemency and from 457 ]>ri8oner8 in the 
jail, gradually the number has lK»en reduced to 30. 

Now, Sir, dui^ng tlie time that tliese terrorist prisoners, say, more 
tlian 4‘J7 in number, have been outside the jail. Sir Nazimuddiu can- 
not cite a single instam‘e of terrorism. Therefore, it comes i(> this 
that terrorism has been a thing of the past. If tliat is so and if the 
Government agreed of its own motion to release these •K) terrorist 
j>risoners by signing certain declarations, was it not fair on the part 
of Government to release them forthwith as soon as those declarations 
were signed K What is the reas(m and what can be the possible 
argument by the Government for not releasing these 30 prisoners P 
As Dr. Sanyal disclos<*d, the reason of their not releasing them was 
safety on account perha]>s of the international situation. Mr. Naren- 
dra Nara>an Chakravarty has already told us tliat if the Government 
aie afraid of the release of these 30 persons, it is better for this 
(lovernment to abdicate. 

Now, Sir, if we go into the details of terrorism in this country we 
find — and 1 have often Hai<l in this House for the last \2 years—thal 
terrorism is the creation of this Government and so h)ng as terrorism 
(*xists there is the just ification for Intelligenee Hrunoh and Special 
Brandi’s j)ermanenc> . Therefore, if the Guvornineiit act on the advice 
of the Intelligence Branch and Special Branch Departments, they will 
be always beading for a crisis. Wc find that terrorism is no more, but 
as I have said this terrorism has been caused by this Government and 
inemliers of the public are clapped in the name of terrorism. Sir 
Nazimuddiu has attempted to jirovc that these* persons have been put 
on trial by courts and tribunals. Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta, knowing 
these persons well and with his experience as an eminent lawyer, has 
vividly descrilied how these trials arc* sham and mock trials. If Sir 
Nazimuddin will go into details, he will find that in many cases 
persons have been sent to prison and after that these i)erson8 were 
found \o be absolutely innocent, because subscHjuently it transpired 
that these persons who were jiut in jail were immediately released as 
in the Narayangarh case. It cannot always be said that persojs who 
are sent to jail are really terrorists, it may be that there are many 
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iimocent persons aniong those who are put into jail. There have also 
been instances in which revolvers have been put into the hands of 
these njen by the apfents of the Intelligence Branch and Special Branch 
with the result that they have cn'uled these cases for the justification 
. of their existence. 

Now, Sir, if Sir Naziiiiuddin’s Government claim to be a popular 
Ooverument, it is in the fitness of things tliat these 30 prisoners should 
be forthwith released. 1 would in the end appeal to Sir Nazimuddin 
that, instead of defending his bad ca-se and supporting his satellites, 
he should stand up here and say that he will forthwith order the release 
of these jHjrsons. 

Mfi ATUL CHANDRA 8EN* Mr, SijH‘jiker, Sir, I beg to accord 
iny wlnde-hearted support to the motion of adjourniiient placed before 
the Housii by my honourable fri(‘nd i)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal. After 
long long years of agitation and struggle the country got what is 
(“ailed in a way a dem<K*ratic form of Government. Now, in order to 
prove that this Government are really a democratic fr)rm of Govern- 
ment, after taking office th(‘y declared that they would fulfil the 
political aH])iiati()ns and the ideals of the ])eof)le. Just in the beginning 
of tlie year Iil3S ihe Government were faced willi a situation, namely, 
the situation relating to j)olitical prisoners in jail. Negotiations 
started b(*t>\een Maliatma Gandhi and Sri jut Subhas Chandra Bose, 
who was tb(‘n tlu' Pr<‘si(lent of tiie Indian National ('ongress, on tlie 
one hand and the ilon’lde Sir Nazimuddin on the otlier. Now, it s(‘ems 
that Sir Nazimuddin could not jM*rsuade himself thoroughly to accept 
the jmint of view of Mahatma Gandhi and Srijut Subhas Chandra 
Bose. Even us late as Sth ])t‘cemlK‘r, tin* Hon’ble Sir Nazim- 

uddin in rcpl\ to a question by .Mr. Jogcsh (’liandra Gu})ta said, “If 
a man who has committed a crime gixcs an undertaking that in future 
he won’t commit an\ mort* crime, wc are not j)rc[>ared to ixdease him. 
If once a man commits a crime, how can we e\f)cct that In* will not 
do so again Evers one who has commilt(‘d a crime may be prepared 

to giv<' such an undertaking. ” That will explain the Hon’fde Sir 
Nazimuddin’s point of view. The Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin would not 
piTsuade himself to believe that these peojde, tbe.se so-called terrorists 
form a class by themselves. They are criminals inde(*d in a way, but 
what is their crime:* Their one crime, their great erime is this that 
Uie,\ lovt* their count r\ very very dearly and are prepared to pay 
dearly for it. Unfortunately, Sir Nazimuddin during the8<» long years 
has not ]>ersuaded himself to believe that if they have transgressed the 
limits of law, they have not done so with a motive of self-interest and 
sidf-uggrandisenieiit or anything of that kind, but they were Actuated 
witb the best of motives. If this fundamental fact i.s remembered, 
the wjiole Hiiiig becomes easy of solution. Sir Nazimuddin in reply 
-to gaother (piestion put by Mr. Nisbillia Nath Kundu on the lart of 
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March, 1940 — by this time he seems to have changed a bit under 
pressure of public ojiinion — said “yes, we are prepared to release these 
people, but certain conditions are to l)e imposed on. them'*. The 
conditions are, he said, “a declarajtion by the i)ri8oner on his word of 
honour that he has abandoned terrorism and undertakes that he will 
not in future resort to terrorism or acts of violence with a political 
motive and that he will not join as a meml>er or suppoirt. any party or 
organisation which employs or instigates terrorism and acts of violence 
for political ends.” These people weR> rcijuirtsl to give an under- 
taking to this effect. Some of them gave and some took time to think 
w’heiher they would give this undertaking. The point is that the 
Hon’ble Sir Nazinmddin cannot p(‘rsuadc himself to Indieve that if 
thew people do give an undertaking, they will follow’ it, they will 
caiT}' it out to* the hist breath left in them. He (am not distinguish 
between lliese jyeople and ordinary criminals. What 1 havt‘ got to say 
again is that sou <*xtracted the.se undertakings from these ])eople. 
Now after >t‘ar.s )ou .sa.\ tliat conditions hav<* (djanginl and therefore 
Government do not stand committ(*d to that polic^y. The (juestion 1 
put to Government straight is this: Why do you say that conditions 
have changed’:' You that internatiimal situatifui has developKMl, 
you say that the war is at the door of India. It may be so, but whose 
fault is it that Government cannot luirne.s.s to it.s^df the tire and 
enthusiasm that is in the breast of these peo))le‘f' Why is it that you 
cannot use the patriotism that is in them I' Tht'y are good fighters. 
That has been ju’oved. You wdll .say it is liigh j)()liticH, it is n(> 
concern of the (i(}V(‘rnment of Hengal. I can under.stand that, hut you 
can do one thing. You can releas(* thes4» p(‘opl(» and 1 can assim? you 
that they will help urn a good d(‘al, as my fricuid Mr. Nanmdra Nath 
Cliakravarty ha.s jiointed out, in r<*.storing the normal pea-ceful condi- 
tion of the country. I know, Sir, that Mr. 1‘ratul (diandra Ganguly 
and tJ or 7 .s(‘curit.\ |)ri.sonei*s of Dacca havi' written a letter to tli(‘ 
Hon ble Sir Nazimuddin r4»(|uesling him to releast* them t(Mnp(»rai ily 
at least, so that tJjey may devote themH<‘lves to bring alnuit peace and 
amitytin the unhapj>y city of Dacca. Thai shows which way the wdnd 
blows; that shows ho'w the revolutionaries think and what they want. 
That shows that they want to restore fX'aee and amity in this country. 
Why in tilie najiie of mere condition and mere change of condition, 
do you detain them any longer!' As a matter of fact that is a false 
excuse, false plea put up h.\ the Hon’ble Minister in HUi>porl of their 
detention of these people for any length of time. rnf(»rtunately the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of this department lias all along tried to 
show that these people do not form a class by themselves, that they are 
not to the accorded difl^erent treatment, that they are not to he called 
political prisoners and that there is no reason whatsoever to give them 
preferential treatment. This psychology has got to bo given uj>, this 
psychology has got to be abandoned. Try to believe that these* people 
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have chauf^ed, persuade yourself to believe that they will do well to 
the country, they will do all that i« within their power to restore 
peace, amity and normal condition in this country, and release them 
forthwith. You will thereby not only get their blessings but your 
political foresight will be tested and the country will say that once at 
least the Government have done an act for which they will earn the 
eternal gratitude of the people. 

With these words, Sir, I accord my whole-hearted support to this 
motion. 

Mr. AfelMUDDiN AHMED: 

Adjournment Motion (71 I 

(?fM3in I International situation ^ ^ 

‘^*3 W (7rC*l? 

^ ^ ^ 

^ I ^51^3 ^ ^ ^F\w 

^f(5T33fiT Police officer ^ Intelligence Branch Officer;!)^ 

^ TOT ^ I 

^ 31^ ^ c^Ttm fro 3ti7nr 

Pro I ^ ?RI^ ^ 

cwOT c'W ^ ^ i 

'oN ^ f*TCU ^ I 

TOTCf ^ ^ifhn TO c^^ii f^, ^sim 

CH^ fro (7f^ 5^3 ^ ^tv^r fV m i c^rr^ 

<trf 'TOTS *f5f5r3t^ (71 TOP^ CoftTO^ CTOT ^ TOl (Tp?f 

•(tf% ^ ^ ^ ^ Officer^ (7R7f^ 1tf% ^ 

I (TO I ?ptc^ 

3t(7n[ (TTQ^ I ^<*^3 (Tf^f^^ (5t^ ^ ^pT3^’ ^©tm, 

i>tf^ ‘t ^ TO TO TO 'TOt? CTOR an:<fT (711^ fes 

I vij&i ’IT? 51? ?1 I ?fii, Sir Nazimuddin 

?t5? TO TOTl TO (Tf?? 5?, ?f? ^3|??1 n ^TO, 

TO (7T^ ??^ TO 'TOt? TO ?TO3 ’ITO? I ^vfi TO ^ adjourn- 
ment motion I 

Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR ; TO#I? ?TOf3 ^5^ adjourn- 

ment motion ??(,*! ??? ? I 4 ?n7K f?'5|^ 5t? ^RTl ?C 

?1 ?rttTO fTOR ?Tn TOCT^ I *rH TO condition TO 

<1^ TOCf I 'fl? TO TO ^ 00 fiH «rTO condition TO 
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^ ^54^ Home Department ^ W ^ I C^TTi^ WWf 

c^ ^ o^r^nn ^ tot fro ^rtrs 

lEFnCf I ^ 5Trf6 ^srtw Home Department C^ fTOS 4t^ ^ I 

CFor fw ^ fV ?r3 ^ I ^ ^ti:^ ^*rrm^ 

Utff I ^ C*m? ^ ’PPS ftfsO ffTTO^, w?fir 4t«>f ^ ^ 

c^ <rtT3 ?tflrTO. cfS ftrro!, ^ 

^ condition ^ C^ I f?^ W«T^ I 

^8(tW Sir Nazinuuldin f%f^ TStU^ PfSl I '®rdt44 

5rf% ^ ^Pi f% vil^Q ^ ^ C4fS ^ ^ 

frofOT ^*4"^ • «RT ws: onr^ ^C4 ^rw$ 

^ I f¥l Sir Nazimiiddin vi]OT*t^ ^ 3j!c*rfl 

^ coOT ^ ^I'otR^' I ofT*!^ *rrft ^jtrr ?r$ < 111 :^ 1 

^ta?rF ^ fkwm condition ^ 

TO ^ ^5tc?^ c^ c^ c?3^ TO ^ I c*rW^t *OT 

TO I "TOf 01 ^ C^ C*fTO '8RT t|1®l froc^ ^5tm TO 

^«t"tTO C5T^ <TO, TO TOtC^ (TfC^ (^jC^ ortof TOTOr^T ^$tTO TOITO 
^ ?It^ ?ni TOlWCH TOt^ ?ni I TO Euroiwan MiniBtc^r tnj 

^5tTO ^ ^ I TO 41^;?? TO^ ^J- 

fro I TO ^ TO*dC^ TO Sto fcs TO I -ij ^ITTO w 

TOr=R ^ TO“t^> ^ TO‘*t TO^ ^ I TO (7i 

^ CS^C'I^I ^CRO 3 'TO^I«Tf3Ri^ ■?[% ^C^IC^ V!)H] '^ICH't f^C^TT^TT 

pf-sPC^ condition f^OJ OPO^ TO I TOTTO'T^ ^ftftlf ^TOtff 

STO ^ *ftfTO *’ Sir 

Nazimuddin ! TO fTO OfTO <3 *TTO ‘il^: ’CT TOf 

TOXt^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^TOfCT fTO5 TO l'' 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN ; TO^ Speaker TOTO, yi^TTO 4rt TOC^ 
^ cTO TO TO ?ir ^ TOtc^ ^ ^Vs TOTW TOtc^nr 

TO TOSr ^FTO5 77, TOI^T tot to (TTTO ?rTO 77, f7«fn TO (TfTO 
TftfhT 77 ^ I TO TOtC77 Ttfri ^7^* CTOtlTT TITO I ’"^tTO C7 
TOn TOtCWT ^ TO? TOff , #I Ttc^ firpRttT TO TTTC^ fefT^I UITOT 

TOt^ , &7f time TS 7TO TO^ I 

Nfr. SPEAKER: Mr. Zaman, you are wholly going beyond the point. 
Plettie do not refer to what one does or does not do but confine yourself to 
the question under dismission. 
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Mf« A. M« A. ZAMAN s ^t^RTl 

'Jitunm ^Rrfl to c?^ ^ 

^Tf^rtOT I 4 On?*t ^ Terrorist movement Political 

movement *n Constitution change *11 | ^SlSTC^f ^!t3Rn 

^ZTT 7 ^\ ^ ^ 

toC5^, toc^M, ^tOT 

C5Sl I S<5fel blc^ 5 CC>6> , v5t^ ^1?^ (?r*f | 

Sir Nazimuddin ^rtT^T^ rtU5 ^C?rC^ I ^9?^ 

^ (?Fr^ C^lt^ ^RTTTT ^ future cf) \5t^ vStC’T 

^ C^ C'fOT ^ I ‘*fCH4 TOT CFt^ <4^* Criminal 

Tribes AcM fe^T, ^ ^Sftl^ ?t^ 5ir C*f^ ?flf Cl, ^StiTI 

^ ^$TOT release TO C^in ^ 1 

Political prisoners bond fir^, Government ^n (7T^ 

c^rfro ^ I to 

<TO^ ft I "3^^ TO ?5Tr^ terrorism ftft^ I 

^?tr3 C^^ro^fUT^^ CF\ (Ttfrl ftr^ m C^ csit^ 
^ I oq^rr, f% ^ ft’tr? Cl 

(Tlijl d(Hdare (Tlfrl withdraw I ^ 

ftf!^c^ ^ I '^itft tf ^ ^ 

Assembly C5 ct' fC^ft I ^ ^*11^ OT*I? 5in 

Sc^ Pfr?n:^ I ^siWOT <(rt =fc^c^ ^ c^ <rS ^ ’srtft 

<ltr^ ^n I ^ ^ ^c^<( cn^ to to Sft ci^, ymt^ 

v5t^, ^ Tir I '<3OT tor cn^lc^ 

to, toft, ^2?to (TO I 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, listening to the 
speeelu's one W'ouhl ieel tluit these prisoners have been unxioiiSMto be 
released, and that the (loverument eominuniqiie has j)revented these 
people from beiiig released. Actually, however, the facts are, to a large 
extent, (piite to the contrary. Really speaking, as far as this motion 
is eoncerntnl, if there is anybody who bus got a grievanc.e, it is the 
mover of this adjournment motion, Dr. Naliuakshu Sanyal, and I am 
prepared to admit that he has got a genuine grievance in this matter. 
But ai>art from the faet that this motion has given an opportunity to 
some of the members to ventilate their grievances, the case that has 
bt'en made out by them is not based on tlie fai’ls as they actually are. 
A('(x>rding to Dr. Nalinaksliu Sanyal, it was he who initiated the move to 
get these prisoners to agree to a conditional release, but Government 
had already madt? that offer at least a year and a half ago. Government 
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had been anxious ail alouj,^ that these prisoners should aecept condi«^ 
tional release and be allowed to jfo away from the jails. Why was it 
then that this wnditional release offer was not accepted P We do not 
know wh\ these people did not take advantajfe of^this for the last 
eijrhteen months. One of the reasons, perhaps, may be, as vstoted by 
Rftii Harendra Nath Ohaudhuri, that at least one section of the C^nffress 
or the j^roup led by Mr. Sitrat (’haudra Dose did not believe in condi- 
tional release. They did not approve of the conditional rele^ise. They 
did not want these b<n's to ^roout on any condition. To-day Government 
are l)eing blamed for ha\ inj? refused to release these pe()ple. For 
eighteen months tliese ]K)yxS and some of the convicted prisoners who 
could have been released and who could have ^one to their homes and to 
their families, if they had acxiepted the terms and conditions offeretl, are 
still rottiiifr in jails. Even then Government had not taken away 
those terms and conditions: Government offer was still there for 
acceptance 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY; 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. Aj^ain I tti)peal to the members of 
the Opposition to ^'■ive a patient hearing to the Home Minister, and if 
there is still time after he eoneludes his speech, I may allow you to 
put quest ions. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I could have 
interrn]>ted many of the members of the Opposition, while they were 
speaking, very pertinently, but for obvious reasons 1 refrained from 
doinjr so. 

Sir, the offer was there for a lon^ time and, if accepted, they could 
have been released. Even at the time of the hun^^er-strike we were 
anxious that if these people could have j/fone uM'ay, the chanees of the 
hunjrer-strike would have been less. Government was all alon^»- anxioue 
that if the conditional release offer had been accepted, that would have 
been better both for these people as well as for (joverniiient. As is 
probably known to the mover of this resolution, a particular Superin- 
tendent of a Jail had been doin)^ his best in this matter. That Suf)erin- 
tendeiit always used his influence to the utmost to persuade these people 
to accept conditional release. I had discussed this matter with him and 
requested him to use his he.st infliien<‘e and make these pfjople a^free to 
accept conditional release. But everybody knows that that offer was not 
accepted and availed of. 

Then, Sir, when Government had to arrest some of the leadings 
members of some of the subversive parties, and when the silfbation,* 
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both international as well as internal, materially deteriorated, at that 
time some people came forward agreeing to accept a conditional release. 
And under what circumstantSes did they come forward? They came 
forward not on tl|eir own initiative, not on their own desire, but on the 
initiative of the mover of this resolution. And how was it done? 
Though there may have been some difficulty in the way of approaching 
them, it liappened at that time that some, at least one, if not more, of 
the leading members or rather the leader of the subversive movement 
was in that jail, and it w’as under the persuation, propaganda and 
advic<‘ of these gentlemen that — not all, inind you, — some of them were 
made to agree to accept our terms and conditions. It might have been 
due entirely to the influence exercised by the m(»ver of this resolution, 
by his personality and his jmwer of argument or there may have been 
some other reasons why suddenly a .selected number* ol prisoners were 
chosen who would agree to accept those terms and (’onditions and have 
an opportunity of going out — prisoners who had so long l»een ])revented 
either by themselves or hy the leaders oi })arties from ac<'epting those 
terms and conditions. 

Now, Sir, what hap[)encd next? For weeks they deln\ed tlj(‘ wljole 
thing: they took time for it. rniortunatclv , b> that time some more 
leading men had been arrested and detained under the Defence ot India 
Holes and Government found that circumstances had so changed that 
it was not possible to let these men out Then, Sir, 1 have lorgotten to 
mention that to-day a representation has been made on belialt of thirty 
prisoners, but actually out ot these thirty persons only ei^ht have 
agreed under j)ersuusion and influence to acccjit the terms and conditions, 
and t wen I \ -two of them are not pre])ared even now t(t accept them. 
<l)r. N\li.n' vKsii.A S v.NYM.: (Question.) Well. Sir, it Dr, Sanyal 
questions me on tliut j)oint, I d(» not kn(»u uliat to sa\ . Hut that is what 
I could gather from private conversation. I may be mistaken in my 
statement about the mover himself. Imt anyhow we had no inili('ation 
that the others were prepared. Therefore, it is not a (luestion that 
there are these dO people waiting to ]>e releasd and anxious to ])e Released 
who are not being released, but onl\ 8 j)e()])le who have been persuadetl 
to accept release under conditions; and who are these people? These 
are people who have been guilty of heinous crimes; they are people who 
are important members of organisations the leading men of which have 
been again arrested and detained. The whole object of arresting and 
detaining the leading members of these organisations will be frustrated 
if after having taken A, B and C I go and release D, E and F and let 
them do what these A, B and C were doing. That is my difficulty 
(Dr. N.^t.inaksha Saxyu. : Rearrest them.) It is not a question that 
these people are individuals. It is not a question that they are separate^ 
that they act on their own initiative. They are members of certain 
organi^tions who have a declared policy, who work on certain scheme 
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and plans, who have jrot secret organisations, and as long as these con- 
victed prisoners remain members of those organisations they cannot be 
released. They cannot be releaseil until and unless tliey absolutely go 
out of politics and ^ro out of these activities. (Mr. Kir..an S^nkar Roy: 
You knew all that before.) (Vrtainlj’ conditions were tlifferent at that 
tim?. At that time we were anxious that these people should ro ; they 
did not «:o. At tlmt time there was no war. There were many thinjrs 
that we could have done hut conditions never remain same. (Mr. M. 
Rhamsuddin Ahmm): dO men cannot overthrow the (Government.) 
Sir, this is apiin another lallaey with which this House is heiiiK deluded. 
li is not a question of dO men. It is a (juestion of important and lead- 
ing men. I .submit, and ever>body uill a^in^e, that as far as organisa- 
tion is concerned it is not done by 500 or o.OtKI men. but in every 
organisation thT‘re are one or two active men who have got l apacity and 
brains to organise. (Mr M. Sham.si i,i)in Ahmi d: Why (iovernment 
could not tackle the Dacca riots You have shown incompetence and 
impotence about that.) It is all very wtdl for members U) sit here and 
make a statement, but we have got tfi face realities and we have got to 
remember that it is this (Tovernment that was responsible for one of 
the most generous policy oi ndease not only of those who were detained 
but also oi those who were convicted. Our policy was a declared policy 
and at that time when we undertook to give release we made it c]«*ar in 
one oi our letters to Mr. (tandhi that as long as the atmospliere is one 
which will enable (io\ernment to (-onlinue this jiolicy of release we will 
do so. I will just read a certain relevant jiortion of the letter: 

“It is necessary to emphasize at the outset that th«‘ scheme which is 
embodied in the succee<ling paragrajdi is to be regarded as a connectfol 
plan, the different jKUt.s ol whif h iorm a single and irnlivisibh* whole”. 
(Dr. XvLi.N.vKsm Sa.vyai, : You wfoild m.t find it in the resolution.) 
Thi.s was in a lelKu to Mi (iandln and puldished where the whole 
scheme was discu‘'‘>ed. “A^ an iiit<-gral pait of the scheme if shall 
be agreed and accepted between Oovernment, v ourself ami the (ongress 
as follows: ‘that no attenqit will be made hereaitiT by tin* Congress 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, Sir Nazi mud din , there is just about 
a minute more tor ><m to finish. 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: * or by any other 
body with the sujifiort, la( it or open, of the Congress to secure and 
advance upon these terms and the matter shall cease to be a political 
is8\ie, that you and the Congre-'S will actively diseouragtf all ffirms of 
agitafion for the accelerated release of prisoners, all attacks in the 
press on the policy of (government in the matter of terrorist prisoners, 
all demonstrations in respect of the release of such prisoners, ajpd there- 
after all statements written and speeches favourable to terrorists and 
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terrorism, that you and the Congress will take every step possible to 
create and maintain public opinion against hunger-striking and publicly 
condemn such a course if adopted/ 

This was, Sir, the whole policy of release. I admit it was not 
accepted by the Congress, but Government have acted on the basis that 
these are the conditions under which release will be allotted. 
(Mr. JoGESH Chandra Gupta: But there was nothing in the Govern- 
ment resolution.) Not necessary, but these letters were published and 
show the policy of Government as far as the question of release is 
concenied. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, two hours’ time is over and the motion 
is talked out. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-17 p.m. — 

The House was adj<ninied till 4-4’) p.m. on Monday, the 4th August, 
1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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19.S4- (Q.) p. 2. 

Temporary assistants m Bengal SeiTe- 
tanat (Q.) p. GO. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Mauivi 

Discu.s.sion on the Beport of the Bengal 
Land Kevenue C'ommissum' pp. HH- 
90. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvl 

Di.scussion on the Report of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Commission pp. 95- 
98. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed 

Arrear pay and pen.sion of crews of 
Sandwip and Ilatiya kilitHl during 
the war: (Q.) p. 174 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Ap{x>intmentH in connection with 
A. R. P. works: (Q.) pp. 19G-97. 

Discussion on the Re{>ort of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Commission: pp. 41- 
44. 

Abdul .Wahid, Mauivi 

Non-official Resolution on Gumti 
embankment and prevention of 
breaches: p. 205. 


Abdur Rahman Slddlql, Mr. 

DiHcu.sNion on the report of the Bengal 
Land Revenue CommiHsion; pp. 99- 
103. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur, Shah 

(inint-in-aid to rural dispensaries: 
(Q ) pp. 179-80 

Cnint of agricultural loan to Rangpur 
district ((^.) p. 121. 

Abdus Bahaad, Maulvl Md. 

Members ol the Howrah Distriet and 
Howrah ami Bally Municipalities 
Excise liicensing Board; (Q.) p. 5. 

Abul FazI, Mr. Md. 

Xonnnation to the (3iittagong District 
Board and Municipality. {Q.) pp, 
lG8-()9. 

Hate of dietary allowance in Medical 
(’ollege Hospitals. (Q.) p. 9. 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Bathi 

Kanta, of Muktagaoha, Mymantingh 

Discussion on the Re|)ort of the Land 
Jtevenue Commission: pp. 44-47. 

Acquisition of lands 

For a municipal market at Rangpur; 
(Q.j pp. 192-93. 

Adjournmant motion 

Discussion regarding admissibility of 
an — with regard to Government’s 
order relating to terrorist prisoners: 
pp. 197-200. 


Gratis 
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Regarding Government’s order relating 
to release of terrorist prisoners: pp. 
209-36. 

Regarding the decision of Government 
to withdraw fw the present the con- 
cession of premature release of terro- 
rist prisoners: p. 69. 

Agricultural loan 

Grant of — to Rangi)ur district: (Q.) 

pp. 121-22. 

Agricultural loan and gratuitous rollof 

Grant of— in certain districts. (Q.) 
pp. 122-25. 

A. R. P. works 

Appointments in connection with-— 
(Q.) lip. 196-97 


Arrsar pay and pension 

Of crews ol Sandwip and Hatiya killed 
during the war (Q.) pp. 174-75. 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Adjournment motion regarding Gov- 
ernment's order relating to relea.se 
of terrorist prisoners: p. 230. 

Assistants in Bengal Secretariat 

Temiwrary — ; (Q.) p. GO. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 

Mauivi 

Jurors in (’hittagong district: (Q.l p. 

12. 

Names of sulKlivisional headquarters 
not connectetl with district head- 
quarters: (Q.) p. 22. 

Navigation in Dhulleswary river: (Q.) 
pp. 175-76. 

Aihar All, Maulvl 

Election Chittagong District Board; 

' (Q.) P. 169. 


Banerjoe, Mr. Satyapriya 

The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 
1941: pp. 142, 143-44. 

Government-aided high English schools 
in Presidency Division: (Q.) p. 3. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Adjournment motion regarding Govern- 
ment’s order relating to release of 
terrorist prisoners; pp. 227-28. 

Barma, Mr. PuspaJIt 

Government grant to unrecognised 
girls’ high English schools. (Q ) p. 
4. 


Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941 

I’resentation of the report of the Select 
(’ommittee on — p 200. 

Bengal Pure Food Bill, 1940 

Prc.scntiition of the ad intenm report 
of the Select ('ommittee on — . p. 200. 

Bengal Secretariat 

Temporary assistants in — . ((^.) p. 

GO. 

Bengal Wakf Act, 1934 

Amendment of — . (Q.) p. 2. 

Bill (Government) 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amend- 
ment)—, 1941: pp. 158-67. 

The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation—, 
1941; pp. 130-57. 

The St. Thomas’ School (Amendment) 
— . 1941. p. 167. 

Blawu, Mr. Ratik Lai 

Discussion on the report of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Commission: pp. 93- 
94. 



•Itwas, Mr. Surtndni Nath 

The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 
1941: pp. 146-51. 

Release of Babu Ambira Charan 
Chakrararty, a political prisoner; 

(Q.) p. isi. 

Boaljurl Khal 

In Chandpur subdivision, Tipiieru. 
(Q.) P. 21. 

Bote, Mr. Sarat Chandra 

Discussion on the report of the Bengal 
Land Bc\enue Cqpinnssion pp. 164- 
1111. 114, 117. 

Chakravarty, Babu Narendra Narayan 

Adjournment motion regarding (lov- 
ernnient's onb'r relating to rehuise ol 
terrorist prisoruTs f)p 222-26 

Chakravarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath 

Ac(|Uisition ot lutuls for a municipal 
market at Bangpur (Q.) p. 192. 

Chandpur subdivision, Tippera 

Boaljun Khal in - (Q.) p. 21 

Chaudhurl, Rai Narendra Nath 

Adjournment motion regarding (iov- 
ernment’s order relating to rehuise 
of terrorist prisoners;, pp. 214-15. 

Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Discussuin on the report of the Land 
Revenue Commission; p{>. 50-51. 

Chittagong 

District Board Road between Bibirhai 
and Nazirhat in — ; (Q.) p. 2.3. 

Chittagong district 

Jurors ii|i — ; p. 12. 

Chittagong Olstriot Board 

Election to — : (Q.) pp. 169-71. 


Das, Mr. Monomohan 

Graut-in-aid to certain high English 
schools in Kishoregnnj and Netro- 
kona subdivisions: (Q.) p. 19. 

Oas Gupta, Babu Khagondra Nath 

(Uianges in the course of the Torsa 
river in the Dimrs, .lulpuiguri dis- 
trict and its effect: (Q ) p. 11. 

Das Gupta, 8J. Narendra Nath 

Adjourn merit motion regarding Gov- 
ern menfs order relating to release 
ot terrorist prisoners pp. 2111-14. 

Recognist'd high English schools in 
Bakarganj district {i).) p. 16. 

Dhuileswary river 

NiiMgation in—; (Q.) pp 175-7fi. 

Dietary allowanoo In Modioal Collegi 

Hoopltais 

Rate of-. (Q.) p. 9. 

DInaJpur 

Recovery ol costs hy ci'rtificate proco- 
dun^ and of i‘<lncation ccss in dis- 
trcHscsJ areas ot--: (Q.) pp. IH5-86. 

Distress of agriculturists 

III ('hundpur sulslivision , (Q.) pp. 23- 

25. 

District Board Road 

Between Biliirhat and Nazirhat in 
(Jjittagong. (Q.) p 23. 

Division 

On the motion of the Hon’ble Mr, H. K. 
Suhrawardy (The Bengal Raw Juto 
Taxation Bill, 1941): pp. 156-57. 

Dutt, Q. 8. 

Obituary reference regardij^g tbo death 
of—: p. 1. * 
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Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. NIharandu 

Adjournment motion regarding the 
decision of Government to withdraw 
for the present the concession of pre- 
mature release of terrorist prisoners: 
p. 69. 

Discussion on the rejxjrt of the Land 
Revenue Commission: pp, 51-.%, 
105. 

Non-official Resolution on Oumti 
embankment and prevention of 
breaches; pp. 207-208, 209. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandra Nath 

Increase in the number of Bchedul<‘d 
Caste offiiers in Provincial Forest 
Service of Beugul- (Q.) pp 1H(>- 
87 

Emdadui HaQua, Kail 

Adjournment motion n'garding (bnern- 
ment’s order relating to release of 
terrorist prisoners pp. 218-19 

Exolia Lloanting Board 

Members of the Howrah district and 
Howrah and Hally Municipalities- 
(Q.) p. 5. 

Exaoutiva Enginaar 

Appointment of the—in the Public 
Health Department* (Q.) p 20 

Farms 

Umler Union Boards: (Q.) pp. UJ]. 
92. 

Faziui Huq, Tha Hon'bla Mr. A. K. 

Amendment of the Bengal Wakf Act 
Dm. (Q)p. 2. 

Construction or repair of primary school 
premises: (Q.) p. RK). 

Government-aided high English schools 
• in Presidency Division: (Q.) p. 3. 

Government grant to unrecognised 
girls’ high English schools: (Q.) p. 


« 

Faziul, Hug, Tha Hta’Ma Mr. A. K,~concld, 

Grant-in-aid to certain high English 
schools in Kishoreganj and Netro- 
kona subdivisions; (Q.) p. 19. 

Inspectors and Auditors of Wakfs: 
(Q.) p. 13 

Muhammadan Marriage Registry offices 
in Mymcnsingh district: {(j.) p, 66. 
New Wakf Board, Bengal: (Q.) p. 3. 

Primary schools and levy of education 
cess in Mymensingh district: (Q.) 

. pp. 64-65 

RecognisiHl high English schools in 
Bakargarij district* (Q ) p. 17. 

Selection ot site lor free jinmary schools 
in Chandpiir subdivision, Tippera dis- 
trict (Q.) p. 18. 

The St. Thomas’ School (Amendment) 
Bill. 1941 p 167. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

High rate of interest on arrear rents 
in the (’oiirt of W’^ards estate in 
Patiladaha Pargana (Q ) p. 185. 

Free Primary Schools 

Seh‘ctioii of site for-— in Chandpur sub- 
iliMsion, Tippera district (Q ) p 
18. 

Ganguly, Mr. PratuI Chandra 

V’amily allowance to certain security 
prisoners (Q.’l pp. 193-94. 

Ghote, Mr. AtuI Krishna 

Adjournment motion regarding the 
dtHMHion ot (iovernment to withdraw 
for the present the concession of pre- 
mature release of terrorist prisoners, 
p. 71. 

W’ard Master in Emergency Ward of 
Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta: 
(Q.) p. 188. 

Glasuddin Ahmod, Mr. 

Muhammadan Marriage Registry offices 
in Mymensingh district: (Q.) p. 66, 
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Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Discussion on the rejwrt of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Commission: pp. 80- 
83. 

Government Agricultural Demonetratlon 

Farm 

At Kalimpong: (Q ) pp. 188-89. 

Grant 

(inverntnent -to unret’ogniscd girls’ 
high hhiglish schools (Q.) p. 4 

Grant-ln-aid 

7’o certain lugli English schools in 
Kishoreganj and Notrokoiia suh- 
divisions (Q ) p. 19. 

Gupta, Mr. ilogesh Chandra 

Adjournment motion rt'ganiing (lov- 
eminent s order relating to release 
of terrorist prisoners pp 219-22 

Habibuliah, The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja 

Bahadur, of Dacca 

Accjuisition of lands for a municipal 
market at Hangpur. (t^. ) pp 192- 
93 

Appointment of the Exerutivi* Engineer 
in the Public Health Department 

(g.) p. 20. 

Posts of accountant and clerks in 
Medical College Hospitals office 
(Q) I). 129. 

Rate of dietary allowance in Medical 
College Hospitals; (Q.) p. 9. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib 

Construction or repair of primary 
schotil premises. (Q.; p. 12tl, 

Post.s of accountant and clerks in 
Medical College Hospitals ofijce- 
(Q.)‘ pg. 128-29. 

Nardthipe of landloee labourers 

Of this Province: (Q.) pp. 126-27. 


Hasina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. (on bohalf 
of the Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja Habib- 
uliah Bahadur, of Dacca) 

Election to Chittagong District Board: 
(g ) pj). 170-71. 

Griinl-iii-aid to rural disiH^nsaries: 

(g.) p 180. 

Nomination to the Chittagong District 
Board and Municipality, (g.) p. 
169 

Ward Master m Emergency Ward of 
Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta: 
(Q ) p. 188 

High English Schools 

Recogiiise<l in Bakarganj district. 

(g.) p. 16. 

High English schools in Presidonoy 
Division 

(io\ ernment-aided tg.) p. 3. 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. 

Oath or aflirmation of allegiance p. 

1()8. 

Howrah District and Howrah and Bally 
Municipalities Excise Licensing Board 

.VL'inhers of the - : (g.) p 5. 

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed 

.'\djournnient motion regarding fiovern- 
ment’s order relaling to rcUaise of 
tiTronst jinsomus. pp 216-lK 
I'he Bengal Baw .lute Taxation Bill, 
1941 pp. 1 4.7-46. 

DiKC’UKMon on the report of the Bengal 
Land Beveime ComniisHiori p[» 26, 

27. 47-76. 

Re<or<lmg of jiite-growing lands- (Q.) 
pp. 171-73. 

Transfers of officers- pp 178-79. 

Jonab Ali Majumder, Mauivi 

Boaljnri Khal in (’handpur suMivision, 
Tip|>era: (Q.) p. 21. 

Distress of agriculturi.sts in Chandpur 
subdivision: (g.) pp 189-90. • 

Selection of site for free primary schools 
in (-handpur 8ulKlivisio||, Tippera^ 
district: (Q.) p, 18. 
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Jurort 

In Chittagong district: (Q.) p. 12. 

Jute-growIng landt 

Recording of—; (Q.) pp. 171-74. 

KenrMdy, Mr. I. G. 

The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 
1941: pp. 1,51-52. 

Khaitan, Mr. OabI Protad 

DiscuHHion on the report’ of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Commission: pp. 98- 
99. 

KlihoreganJ and Netrokona subdivitiont 

Orant-m-aid to certain high English 
schools in — : (Q.) p 19. 

Kundu, Mr. Nlihitha Nath 

Appointment of the Executive Engineer 
in the Public Health Department 

(Q-) p. ‘20. 

Conditions ol rivers Punarbhava and 
Atrai: (Q.) pp. 176-77. 

Recovery ol costs by certificate proce- 
dure and of <(ducatiori c€‘8n in dis- 
tressed areas of Dinajpur. (Q ) pp. 
185-86. 

Lahiri, Babu Athutoah 

Discussion on the report of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Commission, pp. 78- 
80. 

Land Rtvtnua Commitilon 

Discussion on the report of thi» — 
pp. 26-59, 72-120. 

Library Commlttaa: p. 2. 

Mafkatiddin Ahmad, Maulvl 

Inspectors and Auditors of Wakfs. 
(Q.l p. la. 

New Wakf Board, Bengal: (Q.) p. 3. 

Non-official Resolution on Gumti 
emban^ient and prevention of 
breaciies: pp. 205-207. 


Mahtab, Maharajkumtr Uday Chand 

Discussion on the report of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Commission: pp. BO- 
SS. 

Majumdar, Mri. Hamaprova 

Adjournment motion regarding Govern- 
ment’s order relating to release ol 
terrorist prisoners, pp. 230-31. 

Majumdar, Mr. Jnanandra Chandra 

I’rimary schools and levy of education 
cess in Mymensingh district: (Q ) 
p 64. 

Maqbui Hotain, Mr. 

Non-oflicial Resolution on Gumti 
emhunkment and prevention ol 
breaches pp. 200-205. 

Marriage Registry offices 

Muhammadan— m Mymensingh district. 
(Q.) p. 66 

Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta 

Rate ol di(‘tur\ allowance in — ; (Q ) 
p. 9. 

Ward Master in Emergency Ward of — : 
(Q.) p. 188. 

Medical College Hospitals office 

Posts of accountant and clerks in — . 
(g ) pp. 128-29. 

Moilem All Mollah, Maulvl 

Reappointment of retired officers of 
gazetted rank: (Q.) p. 6. 

Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940 

The Bengal — : p. 24. 

Muhammad Israll, Maulvl 

Hardships of landless labourers of this 
Province. (Q.) p. 126. 

Introduction of the Non-Agricultural 
Tenancy Bill in the Monsoon Session, 
1941: (Q.) pp. 127-28. 

Report of the Non-Agriculthral Tenancy 
Committee: (Q.) p. 67. 

Test relief in Mymensingh: (Q.) pp. 
180-81. 
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Mukttri«a, Mr. Tarak Nath, M.B.E. 
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Average rate of rent per acre of land 
(Q.) P. 07. 

Discussion on the report of the Land 
Revenue Commission, pp. 5(>-r>{>. 

Grant of agricultural loan and 
gratuitous relief in certain districts. 
m P. 122. 

Repair of old Benares Road hetwoen 
Howrah and Sheakhala • (Q.) p IPli. 

Muiliok, The Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda 

Behary 

Reconstruction of ^Sundalpiir Debt 
Settlement Hoard, Tijipera- (Q ) p 
67. 

MusharrufT Hossain, The Hon'ble Nawab, 

Khan Bahadur 

Jurors in Ciiittagong district ((J.l p 

12 . 

^Mymeneingh district 

Muhamiiiudan Marriage Registry otlices 
in — : (Q.) p. 66. 

Primary schools and liny of t<lucation 
cess* in-* (Q ) p. 64. 

Names of subdivisional headquarters 

Not connf*cled with district head- 
quarters. (Q ) p. 22. 

Nandy, The Hon'ble Maharaja Sris- 

chandra,^of Coulmbazar 

Boaljiiri Khal in Chandpur subdivision, 
Tippera (Q.) p. 21. 

Changes in the course of the Torsa 
river in the Duars, .Jalpuiguri dis- 
trict and its effect (tj.) p. 12. 

(Vmditions of rivers Punarbhava and 
Atrai. (Q.) p. 177. 

Construction of the Sarta Bridge over 
the 'river Halds in Chittagong. 
(Q.) p.»24. 

District Board Road l>etween Bibirhat 
and Naairhat in Chittagong: (Q.) p. 
24. 


Nandy, Tke Han'Me Maharaja Iria- 

chandra, ol CoetimbazaiwonHd. 

Names of subdivisional headquarters 
not connt'cted with district hood- 
quarters (Q.) p. 22. 

Navigation in Dhulleswary river- (Q.) 
p 176. 

Repair of old Benares Road betwinui 
Howrah and Sheukhalu (Q.) p. 

m. 

Nazimuddin, The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir, 

K.C.I.E. 

.Adjournment motion regarding Oovern- 
nient's order relating to release of 
tt'rrorist prisoners, pp. 2H2, 2311-35, 
23(i. 

Afipointmi'nts in eonmn’tion with 
A R i* works- {{.).) |>p, PHJ-P7. 

Dis(-ussioii regarding admissibility of an 
adjournment motion with reganl to 
Government’s order ridutiiig to terro- 
rist prisoners jip. 1P7, 168. 160. 

Paniily allownnee to eertain sei-urity 
prisoners: (Q ) pp. 164-66. 

Pre.sentation of uniendment to the 
Bengal Motor N’ehieles Rules, 1646: 
pp. 24*25. 

Release ol Ilabn Ambiea Charan 
Chakravarty. a politn-ul pnsonor: 
(Q ) pp 182-84. 

TransliTs of officers: jip. 178-79. 

Nomination 

To the Chittagong Distrii-t Board and 
Munu'ipality (Q ) jjp. 16H-66. 

Non- Agricultural Tenancy Bill 

Iritrofluction of- in the July-, September 
.Session, 1611; (Q.) p. 127. 

Introduction of — in the Monsoon 
Session, 1641: (Q.) pp, 127-28. 

Non-Agrioultural Tenancy Committee 

Report of the — : (Q.) p. 67. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

The Bengal Court of Wardu (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1941: pp. 16^-64. 
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Oath or Affirmation of Alloglanoet pp. 2 , 

m. 


Obituary 

Kofcrence regarding the death of 
Mr. (i. S. Dutt: p. 1, 


Ordinance 

The Bengal Court of Wards — , 1941- 
j). 24. 


Panel of Chairmen i p. 2. 


Patiladaha Pargana 

High rate of intere.st on arrear rents 
in tlie (\)urt of Wards estate in— 
(Q.) p. IHf). 

Patton, Mr. W. C. 

Government Agneultural Demonstration 
Farm at Kalinij)ong; (Q.) pp. 188- 
,89. 


Point of Information 

Regarding School Boards: p. 20. 


Preiidenoy Division 

Government-aided high English schools 
in—: (Q.) p. 3. 


Primary schools and levy of education cess 

In M.ynien.singh district: (Q.) p. 64. 


Primary school premises 

Construction or repair of — : (Q.) pp. 

129-;10. 


Provincial Forest Service of Bengal 

Increase in the number of Scheduled 
Caste officers in — : (Q.) pp. 186- 

87. 


Public Health Department 

Appointment of the Executive Engineer 
in the — : (Q.) p. 20. 

Raikut, The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb 

Increase in the number of Scheduled 
Caste officers in Provincial Forest 
Service of Bengal: (Q.) pp, 186- 
87. 

Members of the Howrah District and 
Howrah and Bally Municipalities 
Excise Licensing Board: (Q.) p. 5. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Recon.st ruction of Sundalpur Debt 
Si'ttlement Board, Tippera: (Q.) p 
66 . 

Rangpur town 

Collc(‘tor Math in — • (Q.) p. 184. 

Rate of rent 

Average — per acre of land" (Q.) p. 67. 

Release 

Of Babu Anibica Charan Chakravarty, 
a political prisoner: (Q.) pp. 181- 
84. 


Repair of old Benares Road 

Between Howrah and Sheakhala: (Q ) 
p. 193. 

Resolution (Non-offlolal) 

Gumti embankment and prevention of 
breaches- pp. 200-209. 

Retired ofAoers of gazetted rank 

Reappointment of — : (Q.) p. 6. 

Rivers, Punarbhava and Atral 

Conditions of — : (Q ) PP- 176-77. 
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Roy, Tho Hon’blo Sir Bljoy Fraud Singh 

Average rate of rent per acre of land: 
(Q.) p. 67. 

The Bengal Court of Wards Ordinance, 
1941: p. 24. 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amend- 
ment) BUI, 1941: pp. 158, 161, 164, 
165, 166, 167. 

CoUector Math in Rangpur town : 
(Q.) p. 184. 

Discussion on the re|>ort of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Commission: pp. 29- 
40, 113-15, 116, 117, 118. 

Distress of agncuTturists in Chandpur 
subdivision: (Q.) pp. 190-91. 

Grant of agricultural loan and 
gratuitous relief in certain districts: 
(Q.) pp. 122-25. 

Grant of agricultural loan to Rangpur 
district (Q.) pp. 121-22. 

Hardships of landless labourers of this 
Prmdnce: (Q.) pp. 126-27. 

High rate of interest on arrear rents 
in the Court of W’ards estate in 
Patiladaha Pargana: (Q.) p. 185. 

Tnti;pduction of Non-Agricultural 
Tenancy Bill in the July-September 
Session, 1941: (Q.) p. 127. 

’Introduction of the Non-Agricultural 
Tenancy Bill in the Monsoon Session, 
1941: (Q.) pp. 127-28. 

Recovery of costs by certificate proce- 
dure and of education cess in dis- 
tressed areas of Dinajpur; (Q.) pp. 
185 ^. 

Report of tho Non-Agricilltural Tenancy 
Committee: (Q.) p. 68. 

Test relief in Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 
181. 


Roy, Mr. Chtni Chandni 

Point* of information regarding School 
Boards: p. 20. 


.Rural DiuonuriM 

Grant-in-aid tn~: (Q.) pp. 179-80. 


ix 

Sangutigh, Or. 

Construction of the Sarta Bridge over 
the river Halda in Chittagong: (Q.) 
p. 24. 

District Board Road between Bibirhat 
and Nasirhat in Chittagong: (Q.) 
p. 23. 

Sofiyal, Dr. Nallnaktha 

Adjournment motion regarding the 
decision of Government to withdraw 
for the present tho coniessioii of 
premature release of terrorist 
prisoners: jip. G9, 70, 71, 72. 

A<ljournment motion regarding Govern- 
ment’s order relating to release of 
terrorist prisoners: pp. 209-13. 

Discussion regarding admissibility of 
an adjournment motion with regard 
to Goveniment’s order relating to 
terrorist prisoners, pp. 197, 198, 199. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saunka Sakhar 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1941: pp. 158-tJO, 16!, 
162, 166. 

Discussion on the report of the Bengal 
J..and Revenue (’ommission, pp. 28, 
29. 

8arta Bridga 

C'onstruction of the — over the river 
Halda in Chittagong; (Q.) p. 24. 

Saourlly pritonart 

Family allowance to certain — : (Q.) 

pp. 193-96. 

San, Mr. AtuI Chandra 

Adjournment motion regarding Govern- 
ment’s order relating to relea^ 
terrorist prisoners: pp. 228-30. 

Shahadall, Mr. 

The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 
1941; pp. 140, 142. 

ihamtuddln Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Discussion on the report of the Bengal 
Land Revenue Commilsion: pp. 74- 
78. 


INDEX. 
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Ififtia, Babu Kthatrt Nath 

Collector Math in Rangpnr town : 
(Q.) p. 184. 

Discussion on the report of the Bengal 
Land Rerenue Commission: pp. OO- 
PS. 

Introduction of Non- Agricultural 
Tenancy Bill in the July-Septembor 
Session, 1941: (Q.) p. 127. 

Maker, Mr. (The Hon'ble Sir Muhammad 

Azlzul Haoue, Khan Bahadur) 

Obeervatione and Ruling! i 

Adjournment motion regarding the 
decision of Government to withdraw 
for the present the concession of 
premature release of terrorist 
prisoners: pp. 69, 70, 71, 72. 

Regarding the death of Mr. G. S. Dutt: 

p. 1. 

On the discussion on the report of the 
Land Revenue Commission: pp. 26, 
27, 28, 40, 87, 113, 116, 116, 117, 118, 
119. 

On the admissibility of an adjournment 
motion regarding Government’s order 
relating to terrorist prisoners: pp. 
198, 199, 200. 

On the adjournment motion regarding 
Government’s order relating to release 
of terrorist prisoners: pp. 216, 231, 
233, 236. 

On the Bengal Court of Wards (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1941: p. 164. 

On the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation 
Bill, 1941: pp. 181, 156, 156. 

Point of information regarding St'hool 
Boards: p. 20. 

Regarding Panel of Chairmen: p. 2. 

Regarding Library Committee: p. 2. 

uhrawardy, Th# Hon'Mt Mr. H. 8. 

Arrear pay and pension of crews of 
Sandwip and Hatiya kiUed during 
the war: (Q.) pp. 174-76. 

The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 
130, 131-39, 140, 142, 162, 


tHbniwaNy, Tht HtR'Mt Mr. H. t.— eoneU. 

Reappointment of retired oflScers of 
gazetted rank: (Q.) p. 7. 
Temporary assistants in Bengal Secre- 
tariat: (Q.) pp. 60-63. 

BumUilpur Debt Settlement Board, 
Ttppera 

Reconstruction of — : (Q.) p. 66. 

Ttmizuddin Khan, The Hon’ble Mr. 

Farms under Union Boards: (Q.) p. 
191. 

Government Agricultural Demonstration 
Farm at Kalimpong: (Q.) pp. 188- 
89. 

Recording of jute-growing lands: (Q.) 
pp. 172-74. 

Tenancy Committee 

Report of the Non-agricultural — : (Q.) 
p. 67. 

Test relief 

In Mymensingh: (Q.) pp. 180-81. 

TIppera district ** 

Selection of site for free primary schools 
in Chandpur subdivision of — ; (Q.) 

p. 18. 

Torsa river 

Changes in the course of the — in the 
Duars, Jalpaiguri district, and its 
effcc’t: (Q.) p. 11. * 

Trantfera of efiioerti (Q.) pp. 178-79. 

Wakfa 

Inspectors and Auditors of — : (Q.) p. 

13. 

Wakf Board, Bengal 

New—: (Q.) p. 3. 

laman, Mr. A. M. A. 

Adjournment motion regarding Gorem-* 
ment’s order relating to release of 








